ATHLONE 2018 GUIDE 


YERS 
PUNKED 
MAYFIELD 
Mock _ 
Draft | &f 
Depth 
tae SS | PUSH THEM HARD. 


Scientific evidence suggests but does not prove that eating 1.5 ounces per day of most nuts, such as pistachios, as part of a diet low in saturated fat and 
cholesterol may reduce the risk of heart disease. See nutrition information for fat content. ©2018 Wonderful Pistachios & Almonds LLC. All Rights Reserved. WONDERFUL, HEA\ 
PUT A SMILE ON YOUR SNACKFACE, SNACKFACE, the Package Design and accompanying logos are trademarks of Wonderful Pistachios & Almonds LLC or its affiates. WPT80201-06 HEALT 


LEGE: TENNESSEE 
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STRONG POINTS: Kamara is an electrifying player, one of college 


season at Alabama before trans! 
a junior college and then UT. He moves ata different spee 
most of the players on the field. His initial burst and accel 
nee the ball is in his hands are special. He's decisive once he 

nd gets through quickly. His ability to accelerate 

and his good top-end speed allow him to outrun an 
has the quickness and lateral agility to make defende 
space, He's a natural pass catcher, at his best pulling in sw 


ses and heading upfield. He's a natural in the sereen x THIRD-ROUND 


Well. His hands are good enough that he can line up in th 

He should be able to contribute on punt returns. THRILLER 
WEAK POINTS: He does most of his work on the perimeter — a - So 
lot of fly sweeps — and he never had 20 carries in a game at 

the collegiate level. Kamara has a slight build, especially for a 


running back, and he isntt going to grind out yardage between 
the tackles, as he lacks power and runs with a fairly high pad 
level. The lack of power shows up in pass protec he 


to anchor when picking up blitzers. 


> contribute as a runner with 
‘used on outside zone runs, but Kamara 
more like back who, if used proper 
have a big impact as a re 
team that targets but mi: 
pily scoop up Kamara. 
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Defensive Ends 
Defensive Tackles 
Outside Linebackers 
Inside Linebackers 
Cornerbacks 
Safeties 


Specialists 


Quarterbacks 


Running Backs 
Fullbacks 

Wide Receivers 
Tight Ends 
Offensive Tackles 
Offensive Guards 


Centers 


142 Arizona Cardinals 
143 Atlanta Falcons 
144 Baltimore Ravens 
145 Buffalo Bills 

146 Carolina Panthers 
147 Chicago Bears 
148 Cincinnati Bengals 
149 Cleveland Browns 
150 Dallas Cowboys 
151 Denver Broncos 
152 Detroit Lions 
153 Green Bay Packers 
154 Houston Texans 
155 Indianapolis Colts 
156 Jacksonville Jaguars 
157 Kansas City Chiefs 


Los Angeles Chargers 
Los Angeles Rams 
Miami Dolphins 
Minnesota Vikings 
New England Patriots 
New Orleans Saints 
New York Giants 

New York Jets 
Oakland Raiders 
Philadelphia Eagles 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
San Francisco 49ers 
Seattle Seahawks 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Tennessee Titans 
Washington Redskins 
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°° DRAFT 


RANKINGS 


1, Saquon Barkley Penn State 
2. Derrius Guice LSU 
3. Kerryon Johnson Auburn 
4, Sony Michel Georgia 
5, Ronald Jones II USC 
6. Nick Chubb Georgia 
7. Rashaad Penny San Diego State 
8. Nyheim Hines NC State 
9. Akrum Wadley lowa 
10. Royce Freeman Oregon 
11. Josh Adams Notre Dame 
12, Mark Walton Miami (Fla.) 
13. Kalen Ballage Arizona State 
14. Bo Scarbrough Alabama 
15. Ito Smith Southern Miss 
16. Jordan Wilkins Ole Miss 
17, Justin Jackson Northwestern 
18. John Kelly Tennessee 
(o) 19, Chase Edmonds Fordham 
20. Kamryn Pettway Auburn 
A q 21. Jamal Morrow Washington State 
U, [++] 22, Lavon Coleman Washington 
23. Roc Thomas Jacksonville State 
1, Josh Rosen UCLA 24. Keith Ford Texas A&M 
2, Sam Darnold USC 25. Darrel Williams LSU 
3. Josh Allen Wyoming 26, Justin Crawford West Virginia 5 
4. Baker Mayfield Oklahoma a 27. Ty Isaac Michigan : 
5. Lamar Jackson Louisville Mm (28. James Williams Washington State > 
6. Mason Rudolph Oklahoma State z 29. Phillip Lindsay Colorado 3] 
7. Riley Ferguson Memphis 30. Chris Warren Ill Texas = 
8. Kurt Benkert Virginia 31. Quinton Flowers South Florida 
9. Luke Falk Washington State 32. Jarvion Franklin Western Michigan 
10. Mike White Western Kentucky — } 33. Jeffrey Wilson North Texas 
11. Tanner Lee Nebraska 34, Ralph Webb Vanderbilt 
12. Kyle Lauletta Richmond a 35. Dalyn Dawkins Colorado State 
13. Matt Linehan Idaho 
14. Jeremiah Briscoe Sam Houston State 
15. J.T. Barrett Ohio State 
16. Kyle Allen Houston 
17. Logan Woodside Toledo 
18. Nick Stevens Colorado State 
19. Nic Shimonek Texas Tech 
20. Chase Litton Marshall 
21. John Wolford Wake Forest 5 
22. Austin Allen Arkansas 5 
23. Kenny Hill TCU 5 
24. Kyle Kempt lowa State 2 
25. Max Browne Pittsburgh = 
26. Bryan Schor James Madison fg 
27. Brogan Roback Eastern Michigan 3 
28. Brandon Silvers Troy 2 
29. Connor Jessop Shepherd S 
30. Chris Streveler South Dakota g 
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WIDE RECEIVERS 


. Calvin Ridley 


. Courtland Sutton 
. Christian Kirk 


D.J. Moore 


. Simmie Cobbs Jr. 

. James Washington 
. Dante Pettis 

. Deon Cain 

. Tre‘Quan Smith 

. Anthony Miller 

. Deontay Burnett 

. D.J. Chark 

. Auden Tate 

. Equanimeous St. Brown 
. Allen Lazard 

. Antonio Callaway 
. Trey Quinn 

. Michael Gallup 

. Korey Robertson 

. Darren Carrington Il 
. Javon Wims 

. Jordan Lasley 

. Keke Coutee 

. Jaleel Scott 

. Marcell Ateman 

. J'Mon Moore 

. Cedrick Wilson 

. DaeSean Hamilton 
. Anthony Johnson 
). Richie James 


Alabama 

SMU 

Texas A&M 
Maryland 
Indiana 
Oklahoma State 
Washington 
Clemson 

UCF 

Memphis 

USC 

LSU 

Florida State 
Notre Dame 
lowa State 
Florida 

SMU 

Colorado State 
Southern Miss 
Utah 

Georgia 

UCLA 

Texas Tech 
New Mexico State 
Oklahoma State 
Missouri 

Boise State 
Penn State 
Buffalo 

Middle Tennessee State 


FULLBACKS 


Dimitri Flowers 


1. 
2. Jaylen Samuels 
3. Khalid Hill 

4. Daniel Marx 
5 
6. 
7 
8. 


J.D. Moore 


. Nick Bawden 
. Ryan Nall 
. Nick Sharga 


Oklahoma 

NC State 
Michigan 
Stanford 

LSU 

San Diego State 
Oregon State 
Temple 


os 


. Jester Weah Pittsburgh 

. Jake Wieneke South Dakota State 
. Cam Phillips Virginia Tech 

. Robert Foster Alabama 

. Cody Thompson Toledo 

. _KaRaun White West Virginia 

. Steve Ishmael Syracuse 

. Ray-Ray McCloud Clemson 

. Devonte Boyd UNLV 

. Austin Proehl North Carolina 

. James Gardner Miami (Ohio) 

. Wyatt Demps Nevada 

. Daurice Fountain Northern lowa 

. Quadree Henderson Pittsburgh 

. Bryce Bobo Colorado 

. Braxton Berrios Miami (Fla.) 

. Byron Pringle Kansas State 

. Trent Sherfield Vanderbilt 

. Ervin Phillips Syracuse 

). Tavares Martin Jr. Washington State 
. Marquez Valdes-Scantling South Florida 

. Jazz Peavy Wisconsin 

. Davon Grayson East Carolina 

. Steven Mitchell Jr. USC 

. Chris Lacy Oklahoma State 
. Reggie Bonnafon Louisville 

. Dylan Cantrell Texas Tech 

. Saeed Blacknall Penn State 

. Nick Holley Kent State 

. Janarion Grant Rutgers 
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4] 
TIGHT Ss 2 
1, Hayden Hurst South Carolina VU 
2, Mark Andrews Oklahoma q 
3. Dallas Goedert South Dakota State = 
4. lan Thomas Indiana 
5, Durham Smythe Notre Dame 
6. Dalton Schultz Stanford 
7, Mike Gesicki Penn State 
8. Tyler Conklin Central Michigan wa 
9. Christopher Herndon Miami (Fla.) ry 4 
10. Troy Fumagalli Wisconsin 
41, Ryan tzzo Florida State | 
12, DeAndre Goolsby Florida ie 
13. Jordan Thomas Mississippi State Ba 
14, Adam Breneman Massachusetts ro) 
15. Shane Wimann Northern Illinois 
16, Marcus Baugh Ohio State 
17. David Wells San Diego State 
18. Cam Serigne Wake Forest 
19. Ethan Wolf Tennessee 
20. Deon Yelder Western Kentucky 
21. Jake Roh Boise State 
22. Jeb Blazevich Georgia 
23. Dalton Fackrell Colorado State 
24, Will Dissly Washington 
25. Ben Johnson Kansas 
26. Donnie Ernsberger Western Michigan 
27. Jordan Akins UCF 
28. Garrett Hudson Richmond 
29. Nathan Marcus Vanderbilt 
30. Blake Mack Arkansas State 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 


1. Bradley Chubb NC State 

2. Marcus Davenport UTSA 

3. Arden Key LSU 

4, Rasheem Green USC 

5. Sam Hubbard Ohio State 
6. Dorance Armstrong Kansas 

7, Duke Ejiofor Wake Forest 
8. Chad Thomas Miami (Fla.) 
9. Tyquan Lewis Ohio State 
10. Da'Shawn Hand Alabama 
11, Kemoko Turay Rutgers 

12. Kentavius Street NC State 
13. Jalyn Holmes Ohio State 
14. Josh Sweat Florida State 
15, Marcell Frazier Missouri 


16. Hercules Mata’afa Washington State 


17. Olasunkanmi Adeniyi Toledo 
18. Joe Ostman Central Michigan 
19. Jaylon Ferguson Louisiana Tech 
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20. 


38. 
39. 
40. 


1, Connor Williams 
2. Mike McGlinchey 
3. Orlando Brown 
4. Brian O'Neill 

5. Martinas Rankin 
6. Kolton Miller 
7. Chukwuma Okorafor 
8. Tyrell Crosby 

9. Brandon Parker 

10. Jamarco Jones 

11. Desmond Harrison 
12. Timon Parris 

13. Alex Cappa 

14. Joseph Noteboom 

. Will Richardson 

|. Aaron Stinnie 

17. Cole Madison 

18. Zachary Crabtree 
19, Brett Toth 

20. Geron Christian 

21. David Bright 

22. Gabe Brandner 

23. Andrew Nelson 

24, Greg Senat 

25. Jake Campos 

26, Rick Leonard 

27. Bentley Spain 

28. Trevor Darling 

29. Toby Weathersby 
30. Ike Boettger 

31. Brett Kendrick 

32. Jeromy Irwin 

33, Elijah Nkansah 

34, Christian DiLauro 
35. Marcell Lazard 


aan 


Texas 

Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Pittsburgh 
Mississippi State 
UCLA 

Western Michigan 
Oregon 

North Carolina A&T 
Ohio State 
West Georgia 
Stony Brook 
Humboldt State 
TCU 

NC State 

James Madison 
Washington State 
Oklahoma State 
Army 

Louisville 
Stanford 

Duke 

Penn State 
Wagner 

lowa State 
Florida State 
North Carolina 
Miami (Fla.) 

LSU 

lowa 

Tennessee 
Colorado 
Toledo 

Illinois 

Boston College 


36, Dwyane Orso-Bacchus Oklahoma 


37. Evan Lisle 

38. Korey Cunningham 
39. Connor Hilland 
40. Zack Golditch 


Ebenezer Ogundeko 
. Andrew Ankrah 

. Demetrius Cooper 
. KJ. Smith 

. Chikwe Obasih 

. Justin Lawler 

. Ade Aruna 

. Zach Sieler 

. Mat Boesen 

. John Franklin 

). JoJo Wicker 

. Aikeem Coleman 
. Brian Womac 

. D.J. Ward 

- Bunmi Rotimi 

. Mike Love 

. Sharif Finch 

. Paul James III 
J.D. Waggoner 
Sione Teuhema 
Alec James 


Duke 
Cincinnati 
William & Mary 
Colorado State 


Tennessee State 
James Madison 
Michigan State 
Baylor 
Wisconsin 

SMU 

Tulane 

Ferris State 
TCU 

Stephen F. Austin 
Arizona State 
Idaho 

Rice 

Oklahoma 

Old Dominion 
South Florida 
Temple 
Auburn 

lowa State 

SE Louisiana 
Wisconsin 


OFFENSIVE GUARDS 


1. Quenton Nelson Notre Dame 
2. Isaiah Wynn Georgia 
3. Will Hernandez UTEP 
4, Braden Smith Auburn 
5. Scott Quessenberry UCLA 
6. Sam Jones Arizona State 
7. Ke McDermott Miami (Fla.) 
8. Skyler Phillips Idaho State 
9. Wyatt Teller Virginia Tech 
10. Austin Corbett Nevada 
11. Sean Welsh lowa 
12. Cody O'Connell Washington State 
13. Taylor Hearn Clemson 
14. Colby Gossett Appalachian State 
15. Salesi Uhatafe Utah 
16. Maea Teuhema SE Louisiana 
17. Jamil Demby Maine 


18. Nick Gates Nebraska DEFENSIVE 
19. Tony Adams NC State 

20. Dejon Allen Hawaii 

aTerians craneee Glerreok TACKLES 


22. Matt Gono Wesley 
23. Brendan Mahon Penn State 1. Vita Vea Washington 
24. KJ Malone LSU 2. Da'Ron Payne Alabama 
25, Matt Pryor TCU 3. Taven Bryan Florida 
4. Maurice Hurst Michigan 
5. Tim Settle Virginia Tech 
6. Harrison Phillips Stanford 
7. Trenton Thompson Georgia 
8. Derrick Nnadi Florida State 
9. Breeland Speaks Ole Miss 
10. PJ. Hall Sam Houston State 
11. RJ. Mcintosh Miami (Fla.) 
12. Nathan Shephard Fort Hays State 
13. Andrew Brown Virginia 
14. Kendrick Norton Miami (Fla.) 
15. Folorunso Fatukasi Connecticut 
16. Lowell Lotulelei Utah 
17. B.J. Hill NC State 
18. Poona Ford Texas 
19. Justin Jones NC State 
20. Deadrin Senat South Florida 
zi 21. John Atkins Georgia 
1. Billy Price Ohio State 22. Kahlil McKenzie Tennessee 
2, James Daniels lowa 23. Bilal Nichols Delaware 
3. Frank Ragnow Arkansas 24. James Looney California 
4. Mason Cole Michigan 25. Will Geary Kansas State 
5. Will Clapp LSU 26. Jamiyus Pittman UCF 
6. Bradley Bozeman Alabama 27. DeQuinton Osborne Oklahoma State 
7. Brian Allen Michigan State 28. Greg Gilmore LSU 
8. Patrick Morris TCU 29. Matt Dickerson UCLA 
9. Coleman Shelton Washington 30. Christian LaCouture LSU 
10. Jake Bennett Colorado State 31. Eddy Wilson Purdue 
11. Erick Wren Oklahoma 32. Tony Guerad UCF 
12. Austin Golson Auburn 33. Zaycoven Henderson Texas A&M 
13. Mason Hampton Boise State 34. Henry Mondeaux Oregon 
14. Justin Falcinelli Clemson 35. Taylor Stallworth South Carolina 
15. Brad Lundblade Oklahoma State 36. Michael Hill Ohio State 
16. Coleman Thomas Tennessee 37. Nifae Lealao Vanderbilt 
17. Alex Officer Pittsburgh 38. Josh Fatu USC 
18. Jacob Ohnesorge South Dakota State 39. Joshua Frazier Alabama 
19. Matthew Schmidt Furman 40. Curtis Cothran Penn State 


20. Jake Pruehs Ohio 
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LINEBACKERS 


. Roquan Smith 

. Rashaan Evans 

. Leighton Vander Esch 
. Josey Jewell 

. Tegray Scales 
Micah Kiser 

Fred Warner 

. Nick DeLuca 

. Jack Cichy 

). Shaun Dion Hamilton 
11. Mike McCray 

12. Chris Worley 

13. Jason Cabinda 

14. Azeem Victor 

15. Frank Ginda 

16. Josh Watson 

17. Nyles Morgan 

18. Andre Smith 

19. Joel lyiegbuniwe 
20. Genard Avery 

21. Andrew Motuapuaka 
22. Brett Taylor 

23. Christian Sam 

24. Quentin Poling 

25. Al-Rasheed Benton 
26. D'Juan Hines 

27. Courtney Love 

28. Auggie Sanchez 
29. Devante Downs 
30. Ja’Whaun Bentley 
31. Eric Boggs 

32. DJ Calhoun 

33. Myles Pierce 

34. Jaylyin Minor 

35. Anthony Wint 


Swremonanswns 


Georgia 
Alabama 

Boise State 

lowa 

Indiana 

Virginia 

BYU 

North Dakota State 
Wisconsin 
Alabama 
Michigan 

Ohio State 

Penn State 
Washington 

San Jose State 
Colorado State 
Notre Dame 
North Carolina 
Western Kentucky 
Memphis 
Virginia Tech 
Western Illinois 
Arizona State 
Ohio 

West Virginia 
Houston 
Kentucky 

South Florida 
California 

Purdue 
Appalachian State 
Arizona State 
The Citadel 
Cincinnati 

FIU 


LONG SNAPPERS 


Oregon 

Kansas State 
Auburn 

Texas 
Mississippi State 


. Tanner Carew 
. Drew Scott 

. Ike Powell 

. Kaleb Smith 

. Hunter Bradley 


Owe 
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OUTSIDE 


LINEBACKERS 


. Tremaine Edmunds 
. Harold Landry 

. Jerome Baker 

. Uchenna Nwosu 
. Jeff Holland 

. Malik Jefferson 

. Darius Leonard 

. Ogbonnia Okoronkwo 
. Lorenzo Carter 

|. Marquis Haynes 
. JaVon Rolland-Jones 
. Kenny Young 

. Kylie Fitts 

. Leon Jacobs 

. Davin Bellamy 

. Keishawn Bierria 
. Shaquem Griffin 

. Skai Moore 

. Dorian O'Daniel 

. Garret Dooley 

. Anthony Winbush 
. Matthew Thomas 
. Trevon Young 

. Darius Jackson 

. Corey Thompson 
. Peter Kalambayi 
. Tre’ Williams 

. Matthew Oplinger 
. Joel Lanning 

. Ben Niemann 

. Chris Covington 
. James Hearns 

. Travin Howard 

. Oren Burks 

. Jacob Pugh 

. _Da’Sean Downey 
. Jayd Kirby 

. Bo Bower 

. Ty Schwab 

. Koron Crump 

- DJ. Palmore 

. Richard Jarvis 

. Emmanuel Beal 

. CJ Johnson 

. Parris Bennett 


Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
Ohio State 
USC 

Auburn 

Texas 

South Carolina State 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 

Ole Miss 
Arkansas State 
UCLA 

Utah 

Wisconsin 
Georgia 
Washington 
UCF 

South Carolina 
Clemson 
Wisconsin 

Ball State 
Florida State 
Louisville 
Jacksonville State 
LSU 

Stanford 
Auburn 

Yale 

lowa State 
lowa 

Indiana 
Louisville 

TCU 
Vanderbilt 
Florida State 
Massachusetts 
Kansas State 
lowa 

Boston College 
Arizona State 
Navy 

Brown 
Oklahoma 

East Texas Baptist 
Syracuse 


CORNERBACKS 


1. Denzel Ward Ohio State 
2. Mike Hughes UCF 

3. Josh Jackson lowa 

4. Isaiah Oliver Colorado 

5. Donte Jackson LSU 

6. Jaire Alexander Louisville 

7. Carlton Davis Auburn 

8. Tarvarus McFadden _ Florida State 
9. Nick Nelson Wisconsin 
10. MJ. Stewart North Carolina 
11. Anthony Averett Alabama 
12. Duke Dawson Florida 


13. Kevin Toliver II LSU 

14, Quenton Meeks Stanford 

15, Brandon Facyson Virginia Tech 
16. Holton Hill Texas 


17. Greg Stroman Virginia Tech 
18. Darius Phillips Western Michigan 
19. Michael Joseph Dubuque 

20. JaMarcus King South Carolina 
21. Rashaan Gaulden Tennessee 

22. JC Jackson Maryland 

23. Tony Brown Alabama 

24. Rashard Fant Indiana 

25. Levi Wallace Alabama 

26. Danny Johnson Southern 

27. Avonte Maddox Pittsburgh 

28. Aaron Davis Georgia 

29. Arrion Springs Oregon 

30. Jalen Davis Utah State 


31. Isaac Yiadom 

32. Deatrick Nichols 
33. Donovan Olumba 
34. DJ. Reed 


Boston College 
South Florida 
Portland State 
Kansas State 


35. Jordan Thomas Oklahoma 
36. Davontae Harris Illinois State 
37. Taron Johnson Weber State 
38. Heath Harding Miami (Ohio) 
39. D’Montre Wade Murray State 
40. Grant Haley Penn State 
41. Chandon Sullivan Georgia State 
42. Shaq Wiggins Tennessee 


43. Tre Dempsey North Dakota State 
44. Tremon Smith Central Arkansas 
45. Ranthony Texada TCU 


PLACEKICKERS 


1. Daniel Carlson Auburn 
2. Eddy Pineiro Florida 
3. Michael Badgley Miami (Fla.) 
4. Griffin Oakes Indiana 
5. Lane Clark Tennessee State 
6. Matthew McCrane _ Kansas State 
7. Drew Brown Nebraska 
8. Mike Weaver Wake Forest 
9. Gary Wunderlich Ole Miss 
10. Erik Powell Washington State 
11. Aaron Medley Tennessee 
12. Tyler Davis Penn State 


. Derwin James 


Florida State 


1 
2. Ronnie Harrison Alabama 
3. DeShon Elliott Texas 
4. Kyzir White West Virginia 
5. Terrell Edmunds Virginia Tech 
6. Siran Neal Jacksonville State 
7. Chucky Williams Louisville 
8. Cole Reyes North Dakota 
. Troy Apke Penn State 
. Trey Marshall Florida State 
11. Tray Matthews Auburn 


12. Tre Flowers 
13. Tracy Walker 


14. Travon Blanchard 
15. Trayvon Henderson 


16. Steven Parker 
17. Marcell Harris 
18. Damon Webb 
19. Kyle Queiro 

20. Hootie Jones 


STRONG SAFETIES 


21. Kieron Williams 


22. Donnie Miles 
23. Miles Taylor 


24. Asantay Brown 


Oklahoma State 
Louisiana-Lafayette 
Texas A&M-Commerce 
Hawaii 

Oklahoma 

Florida 

Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Alabama 

Nebraska 

North Carolina 
lowa 

Western Michigan 


FREE SAFETIES 


1. Minkah Fitzpatrick 
2. Armani Watts 
3. Justin Reid 
4. Quin Blanding 
5. Marcus Allen 
6. Jordan Whitehead 
7. Godwin Igwebuike 
8. Jeremy Reaves 
9. Jessie Bates 
10. Kameron Kelly 
11. Sean Chandler 
12. Natrell Jamerson 
13. Secdrick Cooper 
14. Kamari Cotton-Moya 
15. Jamar Summers 
16. Van Smith 
17. Nick Washington 
18. Nick Orr 
19. Afolabi Laguda 
20. Chris Hawkins 
ai Joshua Kalu 

.. Dominick Sanders 


PUNTERS 


1. Michael Dickson 
2. JK Scott 

3. Johnny Townsend 
4. Shane Tripucka 
5. Joseph Davidson 
6. Trevor Daniel 

7. Ryan Anderson 
8. Ryan Winslow 

9. Logan Cooke 

10. Michael Carrizosa 


Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Stanford 
Virginia 

Penn State 
Pittsburgh 
Northwestern 
South Alabama 
Wake Forest 
San Diego State 
Temple 
Wisconsin 
Louisiana Tech 
lowa State 
Connecticut 
Clemson 
Florida 

TCU 
Colorado 

USC 

Nebraska 
Georgia 


Texas 

Alabama 
Florida 

Texas A&M 
Bowling Green 
Tennessee 
Rutgers 
Pittsburgh 
Mississippi State 
San Jose State 
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Draft Prospects 


i Pos S 


4. Saquon Barkley* RB Penn State 5-11 230 | 51, James Washington WR Oklahoma State 5-11 205 
2. Minkah Fitzpatrick* S$ Alabama 6-0 205 | 52, Mark Andrews* TE Oklahoma 6-4 250 
3. Quenton Nelson*  G NotreDame 6-4 330 | 53. Dante Pettis WR Washington 6-0 175 
4. Bradley Chubb DE NC State 6-3. 275 | 54, Will Hernandez G UTEP 6-2 340 
5. Derwin James* S_ Florida State 6-2 210 | 55, Chukwuma Okorafor OT Western Michigan 6-6 330 
6. Tremaine Edmunds* OLB Virginia Tech 6-4 245 | 56. Sam Hubbard* DE Ohio State 6-5 265 
7. Josh Rosen* QB UCLA 6-4 220 | 57, Tim Settle* DT VirginiaTech 6-2 330 
8. Roquan Smith* ILB- Georgia 6-0 225 | 58, Jerome Baker* OLB Ohio State 6-1 225 
9. Sam Darnold* QB USC 6-4 225 | 59, DeShon Elliott* S Texas 6-2 210 
10. Calvin Ridley* WR Alabama 6-0 195 | 60. Nick Chubb RB Georgia 5-10 225 
11. Connor Williams* OT Texas 65 315 | 61, UchennaNwosu OLB_USC 6-2 245 
12. Marcus Davenport DE UTSA 6-6 260 | 62, Rashaad Penny RB San Diego State 5-11 220 
13. Denzel Ward* CB Ohio State 5-10 190 | 63, Dallas Goedert TE South Dakota St. 6-4 255 
14. Vita Vea* DT Washington 6-4 345 | 64, TarvarusMcFadden* CB FloridaState 6-1 200 
15. Da’Ron Payne* DT Alabama 6-2 315 | 65. Kyzir White S West Virginia 6-2 215 
16. Mike Hughes* CB UCF 5-11 195 | 66. Mason Rudolph QB Oklahoma State 6-4 225 
17. Rashaan Evans ILB Alabama 6-3 235 | 67. Dorance Armstrong* DE Kansas 6-4 245 
18, Mike McGlinchey OT NotreDame 6-7 315 | 68, Jeff Holland* OLB Auburn 6-2 245 
19. Orlando Brown* = OT Oklahoma 6-7 340 | 69. Malik Jefferson* OLB Texas 6-3 240 
20. Josh Allen* QB Wyoming 6-5 230 | 70. Darius Leonard OLB South Carolina St. 6-2 230 
21. Baker Mayfield QB Oklahoma 6-0 220 | 74, lan Thomas TE Indiana 6-4 245 
22. Josh Jackson* CB lowa 6-0 195 | 72, Nick Nelson* CB Wisconsin 5-11 210 
23, Harold Landry OLB Boston College 6-2 250 | 73, Ogbonnia Okoronkwo OLB Oklahoma 6-1 245 
24, Isaiah Wynn G Georgia 6-2 305 | 74, Deon Cain* WR Clemson 6-1 190 
25. Billy Price C Ohio State 63 310 | 75, Justin Reid* S Stanford 6-0 200 
26. Taven Bryan* DT Florida 6-4 290 | 76. M.J. Stewart CB North Carolina 5-11 200 
27. Ronnie Harrison* S Alabama 6-2 215 | 77, Anthony Averett CB Alabama 5-11 185 
28, Isaiah Oliver* CB Colorado 6-1 190 | 78. Tre'Quan Smith* WR UCF 6-1 210 
29, Lamar Jackson* QB Louisville 63 210 | 79, Harrison Phillips DT Stanford 63 300 
30. Maurice Hurst DT Michigan 6-1 285 | 80, Josey Jewell ILB lowa 6-1 235 
31, Leighton Vander Esch* ILB Boise State 6-3 240 | 81, Anthony Miller WR Memphis 5-11 190 
32, James Daniels* Cc lowa 6-4 295 | 82, Trenton Thompson* DT Georgia 6-4 295 
33. Derrius Guice* RB LSU 5-11 220 | 83. Deontay Burnett* WR USC 6-0 175 
34, Donte Jackson* cB LSU 5-10 175 | 84, D.J. Chark wR LSU 6-4 200 
35. Jaire Alexander* CB. Louisville 5-11 190 | 85. Braden Smith G Auburn 6-5 305 
36, Courtland Sutton* WR SMU 6-3 215 | 86, Nyheim Hines* RB NC State 5-8 195 
37. Kerryon Johnson* = RB Auburn 6-0 220 | 87. Tyrell Crosby OT Oregon 6-5 320 
38. Arden Key* DE LSU 6-6 265 | 88. Quin Blanding S Virginia 6-2 210 
39. Carlton Davis* CB Auburn 6-1 200 | 89. Durham Smythe TE NotreDame 6-5 255 
40. Armani Watts S TexasA&M 5-10 190 | 90. Dimitri Flowers FB Oklahoma 6-2 245 
41. Brian O'Neill* OT Pittsburgh 6-6 300 | 91. Akrum Wadley RB lowa 5-10 195 
42. Sony Michel RB Georgia 5-11 210 | 92, Dalton Schultz TE Stanford 6-6 240 
43. Ronald Jones II* RB USC 6-0 220 | 93. Brandon Parker OT NCA&T 6-7 305 
44. RasheemGreen* © DE USC 6-4 275 | 94, Duke Ejiofor DE Wake Forest 6-3 265, 
45. Hayden Hurst* TE South Carolina 6-5 250 | 95. Chad Thomas DE Miami (Fla.) 65 275 
46. Christian Kirk* WR TexasA&M 5-10 200 | 96. Duke Dawson CB Florida 5-10 200 
47. Martinas Rankin OT Mississippi State 6-4 305 | 97, Mike Gesicki TE Penn State 6-5 250 
48, D.J. Moore* WR Maryland 5-11. 215 | 98. Jamarco Jones OT Ohio State 65 305 
49. Simmie Cobbs Jr.* WR _ Indiana 63 220 | 99. Jaylen Samuels FB NC State 5-11 220 
50. Kolton Miller* OT UCLA 6-7 310 |100, Desmond Harrison OT WestGeorgia 6-6 295 


*Denotes early entry 
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The electrifying Barkley was dubbed a “gen- 
erational talent” by his representative Michael 
Yormark, the president and chief of branding 
and strategy at Roc Nation — and in this case, 
that’s more than mere agent-speak. Barkley 
offers a unique blend of skills that will make 
him especially coveted in an era that values 
multi-purpose backs. 


Offense 


Quarterbacks 


Josh Rosen 
Sam Darnold 
Josh Allen 
Baker Mayfield 


Lamar Jackson 
Mason Rudolph 


Riley Ferguson 


Kurt Benkert 
Luke Falk 


Mike White 
Tanner Lee 


Kyle Lauletta 


Matt Linehan 
Jeremiah Briscoe 
JT, Barrett 
Kyle Allen 
Logan Woodside 
Nick Stevens 
Nic Shimonek 
Chase Litton 


14 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


Running Backs 


Saquon Barkley 
Derrius Guice 


Kerryon Johnson 
Sony Michel 
Ronald Jones |! 


Nick Chubb 
Rashaad Penny 
Nyheim Hines 
Akrum Wadley 
Dimitri Flowers (FB) 
Royce Freeman 
Josh Adams 


Mark Walton. 
Jaylen Samuels (FB) 
Kalen Ballage 
Bo Scarbrough 


Ito Smith 
Jordan Wilkins 


Justin Jackson 
John Kelly 
Khalid Hill (FB) 
Chase Edmonds 


Kamryn Pettway 
Jamal Morrow 
Lavon Coleman 

Roc Thomas 
Daniel Marx (FB) 
Keith Ford 
Darrel Williams 
Justin Crawford 
Ty Isaac 
J.D. Moore (FB) 


2018 Draft Board 


Wide Receivers 


Calvin Ridley 
Courtland Sutton 


Christian Kirk 
D.J. Moore 
Simmie Cobbs Jr. 
James Washington 
Dante Pettis 


Deon Cain 
Tre'Quan Smith 
Anthony Miller 

Deontay Burnett 

DJ. Chark 

Auden Tate 

Equanimeous St. Brown 


Allen Lazard 
Antonio Callaway 
Trey Quinn 
Michael Gallup 
Korey Robertson 
Darren Carrington II 


Javon Wims 
Jordan Lasley 
Keke Coutee 
Jaleel Scott 


Marcell Aternan 
J'Mon Moore 
Cedrick Wilson 
DaeSean Hamilton 


Anthony Johnson 
Richie James 
Jester Weah 
Jake Wieneke 
Cam Phillips 
Robert Foster 

Cody Thompson 

KaRaun White 
Steve Ishmael 
Ray-Ray McCloud 


Typically, teams either select the player who fills a specific need, or they take the best available prospect, 
regardless of position. With that in mind, our 2018 Draft Board is ranked by talent level (Ist round, 2nd round, 
etc.) rather than where a certain player will ultimately be drafted. The following is a position-by-position, 
round-by-round overview of top prospects in the 2018 NFL Draft. 


Tight Ends 


Hayden Hurst 

Mark Andrews 

Dallas Goedert 
lan Thomas 


Durham Smythe 
Dalton Schultz 
Mike Gesicki 


Tyler Conklin 
Christopher Herndon 


Troy Fumagalli 
Ryan Izzo 


DeAndre Goolsby 
Jordan Thomas 


Adam Breneman 
Shane Wimann 
Marcus Baugh 

David Wells 
Cam Serigne 
Ethan Wolf 
Deon Yelder 
Jake Roh 
Jeb Blazevich 


Centers 


Billy Price 


James Daniels 


Frank Ragnow 


Mason Cole 
Will Clapp 


Bradley Bozeman 
Brian Allen 
Patrick Morris 


Coleman Shelton 
Jake Bennett 
Erick Wren 
Austin Golson 


Guards 


Quenton Nelson 
Isaiah Wynn 


Will Hernandez 


Braden Smith 
Scott Quessenberry 


Sam Jones 
Ke McDermott 


Skyler Phillips 
Wyatt Teller 


Austin Corbett 


Sean Welsh 
Cody O'Connell 
Taylor Hearn 
Colby Gossett 
Salesi Uhatafe 
Maea Teuhema 
Jamil Demby 
Nick Gates 


Tackles 


Connor Williams 
Mike McGlinchey 
Orlando Brown 


Brian O'Neill 
Martinas Rankin 
Kolton Miller 
Chukwuma Okorafor 


Tyrell Crosby 
Brandon Parker 
Jamarco Jones 

Desmond Harrison 


Timon Parris 
Alex Cappa 


Joseph Noteboom 
Will Richardson 


Aaron Stinnie 
Cole Madison 


Zachary Crabtree 
Brett Toth 
Geron Christian 
David Bright 
Gabe Brandner 
Andrew Nelson 
Greg Senat 
Jake Campos 
Rick Leonard 
Bentley Spain 
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2018 Draft Board 


Defense Defensive Ends Defensive Tackles Inside Linebackers 


Bradley Chubb Mite Wee Roquan Smith 


Da’Ron Payne 
Marcus Davenport 
Pp Taven Bryan Rashaan Evans 


Arden Key Maurice Hurst 


Rasheem Green Tim Settle Leighton Vander Esch 


Sam Hubbard 


H t 
Dorance Armstrong errison Poles 


Josey Jewell 
Duleejofor™ | Testor Thampson ; 
Chad Thomas 
Tyquan Lewis 
Da’Shawn Hand Bice Soca 
ea) Tegray Scales 
Kemoko Turay RodiMelntost gray 


Kentavius Street 


Jalyn Holmes Nathan Shepherd 


2 
3 
-? 
5 
Oo 
A, 


Josh Sweat Andrew Brown Micah Kiser 
Marcell Frazier Kendrick Norton Fred Warner 
Hercules Mata'afa Folorunso Fatukasi Nick DeLuca 
Jack Cichy 
Olasunkanmi Adeniyi revehctieel Shaun Dion Hamilton 
Joe Ostman Bagi Mike McCray 
Poona Ford Chris Worley 
Jaylon Ferguson Justin Jones Jason Cabinda 
Ebenezer Ogundeko Deadrin Senat Azeem Victor 
Andrew Ankrah John Atkins Frank Ginda 
Demetrius Cooper Kahlil McKenzie Josh Watson 
KJ. Smith Bilal Nichols Nyles Morgan 
Chikwe Obasih James Looney Andre Smith 
FREE AGENT Justin Lawler Will Geary Joel lyiegbuniwe 
Ade Aruna Jamiyus Pittman Genard Avery 
Zach Sieler DeQuinton Osborne Andrew Motuapuaka 
Mat Boesen Brett Taylor 
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Outside Linebackers 


Tremaine Edmunds 
Harold Landry 


Jerome Baker 


Uchenna Nwosu 
Jeff Holland 
Malik Jefferson 
Darius Leonard 
Ogbonnia Okoronkwo 


Lorenzo Carter 
Marquis Haynes 
JaVon Rolland-Jones 
Kenny Young 


Kylie Fitts 
Leon Jacobs 


Davin Bellamy 
Keishawn Bierria 
Shaquem Griffin 

Skai Moore 


Dorian O'Daniel 
Garret Dooley 
Anthony Winbush 
Matthew Thomas 
Trevon Young 
Darius Jackson 
Corey Thompson 
Peter Kalambayi 
Tre’ Williams 
Matthew Oplinger 


Cornerbacks 


Denzel Ward 
Mike Hughes 
Josh Jackson 
Isaiah Oliver 


Donte Jackson 
Jaire Alexander 
Carlton Davis 
Tarvarus McFadden 


Nick Nelson 
MJ, Stewart 
Anthony Averett 


Duke Dawson 
Kevin Toliver II 
Quenton Meeks 


Brandon Facyson 
Holton Hill 
Greg Stroman 
Darius Phillips 


Michael Joseph 
JaMarcus King 


Rashaan Gaulden 
JC Jackson 
Tony Brown 

Rashard Fant 
Levi Wallace 

Danny Johnson 

Avonte Maddox 
Aaron Davis 

Arrion Springs 
Jalen Davis 


Safeties 


Minkah Fitzpatrick (FS) 
Derwin James (SS) 


Ronnie Harrison (SS) 


Armani Watts (FS) 
DeShon Elliott (SS) 
Kyzir White (SS) 


Justin Reid (FS) 
Quin Blanding (FS) 
Marcus Allen (FS) 


Jordan Whitehead (FS) 


Terrell Edmunds (SS) 


Siran Neal (SS) 


Godwin Igwebuike (FS) 


Jeremy Reaves (FS) 
Chucky Williams (SS) 


Jessie Bates (FS) 
Kameron Kelly (FS) 
Cole Reyes (SS) 


Troy Apke (SS) 
Sean Chandler (FS) 
Trey Marshall (SS) 
Tray Matthews (SS) 
Tre Flowers (SS) 
Natrell Jamerson (FS) 


Tracy Walker (SS) 
Secdrick Cooper (FS) 
Travon Blanchard (SS) 

Trayvon Henderson (SS) 
Kamari Cotton-Moya (FS) 
Jamar Summers (FS) 
Steven Parker (SS) 
Van Smith (FS) 
Marcell Harris (SS) 
Nick Washington (FS) 


Specialists 


Michael Dickson (P) 


JK Scott (P) 


Daniel Carlson (kK) 


Johnny Townsend (P) 
Eddy Pineiro (K) 
Michael Badgley (K) 
Tanner Carew (LS) 
Griffin Oakes (K) 
Shane Tripucka (P) 
Joseph Davidson (P) 
Lane Clark (K) 
Drew Scott (LS) 
Matthew McCrane (kK) 
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ROUND 1 


* A coin flip between the Raiders and 49ers will determine which team picks ninth. 


1. CLEVELAND BROWNS 
Josh Rosen, QB, UCLA 

After passing on Carson Wentz and 
Deshaun Watson, the Browns can’t 
afford to play games with the top 
pick. They want a quarterback who 
can help them win in 2018, and 
Rosen best fits that bill among this 
year's draft class. 


2. NEW YORK GIANTS 

Sam Darnold, QB, USC 

Eli Manning remains a capable NFL 
starter, but an opportunity to get their 
next franchise quarterback is too good 
for the Giants to pass up. As an added 
bonus, Darnold would benefit from a 
redshirt year anyway. 


3, INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

Bradley Chubb, DE, NC State 

The Colts have desperately needed 

an edge-rushing presence ever since 
Dwight Freeney and Robert Mathis 
moved on, Chubb, a low-risk pros- 
pect, can provide exactly that as GM 
Chris Ballard continues to overhaul this 
defense. 


4, CLEVELAND BROWNS 

Minkah Fitzpatrick, S, Alabama 

The Browns can go in a number of dif- 
ferent ways. Pairing Fitzpatrick with sec- 
ond-year safety Jabrill Peppers would 
give them a couple of flexible young 
pieces in the secondary, thus allowing 
them to effectively disguise coverages. 


5. DENVER BRONCOS 

Quenton Nelson, G, Notre Dame 
John Elway might not have the stomach 
for another young quarterback after the 
struggles of Paxton Lynch and Trevor 
Siemian. Nelson would give them the 


kind of dominant interior lineman 
they need to get their run game 
going. 

6. NEW YORK JETS 

Baker Mayfield, QB, Oklahoma 
After playing his senior year 
under the microscope, May- 
field is better suited than any of 
the other top QB prospects to 
handle the pressure of New York. 
He'd be the Jets’ first first-round 
QB since Mark Sanchez in 2009. 


7. TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
Saquon Barkley, RB, Penn State 
Barkley would be a huge upgrade for 
Tampa's run game and a great comple- 
ment for the team’s play-action deep 
game. He would also provide the con- 
sistent, underneath receiving threat the 
Bucs have lacked. 


8. CHICAGO BEARS 

Calvin Ridley, WR, Alabama 

The Bears trotted out the worst receiv- 
ing corps in the NFL last year, ham- 
stringing Mitchell Trubisky during his 
rookie season. Ridley would become 
an immediate starter for the Bears and 
would be their top big-play threat in 
2018 


9. OAKLAND RAIDERS* 
Tremaine Edmunds, LB, Virginia Tech 
Despite having elite edge rushers 
Khalil Mack and Bruce Irvin, the 
Raiders have been done in by poor 
linebacker play. Edmunds is a rare 
athlete with a three-down skill set and 
the ability to play anywhere in the 
linebacking corps. 


10. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS* 

Marcus Davenport, DE, 

Texas-San Antonio 

Although the 49ers are loaded on the 
defensive line, they don’t have a pure 
edge rusher among their group, Daven- 
port needs some time to develop, but 
his ceiling is as high as any pass rusher 
in this year’s draft. 
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11, MIAMI DOLPHINS 

Roquan Smith, LB, Georgia 

The Dolphins drafted Raekwon McMil- 
lan in the second round a year ago and 
should get him back after a torn ACL. 
But they could use a true building block 
for an inconsistent defense, and Smith 
fits that bill, 


12, CINCINNATI BENGALS 

Connor Williams, OT, Texas 

The Bengals have paid the price for hav- 
ing recently missed on several offensive 
line picks, and last year they had one 

of football's worst front fives. Williams 
would provide an immediate upgrade at 
either tackle spot. 


13. WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

Vita Vea, DT, Washington 

The Redskins have invested in the back 
end of the defense, but they allowed an 
NFL-worst 134.1 rushing yards per game 
last year. The massive yet athletic Vea 
would play a big role in turning things 
around. 


14, GREEN BAY PACKERS 

Denzel Ward, CB, Ohio State 

Green Bay needs to upgrade its 
cornerback group. Ward would be an 
immediate contributor, and a nice long- 


term complement to big-bodied 2017 
second-round pick Kevin King. 


15. ARIZONA CARDINALS 

Josh Allen, QB, Wyoming 

Although the Cardinals might have to 
make a move up if they want to get one 
of the quarterbacks, the talented but 
raw Allen would be a solid investment 
for a team starting anew on offense. 


es: UCF 


ary/Athlon Sports; H 
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16. BALTIMORE RAVENS 

Mike McGlinchey, OT, Notre Dame 
The Ravens plucked their left tackle 
from Notre Dame two years ago when 
they drafted Ronnie Stanley. Adding 
fellow Irish alum McGlinchey at right 
tackle would inject some much-needed 
athleticism to their front five. 


17. LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 
Derwin James, S, Florida State 


20. DETROIT LIONS 

Isaiah Oliver, CB, Colorado 

New head coach Matt Patricia's de- 
fenses in New England emphasized 
coverage, and Detroit has a stud corner 
in Darius Slay. Oliver would potentially 
give them another quality corner, help- 
ing make up for a subpar pass rush. 


26. ATLANTA FALCONS 

Isaiah Wynn, G, Georgia 

After having been exposed up front by 
the Eagles in January's playoffs, Atlanta 
could stay local by selecting Wynn. He's 
a plus pass protector with the athlet- 
icism to thrive on their staple outside 
zone runs. 


27. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

Hayden Hurst, TE, South Carolina 
The Saints typically try to place big 
targets in the middle of the field for 


The dynamic James would provide Chargers 
defensive coordinator Gus Bradley with 

the kind of physical, soul-of-the-secondary 
safety Bradley once coached in Seattle (Kam 


quarterback Drew Brees, and Hurst 

could provide the kind of sure-hand- 
ed threat up the seam that the Saints 
thought they were getting when they 


Chancellor). 


18, SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 

Josh Jackson, CB, lowa 

Seattle can't count on Richard Sherman 
to come back at full strength from a torn 
Achilles, which creates an immediate 
need at cornerback. Jackson has the 
length and ball skills the Seahawks want 
in their cover men. 


19, DALLAS COWBOYS 
Da’Ron Payne, DT, Alabama 

Last year, Dallas drafted two cor- 
nerbacks in the top 100. This year, 
they need to address the front four. 
Defensive coordinator Rod Mari- 
nelli’s scheme requires disruptive 
linemen, and Payne is just that. 


21. BUFFALO BILLS 

Orlando Brown, OT, Oklahoma 

With four of the first 56 picks in the 
draft, the Bills have a chance to move 
up and nab their QB of the future. If 
they stay put, adding Brown, a massive 
power blocker at right tackle or guard, 
would fit their run-first approach. 


22. BUFFALO BILLS 

Taven Bryan, DT, Florida 
Sean McDermott's defenses in 
Carolina were built on front- 
four pressure, but the Bills 
lack talent on the defensive 
line. Bryan could be the first 
building block as Buffalo con- 
tinues to remake its defense in 
McDermott's image. 


23, LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Billy Price, C/G, Ohio State 
Keeping quarterback Jared 
Goff clean will be the Rams’ 
No. 1 priority going forward. 
While 32-year-old vet John 
Sullivan was solid a year ago, 
they need a long-term answer 
at the pivot. Price could also 
play guard early in his career. 


24. CAROLINA PANTHERS 
Courtland Sutton, WR, SMU 
After dealing Kelvin Benjamin 
last season, Carolina lacked 
the kind of big downfield 
weapons Cam Newton needs. 
Although Sutton is raw, he 

is the big-bodied, contest- 
ed-catch receiver who could fill 
the void left by Benjamin. 


25. TENNESSEE TITANS 
Harold Landry, OLB, Boston College 
Landry had a disappointing senior 
season, but he has a rare ability to bend 
the edge as a pass rusher. He would 
provide the disruptive presence head 
coach Mike Vrabel needs up front. 


signed Coby Fleener. 


28. PITTSBURGH STEELERS: 

Rashaan Evans, LB, Alabama 

With Ryan Shazier’s career in doubt, 
the Steelers need to come up with a 
solution at inside linebacker. Evans of- 
fers similar speed and range as Shazier, 
something Pittsburgh sorely missed this 
past January. 


29. JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 

Lamar Jackson, QB, Louisville 
Offensive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett 
implemented a creative system to work 
around the limitations of Blake Bortles, 
and he could work similar magic with 
Jackson. A rare talent with the ball in 

his hands, he’s a work in progress as a 
passer. 


30. MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

James Daniels, C, lowa 

The interior of the Vikings’ offensive line 
was exposed in the playoffs, and Dan- 
iels offers elite athleticism at the pivot. 
Pat Elflein, a 2017 third-round pick who, 
played center as a rookie, could move 
to guard. 


31. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
Mike Hughes, CB, UCF 

The Patriots secondary lacked depth 
last season. Hughes’ ability to shadow 
quicker receivers makes him a nice 
complement to Stephon Gilmore. 


32. PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
Martinas Rankin, OT, Mississippi State 
The Eagles must start planning for 

life after Jason Peters at left tackle. 
Halapoulivaati Vaitai profiles as more of 
a swing tackle; Rankin could carve out a 
spot on Carson Wentz's blindside. 
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* A coin flip between the Raiders and 
49ers will determine which team picks 
41st and which team picks 43rd. The Pa- 
triots acquired the 49ers’ pick via trade. 


33. CLEVELAND BROWNS 
Christian Kirk, WR, Texas A&M 
Even if the Browns think they can 
rely on Josh Gordon, they‘re still 
woefully thin at receiver after a se- 
ries of shaky picks at the position. 
Kirk would at least give them an 
explosive option out of the slot. 


34, NEW YORK GIANTS 

Derrius Guice, RB, LSU 

Exactly the kind of hard-running back 
the Giants need, Guice will be able to 
create yardage without a great offensive 
line clearing the way for him. It would 
force opponents to respect the Giants’ 
run game for the first time in years. 


35. CLEVELAND BROWNS 

Maurice Hurst, DT, Michigan 

The Browns added an elite edge rusher 
in Myles Garrett a year ago, and Hurst 
would give them a dangerous interior 
pass rusher to complement him. Hurst 
is undersized, but he is consistently 
disruptive. 


36. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

Leighton Vander Esch, ILB, Boise State 
A three-down linebacker and the kind of 
sideline-to-sideline playmaker the Colts 
have lacked in recent years, Vander Esch 
represents a much-needed upgrade in 
the middle of Indy’s defense. 


37. NEW YORK JETS 

Donte Jackson, CB, LSU 

The Jets had one of the NFL's weakest 
groups of corners last year, limiting 
Todd Bowles’ options when it came to 
his preferred safety blitzes. Jackson is 
undersized, but he has the speed and 
toughness to play on the outside. 


38. TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
Ronnie Harrison, S, Alabama 

The Bucs brought in T.J. Ward as a 
middle-of-the-field enforcer last season, 
but it didn’t work out. Harrison would 


be a long-term answer in that spot, 
rangy as a zone defender and physical 
in the box. 


39. CHICAGO BEARS 

Jaire Alexander, CB, Louisville 

The Bears have the pass rush to force 
mistakes, but they need playmakers on 
the back end to create turn- 
overs. Instinctive and aggres- 
sive, Alexander could thrive in 
Vic Fangio's system. 


40. DENVER BRONCOS 
Carlton Davis, CB, Auburn 
The Broncos need a big corner 
to go with Chris Harris and 
Bradley Roby for the long haul. 
Davis is a physical press corner 
who can match up with size 
while the other two match up 
with quickness. 


41, NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS* 
Mark Andrews, TE, Oklahoma 

Even if Rob Gronkowski stays healthy, 
the Patriots could use a second tight 
end who can detach from the forma- 
tion. While he’s not the blocker Gronk 
is, Andrews’ ability to flex out gives the 
Patriots added versatility. 


42. MIAMI DOLPHINS 

Will Hernandez, G, UTEP 

Despite spending three first-round- 
ers on offensive linemen in the last 
seven years, the Dolphins are still 
sorting things out up front. The mas- 
sive-yet-nimble Hernandez could be a 
long-term answer. 


43, OAKLAND RAIDERS* 
Kerryon Johnson, RB, Auburn 
Even if Marshawn Lynch returns 

for 2018, the Raiders need a big 
back to pair with Jalen Richard and 
DeAndre Washington. Not only can 
Johnson carry the early down work- 
load, but he also can stay on the 
field on passing downs if needed. 


20 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


44. WASHINGTON REDSKINS 
Arden Key, DE, LSU 

Key will slide due to some red 
flags, but edge-burning talents 
like him tend not to slide very far. 
The Redskins could use him as a 
rotational edge rusher early, with a 
chance to grow into a bigger role 
down the line. 


45. GREEN BAY PACKERS 

Brian O'Neill, OT, Pittsburgh 

The Packers had a rash of injuries on the 
offensive line last year, and their depth 
didn’t hold up. O'Neill offers flexibility, 
with the ability to kick inside and be- 
coming a starting guard in their finesse 
scheme. 


46. CINCINNATI BENGALS 

Mason Rudolph, QB, Oklahoma State 
Rudolph fits the mold of a Bengals QB: 
middling arm strength but tremendous 
feel for playing in the pocket. The future 
of the position is up in the air in Cincin- 
nati, and Rudolph could at least be a 
cost-effective short-term solution. 


47. ARIZONA CARDINALS 

Tarvarus McFadden, CB, Florida State 
It's been a revolving door opposite stud 
corner Patrick Peterson in Arizona, with 

35-year-old Tramon Williams serving as 

a stopgap solution last season. McFad- 

den, with his length and ball skills, could 
be a long-term answer. 


48. LOS ANGELES CHARGERS. 
Kolton Miller, OT, UCLA 

The Chargers add a 2017 top-40 pick 
to the offensive line this fall in Forrest 
Lamp (missed all of last year with a torn 
ACL). Miller would provide an option 
at right tackle and would be a potential 
heir apparent to Russell Okung on the 
blindside. 
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49. NEW YORK JETS 

Chukwuma Okorafor, OT, 

Western Michigan 

The Jets have question marks across the 
offensive line, and Okorafor might need 
a developmental year before he's ready. 
But he’s exactly the kind of nimble road 
grader who could start for a decade at 
right tackle or guard. 


50. DALLAS COWBOYS 

Simmie Cobbs Jr., WR, Indiana 

Even if the Cowboys think Dez Bryant's 
disappointing 2017 was due to injuries, 
they need a developmental WR behind 
him. Cobbs needs to be more consis- 
tent, but he offers potential as a big 
contested-catch specialist. 


51. DETROIT LIONS 

Rasheem Green, DE, USC 

The Lions have been unable to gener- 
ate a consistent pass rush the past two 
seasons. Although Green is a bit raw, 
he could blossom into a fierce interi- 

or rusher on passing downs, joining 
AShawn Robinson as building blocks on 
the defensive line. 


52. BALTIMORE 
RAVENS 

James Washington, 
WR, Oklahoma State 
Former first-round 
pick Breshad Perri- 
man hasn’t worked 
out in Baltimore, and 
Joe Flacco needs a 
downfield target to 
take advantage of his 
big arm. Washington 
would provide the big- 
play threat they need. 


53. BUFFALO BILLS 

Sony Michel, RB, Georgia 

LeSean McCoy turns 30 this summer, 
has logged nearly 2,700 touches in his 
career and is a free agent after 2018. 
Sean McDermott will likely lean run- 
heavy with the Bills, and Michel could 
step in as their next feature back. 


54. KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 

Sam Hubbard, DE/OLB, Ohio State 
He's not the most explosive pass rusher, 
but Hubbard was productive in the Big 
Ten and could play immediately as a 
third edge rusher for the Chiefs. He 
could even play early downs if K.C. opts 
to make Dee Ford a pass-rush specialist. 


55. CAROLINA PANTHERS 


Armani Watts, S, Texas A&M 
The Panthers used now-37-year-old 


Mike Adams as their second safety 

and Saints cast-off Jairus Byrd as their 
third safety last season. The speed and 
aggressiveness of Watts would fit nicely 
behind a formidable front seven. 


56. BUFFALO BILLS 

D.J. Moore, WR, Maryland 

The Bills hit the reset button on their 
receiving corps last season but added 
only Kelvin Benjamin. A quick catch- 
and-run threat underneath, Moore 
would provide a nice complement to 
the big-bodied Benjamin. 


57. TENNESSEE TITANS 

Deon Cain, WR, Clemson 

Even after adding Corey Davis, the 
Titans lack speed among their receiving 
corps. A raw but high-ceiling prospect, 
Cain has the ability to stretch the field 
vertically and the size to make plays 
against smaller corners. 


58, ATLANTA FALCONS 

Dallas Goedert, TE, South Dakota State 
The Falcons got away from using three 
tight ends last year, but adding Goedert 


would allow them to re-introduce those 
packages. Plus, he has a higher ceiling 
than Austin Hooper and could be the 
starter down the line. 


59. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

Dante Pettis, WR, Washington 

The 49ers continue to rebuild the receiv- 
ing corps for Jimmy Garoppolo, and Pet- 
tis is a savvy playmaker who could find a 
role outside or in the slot. He also gives 
them a potentially elite punt returner. 


60. PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

Kyzir White, S, West Virginia 

Mike Mitchell turns 31 in the spring, 
and the Steelers need to start thinking 
about a long-term solution to pair with 
Sean Davis. White is the kind of phys- 
ical, tone-setting safety Mike Tomlin 
likes. 


61. JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 

lan Thomas, TE, Indiana 

A late bloomer, Thomas offers as much 
upside as any tight end in this class. He 
could develop into exactly the kind of 
movable chess piece the Jaguars need 
in their creative spread attack. 


62. MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
Tim Settle, DT, Virginia Tech 

The Vikings can’t count on Shar- 

rif Floyd coming back. Settle’s 
movement skills combined with his 
size make him an intriguing fit for 
a Minnesota staff that has done a 
great job with player development. 


63. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
Uchenna Nwosu, OLB, USC 

The Patriots must get more athletic 

on the front seven, and Nwosu offers 
the kind of versatility the team craves. 
He could play inside, then become an 
edge-rushing threat on passing downs. 


64. CLEVELAND BROWNS 
Ronald Jones II, RB, USC f 
He might not be a true 20-carry- 
per-game workhorse, but Jones 
is an explosive runner who would 
add a new dimension to the 
Browns ground game. He could 
thrive behind one of the NFL's 
better offensive lines. 
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1. Dexter Lawrence DT Clemson 
2. Rashan Gary DE Michigan 
_3. Ed Oliver 2's Houston _ 
_4. Nick Bosa = DE Ohio State __ 
5. Christian Wilkins DT Clemson 
_6. Andraez Williams CB LSU 
7. Clelin Ferrell DE Clemson 
8. Jonah Williams _ Ol Alabama __ 
9. A.J. Brown Se WR _Ole Miss 
10. Greg Little OT Ole Miss 
11. Raekwon Davis DT Alabama _ 
12. Trey Adams OF _ Washington 
13. Damien Harris ERB: Alabama 
14. Drew Lock QB Missouri _ 
15. DevinWhite  ——siLB SESUBS 
16. Jarrett Stidham = OB: Auburn 
rf OT Clemson »a\ 
1 pth DE Mississippi State a 
19. MartezIvey OT. Florida 
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Lock: Tim Umphrey; Love: 


20. Travis Homer ~ RES Miami (Fla.) Sole 
21. Taylor Rapp S Washington r. 
22. Shea Patterson OB Michigan Jr. 
23. T.J. Edwards Boe Wisconsin oS Sie 
24. Austin Bryant EDE See lemsorua St 
25. Joe Jackson _ DE\= Miami (Fla.) dies 
26. Chauncey Gardner ‘Sinus Florida Jr. 
28. Jaquan Johnson —ss GS _ Miami (Fla.)_ Stas. 
29. Dre’Mont Jones DT Ohio State Surs 
30. Trayvon Mullen = CB Clemson _ Jr. 
31. Michael Deiter Or Wisconsin Sa. 
32. Marlon Davidson DE ——— Auburn Jr. 
33. Cameron Smith LB USCean Se. 
34. Mark Gilbert (sy DUG eee le 
35. Isaiah Buggs DE ____ Alabama _ eee 
36. RyanFinley = QB ————CONNC State Sr. 
37. Corbin Kaufusi _ DE OEE URE ie 


39. Nick Fitzgerald OB 
40. Deandre Baker cB 
41. IsaacNauta TE, 
42. Brian Burns DE 
43. Josh Allen” roll 
44. Jerry Tillery DT_ 
45. Clayton Thorson _ OB 
46. Kaden Smith Te 
47. Parris Campbell == WR 
48. Zach Allen DE 
49. David Edwards OT 
50. Kelly Bryant QB 


______Mississippi State Sr. 


_ Georgia _ Se 

___ Georgia _ cin 
Florida State Jr. 

Boa entUCky Aan Or 
Notre Dame Sr. 

_____ Northwestern Sr. _ 
Stanford Jr. 

Ohio State ES eh 
Boston College _ Sr. 

Wisconsin Sle 

Clemson_ Sia 
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= rq e; <1. MIAMI: JAKE LONG, OT, MICHIGAN 
= Miami (2008-12), St. Louis (2013-14), Atlanta (2015), 
Minnesota (2016) © All-Pro Seasons: 2010 ~ 


Miami made Long the third tackle ever to be selected No. 1 
overall. The first two — Ron Yary (Vikings, 1968) and Orlando 

Pace (Rams, 1997) — ended up in the Hall of Fame. Long's career 
started out as if he might join them. After making the Pro Bowl as 
an injury replacement as a rookie, Long was named a starter in the 
game the next three seasons and was a first-team All-Pro selection 
in 2010. He started 61 straight games to begin his career, but inju- 
ries cost him two games late in the 2011 season, and it was a pre- 
view of things to come. A torn triceps cost him the last four games 
of 2012, and he signed with the Rams as a free agent before 

the 2013 season. Long started 15 games for the Rams but again 
couldn't make it through a full season, tearing the ACL and MCL 
in his right knee. He re-injured the knee seven games into 2014, 
effectively ending his career with the Rams. After playing just 10 
offensive snaps in four games for the Falcons in 2015, Long tried 
one more comeback in October 2016 with the Vikings. He ended 
up making three starts in Minnesota, but his career ended when 
he tore the Achilles in his left leg. It's tough to call Long a bust 
given how effective he was before a bad stretch of injuries, but his 
career certainly turned out to be a disappointment. 


2. ST. LOUIS: CHRIS LONG, DE, 
VIRGINIA 


St. Louis (2008-15), New England 
(2016), Philadelphia (2017-present) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Long has had an impressive career, 
but he and the Rams were probably 
hoping for more when he was chosen 
second overall. After starting every 
game as a rookie, Long started just 
four games in 2009 but increased 

his sack total by one (4.0 to 5.0). He 
then racked up 41.5 sacks over the 
next four seasons but strangely never 
made a Pro Bowl, even after posting 
a career-high 13 sacks in 2011. After 
injury-filled seasons in 2014-15, Long's 
Rams career ended without even 
having been on a team that won more 
than seven games. But he played in 
the Super Bowl in each of the past 
two seasons: as a part-time starter 
with New England in 2016 and as a 
pass-rushing specialist for the Eagles 
in 2017. 


3. ATLANTA: MATT RYAN, QB, 
BOSTON COLLEGE 

Atlanta (2008-present) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2016 

With Michael Vick in jail, the Fal- 
cons had a chance to find their next 
franchise quarterback with the No. 3 
pick, and they chose wisely. Ryan has 
missed just two games in 10 seasons 
(both in 2009), and the Falcons have 
had just two losing seasons with six 
playoff appearances during his time 
in Atlanta. In 2016, Ryan was named 
NFL MVP after throwing 38 touch- 
downs with just seven interceptions 
and leading the league with a 117.1 
passer rating. Unfortunately, the most 
memorable thing from that season 
remains Ryan and the Falcons blowing 
a 28-3 lead to the Patriots in the sec- 
ond half of the Super Bowl. Ryan led 
the Falcons back to the playoffs this 
past season and didn’t seem haunted 
by the loss, but it may have been his 
only shot at a ring. 
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4, OAKLAND: DARREN 
MCFADDEN, RB, ARKANSAS 
Oakland (2008-14), Dallas (2015-17) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

McFadden seemed like a sure thing 
coming out of Arkansas. In three 
seasons, he had done just about ev- 
erything possible on the college level 
except for winning the Heisman Tro- 
phy, although he did finish second in 
the voting twice. But injuries plagued 
him throughout his NFL career, and 
he never lived up to the promise 

of a top-five pick. In seven seasons 
with Oakland, McFadden played in 
all 16 games only once — in his final 
season with the Raiders in 2014. His 
best years were 2010 (1,157 rushing 
yards in 13 games) and 2011 (614 
yards in just seven games). In 2015, 
McFadden started 10 games for the 
Cowboys and rushed for 1,089 yards, 
but he appeared in only three games 
in 2016, and he had just one rushing 
attempt in 2017. 


5. KANSAS CITY: GLENN DORSEY, DT, LSU 

Kansas City (2008-12), San Francisco (2013-16) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Dorsey came out of LSU after winning virtually every major 
award a defensive player could win in 2007, but he was nev- 
er dominant in the NFL. He started every game as a rookie 
and recorded one sack as a defensive tackle, but he moved 
to end in 2009 as the Chiefs switched to a 3-4 defense. He 
remained a starter until his 2012 season ended after four 
games due to a calf injury. He signed with San Francisco 

in 2013 and recorded two sacks, but his 2014 season was 
lost to a torn biceps. He played 10 games in 2015 before 
an ACL tear ended his season. He never fully recovered, 
battling knee issues throughout 12 games in 2016. 


6. N.Y. JETS: VERNON GHOLSTON, DE, OHIO STATE 
N.Y. Jets (2008-2010) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 

Gholston had a huge 2007 season at Ohio State with 14 
sacks, and he shot further up draft boards at the NFL Com- 
bine when his 37 reps on the bench press tied for the most 
at the event. But Gholston ended up as the biggest bust 
of the 2008 draft and perhaps one of the biggest ever. He 
started just five games in three seasons for the Jets, never 
recording a sack, and he never played again after being 
cut by the Rams before the 2012 season. 


7. NEW ORLEANS: SEDRICK ELLIS, DT, USC 

New Orleans (2008-12) # All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Saints traded up three spots to select Ellis, who was 
solid if not spectacular for the team, starting all 70 games 
in which he saw action over five seasons and recording 
12.5 sacks. Not exactly what the Saints had in mind for 

a top-10 pick, but good enough to earn a free-agent 
deal with the Bears after the 2012 season. But Ellis never 
reported to training camp in 2013, walking away from the 
NFL and into retirement. 


8. JACKSONVILLE: DERRICK HARVEY, DE, FLORIDA 
Jacksonville (2008-10), Denver (2011) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Like Gholston, Harvey was an athletic defensive end who 
wowed scouts with his measurables, so much so that Jack- 
sonville traded up all the way from No. 26 to take him. But 
he was never all that dominant in college. In three seasons 
at Florida, he was a second-team All-SEC pick twice, with 
his best season coming in 2007 with 8.5 sacks. Alas, that 
was more than he’d compile in his entire NFL career. He 
started 32 games in three seasons for Jacksonville, record- 
ing eight sacks and one interception. He was cut during 
training camp in 2011 before catching on with Denver for 
just five games. 


9. CINCINNATI: KEITH RIVERS, LB, USC 

Cincinnati (2008-10), N.Y. Giants (2012-13), Buffalo (2014) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Rivers got off to a strong start as a rookie, starting the Ben- 
gals’ first seven games before his season was ended thanks 
to a broken jaw from a blind-side crackback block by Hines 
Ward of the Steelers. Rivers started 13 games in each of the 
next two seasons but missed all of 2011 with a wrist injury 
and was dealt to the Giants for a fifth-round pick. After two 
uneventful seasons in New York, Rivers signed with Buffalo 
and started three games in 2014. He then signed with Dal- 
las but retired on the first day of 2015 training camp. 


10. NEW ENGLAND: JEROD MAYO, LB, TENNESSEE 
New England (2008-15) « All-Pro Seasons: 2010 

While Rivers, Harvey and Gholston were busts, the 
Patriots found a perfect fit in Mayo. The former Vol was 
named Defensive Rookie of the Year after starting all 

16 games and racking up 126 tackles. It was the first of 
five straight seasons of at least 100 tackles, including a 
career-high 175 in 2010 when he was named first-team 
All-Pro. Injuries limited Mayo to just six games in both 
2013 and 2014, and his playing time dropped off in 
2015. He was injured during the 2015 playoffs and an- 
nounced his retirement after the season. Despite playing 
for the Patriots for eight seasons, Mayo was never on the 
active roster for a team that won a Super Bowl due to 
bad timing with injuries. 


11. BUFFALO: LEODIS MCKELVIN, CB, TROY 

Buffalo (2008-15), Philadelphia (2016) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

The Bills made McKelvin the first cornerback taken in 

the draft, and he turned out to be a big play waiting to 
happen; the only question was which team would benefit. 
McKelvin gave up plenty of big plays in a nine-year NFL 
career, enough that he never could lock down a starting 
spot for more than a couple seasons. But he also finished 
his career with six return touchdowns (three punts, one 
kickoff and two interceptions). After eight years in Buffa- 
lo, McKelvin spent one year in Philadelphia before being 
released after the 2016 season. 


12. DENVER: RYAN CLADY, OT, BOISE STATE 

Denver (2008-15), N.Y. Jets (2016) 

All-Pro Seasons: 2009, 2012 

The second offensive tackle taken after top pick Jake 
Long, Clady currently has more All-Pro seasons to his cred- 
it than any other 2008 first-round pick. He started every 
game for the first five years of his career, making three Pro 
Bowls and earning those All-Pro honors in 2009 and 2012. 
A foot injury ended his 2013 season after only two games, 
but he returned to make another Pro Bowl after starting all 
16 games in 2014. The injury bug bit again when he tore 
an ACL in May 2015, costing him the entire season, and 
he was traded to the Jets in April 2016. A torn rotator cuff 
ended his 2016 season after nine games, and he never 
played in the NFL again. 
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13. CAROLINA: JONATHAN STEWART, RB, OREGON 
Carolina (2008-present) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 


14, CHICAGO: CHRIS WILLIAMS, OT, VANDERBILT 
Chicago (2008-12, '14), St. Louis (2012-13), Buffalo (2014) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Williams was an All-SEC tackle at Vanderbilt, but a back 
injury kept him off the field until November of his rookie 
season. He became a full-time starter in 2009 and played 
in 38 of the Bears’ next 41 games, all starts, at one of the 
tackle spots or left guard, But in November 2011, Williams 
dislocated his wrist and never started another game for the 
Bears. He went on to start 19 more games over the next 
two seasons for the Rams and Bills before a back injury 
forced him to retire. 


15. KANSAS CITY: BRANDEN 
ALBERT, OG, VIRGINIA 
Kansas City (2008-13), Miami 
(2014-16) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

A guard in college, Albert 
moved to tackle for the Chiefs, 
who got six solid seasons out 
of him as he started 83 games 
in his Kansas City career, culminating with a 2013 Pro Bowl 
selection, He signed with Miami in 2014 and started 35 
games over the next three seasons, earning another Pro 
Bowl bid in 2015. But Albert's career took an odd turn as 
he was traded to Jacksonville for tight end Julius Thomas 
in March 2017, and he abruptly announced his retirement 
on July 31, 2017 


Best k by Round 


ROUND 2 - Matt Forté, RB, Tulane (Bears) 

Five running backs were taken before the Bears tabbed 
Forté at No, 44 overall, all in the first round, and Forté 
has been better than all of them. While he has made 
only two Pro Bowls, he was one of the best all-around 
backs in the NFL for all eight of his seasons in Chicago. 
His role has diminished since joining the Jets in 2016, 
but Forté was incredibly durable and consistent with 
the Bears, averaging more than 1,000 yards rushing and 
nearly 1,600 yards from scrimmage in the Windy City. 


ROUND 5 - Jamaal Charles, RB, Texas (Chiefs) 

While injuries have always nagged Charles — he’s 
played in all 16 games of a season only three times, 
while playing five or fewer three other times — few 
backs have been better when healthy. He produced five 
1,000-yard rushing seasons for Kansas City and three 
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Stewart has had an odd career for the Panthers. He's been good enough to 
keep around for 10 years, but he’s also been injured enough to force Carolina 
to always have another option in the backfield. He began his career sharing 
the workload with DeAngelo Williams for seven years before earning his only 
Pro Bowl selection in 2015. He's played in all 16 games only three times and 
not once since 2011. He's averaged more than 5.0 yards per carry twice but 
less than 4.0 four times. He rushed for 10 touchdowns in each of his first two 
seasons but then only 10 more over the next five seasons. Has Stewart lived 
up to his first-round draft status? Sometimes, yes; sometimes, no. 


16. ARIZONA: DOMINIQUE RODGERS-CROMARTIE, 
DB, TENNESSEE STATE 

Arizona (2008-10), Philadelphia (2011-12), Denver (2013), 
N.Y. Giants (2014-present) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 
Rodgers-Cromartie has become a bit of a journeyman, but 
he's been an effective corner in the NFL for four different 
franchises. After starting 11 games as a rookie and picking 
off four passes, Rodgers-Cromartie went to the Pro Bowl 
in 2009 after starting every game and recording six more 
interceptions. Despite another solid season in 2010 and 
the fact that he had 13 interceptions in three seasons (with 
four returned for scores), he was traded to Philadelphia 

in a deal for quarterback Kevin Kolb. After two seasons 
with the Eagles and one with Denver, Rodgers-Cromartie 
signed with the Giants, for whom he has started 45 games 
over the last four seasons. He earned a second Pro Bowl 
bid in 2015. 


17. DETROIT: GOSDER CHERILUS, OT, 

BOSTON COLLEGE 

Detroit (2008-12), Indianapolis (2013-14), Tampa Bay 
(2015-16) © All-Pro Seasons: None 

Cherilus protected the blind side of No. 3 overall pick Matt 
Ryan at Boston College, where he started a school-record 
51 straight games. He started 71 more over five seasons 
at right tackle for the Lions before moving on to the Colts 
in 2013. He signed with Tampa Bay in 2015 and was a 
full-time starter for one season before starting three of 15 
games in 2016. He retired before the 2017 season. 


times posted more than 1,700 yards from scrimmage. 
He made four Pro Bowls and twice was named All-Pro, 
including in 2010 when he racked up 1,935 yards from 
scrimmage despite starting only six games while shar- 
ing the backfield with Thomas Jones, 


ROUND 4 - Josh Sitton, OL, UCF (Packers) 

Sitton was the final pick of the fourth round, going No. 
135 overall to Green Bay. Drafted as a tackle, Sitton 
moved to guard and started two games as a rookie 
before settling in for seven years as a starter for the 
Packers. After making the Pro Bowl in 2012, '14 and '15, 
Sitton signed with the Bears, making another Pro Bow! 
in 2016 and starting in three different spots in 2017. 


ROUND 5 - Brandon Carr, DB, Grand Valley State 
(Chiefs) Carr has never been to a Pro Bowl in 10 sea- 
sons, and he’s played for three different teams. But 
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18. BALTIMORE: JOE FLACCO, OB, DELAWARE 
Baltimore (2008-present) * All-Pro Seasons: None 
Flacco has always seemed to leave critics wanting 
more, never putting up elite numbers and often stum- 
bling in the postseason. But then, he has played his 
whole career in the same conference with Tom Brady, 
Peyton Manning and Ben Roethlisberger. Given that 
drafting a quarterback in the first round seems to be 
about a 50-50 proposition, the Ravens hit a home run 
with Flacco. He's started all but six games in 10 years, 
missing all six of those in 2015 — and he's never had a 
losing record in any of his full seasons. While he strug- 
gled early in his postseason career, he is 10-5 overall 
as a starter in the playoffs with 25 touchdowns and 
just 10 interceptions. In 2012, he enjoyed one of the 
best postseason runs ever. In four games on the way to 
winning Super Bowl XLVII, Flacco threw for 1,140 yards 
with 11 touchdowns and no interceptions. 


19. CAROLINA: JEFF OTAH, OT, PITTSBURGH 
Carolina (2008-11) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 


While five offensive linemen had already been taken, the 
Panthers thought so highly of Otah that they traded their 
second- and fourth-round picks, plus their 2009 first-round- 
er, to get back into the first round and grab him here. After 
starting 25 of 32 games at right tackle in 2008-09, Otah 
saw his career derailed by injury. He missed all of 2010 
after knee surgery and played only four games in 2011 as 
knee problems continued. He was traded to the Jets in the 
summer of 2012 but failed his physical and never played 
again. 


he’s also never missed a start, getting the nod in all 

160 games, plus four playoff games, and he’s still in the 
league. That’s pretty good for a guy who was the 140th 
pick in the draft. Carl Nicks, an offensive lineman taken 

with the 164th pick, deserves mention as the latest pick 
in the 2008 draft to be named an All-Pro, but he played 
‘only six seasons. 


ROUND 6 - Pierre Garcon, WR, Mount Union (Colts) 
Garcon was the 205th pick in the draft as the Colts took 
a flyer on a wideout from the Division III ranks. No other 
receiver from the 2008 draft has caught more pass- 

es, and only DeSean Jackson and Jordy Nelson, both 
second-round picks, have more yards and touchdowns 
for their careers. And he wasn’t merely a beneficiary 

of Peyton Manning's greatness; Garcon had his best 
season with the Colts catching passes from the likes of 


20. TAMPA BAY: AQIB TALIB, CB, KANSAS 


Tampa Bay (2008-12), New England (2012-13), Denver 
(2014-present) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: 2016 


The third corner taken in the draft turned out to be the 
best of the bunch, although Talib has found most of his 
success away from Tampa Bay. After starting two games 
as a rookie, Talib became a full-time starter in 2009 and 
developed into one of the game's best corners. After four 
games in 2012, he was suspended for four games for 
violating the league's policy on performance-enhancing 
substances and traded to New England. Talib started to 
get recognition for his strong play with the Patriots and 
made his first Pro Bowl in 2013. That earned him a six-year, 
$57 million contract with Denver, where he has made four 
more Pro Bowls and was a first-team All-Pro in 2016. Since 
entering the league, Talib ranks second among all players 
with 34 interceptions and first in interceptions returned for 
touchdowns with 10. 


21. ATLANTA: SAM BAKER, OT, USC 

Atlanta (2008-14) « All-Pro Seasons: None 

Like Carolina two picks earlier, the Falcons felt the need to 
trade back into the first round for an offensive tackle, even 
though the best prospects at the position were long gone. 
It didn’t work out much better for Atlanta. Baker started 
more than six games only three times in his first five sea- 
sons, but he did parlay starting every game in 2012 into a 
six-year contract worth $41.5 million, including $18.25 mil- 
lion guaranteed. But he suffered a torn left patella tendon 
four games into 2013 and was never the same. 


22. DALLAS: FELIX JONES, RB, ARKANSAS 

Dallas (2008-12), Pittsburgh (2013) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Using the first-round pick acquired a year before from the 
Browns in the Brady Quinn deal, Jerry Jones couldn't resist 
grabbing a fellow Arkansas product who had posted back- 
to-back 1,000-yard rushing seasons despite sharing the 
Razorbacks backfield with Darren McFadden. Jones lasted 
five seasons in Dallas, mostly as a change-of-pace back 
and receiving threat. He signed with the Eagles in free 
agency before the 2013 season but was then traded to 

the Steelers during preseason. He ended up starting two 
games but carried only 48 times and caught nine passes as 
a reserve. 


Curtis Painter and Dan Orlovsky before moving on to 
Washington. He had two 1,000-yard seasons with the 
Redskins and led the NFL with 113 catches in 2013. After 
signing with San Francisco for 2017, Garcon played just 
eight games due to a neck injury. 


ROUND 7 - Stevie Johnson, WR, Kentucky (Bills) 

No fewer than 30 wide receivers were taken in the 2008 
draft before the Bills tabbed Johnson with the 224th 
pick overall. Of those 30, only Jordy Nelson, DeSean. 
Jackson and Pierre Garcon have produced more yards 
and touchdowns than Johnson. Once he moved into the 
starting lineup in 2010, Johnson averaged 79 catches 
for 1,041 yards over the next three seasons and caught 
23 touchdowns over that time. In the process, he be- 
came the only receiver in Bills history to record three 
straight 1,000-yard seasons. 
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23. PITTSBURGH: RASHARD MENDENHALL, RB, ILLINOIS 
Pittsburgh (2008-12), Arizona (2013) 

All-Pro Seasons: None 

Mendenhall was expected to complement Willie Parker in 
the Steelers backfield, but things got off to a rough start 

as he had fumble problems in preseason of his rookie year 
and then was lost for the season in late September when 
he fractured his shoulder, Almost a year to the day later, 
Mendenhall started for an injured Parker and didn’t give up 
the job for three seasons, starting all but one game through 
the end of the 2011 season. He rushed for 1,108 yards and 
seven scores in 2009, then had his best season in 2010 with 
1,273 yards and 13 touchdowns. He signed with Arizona 
and scored eight TDs as a reserve in 2013. 


24, TENNESSEE: CHRIS JOHNSON, RB, EAST CAROLINA 
Tennessee (2008-13), N.Y. Jets (2014), Arizona (2015-17) 
All-Pro Seasons: 2009 

The third consecutive running back off the board and fifth 
of the first round, Johnson turned out to be the best of the 
bunch. He shot up draft boards when he ran the fastest 
40 in NFL Combine history up to that point (4.24), and 

he lived up to the hype. After rushing for 1,228 yards as 

a rookie, Johnson became the sixth player in NFL history 
to rush for 2,000 yards in a season, racking up 2,006 yards 
and 14 touchdowns on the ground and an NFL-best 2,509 
yards from scrimmage in 2009, his only All-Pro season. He 
made his third straight Pro Bow! the following season with 
1,364 yards and 11 TDs rushing in 2010. He hasn’t made 
a Pro Bowl since, but he put up three more 1,000-yard 
seasons to make it six in a row to start his career. He was 


released and signed with the Jets in 2014. He had some 
nice moments with the Jets and later the Cardinals but 
never matched the production he had with the Titans. 


25. DALLAS: MIKE JENKINS, DB, SOUTH FLORIDA 
Dallas (2008-12), Oakland (2013), Tampa Bay (2014-15) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Jenkins’ career got off to a bit of a slow start as he was 
mainly a nickel corner as a rookie. Still, he started three 
games and returned his only interception for a touchdown. 
He made the Pro Bowl in 2009 after starting 15 games 

and picking off five passes, and he started all 28 games he 
played in 2010-11. After starting just two games in 2012, he 
signed with Oakland and started 15 games in 2013, picking 
off two passes and racking up a career-best 65 tackles. 
After moving on to Tampa Bay, he was injured in the 2014 
opener and missed the rest of the season. He started just 
five games in 2015 and signed with Arizona for 2016. But he 
tore an ACL in preseason and never played again. 


26. HOUSTON: DUANE BROWN, OT, VIRGINIA TECH 
Houston (2008-17), Seattle (2017) * All-Pro Seasons: 2012 
Brown was the eighth offensive lineman taken in the first 
round, but his career has turned out better than most. He 
started all 16 games as a rookie and in fact has started every 
game he's played in the NFL. Over his first nine seasons, 
Brown played 132 of a possible 144 games, making three 
Pro Bowls (2012-14) and earning All-Pro honors in 2012. 

In 2017, Brown wanted a new contract and threatened to 
retire, holding out for six games before returning Oct. 29 vs. 
Seattle. Two days later, he was traded to the Seahawks for 
two draft picks and started the final nine games. 


Passing Yards Receptions Games Started 

1. Matt Ryan 41,796 1. Pierre Garcon 604 1. Brandon Carr 160 

2, Joe Flacco 35,780 2. Matt Forté 554 2. Matt Ryan 158 

3. Chad Henne 12,931 3. Jordy Nelson 550 3. Joe Flacco 154 

\ 4. Matt Flynn 2,541 4. DeSean Jackson 548 4. Duane Brown 142 

5. Josh Johnson 1,042 5. Martellus Bennett 433 5. Josh Sitton 137 
Rushing Yards Yards From Scrimmage Sacks 

Matt Forté 9,796 1. Matt Forté 14,468 1. Cliff Avril 74.0 

Chris Johnson 9,651 2. Chris Johnson 11,906 2. Calais Campbell 71.0 

Jamaal Charles 7,556 3. Jamaal Charles 10,142 3. Chris Long 63.5 

Jonathan Stewart 7,318 4. DeSean Jackson 9,905 4. William Hayes 35.5 

Ray Rice 6,180 Ses 5. Ray Rice 9,214 5. Erik Walden 35.0 
Receiving Yards Touchdowns Tackles 

. DeSean Jackson 9,487 1. Matt Forté 75 1. Curtis Lofton 667 

. Jordy Nelson 7848 2. Jordy Nelson 69 2. Brandon Carr 536 

. Pierre Garcon = 7,568 3. Jamaal Charles 65 3. Jerod Mayo 535 

. Stevie Johnson 4,764 4. Chris Johnson 64 4. Tyvon Branch 463 

. Matt Forté 4,672 5. Jonathan Stewart 58 5. Brandon Flowers 429 


Games Played 


1. Brandon Carr 160 
2. Matt Ryan 158 
3t. Calais Campbell 154 
3t. Joe Flacco 154 


5. D. Rodgers-Cromartie 153 
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Interceptions 


1. Aqib Talib 34 
2. D. Rodgers-Cromartie 30 
3. Brandon Flowers 21 
4. Brandon Carr 19 
5. Quintin Demps 18 


27. SAN DIEGO: ANTOINE CASON, DB, ARIZONA 

San Diego (2008-12), Arizona (2013), Carolina (2014), Baltimore 
(2014) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 

Cason was an All-American at Arizona and blessed with great size for 

a corner at 6'1", but he never blossomed into the shutdown defender 
the Chargers expected. While he never missed a game in five seasons 
in San Diego, he didn't become a full-time starter until his third season. 
Cason signed with the Cardinals but lasted just one season as a reserve. 
He signed with Carolina in 2014 and was cut after starting 11 games, 
but he landed in Baltimore, where he finished his career playing the last 
two regular-season games and two playoff games for the Ravens. 


Which player drafted in 2008 has been selected 
to the most Pro Bowls? 

It's wide receiver Matthew Slater, of course. 
Chosen by New England out of UCLA in the fifth 
round (153rd overall), Slater has one career catch 


and two career rushing attempts but has been to 
seven Pro Bowls for his special teams work, He 
was even named first-team All-Pro in 2016. No 
other player chosen in 2008 has been to more 
than five Pro Bowls. 


28. SEATTLE: LAWRENCE JACKSON, DE, USC 

Seattle (2008-09), Detroit (2010-12) « All-Pro Seasons: None 

Jackson was the third USC defender and fourth Trojan overall taken in 
the first round, but none of them found NFL stardom, Jackson lasted 
just two seasons in Seattle, playing in all 32 games and starting 24 

of them. After just 6.5 sacks in the two seasons combined, he was 
traded to Detroit. He never started a game for the Lions but had a 
career-high 6.0 sacks in 11 games in 2010. His sack total dropped to 
4.5 in 2011 and 2.5 in 2012, his final season on an active roster. 


29. SAN FRANCISCO: KENTWAN BALMER, DT, NORTH CAROLINA 
San Francisco (2008-09), Seattle (2010), Washington (2011-12) 
All-Pro Seasons: None 

Balmer was drafted as a defensive tackle but was moved immediately 
to 3-4 end by the 49ers, and it didn't work very well. Despite playing 
in 27 games in two years with San Francisco, Balmer never started a 
game and totaled 19 tackles and no sacks. He was traded to Seattle, 
where he started 11 games and had a career-high 43 tackles in 2010. 
He was cut by both the Seahawks and the Panthers in the 2011 pre- 
season before playing three games late in the season for Washington. 
He failed to register a sack in his career. 


30. N.Y. JETS: DUSTIN KELLER, TE, PURDUE 

N.Y. Jets (2008-12) ¢ All-Pro Seasons: None 

An impressive Combine performance prompted the Jets to make 
Keller the first tight end off the board in 2008. He was a solid if not 
spectacular performer, never missing a game in his first four seasons 
and starting 43 of them. After catching 48 and 45 passes in his first 
two seasons, Keller led the Jets with 55 catches in 2010 and 65 in 
2011, including five touchdowns in each season. 


31. N.Y. GIANTS: KENNY PHILLIPS, DB, MIAMI (FLA.) 

N.Y. Giants (2008-12), New Orleans (2015) # All-Pro Seasons: None 
The defending Super Bowl champs made Phillips the first safety off 
the board, and he played in every game as a rookie with three starts. 
Phillips was diagnosed with arthritis in his left knee and played just 
two games in 2009 before undergoing microfracture surgery. He 
returned to start 30 games over the next two seasons but was slowed 
by another injury in 2012. He was out of football until 2015, when he 
started three games for the Saints before being cut in October. 


Note: New England forfeited its first-round pick due to “Spygate.” 


Best/Worst Drafts 


Best Draft: Kansas City Chiefs. The 
Chiefs didn’t find any future Hall of 
Famers or a franchise quarterback, but 
they got a ton of production out of a 
whopping 12 picks. Five players (Glenn 
Dorsey, Branden Albert, Brandon Flow- 
ers, Jamaal Charles and Brandon Carr) 
played at least 1OO games in the NFL 
and combined to go to seven Pro Bowls. 
Even sixth-round pick Barry Richardson 
was a full-time starter for three seasons. 


Next Best; Atlanta Falcons. The Falcons 
also found five players who would go 
on to play at least 100 games, including 
franchise quarterback Matt Ryan. But 
other than Ryan, only DB Thomas De- 
Coud ever made a Pro Bowl, And while 
the Chiefs got at least some first-round 
production out of top picks Dorsey and 
Albert, Atlanta missed on tackle Sam 
Baker at 21st overall, costing them the 
top spot here. 

Worst Draft: Cleveland Browns. The 
Browns doomed this draft before it even 
began. Their first-rounder was dealt a 
full year earlier to move up and take 
quarterback Brady Quinn in the 2007 
Draft. Oops. Their second- and third- 
round picks were traded to get veteran 
defensive linemen in Corey Williams 
and Shaun Rodgers, who combined 

to produce one Pro Bowl season for 
Cleveland. Left with five picks in the last 
four rounds, the Browns were lucky to 
find a decent starter in defensive tackle 
Ahtyba Rubin in the sixth round. Rubin 
lasted seven years in Cleveland. 

Next Worst: San Diego Chargers. The 
Chargers had to make do without sec- 
ond- and fourth-round picks and didn’t 
exactly hit a home run with first-round 
choice Antoine Cason. The cornerback 
out of Arizona couldn't crack the start- 
ing lineup until 2010, was gone from San 
Diego by 2013 and out of the league 
after 2014. Third-round pick Jacob Hes- 
ter never started more than 10 games at 
fullback in any of his five NFL seasons, 
and none of the Chargers’ other picks 
played more than five NFL games. 
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If you can play, the NFL will find 
you, or so the adage goes. Rarely 
are players from Alabama and Rich- 
mond on equal footing, but when 
the draft process comes along, front 
offices will dissect each player for 
signs that he can help win football 
games on the professional level. 

Every season brings dozens of 
players who are unknown to even 
the most ardent football fans. 

Here's a look at some of the most 
interesting prospects from the FBS 
small conferences and FCS ranks. 


MIKE WHITE, GB 
Western Kentucky 


College recruiters had no idea what to 
make of White as a quarterback prospect 
— for the longest time, he had no high 
school film. 

More of a baseball player at University 
School in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., White was 
content to back up his friends and wait his 
turn when it came to football. 

“They'd come to watch me practice, but 
what can you really get from that?” White 
says of college assistants. “Are they really 
going to offer you a scholarship based on a 
high school practice?” 

When he did earn the QB! tag as a se- 
nior, White found a truer calling. The team 
went 13-0, winning a state title while aver- 
aging 40 points per game. Despite a 90 mph 
fastball and a chance to play pro baseball, 
football had suddenly become his passion. 

“I grew into my body and got the hang 
of the sport. I took it more seriously. I fell 
in love with it,” White says of a revela- 
tion following his junior year. “When 
you throw your first touchdown, I swear, 
there's nothing like it” 

The senior season showcase was enough 
for USF, then coached by Willie Taggart, to 
give White a shot. 

After a couple of years in Tampa, 
another Miami-area product, Brandon 
Doughty, suggested White join him at 
Western Kentucky. Doughty thought Jeff 
Brohm's wide-open offense seemed to be 
a better fit. 

After a year, Brohm left for Purdue, and 


small schools 


Notre Dame coordinator Mike Sanford 


took over at WKU. By the end of his five- 
year college career, White had played for 
three head coaches. And he had had five 
different coordinators and five different 
quarterbacks coaches, 

He played in a pro-style offense under 
Taggart, a more spread-oriented system 
with Brohm and then a hybrid of the two 
under Sanford. 

“I'm pretty much ready for anything. 
‘There isn’t an offense you can throw at me 
and catch me off-guard,” White says. “I 
think that’s one of the biggest things I have 
compared to other quarterbacks in this 
draft class.” 

‘The last of White's position coaches, 
Western Kentucky's Steve Spurrier Jr., 
commends White as one of the most accu- 
rate passers he’s ever been around. 

White had a pedestrian 51.6 comple- 
tion rate at USF — but it jumped to 66.4 
percent in the two seasons at Western 
Kentucky. He threw for 8,540 yards and 
63 touchdowns (15 interceptions) while 
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winning 17 games for the Hilltoppers. 

“He'll have a real chance (in the NFL),” 
Spurrier Jr. says. 

Asa relative newcomer to the sport, 
only six years into on-field experience at 
this point, White says he feels like it’s an 
asset that he has not yet approached his 
ceiling. 

Footwork in particular is something he 
continues to work on leading up to the 
draft. White has worked for years with re- 
nowned quarterbacks coach Ken Mastrole, 
who is based in South Florida. 

“I could play 15 years or one year, and 
Tl work on footwork as long as I play this 
game,’ White says. 

Ina parallel universe, maybe White is a 
pitcher in a minor-league system some- 
where. He says he actually has friends 
from back home doing just that. 

“T talk to them and, yeah, with the bus 
trips and everything, maybe that’s not all 
it’s cracked up to be.” White says, “I com- 
mitted to football and told myself I'd never 
look back. I love doing what I'm doing” 


Jackson, 


Jacksonville State 


Jacksonville State 


An excited shriek came from Jackson's 
table as the 6'3", 245-pound specimen rose 
to his feet. One of his family members 
couldn't contain her joy after the Jackson- 
ville State defensive end was named the 
winner of the Buck Buchanan Award for 
the country’s top FCS defender. 

Even with JSU’s high level of success 
in the past decade or so, Jackson was the 
school’s first Buchanan finalist. He then 
went ahead and won the trophy. 

Jackson ended his college career as the 
school-record holder in tackles for a loss 
(60.5) and sacks (27.5). Not too bad for a 
player who arrived as a raw, underweight 
safety prospect. 

He beamed in early January as he ad- 
dressed the banquet room in Frisco, Texas. 

“Man,” he said, “I'm just turned up.” 

Gamecocks coach John Grass laughs as 
he thinks of Jackson’s genuine, heartfelt 
speech. 

“That was just him. He's lit up all the 
time,’ Grass says. “His personality is very 
contagious. I guess I've known him five- 
and-a-half years now, and I think I can 
remember him having maybe two or three 
bad days. He’s always got a smile on his 
face, He's always gratefull” 

In fact, Grass says the attitudes of his 
two defensive stars, Jackson and Neal, will 
be as important to their future NFL fran- 


chises as their physical 
attributes. 

“They're going to 
affect any building 
they walk into in a 
positive way,” Grass 
says. “It's special 
enough to be good 
football players, but it’s 
even more uncommon 
to be the types of peo- 
ple that they are. 

“They'll be commu- 
nity leaders when ball’s 
over. I'm probably more proud of that.” 

In the interim, there's ball. 

Neal leveraged a Senior Bowl invite 
to demonstrate his size (6'1", 205) and 
versatility for scouts. At Jacksonville State, 
Grass says that Neal played every position 
in the defensive backfield. 

He showed in Mobile, Ala., that he's 
more than capable of covering as a corner. 
One analyst noted that he locked down 
Oklahoma State standout James Washing- 
ton, the Biletnikoff Award winner, in one 
practice session. 

Grass believes Neal will also be a special 
teams whiz, always vital in pro teams’ 
assessments. 

“T think he really helped himself} Grass 
says of the Senior Bowl experience. “He 
doesn't mind contact. He can do about 
anything you ask him to do” 

‘That includes winning. Jackson's and 
Neal's Jacksonville State teams finished 
with a 43-8 record. They didn’t lose a 


conference game. They played in the FCS 
national title game in 2015. 

“Anything they could do to help the 
team, those two did,’ Grass says. “I’m 
really proud of both of those guys. They 
set the standard for us.” 


Richmond 


NFL coaches, scouts and general man- 
agers entered Senior Bowl week curious to 
see what Heisman winner Baker Mayfield 
and Wyoming wild card Josh Allen had to 
offer at the quarterback position. 

By the end of the week in Mobile, Ala., 
they were raving about an FCS-level QB 

who outshined Mayfield, Allen and 
others to earn the game's Most Out- 
standing Player honor. 
Lauletta entered in the second half 
and completed 8-of-12 throws for 198 
yards and three touchdowns in the South 
team’s 45-16 romp over the North, 

‘The Richmond product's precision at 
fitting passes into tight windows stood out 
to those watching and evaluating. He re- 
peatedly hit well-covered targets on time, 
even though hei just met those receivers 
days earlier. 

As much as Lauletta opened some 
eyes, almost certainly boosting his stock, 
the performance didn’t exactly come as 
a shock to the 6'3", 215-pound native of 
Exton, Pa. 

“Tt was big for me to prove that I belong 
and that I’m as good as those other quar- 
terbacks out there,” Lauletta says, “but I've 
never been a guy who's lacked confidence 
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in myself. I'm not a guy who gets nervous 
on those big stages.” 

Cases in point during his Richmond 
career: In a 2016 rout of FBS big brother 
Virginia, Lauletta threw for 337 yards and 
three scores. 

‘And when ESPN’s College GameDay 
showed up in 2015 for the rivalry game at 
James Madison, the Lauletta-led Spiders 
put up 59 points and 720 total yards in 
victory. 

“T feel like that brings out the best in 
me. I've performed best in those mo- 
ments,’ he says. “If you're an NFL team, 
that’s what you want: someone who plays 
big in big moments, and it doesn’t bother 
them. They're not nervous. It's what they 
thrive on. I feel like I thrive on those 
moments.” 

Lauletta excelled in college despite 
nearly constant coaching turnover while 
at Richmond — turmoil that figures to 
pay unintentional dividends. He says that 
playing in four different offenses in four 
seasons will only help him as he works to 
learn an NEL playbook. 

“T feel like I could create an entire 
offense, if I had to, just with all the things 
T’ve run and been around,” he says. 

Regardless whether it’s fair, Lauletta 
acknowledges that he believes FCS quar- 
terbacks have a different burden of proof 
when it comes to their résumés. 

‘The success stories of Joe Flacco (Del- 
aware) and Carson Wentz (North Dakota 
State) help — but only so much, he says. 

“All you can do is play your game, but 
you do hear a lot about level of compe- 
tition,” Lauletta says. “So I think you do 
have to answer more questions. You do 
have to perform at a higher level. Your film 
does have to stand out even more so. It's 
part of it. 

“That's why the Senior Bowl was really 
important for me” 


MARCUS DAVENPORT, DE 
UTSA 


University of Texas-San Antonio coach 
Frank Wilson does not mince words when 
considering what he thought of Davenport 
when he took over the UTSA program in 
early 2016. 

“Not much, to be honest,” Wilson says, 
letting out a little laugh. 

He estimates that, at that point in time, 
the 6'7" Davenport weighed about 215 
pounds. He was lanky and showed inter- 
mittent promise, but he was simply too 
light to make an impact; he was too often 
pushed around by opposing offensive 
linemen. When the competition level went 
up in the Roadrunners’ non-conference 
games, he was all but helpless. 

Wilson and his strength staff respond- 
ed by putting Davenport on a program 
to beef up. The results, based largely on 
his work ethic, were astonishing: Daven- 
port completed his college career at 262 
pounds. Subsequently, he left UTSA as the 
school’s all-time leader in tackles for a loss 
(38), sacks (22) and quarterback hurries 
(21). His senior season included 17.5 tack- 
les for a loss, 8.5 of them sacks. 

‘The lightly recruited San Antonio native 
turned himself into an elite-level pass 
rusher, to the point that Wilson, a former 
SEC assistant, says he compares favorably 
to two exceptional linemen he saw in 
that league: Greg Hardy (Ole Miss) and 
Barkevious Mingo (LSU). 

Hardy was a Pro Bowler before off-field 
issues derailed his career. Mingo was a 
top-10 pick in 2013. 

“He's not as thick as Hardy, and he’s 
bigger and as athletic as Mingo,” Wilson 
says, adding that pure desire was central 
to the weight gain that allowed Daven- 
port to become a legitimate pro prospect. 
“His want-to was always there. It wasn't a 
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lack of motivation or anything like that. 
He wanted to be a really good player and 
thought he could be. 

“He believed. Everything he thought he 
could be, it started to happen. He played 
with that type of vengeance.” 

With that attitude and his confidence 
soaring, Davenport had a monster Senior 
Bowl week in January to bolster his draft 
stock. In the game itself, Davenport sacked 
Baker Mayfield and later returned a fum- 
ble for a touchdown. 

“From everybody I talked to, coaches 
and GMs, they were pleasantly pleased,” 
Wilson says, adding that “level of compe- 
tition” could no longer be a factor for NFL 
evaluators. “He was the best against the 
best there” 

Showing his athleticism, Davenport also 
recently won an all-star skills competition 
for outgoing college players. 

Wilson sees a player who's bigger in size, 
yes, but one who is still only scratching the 
surface of his potential. 

“He's still a raw player that has a skill set 
that’s being refined,” Wilson says. “There's 
still a lot of room for growth. He will be an 
outstanding NFL player” 


ANTHONY MILLER, WR 
Memphis 


Just after Miller became Memphis all- 
time leading receiver this past fall, setting 
school records in a number of categories, 

a reporter asked him if he thought all that 
was possible when he arrived on campus 
in 2013. 

“As honest and genuine as he could 
be, he said, “Yes,” Memphis coach Mike 
Norvell says. 

What's incredible about that statement is 
that Miller began his college career paying 
his own way. The local product from Chris- 
tian Brothers High School was a walk-on. 

“That competitive drive that he has, 
that's what makes him him,’ Norvell says. 
“Having that chip on his shoulder, he’s 
been determined to do something special.” 

He certainly did, considering that he’s 
Memphis’ record holder in catches, yards 
and touchdowns. And he holds all those 
marks for the trifecta of career, single 
season and individual games. Amazingly, 
Miller notched all those records in just 
three seasons. (He redshirted in 2013 and 
missed 2014 due to injury.) 

He had 47 catches for 694 yards and five 
scores as a sophomore in 2015. That was 
Justin Fuente’s final season at Memphis. 
Miller then took off in Norvell’s high-oc- 
tane system. “He knew, in our offense, he 
would be given an opportunity,” Norvell 


edia 


Dave 


says. “We challenged him to the maxi- 
mum every day. He responded” 

Asa junior, Miller jumped to 95 
catches, 1,434 yards and 14 scores. 
He met with Norvell after the season, 
weighing whether the timing was right 
to jump to the NFL. 

Hed set a high bar for himself, but 
Miller did opt to return, And he man- 
aged to clear that bar as a senior, just 
barely. Miller finished the 2017 season 
with 96 receptions for 1,462 yards and 
18 scores. 

In the process, he became Memphis’ 
third consensus All-American, 

“When you have close to 1,500 yards 
in a season as a receiver, you're one of 
the nation’s elite,’ Norvell says, “He had 
as good of a two-year run as anyone in 
college football.” 

More than the numbers, Norvell says 
his offensive staff worked in 2017 to move 
Miller around. He played every receiver 
position in the offense and even got some 
reps in the backfield. 

“Tt was one of the greatest decisions 
he could have made,’ Norvell says. “He 
showed that he could do it all” 

‘That includes blocking, something the 
NEL will certainly value — even with Mill- 
er standing at just 5'11" and 190 pounds. 

“Tt’s amazing to see a guy with his stat- 
ure be that physical and dominant on the 
perimeter,’ Norvell says. 

Miller will also be remembered as a 
winner, something that hasn't always been 
the case at Memphis. The Tigers won 27 
games in his three seasons on the field. 

‘As a comparison, the program won seven 
total games in the three years before Miller 


arrived on campus. “He'll always be used 
as an example?’ Norvell says. “He worked 
for everything he got” 


JAKE WIENEKE, WR 
South Dakota State 


DALLAS GOEDERT, TE 
South Dakota State 


Wieneke and Goedert combined to 
catch an astounding 486 passes during 
their South Dakota State careers. And 
there was often a common denominator in 
those receptions: When one made a catch, 
the other was the first there to celebrate. 

“Those two guys love each other, and I 
say that honestly,’ says John Stiegelmeier, 
South Dakota State’s head coach since 
1997. “They're each other's greatest fans, 

“Now, they have two totally different 
personalities, but on the field they totally 
love one another” 

‘The coach says that Goedert — a rock- 
eting draft prospect as a complete-package 
tight end — is more of a personality, a 
ham. Stiegelmeier has yet to see it, but 
Goedert supposedly can ride a unicycle. 


He’ the player who would put a finger 

to his mouth to hush rival North Dakota 
State's crowd after a big catch. “Let's just 
say he'll fit well in the NFL when he makes 
it? Stiegelmeier says. “And Jake? Held just 
rather hand the ball to the official” 

Wieneke is the son of a football coach, 
The 6'4" Minnesotan already envi- 
sions a career in coaching after his 
playing days are over. Stiegelmeier 
says that Wieneke, who recently 
won the prestigious Doris Robinson 
Scholar-Athlete Award, has mentored the 
same child for five years while in school. 
He teaches Sunday school. He's taken 
numerous mission trips both in the 
region and to places such as Haiti. 

On the school’s website, half of 
Wieneke'’s accolades are football-re- 
lated — and the other half involve 
academic success and community 
relations. 

“Any type of service, he was there,” 
Stiegelmeier says of Wieneke. “That's a 
priority in his life, his faith and serving 
others. Hes a great football player, but 
I'm guessing hed give it up if he had to 
choose.” 

Together, the two pass catchers 
formed a duo that was unstoppable for 
a Jacks program that went to the FCS 
playoffs in each of their four years, The 
related statistics are staggering, 

Wieneke is the school and Missouri 
Valley Football Conference career 
record holder in catches (288), yards 
(5,157) and touchdowns (59). He 
caught a pass in each of his 53 games, 
catching one or more TDs in 35 of those 
games. 

Goedert was more of a pleasant surprise 
for Stiegelmeier and South Dakota State. 
Perhaps because he was headed down 
more of a basketball path, he was lightly 
recruited, even though he was an in-state 
prospect. A pastor who used to coach with 
Stiegelmeier alerted the staff to his football 
potential. “It was rare. There's not many 
people in this state,’ Stiegelmeier says, 
laughing, “We usually know about all of 
the (prospect: 

Goedert ultimately walked on and red- 
shirted. Over time, he began to blossom in 
a big way. As a junior, the 6'5" Britton, S.D., 
native caught a school-record 92 passes. 

He ended his South Dakota State career 
with 198 receptions for 2,988 yards and 21 
scores. “Both of them have phenomenal 
ball-catching skills)” Stiegelmeier says. “We 
could make a highlight tape of all their 
catches and say, ‘We're probably not going 
to see that for the next five or six years out 
of anybody?” 
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aker Mayfield was a polarizing fig- 
34 ure as the University of Oklahoma 
quarterback — a cocky showman 
so daring that he planted an OU flag at 
midfield of the Horseshoe following a 
¢ Sooner victory at Ohio State. The overrid- 
> ing confidence was necessary, perhaps, 
for a player who had to walk on at Texas 
Tech — where he started as a freshman 
and still didn’t receive a scholarship — 
prompting his departure for Norman, 
again as a walk-on. 
Mostly, Mayfield irritated folks because 
he won, a lot. Won the Heisman, too. 
Now he’s preparing for the NFL Draft 
and the next phase of his career. He's 
a bit of a polarizing figure among NFL 
executives, too, although his stock seems 
' to be ona rapid rise. 
Mayfield recently chatted about his 
past, present and future in a conversation 
with Athlon Sports. 


No, I had dreams of it, but 
\._ itbeing a reality is a whole 
different ballgame. It’s pretty 
surreal, honestly. 
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So in retrospect, what does the 
journey mean to you? 

It just kind of symbolizes what I’m all 
about, my mindset. I think I’ve had stuff 
happen to me, been through a lot of ups 
and downs. I think it shows how to over- 
come adversity, how to handle things that 
come at you in life. It’s not always going to 
be an easy road by any means. 

There have been a lot of great quar- 
terbacks in Oklahoma history. Many 
now consider you the best of the 
best. How does that feel? 

‘That's amazing. I grew up such an OU 
fan, and that is honestly one of the biggest 
compliments I could ever receive, Person 
ally, it's worth a lot. 

What would be your best memory 
from college? 

I wouldn't have any specific memories, 
but I'd say the friendships and the bonds 
that I built with some of these guys are go- 
ing to be lifelong, Some of the best friends 
Tl have for life will be through OU. 'll 
always have a special bond with them. 

Do you leave OU with any regrets? 

Oh yeah. Probably getting arrested. 
(Mayfield was arrested in February 2017 
for public intoxication.) Obviously, not 
winning a national championship is a 
regret, but I can't change that now. But Id 
rather have not been arrested. 

Who was the best defensive player 
you played against in college? 

Jason Verrett, who played corner at 
TCU and now with the Chargers. He was 
so physical. For a corner, you don't see 
that a lot. Between him and (Ohio State’s) 
Marshon Lattimore, they're the best guys 
T played against. And they've already had 
a lot of production in the NFL. They're 
tough guys. They're a tough challenge. 
And they play physical. 

What's your favorite stadium away 
from Norman that you played in 
while at OU? 

Jones AT&T Stadium in Lubbock, 
Texas, It’s a really fun place to play. The 
atmosphere there, they always bring their 
‘A game. So my nice welcome-back game 
in 2016 was pretty fun. They had some 
pretty positive chants with my name on 
them. You know that's sarcasm, right? 
The Senior Bowl, the Combine, you 
are jumping in and competing while 
some other quarterbacks choose to 
sit them out. Does that just speak 
to who you are? 

Absolutely. I’ve always been a compet- 
itive guy. I want to showcase what I can 
do. It doesn’t matter what the scenario 


is, whether it’s checkers or at the Senior 
Bowl for practice in front of NFL reps, I 
want to do everything I can to show my 
mindset that I will do anything it takes 
to win. Those are other opportunities to 
show that. 

Do you get a sense that you've ad- 
dressed any questions or concerns 
NFL personnel might have had? 

Absolutely. I haven't been able to sit 
down with everybody, but all those people 
talk. Once you have one meeting, the word 
spreads. I think for me, why my stock is 
rising and everyone talks about 
it, P've just been myself. P've 
been up-front and honest. I've 
answered all their questions. Just 
being me. Nowadays, that’s pretty 
rare. Sometimes you get people 
who act one way in front of 
you and another way behind 
your back. I was completely 
myself. 

What do you consider 
your greatest asset to 
carry into the NFL? 

Leadership. No matter where 
T'm at or how old I am, I can 
go into a locker room and take 
control and command. And I 
make guys around me better. I 
push them hard. I think that’s 
one of the greatest qualities 
you can have as a quarterback, 
making people play better than 
they thought they could. 

In the pre-draft run up, 
analysts pick apart pros- 
pects, trying to find their 
flaws. With you, it always seems 
to come down to your height (just 
over 6-feet). How do you respond 
to that? 

They obviously have never played a 
down of football if they think the height 
matters. You don't have 6'8" quarterbacks 
back there looking over the linemen. I 
dor’t care how tall you are, you're not, 
going to see over your left tackle or your 
right tackle. You've got to find lanes to 
throw in, and you've got to see windows. 
None of the height stuff matters. Drew 
Brees and Russell Wilson have already 
picked that apart. 


Is there a current NFL QB you 
would compare yourself to? 

Brees and Wilson, for the reasons 
mentioned, 
What's the thing you most need to 
improve on to be successful in the 
NFL? 


‘There's a lot. I haven't made it yet, and 
T absolutely don’t have it all figured out. 
But footwork for me is the biggest thing 
right now, getting used to going under 
center and dropping back. It’s not like 
my footwork is bad, it’s just getting used 
to going under center and doing 5- and 
7-step drops, instead of just 3- and 5-step 
drops. 
What are you enjoying about the 
draft prep process? 

It’s a grind, And that’s something that 
I pride myself on is work ethic, So I'm en- 


Who was your favorite team growing up? 
| was always a big Brett Favre guy, so | was 
a Packers fan. 

What was it about Favre that you liked? 
Just his energy and his passion. You could 
tell he just had a great joy for the game. He 
would celebrate with his team. You could 
tell everybody in Green Bay, and not just 
his teammates, everybody loved him be- 
cause he wore his heart on his sleeve. and 
he cared a lot about it. 


joying being able to work out and compete 
with people. And then meeting a lot of peo 
ple through the process. It’ a pretty special 
thing that not a lot of people get to do. 
What is your daily routine? 

T'm trying to get better every day, two 
percent better every day. I wake up in the 
morning [and start with a] running work- 
out. Then, depending on the day, I work 
on throwing. I work on footwork. I throw 
some routes to receivers. A little bit of a 
break, then a lift workout, some physical 
therapy or rehab as needed after that. 
What are your plans for draft day? 

Be with my family. A lot of people 
question why I said I’m not going to the 
draft. And going to the draft would be a 
neat deal. But I want to be with the people 
who helped me get to this point. And for 
me, that’s going back home to my family, 
having some people come down and cele- 
brate with them. 
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By Michael Bradley 


n Jan. 31, the day disgruntled 
Cleveland fans were cele- 
brating “Hue Jackson Day” 
in commemoration of the 

Browns coach's 1-31 record (get it?), new 

GM John Dorsey was not participating in 

the festivities. It’s impossible for him to 

ignore the franchise’s recent — and not 

so recent — futility, but Dorsey isn’t about 

to look backward. With 12 draft picks, 

including four among the first 35, and 
more than $100 million in cap space for 
the upcoming season, Dorsey had no time 
to worry about the past. He has too much 
work to do. And he wanted to let the 
whole league know one important fact: 

“Brother, we are open for business 24/7,” 
he said. 

It should be no surprise to anyone that 
Dorsey is relishing this time of year. There 
will be plenty of player movement during 
free agency, and more than 200 players will 
be selected in late April. But nobody has 
more going on than do the Browns. For- 
mer GM Sashi Brown may not have been 
too good at picking out talent — and his 
decisions to avoid selecting quarterbacks 
Carson Wentz and Deshaun Watson were 
borderline criminal — but the man could 
accumulate draft picks. And he could cut 
money from the payroll, Dorsey, late of 
the Chiefs and a key cog in the Green Bay 
personnel machine before that, now gets a 
chance to parlay those assets into pieces of 
a winning team. 

“This is awesome,” he says. “I’ve been in 
the National Football League my entire 
[adult] life, and this is a chance to rebuild 
an iconic franchise.’ 

In the 19 years since their return from 
an Art Modell-induced hiatus, the Browns 
have won zero playoff games (they have 
played in only one), finished last 14 times 
(including the last seven seasons), run out 
a collection of quarterbacks who can only 
be described as inept and generally tested 
every last bit of patience remaining in 
their loyal fans. After Cleveland finished 
the 2017 season 0-16 to become only the 
second team (Detroit,'08) to achieve that 
level of supreme incompetence, frustrated 
supporters threw a parade in zero-degree 
conditions to memorialize the catastrophe. 
Amidst the collection of coffins and de- 
rogatory signs that included participation 
trophies and various other expressions of 
fury was a representative of the Cleveland 
Food Bank, collecting canned goods. So, at 
least something good came of the mess. 

Dorsey strides into the ruins of another 
failed season with confidence, a strong 
track record and ammunition to affect a 
turnaround.'The one thing the NFL loves 


is parity, so an 0-16 franchise is anath- 
ema to the league’s mission of universal 
franchise health. That’s why it eschews 

a draft lottery and reserves the top pick 
every year for the neediest team, why it 
has a hard salary cap and why it softens 
the coming schedules of those teams that 
struggled each season. Like McDon- 

ald’s, which wants a Big Mac it serves in 
Pocatello to taste the same as the one it 
serves in Mobile, the NFL desires each of 
its franchises to thrive, on and off the field. 
‘Therefore, it isn’t out of the question that 
Cleveland might actually be pretty good in 
a couple seasons. 

“T think every situation is different,” 
Dorsey says. “If we do this in a prudent 
manner and base our decisions on facts 
and are logical in our building, it can hap- 
pen. But people have to exercise a degree 
of patience.” 

‘This isn't the first time someone has ap- 
proached the job of rebuilding the Browns 
with confidence and enthusiasm. Dorsey is 
the fifth GM under owner Jimmy Haslam, 
and Haslam only purchased the team six 
years ago. Brown lasted two years, brought 
a Moneyball-style analytics bent to his 
job and left town with the distinction of 
the lowest winning percentage for a GM. 
in NFL history. He took a rigid stance 
against long-term deals with free agents 
and built a roster that was extremely thin 
on talent capable of competing every week. 
Pairing that philosophy with a coach like 
Jackson, who is decidedly anti-new wave, 
was a disaster that was on full display in 
front of the frothing Dawg Pound masses 
every Sunday, Enter Dorsey, who has the 
scouting chops necessary to mesh well with 
Jackson and the enthusiasm to tackle the 
biggest job the NFL has seen in a while. 

“It’s pretty obvious why I would want 
this,” Dorsey says. “It’s an iconic franchise 
with an incredible fan base. I really like the 
ownership. Jimmy and Dee Haslam are 
passionate, prideful and want to win. And 
then you look at the assets with the draft 
picks and cap space.” 


Not long after Dorsey took over the 
Browns’ top spot, he appeared on a local 
radio station and talked about the current 
season, which was on an iron lung en route 
to ultimate futility. 

“T think, as Bill Parcells would always 
say, you are your record,” Dorsey said. 
“And you know what, there it is. That's the 
truth-teller in this whole thing.” 

Nothing to see there. Move along, folks. 
‘The Browns were rotten and had been 
rotten. Dorsey was just acknowledging it 
from the top of the org chart. But then 


A New Browns GM John 
Dorsey arrives with an 
established track record 
after acquiring founda- 
tional pieces Travis Kelce 
(above), Kareem Hunt and 
Tyreek Hill in the middle 
rounds as Chiefs GM. 
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Dorsey said something that surprised a lot 
of people. 

“You know what? I'll come straight out 
with it, the guys who were here before and 
that system, they didn't get real players.” 

Whoa. That wasn't just a shot at Brown 
— though true. It was also a harsh assess- 
ment of the roster. A lot of people around 
the league wondered whether Brown and 
his numbers crew could identify players 
capable of winning in the NFL, and the 
last two seasons provided evidence for 
those who said they couldn't. 


But Dorsey's comments were surprising. 


Six weeks later, he demurred when asked 
about the remarks, but he didn’t issue a 
retraction. For many Browns fans, it was 
refreshing to hear someone say what they 
had believed for years. In a climate that 
has grown increasingly polite and often 
disingenuous, Dorsey was speaking the 
truth, Cleveland had gone 1-31 because 
there weren't enough good players on the 
roster. That was hardly revelatory. 

“You are who your record is,” Dorsey 
says. “We have to change the stigma and 
move on. We have to keep acquiring 
players.” 

Dorsey is an old-fashioned football 
talent evaluator who grew up in Maryland 


and used to hang around Navy practices 
when George Welsh was coaching the 
Mids in the 70s. Dorsey was friends with 
Welsh’s son and got to see the byproduct 
of the hyper-detailed scouting reports that 
Steve Belichick — Bill's father — pre- 
pared every week. Dorsey still marvels at 
how meticulous the elder Belichick was 
and asserts that no one today could pro~ 
vide the level of information he delivered. 

A two-time all-Yankee Conference 
linebacker at UConn, Dorsey was drafted 
in the fourth round by Green Bay and 
became a special teams standout for the 
Packers. His 35 special teams tackles in 
1984 remains a franchise record. A knee 
injury derailed his career after five years 
and led him to scouting and player evalu- 
ation. That remains his first love. After the 
Chiefs let him go last summer, Dorsey still 
watched NFL tape and attended college 
games throughout the’17 season. 

He comes to the Browns with a strong 
reputation for identifying talent honed 
during two stints in the Packers’ front 
office, a brief interlude in Seattle and four 
seasons (2013-16) as GM of the Chiefs, 
While there, he made 38 draft picks in 
five drafts (he didn’t part ways with the 
team until June 2017). Nine of those were 


KC starters in 2017. Nine others were 
backups, and five were on injured reserve. 
Among his notable choices were third 
round tight end Trayis Kelce, fifth-round 
wideout Tyreek Hill and third-round 
running back Kareem Hunt. 

All five of Dorsey’s first-round picks 
were on the Chiefs in 2017, while four 
of the Browns’ nine-first rounders during 
that time were no longer on the team. 
Sure, Dorsey had some misses, like pick- 
ing Stanford QB Kevin Hogan in the fifth 
round of the "16 Draft. Hogan didn’t make 
the team. But the Chiefs are quite excited 
about their 2017 first-round pick, quar 
terback Patrick Mahomes, who showed 
enough last season to prompt the team to 
trade Alex Smith (whom Dorsey acquired 
and who is the only passer to throw for 
3,000 yards and have 10 or fewer intercep- 
tions in five straight years) to Washington. 
With 12 selections this year, expect the 
Browns to add several players who will 
contribute in 2018 and beyond. 

“Everyone builds differently,” Dorsey 
says, “What is your strategic long-term 
plan for the organization? What do we 
want to accomplish in 2018,’19 and’20?” 

‘The man has a strong track record of 
gathering talent, but perhaps the most 


Nothing’s 
Guaranteed 


Cleveland enters the 2018 NFL Draft with two picks in the top 
four, only the 13th time in NFL history that has happened. Only 38 
teams have ever had two in the top 10. Expectations are high. 

And the Browns should do pretty well. But this is something of 
uncharted territory over the past several years. Since 2000, when 
both Baltimore and Washington had two picks in the top 10, no NFL 
team has enjoyed that luxury. Only four franchises had twin top-10 
picks in the '90s. First-round draft choices are valuable, and teams 
don't often get two — especially so high. 

As for predicting success, history suggests GM John Dorsey 
should come away with two good players. In 2000, the Ravens 
grabbed RB Jamal Lewis at No. 5 and wideout Travis Taylor with 
the 10th pick. The same year, Washington picked linebacker LaVar 
Arrington second and tackle Chris Samuels third. Those were good 
combos, but they weren't as good as the Bears’ duo in ’65, Dick 
Butkus (third) and Gale Sayers (fourth), with DE Steve DeLong a 
bonus at six. 

The last time a team had picks one and four was 1957, when 
Green Bay chose Paul “Golden Boy” Hornung first overall and Pack- 
ers Hall of Famer Ron Kramer fourth. That's not bad, and Cleveland 
would no doubt be happy with something like that April 26. 


<4in 2000, the Redskins scored big when they had two 
of the top picks in the draft, grabbing LaVar Arrington 
(top) with the second pick and Chris Samuels at No. 3. 


38 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


muels: AP; Kosar: Athlon A\ 


Arrington, 


important part of the equation moving 
forward could be the people with whom 
he has surrounded himself. Dorsey's staff 
includes VP of player personnel Alonzo 
Highsmith, who had been Green Bay's 
senior personnel exec; assistant GM Eliot 
Wolf, the Packers’ former director of foot- 
ball operations; and Cleveland holdovers 
Andrew Berry and Paul DePodesta, who 
will be chief strategy officer. In addition, 
Dorsey has added three former Chiefs 
scouts, Jimmy Noel, Matt Donahoe and 
Dan Zegers. All have been part of success 
fal organizations. 

“You can't have enough people around 
you who know the system and how to 
make it work,” Dorsey says. “You rarely get 
to acquire five people like that.” 

Tt can be argued — quite convine- 
ingly, as a matter of fact — that the 
Browns haven't had a quarterback worth 
very much since Bernie Kosar left town 
halfway through the 1993 season. Sure, 
Vinny Testaverde was on hand for parts of 
three campaigns (’93-95), but when your 
TD:interception ratio during that stretch 
is 47-to-37, you can't make too much of a 


A The last time the Browns played 
in the AFC Championship Game, a 
26-year-old Bernie Kosar was under 
center. Kosar is 54 now. Competent QB 
play is a distant memory in Cleveland. 


case for yourself. One point 
in Testaverde’s favor is that 
the Browns’ last playoff win, 
20-13 over New England in 
94, came during his tenure. 

Ifyou want to debate 
semantics, go right ahead. 
‘The rest of us will focus on 
the fact that a large portion 
of Cleveland's misery can 
be directly traced to the 
upheaval under center. Since 
reemerging as an NFL 
team in 1999, the Browns 
have started 28 different 
quarterbacks, none of whom 
has been particularly good. 
Included have been a pair 
of McCowns, five largely 
sad seasons of Tim Couch 
and a slew of successful 
college QBs who couldn't 
figure it out in the NFL 
and should have spent their 
careers wearing ball caps 
and listening in on coaches’ 
instructions to the starters. 

“That's why when people 
talk about Dorsey's task in 
Cleveland, they invariably 
begin under center. It's not a 
good idea to continue chas- 
ing NFL prosperity without 
a big-time quarterback. 
That's the biggest challenge 
facing Dorsey and his staff, 
and it’s more than likely the Browns will 
end up picking someone to throw the 
football with the first overall pick. 

“T think heading into the 2018 season, 
among unrestricted free agents and in the 
draft, there are some appealing people for 
every organization,” Dorsey says. “What 
we have to do — and we are in the final 
stages of putting together our plan — is 
to find out what is best for the Cleveland 
Browns.” 

No, Dorsey wasn't about to let anybody 
learn what he was thinking in February, 
and he probably won't be revealing too 
much in April, either. 

One of the popular pastimes during Se- 
nior Bowl week was figuring out to whom 
Dorsey was paying the most attention. 
Was it Wyoming's Josh Allen? Perhaps 
he was particularly interested in Heisman 
winner Baker Mayfield of Oklahoma. 
And since neither Sam Darnold of USC 
nor UCLA's Josh Rosen was there, some 
speculated that he didn’t care about either 
Mayfield or Allen. He was looking at 
Hollywood. 

No matter whom Dorsey and his staff 


like, none of the four QBs most men- 
tioned as top-pick prospects can be con~ 
sidered a guarantee. Mayfield is thought 
to be too short (he’s listed at 6'1" but 
thought to be smaller) and a bit imma- 
ture. Allen played in the Mountain West 
and wasn't so effective in 2017. Darnold 
was inconsistent last season, and Rosen is 
considered something of a mercurial sort. 
That's not exactly a lock-cinch group. 

‘Then there are the free agents. The big 
fish is Kirk Cousins, who became expend- 
able when Washington traded for Alex 
Smith. “He's a great leader and a consum- 
mate pro,” Dorsey says of Smith, who some 
thought might be a Browns target. Cousins 
wants gigantic money, which Cleveland can 
provide, but with teams such as Denver and 
Arizona looking for quarterbacks, it's un- 
likely he'll choose the banks of Lake Erie 
for his home. Buffalo's Tyrod Taylor will 
probably be available, since cutting him will 
save the Bills 10 figures in cap space, but he 
has already shown himself to be a middling 
NFL starter, at best. 

Whomever Dorsey chooses will get to 
work with a couple of proven offensive 
minds. In January, Cleveland signed de- 
posed Pittsburgh coordinator Todd Haley 
to run its attack. He attracted some fire 
from critics during 2017 for some of his 
calls, but he brings significant experience 
and, many hope, stability. 

Then there is Jackson. Dorsey is happy 
that the coach “kept things together” as 
the 2017 season drifted toward its winless 
conclusion. The two men have spent two 
months learning about each other, and 
though Dorsey seems pleased by the early 
phase of their relationship, Jackson should 
hardly be considered secure in his position. 

“We both love the game of football, and 
we both need to understand the objectives 
for player acquisition,” Dorsey says. “I 
hope he sees things the way I do. We'll tell 
that over time.” 

The Browns have picks. They have 
money to spend. They have needs — do 
they ever. It's up to Dorsey and his staff to 
concoct a formula that produces answers 
that will initiate the turnaround. His track 
record of scouting suggests that he can do 
it. Of course, we have heard that before. 

“I want guys who are passionate about 
the game of football,” he says. “I want 
smart players who are really good in the 
locker room and good in the community. 
They have to know how to respond when 
adversity strikes. 

“| want to get as many football players 
like that as possible.” 

So that the next parade in Cleveland 
isn't an angry one. 
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V ARM STRENGTH Ability to throw sideline and deep ball ¢ Throws with velocity 
through a small window 


V DELIVERY Deliberate, fast, slow or windup 


V RELEASE QUICKNESS Ability to get the ball out of hand quickly * Three-step 
quick snap wrist release with velocity * Keeps ball high 


V ANTICIPATION/TIMING Natural feel in the passing game 
VU TOUCH Feel for throw ® Ability to throw over defense ® Timing and anticipation 


UV ACCURACY SHORT/MEDIUM/LONG Consistent ability to keep receivers on their 
routes ¢ Completion percentage * Can he hit receivers on routes with few 
adjustments? 


V POISE Pressure is not a factor, doesn’t get rattled * Hangs in pocket ¢ 
Performance under game and rush pressure * Pocket awareness 


U DECISION MAKING Decisive under pressure ® Is he a student of the game? 


V FIELD VISION Reading the defense, including pre-snap reads * Can he find the 
secondary receivers? 


V MOBILITY Natural running ability ® Ability to avoid the rush 
V RUNNING ABILITY Athletic with ball as a runner ® Speed, quickness and agility 
V FOOT QUICKNESS Ability to keep his feet alive and move feet in rapid succession 


V SETUP QUICKNESS Drop-back speed to throwing point  3-, 5-, 7-step drops and 
shotgun 


V BALL HANDLING Control center exchange * Handoffs ¢ Shotgun snap 


UV GAME MANAGEMENT How well does he control the whole game situation? Is he 
instinctive and does he play under control? 


UV LEADERSHIP Is he a vocal leader? Is he liked by his teammates? 
W FBI Football intelligence 
V COLLEGE OFFENSIVE SCHEME Pro or spread 


nde TS 


COLLEGE: UCLA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: Rosen arrived at UCLA with a reputa- 
tion as one of the most gifted pro-style quarterback recruits of 
the past decade, and his tape shows that the hype was ultimate- 
ly warranted. The ball appears to explode out of his hand; he 
throws with a quick, simple motion and generates the velocity 
to consistently fit throws into tight windows. He’s willing 

to hang in the pocket, and he uses sound footwork to move 
within it, He consistently holds the ball high and in position 
to throw. He’s accurate at all levels and shows advanced ball 
placement, especially on back-shoulder throws, and he does a 
nice job manipulating safeties with his eyes, yet another one of 
his advanced quarterbacking traits. UCLA’ offense frequently 
required multi-progression, full-field reads; he put the team on 
his back multiple times despite an underwhelming supporting 
cast. 

WEAK POINTS: Pressure can throw Rosen off his game; he 
doesn't have the mobility to threaten as a runner, and his arm 
strength and accuracy suffer when he gets forced off his spot 
and has to throw on the move. He’s sometimes too confident in 
his arm, putting the ball in danger more often than he should. 
He is not a threat with his legs, in the read-option game or on 
scrambles. He’s outspoken and has a reputation as a beat-of- 
a-different-drum type of guy, which will be a turn-off to some 
old-school coaches. 


SUMMARY: A prototype for any team running a traditional 
drop-back passing game, Rosen has a chance to be a Day 1 starter. 
Ifhe lands in an environment that can handle his big personality, 

he has the potential to develop into a true franchise ps 


FINAL GRADE: Ist round 


Sam Darnold 


Sam 


DARNOLD 


COLLEGE: USC 
CLASS: R-So. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: Darnold shows outstanding poise inside 
the pocket, feeling pressure and moving with nuance as he keeps 
upfield. He has the raw arm strength to deliver the ball 
suracy even from a muddy pocket. When he’s com- 
le with what he's seeing, hi and ball placement 
are outstanding, especially on in-breaking routes. His greatest 
strength is his ability to extend the down, improvising and 
making plays outside the pocket. He's a natural athlete, flexible 
and strong through his core, He when delivering the ball 
on the run, throwing with velocity and accuracy. 
WEAK POINTS: A starter for only a little more than a seas 
-half at USC, Darnold remained unpolished by the end of 
aw a lot of disguised coverages from Ohio State 
[rojans’24~7 Cotton Bowl loss, as he was consistently 
overwhelmed by the more sophisticated looks — the kind of 
defensive looks he'll see regularly at the next level, Further com- 
ating his ability to step in immediately is a need to improve 
his mechanics; Darnold has a long, loopy, all-like delivery 
and consistently holds the ball too low when in the pocket, 
Overall, he has a tendency to be careless with the ball, both as a 
passer and with securing it in the pocket. 
SUMMARY: Bust potential exists for Darnold if he is rus 
or falls into the wrong coaching hands. He would really benefit 
from a redshirt season, as a lot of his issues last year were a result 
of having never seen certain defensive looks, combined with 
the fact that opponents had a full offseason to prepare for him. 
(He had been promoted to starter four games into his redshirt 
freshman year and seemed to have caught some opponents by 
surprise.) If properly developed, he’s a potential franchise QB. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Darold: Peter 


Josh 
ALLEN 


COLLEGE: WYOMING 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: If you were to build a quarterback in a lab 
for the modern game, the result would look similar to Allen. He 
has the size and a monster arm to match — he might have the 
best pure arm in the NFL the moment he’s drafted. He’s also re- 
markably limber and flexible for a big man, able to make power 
throws from awkward angles and on the run, to the left as well 
as to the right. The velocity on his downfield throws is rare, and 
his power does not suffer when the pocket gets muddy. He’s also 
mobile enough to be involved in designed run plays. 


WEAK POINTS: Allen is exceedingly raw. Although some of 
his on-field struggles in 2017 surely had much to do his weak 
supporting cast at Wyoming (the Cowboys lost numerous start- 
ers at skill positions and weren't in a position to reload), Allen is 
far too erratic as a thrower. He has issues with timing and ball 
placement, which leads to turnovers because of his willingness to 
try to fit in tight-window throws. He will also force downfield 
throws and had trouble reading the more advanced defensive 
looks he saw from Power 5 opponents. Because of his injury 
issues last year, teams might be hesitant to use him as a runner 
despite his big frame. 


SUMMARY: He's the draft’s biggest boom-or-bust prospect. 

‘A good QB coach might be able to slightly improve Allen's 
accuracy, but he’s probably at least a year away from being ready 
to get under center in an NFL game. Still, for teams that want 
to establish the downfield passing game to complement a run- 
heavy, ball-control approach, the physical package doesn’t get any 
better than this. 


FINAL GRADE: ist round 


Baker 
MAYFIELD 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: The Heisman winner showed complete 
mastery of Oklahoma's offense, a spread attack that put more 
multi-progression reads on his plate than a typical college of- 
fense. He has a good feel for finding throwing lanes, along with 
a quick release and good zip and accuracy on shorter and inter- 
mediate routes. He has tremendous, natural feel as a playmaker 
when forced to extend plays, with enough athleticism to escape 
a heavy rush and the ability to burn defenses on improvisational 
plays. While his arm doesn't match some of the other top pros- 
pects in this class, it's certainly adequate. Although he received a 
brief benching last November for a lewd gesture during a game, 
he is not Johnny Manziel — Mayfield has high football charac- 
ter, will devour a playbook and is devoted to his craft. 


WEAK POINTS: Drew Brees and Russell Wilson remain 
outliers as successful NFL quarterbacks who don't surpass 

6'0". Mayfield will need either a strong interior line to prevent 
pressure up the middle to create throwing lanes or a creative 
play-designer to get him into space (or, preferably, both). His 
arm is good, but he’s not a high-velocity thrower when the pock- 
et gets muddy. He’s also often too quick to escape the pocket 
when he doesn't have to. Teams will look closely at his off-field 
concerns, including a 2017 arrest for disorderly conduct. 
SUMMARY: Mayfield brings a gunslinger mentality, athleticism 
and confidence bordering on cockiness. He will certainly be 
knocked down on a few boards due to character concerns. But 

in a system heavy on timing throws and an offense comfortable 
with his improvisation skills, he is a starter and possibly a star. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Baker Mayfield 
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Lamar Jackson 


Lamar 


JACKSON 


COLLEGE: LOUISVILLE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: Electrifying with the ball in his hands, 
Jackson is in the Michael Vick class as a runner with the 
straight-line speed to outrun angles as a home run hitter. The 
2016 Heisman Trophy winner also made significant progress 

as a passer over his three seasons under Louisville coach Bobby 
Petrino, He shows a willingness to hang in the pocket and work 
through his progressions. The ball explodes out of his hand, 

and he has great feel for gauging downfield throws. He’s also a 
high-velocity thrower who can power the ball downfield. 


WEAK POINTS: Jackson needs to improve on sloppy footwork 
that often affects his accuracy on short and intermediate throws. 
He misses a lot of layups. There’s also the question of how 
involved a team will want its quarterback to be in the run game. 
Jackson has a slight frame, and durability has to be factored in. 
SUMMARY: Not for everyone, but a team can build complexity 
into its run game with him. He's not quite there as a passer, but 
he's shown a willingness to learn and adjust. If a QB coach can 
keep him on pace, Jackson is potentially a special player. 

FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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Mason 


RUDOLPH 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 225 

STRONG POINTS: A polished passer who was obscenely 
productive at Oklahoma State. He shows an advanced feel for 
playing in the pocket, sliding away from pressure while keep- 
ing his eyes upfield and the ball in position to throw. He's an 
anticipatory passer who reads defenses effectively and consis- 
tently throws receivers open on shorter and intermediate routes. 
Rudolph’s nuanced pocket play should make his learning curve 
smaller than typical spread QBs. 

WEAK POINTS: He has the size, but Rudolph has never been 
a high-velocity thrower, and tight-window throws could be an 
issue at the next level. The high quality of his receivers at OSU 
(and the generally poor quality of the defenses in the Big 12) 
often helped cover up for some questionable downfield accuracy, 
He's a relatively limited athlete. 

SUMMARY: Rudolph has a high floor and the potential to be 
at least a quality No. 2. He could be a guy who outplays his mea- 
surables as a carve-em-up at the intermediate levels thrower. 
FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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COLLEGE: MEMPHIS 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: Ferguson made big play after big play 

in big moments for Memphis. He’s a gunslinger type, accurate 
enough and comfortable enough from the pocket to throw 
receivers open, yet also capable of extending the play and making 
things happen late in the down. His mechanics are a bit funky, 
and he might have some upside left in terms of arm strength if a 
good position coach can clean up what he does. 


WEAK POINTS: He benefited from lots of simplified, half- 
field reads against subpar competition. Because has a long, loopy 
release that will need to be reworked, Ferguson is highly unlikely 
to get on the field as a rookie. Physically, he’s not a standout in 
terms of arm strength or athleticism; he'll lose zip when he has 
to throw on the move. 


SUMMARY: Ferguson's intangibles and reputation as a winner 
are appealing, especially after watching him bring Memphis 
back from deficits multiple times. Realistically, coming from that 
system and with a wind-up that’s too big for the next level, he's 
at best a developmental guy who needs to sit and learn, He has 
starter upside if properly developed, but it will be a while. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Yer G6 WoL YOS__YPA PCT TD INT _R-YOS. 
m6 3 85 8688 83 82 -@ 10 10 4 
ma BW 3 4a7 9. $31 38 9 2 6 


m5 Nn 6 3 1,840 14 “7 8 0 1 
m6 6B 9 Ok 3543 a 2 «0 9 ow a 
CS ] 3,600. a5 $9.1 a 1 1601 B 
Career 382312908383 0 ANB 


Career 2618 87.955 BT | aT) 80 


44 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


Jackson: Tom DiPace; Benkert: John Sommers Il 


Kurt 
BENKERT 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 225 

STRONG POINTS: Benkert made the most of a weak sup- 
porting cast at Virginia. Possessing the requisite arm strength 

to make any throw, he hangs in the pocket and keeps his eyes 
upfield to deliver the ball with good zip and accuracy from a 
muddy pocket. He showed good accuracy when throwing over 
the top. While he wasn't much of a rushing threat, he does throw 
well on the run and has the athleticism to extend the down. 
WEAK POINTS: Benkert will have to become faster as a 
processor at the next level, as he tends to get into trouble by 
spending too much time patting the ball. He seems to have 
trouble mapping the moving pieces in the middle of the field, 
and his timing and accuracy can be shaky when it comes to 
tight-window throws — he might ultimately be a “see-it” passer 
throughout his career, rather than an anticipatory thrower, which 
would severely limit play designs. 

SUMMARY: The size, arm and toughness should be enough to 
allow him to carve out an NFL career, but Benkert probably tops 
out as a backup. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Luke 
FALK 


COLLEGE: WASHINGTON STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Throughout his collegiate career, Falk 
showed excellent accuracy on the short and intermediate levels, 
and he came along as a multi~progression passer who likely 
won't be overwhelmed by an NEL offense despite his back- 
ground as an Air Raid QB, He'll throw receivers open with good 
anticipation, and he has a knack for hitting vertical routes on 
the interior. He shows great feel for underneath coverage and a 
willingness to throw passes at the back of a defender's helmet. 


WEAK POINTS: Falk is a subpar athlete, and his throws suffer 
from a lack of zip and accuracy when he’s forced to work from 
a muddy pocket. The later it gets in the down, the more he gets 
into trouble. His arm talent is middling; he’s going to have an 
issue getting the ball deep on the perimeter. A non-factor in the 
run game, he doesnt threaten defenses as a scrambler. 
SUMMARY: A bit underarmed and not athletic, Falk will have 
to rely on timing throws. He requires a clean pocket and will 
likely top out as a high-end backup in the NFL. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Quarterbacks. 


Kurt Benkert 


Mik 
‘or. 


COLLEGE: WESTERN KENTUCKY 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: White's physical tools appear to be good 
enough for the next level. He shows excellent touch on deep 
throws, thriving on deep crossers and up the seams. He also 
shows good accuracy at the short and intermediate levels. He 

has a good feel for moving around in the pocket, with light feet 
and a willingness to keep his eyes upfield and reset, as well as the 
ability to escape and throw accurately on the run. 

WEAK POINTS: The Hilltoppers run a very QB-friendly sys- 
tem, one with a lot of misdirection and easy reads without a lot 
of tight-window throws. White will have an adjustment to make 
at the next level. While he shows good touch downfield, he’s not 
necessarily a high-velocity thrower, and he will have to prove he 
can get the ball out with zip from a muddy pocket. He’s not a 
threat with his legs on any kind of designed runs. 

SUMMARY: His poise, production and deep-ball accuracy 
make White an intriguing developmental prospect, but there will 
be a big adjustment to the speed and style of the NFL game. 
FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Tanner 


11 LEE 


COLLEGE: NEBRASKA 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 225 

STRONG POINTS: Lee has prototypical size and experience 
playing under center in a pro-style offense. Arm talent is what 
has him on the radar as a developmental prospect. He’s a power 
thrower who is at his best throwing downfield, showing decent 
accuracy at the deep levels. He’ll keep his eyes up and stay strong 
in the pocket. He's also a good enough athlete to be used on 
rollouts and boots. 

WEAK POINTS: Lee was far too turnover-prone throughout 
his college career. It’s due largely to poor accuracy and a tenden- 
cy to trust his arm too much, but his biggest problem is a lack of 
processing speed. Slow through progressions, he too frequently 
ends up staring down his primary target, consistently telegraph- 
ing where the ball is going. He's not a statue, but mobility is not 
a strength, and his accuracy takes a big hit once he's forced to. 
move off his spot. 

SUMMARY: The physical tools are there, but Lee needs a lot 
of work. For teams that rely on the run and want a deep-ball 
thrower to work off play-action, he could have late-round appeal. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th round 
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COLLEGE: RICHMOND 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: A precision passer, Lauletta was prolif- 

ic at the FCS level operating a system with a lot of pro-style 
elements. He throws a catchable ball and consistently sets up 
his receivers for YAC opportunities. He has light feet and sound 
footwork, and he shows decent escapability, keeping his eyes 
upfield when he moves around, extending plays without com- 
promising play designs. He’s also willing to stand in and throw 
with pressure in his face. He threw for 337 yards and three 
touchdowns in a season-opening upset of Virginia. 

WEAK POINTS: Fringy in size, Lauletta lacks the cannon to 
make high-velocity, tight-window throws when he can’t step into 
them; he requires room to launch when he throws downfield. 
Although he was asked to make advanced, full-field reads at 
Richmond, his processing remains too slow at this point. 


SUMMARY: Lauletta’s learning curve isn't particularly steep 
despite level of competition. So although his ceiling is certainly 
limited, he could end up being a find. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Tanner Lee 


LE LINEHAN 


COLLEGE: IDAHO 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: The son of Dallas Cowboys offensive coor- 
dinator Scott Linehan, Matt fits the mold of a “coach's son.” He 
ran a pro-style offense and showed a strong grasp of concepts. 
Linehan moves through his progressions quickly, with the kind 
of processing speed coaches will love. As a thrower, he shows 
good ball placement on shorter and intermediate throws while 
exhibiting a clear understanding of how to put the ball where 
only his receiver can get it. He'll keep his eyes up in the pocket 
and has a quick release. He’s fairly mobile and accurate. 

WEAK POINTS: Linchan’s arm is mediocre. If he doesn’t have 
aclean pocket, he doesn't have the pure arm strength to com- 
plete any kind of aggressive, downfield pass. He’s not the kind of 
high-velocity thrower who will be able to test tight windows at 
deeper levels. 

SUMMARY: He's the kind of guy who can stick on a roster 

and manage an offense if pressed into action, but Linehan's arm 
limits him to West Coast-style passing attacks. 


FINAL GRADE: 7th round 
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mphrey; Barrett: Tom Lynn 


J.T, Barrett 


Jeremiah 


COLLEGE: SAM HOUSTON STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: The UAB transfer dominated on the FCS 
level, throwing a combined 102 touchdown passes over the past 
two seasons. His arm is NFL-caliber, and he possesses the siz 
to play within the pocket. He shows good touch on the deep ball 
and is especially effective throwing up the seams. 

WEAK POINTS: He will be facing an enormous learning 
curve, because of both the level of competition and the style of 
offense he ran at SHSU. He comes from an offense that consis- 
tently overwhelmed defenses with tempo. Briscoe rarely faced 
heavy pressure and had enormous windows to throw to; the vast 
majority of his plays were one-read. He will have to clean up his 
delivery — he holds the ball too low and has a bit of a hitch in 
his motion, Heavy-footed and subpar athletically, he’s going to 
struggle adjusting to the muddy pockets of the NFL. 
SUMMARY: While his arm talent and his collegiate production 
should be enough to get him a look, Briscoe is nothing more 
than a long-term developmental prospect. 


FINAL GRADE: 7th round 
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m=) 
J.T. 
BARRETT 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'1” WEIGHT: 220 

STRONG POINTS: The leader of one of the most prolific 
offenses in college football the last few years, Barrett earns high 
marks for his football character. He’s a major threat with his legs, 
and he has a thick, running back-type of build to absorb contact, 
the kind that makes him a natural in the zone-read game. He 
has an NFL-caliber arm and the natural athleticism to move 
outside the pocket and make throws on the run to either side. 


WEAK POINTS: Barrett failed to make significant strides 

as a passer. He's primarily a one-read passer with inconsistent 
mechanics, leading to erratic accuracy, He too often relies on 
extending plays then trying to sort things out as the opposing 
coverage breaks down, It worked against the overmatched oppo- 
nents Ohio State faced, but it won't work at the NFL level. 


SUMMARY: Barrett is a leader who will earn raves for intangi- 
bles. It's difficult, however, to see him as a viable developmental 
QB unless an offense is willing to turn back the clock with an 
approach heavy on read-option. A position switch is a possibility. 


FINAL GRADE: 7th round 
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aivien 


COLLEGE: HOUSTON 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3" WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: Once considered an elite recruit, Allen 
stumbled through two programs. The tools are there, as his arm 
strength certainly ranks above the threshold for an NFL QB. 
While he was inconsistent in college, he did flash at times, He 
shows impressive touch on downfield throws and is a good 
enough athlete to improve by becoming more consistent with his 
footwork and overall mechanics. 

WEAK POINTS: Allen was a mess last year at Houston, 
benched because of carelessness with the ball early in the season 
and unable to regain the job. He was never a high-velocity 
thrower, and he uses a hitch step with an especially slow delivery 
when throwing deep. He frequently overstrides and needs to 
tighten up a loopy throwing motion. He holds the ball too low 
and has yet to master the ability to move subtly in the pocket. 


SUMMARY: After a transfer gone awry, Allen needs to be com- 
pletely rebuilt and reprogrammed as a developmental prospect. 
He's unlikely to last long in the NFL, but the natural talent will 
earn him some slack. 
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e . 
SC OUL 


Explosive start ¢ Movement on snap * 


Quickness to the hole 


Natural feel for running the ball ¢ Ability to create * 
Run skills and overall raw talent 


Ability to hop cut in the hole * Sees the crease and bursts 
through it 


Vision * Follows and cuts off blocks * Aggressive 2- 
and 3-yard runs * Drives legs on contact 


Leg drive after initial contact * Low pad level 


Ability to retain body control * Lower body strength * 
Stays on feet 


Speed to turn the corner, outrun defender 
Cut-back ability versus flow 


Extra gear * Quickness to be at top speed 
Cuts without loss of speed * Can he make defenders miss? 
Does he lack ball security? * Is he careless? 


Leg drive and the ability to finish runs 
Toughness 


Effort and willingness to initiate contact 
Does he have the ability to separate and get open? 


Eye/hand coordination ¢ Ability to catch all pass routes 


Football intelligence 


Pro or spread 


Saquon 


BARKLEY 


COLLEGE: PENN STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: Barkley is the prototype for the modern 
game, a big back with a three-down skill set. Like Leonard 
Fournette, he moves in ways that a 230-pounder shouldn't be 
able to. Barkley has the straight-line speed to hit home runs, but 
he moves better laterally than Fournette and arguably any of the 
big backs to come out in recent years. His explosiveness moving 
through the hole is as good as it gets; like Ezekiel Elliott in 
Dallas, if Barkley isn’t hit in the backfield, it’s almost guaranteed 
to be a minimum 4-yard run, His balance and power will allow 
him to break tackles at the second level with regularity. He has 
the skill set to thrive on third downs, with the hands to catch the 
ball away from his body without having to gather himself, and 
the size and willingness to stand up in blitz pick-up. 


WEAK POINTS: His production as a junior was underwhelm- 
ing considering his skill set — though also understandable 

with the stacked boxes of opposing defenses. He's still a work 
in progress as a receiver; he'll certainly be a weapon in space, in 
the screen game and on swing passes, but he’s not yet a Le’Veon 
Bell-caliber weapon splitting wide or playing the slot (though, 
no one really is). 

SUMMARY: He is arguably the best overall prospect in this 
draft class. The Elliott comparisons are appropriate, and Barkley 
probably is slightly better at this stage of his career than Elliott 
was, He likely won't have the same success as Elliott early since he 
won't have a historically great line blocking for him, but Bark- 
ley has the skill set to be the foundational piece of an offense, a 
difference-maker as a runner and a budding matchup nightmare 
in the passing game. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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 Derrius Guice 


Derrius 


COLLEGE: LSU 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5°11" WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: As a pure runner, Guice is in the conver- 
sation for best in this draft class. He’s a big back with explosive 
athleticism — he can grind out yards between the tackles but 
also has the quickness to create on the perimeter. He's a slashing 
runner who packs a ton of violence in traffic, capable of breaking 
multiple tackles on runs. Marshawn Lynch is a reasonable 

comp for his skill set and style. Guice also has the balance, leg 
drive and tenacity to push the pile; he consistently keeps his 

legs churning through contact. He faced loaded boxes at LSU 
and showed raw ability and creativity to create yardage. He has 
the straight-line speed to hit the home run once he’s through 
the second level. He also has the raw skills to be a third-down 
contributor, with the ability to anchor and hold up as a pass 
protector. 


WEAK POINTS: He's still a work in progress in the passing 
game, where he just didn’t get many opportunities at LSU. He 
flashes good hands and the ability to catch away from his body, 
but he has limited experience on anything other than dump-offs 
and the occasional screen. His medicals will get a close look 
after a leg injury slowed him early last season, which is especially 
concerning considering how much he thrives on contact, 


SUMMARY: He was overshadowed by Leonard Fournette at 
LSU, and overshadowed by Saquon Barkley during this draft 
process, but Guice is talented enough to warrant a first-round 
pick and could develop into a foundational back for a team 
building a run-heavy offense. He’s a talented, versatile runner; 
the question is whether or not he can develop into a three-down 
option. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


Year 6 AT YOS YPC 1D REC YDS a) 
2015 nN ii] 436, 85 3 § ui) 
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JOHNSON 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: Johnson is a unique big back. He's 
exceptionally patient in feeling out his blocks and shows great 
vision. And he has the twitchy athleticism to create once he sees 
his opening, getting to the second level quickly. He’s a creative 
runner, but he also has the ability to lower his shoulder and 
power through traffic; he’s a force in short-yardage situations 
and consistently falls forward. His speed is very good, espe~ 
cially at his size. He can create in space as well, and he showed 
improvement as a receiver over his three seasons at Auburn; he is 
a screen-game weapon. He also has the size and strength to hold 
up in blitz pick-up. He'll earn high marks for intangibles and a 
willingness to play through pain; he rolled up 104 yards on 30 
carries while playing through a shoulder injury in a heroic Iron 
Bowl performance, fueling the Tigers’ upset of Alabama. 


WEAK POINTS: He can be slow getting to the line of scrim- 
mage — too patient at times — and that’s a problem that can be 
exacerbated behind a subpar offensive line. He's relatively limited 
in the passing game, and his receiving skills will have to be 
developed at the next level. His medicals will be key; he played 
through a series of ailments last season (shoulder, ribs). He'll also 
be coming off an enormous workload as a junior, as one of only 
eight backs in FBS with 300-plus touches. 


SUMMARY: He needs some polish in the passing game, but 
Johnson is an exciting prospect even if you're only considering 
his early-down skill set. He's a perennial Pro Bowler if he’s run- 
ning behind a serviceable offensive line. And if he develops as a 
receiver (the raw skills are there), you're looking at a foundation- 
al back. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


MICHEL 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: Michel was hugely productive as the 1B 
back for Georgia, improving significantly over the past three 
seasons. And he finished his career with two monster postsea- 
son games (222 yards and four TDs on just 15 touches against 
Oklahoma, 98 yards on 14 carries against Alabama). He’s an 
explosive, slashing runner who shows tremendous burst through 
the line of scrimmage. That initial burst combined with his long 
speed makes him a home-run threat. He can get a bit upright 
at times, but he runs with impressive power and violence for his 
size, and he can be used between the tackles, While he wasn’t 
used often as a receiver, he showed good hands and the ability 
to make plays in space when involved. He’s also a willing pass 
protector. Teams will like the fact that he comes into the NFL 
with less wear and tear than most high-end backs. 


WEAK POINTS: Michel can be a bit straight-line-ish as a 
runner. He’s much more of a one-cut back than a creative, power 
runner. He too often goes low and tries to cut as a pass protector, 
which is much less effective in the NFL than it is at the colle- 
giate level. While he’s willing, he’s something of a question mark 
when it comes to blitz pick-up. After fewer than 175 touches in 
each of the last two seasons, he’s unlikely to last 16 games as a 
workhorse early in his NFL career. 

SUMMARY: He fits best in a one-cut, zone-blocking scheme, 
and he’s probably better off starting his career in a commit~ 

tee situation from a workload standpoint. But Michel has the 
explosiveness to be a bigger star in the NFL than he was at the 
collegiate level. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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JONES Il 


COLLEGE: USC 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: Jones’ game is built around speed and 
clusiveness, He's fast on a straight line, but he’s also incredibly 
quick when cutting and shows exceptional agility. His best 

asset is his ability to maintain near-top speed when changing 
directions. He’s very quick moving through the line of scrim- 
mage and getting to the second level; he also showed the vision 
to get small and pick up yards between the tackles, consistently 
leaning and falling forward. He’s a nightmare in space and could 
be developed into a major screen-game weapon for the way he’s 
able to transition upfield smoothly and quickly. 

WEAK POINTS: Even after adding weight last offseason, his 
frame is on the slight side; he might never be a true workhorse 
back. He’s more slippery than powerful when running between 
the tackles, and he doesn't pack the kind of leg drive to push the 
pile. He was also not a big part of the passing game, despite an 
intriguing skill set. He did a little work in the screen game, but 
not much else. 

SUMMARY: Jones will have to become more well rounded in the 
passing game, but his explosiveness and home-run ability could 
make him a star. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


os 
2015 4 163 987 65 8 7 Cy] 
2016 B nm 1,082 64 1 W i) 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'10" WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: A phenom before a knee injury midway 
through his sophomore season, Chubb moved closer to his old 
form by his senior year. He’s compactly built with very thick, 
legs, but he is more of a cerebral runner, showing excel- 
ion and very good lateral agility. He gets small between 
the tackles and is able to pick his way through for yardage, 
showing the balance and leg drive to break tackles. Last fall, he 
seemed to recapture the long speed he showed as a freshman 
when getting to the second level. He’s good in blitz pick-up. 
WEAK POINTS: Medicals will be key for Chubb, who was 
clearly not himself as a junior, his first year back from the torn 
ACL. For a big back, he’s not a particularly violent or explosive 
runner, but more of a churner who needs a few steps in the open 
field before he hits top speed. Georgia did not use him often in 
the passing game; at the very least, he'll probably sit out third 
downs as a rookie. 

SUMMARY: If his knee checks out, there's plenty to like about 
Chubb. His ceiling isn't enormous, but he can be a quality work- 
horse back, possibly more if he’s developed as a receiving threat. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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COLLEGE: SAN DIEGO STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 220 

STRONG POINTS: After backing up record-breaking runner 
Donne! Pumphrey for three seasons, Penny was one of college 
football’s breakout stars in 2017. His calling card is his size and 
power. He's a downhill runner who can take a little while to get 
going, but he has surprising long speed for his size and a little 
bit of wiggle once he’s in the open field. He also has good hands 
in the passing game. The Aztecs even used him as a downfield 
target at times. He'll offer value as a kick returner, and he even 
got some work as a punt returner last season, 

WEAK POINTS: He can take a little while to get going, 
lacking elite initial explosiveness. That's an issue at the next level 
if he doesn’t have the offensive line he needs in front of him. He 
runs upright and offers a big target for tacklers. 

SUMMARY: A bit of a poor man's Derrick Henry, but with 
better passing-game skills. There's a risk that his game might not 
translate terribly well, but he does enough things well (passing 
game, special teams) that his floor remains fairly high, 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


2014 
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Akrum 
WADLEY 


COLLEGE: IOWA 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 195 

STRONG POINTS: Wadley has outstanding balance and body 
control, with the stop/start ability to make tacklers whiff. He’s 
very good in space, a creative runner with the elusiveness to be a 
major weapon on the perimeter and in the screen game. He's a 
natural pass catcher and could be used in the screen/swing game 
and as a matchup problem lined up in the slot or split out wide. 
He’s a fluid mover who transitions easily from receiver to runner. 
He's a conscientious pass protector. 

WEAK POINTS: He runs hard, but Wadley might not be 
capable of consistently thrashing through tackles at the NFL 
level. He's built a little narrow through the lower body, and his 
frame might be maxed out — he doesn't look to be a guy who 
will be able to do a lot of heavy lifting between the tackles, He 
had some ball security issues early in his collegiate career, 
SUMMARY: He p , but perhaps not big 
enough to be a foundational back. Still, he can make plays in 
space and could thrive in a complementary role, 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'8” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: A game-breaking playmaker in the ACC, 
ines is an explosive runner, There's a suddenness to his game; 
elerates to the second level quickly and does a nice job 
staying low in traffic, squeezing out extra yards. He has a great 
feel for setting up moves and getting defenders off-balance, and 
he is tough to get hold of with his low center of gravity, He has 
the straight-line speed to be a home-run threat. He's a natural as 
a receiver and should become a movable piece who can play out 
of the slot. He also has value as a return specialist. 
WEAK POINTS: At his size, he’s not going to overwhelm with 
power aside from occasionally lowering his shoulder when he 
takes on defensive backs. The bigger issue is his durability; last 
year was his first as a starter, and he was hampered by an ankle 
injury. 
SUMMARY: Hines might top out around a dozen touches in 
any given week, but he can turn in big plays as a multi-purpose 
back and should be a nice weapon on offense and in the return 
game. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 


Year G ATT YOS YPC 10 REC YoS a} 
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FREEMAN 


COLLEGE: OREGON 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 235 


STRONG POINTS: Freeman is a stoutly built workhorse back 
with great vision and some impressive creativity. He runs with 
balance and does a nice job setting up defenders at the second 
level, with the innate feel for getting defenders off balance, He 
has the power to run through arm tackles and is an aggressive 
finisher who consistently falls forward at the end of runs. In the 
passing game, he has surprisingly soft hands and shows nice 
fluid athleticism when transitioning from receiver to runner. He 
also has the size and strength to hold up in pass protection. 


WEAK POINTS: He benefited from some monstrous running 
lanes in Oregon's spread system. He lacks elite explosiveness 

as a mover, and he probably won't be a home-run threat at the 
next level. While he can do some work as a receiver out of the 
backfield, he's not going to be a threat split out wide. 


SUMMARY: His instincts will allow him to outplay his good- 
not-great measurables. He probably fits best in a one-cut system 
and won't thrive on third downs but can stay on the field. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Career 41 Zi 5.621 3] iy y oa 


UU abams 


COLLEGE: NOTRE DAME 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: Adams is a big workhorse back who con- 
sistently bulls his way through contact. He’s decisive in picking 
his hole and gets moving downhill quickly, at which point he 
shows a little bit of wiggle and the ability to blast through con 
tact. He has some suddenness to his game once he cuts upfield. 
He can run between the tackles as a push-the-pile, short-yard- 
age back, and he has the size and strength that should allow him 
to hold up when asked to pick up the blitz. 


WEAK POINTS: He isn't particularly creative or elusive as a 
runner, and he is going to take on a lot of wear and tear at the 
next level. He's an upright runner who will take some big hits. 
He doesn’t have the kind of long speed to run away from tack- 
lers. He also isn’t a natural as a receiver and is a bit of a straight- 
line mover who lacks the fluidity to transition to ball carrier after 
the catch. 


SUMMARY: Adams can be a handful as an early-down runner 
in a one-cut system, although he lacks the versatility to be an 
impact player on passing downs. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 

Year 6 ATT YOS YPC a REC Yos 1 


Royce Freeman 


1 2 Mark 
COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'9” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: Walton flashed a three-down skill set 
while playing in a pro-style system at Miami. As a runner, he’s 
stout and quick, capable of picking his way for yards in tight 
spaces. He runs with a low center of gravity and has very good 
instincts and vision, and he moves with some explosiveness, 
allowing him to play bigger than his size. He also has the 
straight-line speed to run away from defenders on the second 
and third levels, He’s an asset on third downs as well, with soft 
hands coming out of the backfield and a willingness to mix it up 
in blitz pick-up. 
WEAK POINTS: Walton missed most of last season with an 
ankle injury that required surgery. What kind of workload will 
he be able to handle at the next level? He’s not a push-the-pile 
option in short yardage. 
SUMMARY: If his ankle checks out, Walton could re-emerge as 
one of the better prospects in the class. He might never be du- 
rable enough for 300 carries, but he can be a quality time-share 
back with scheme versatility and a third-down skill set. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 

Year G ATT YOS YPC 1 REC Y0S 10 


2015 i Ww 05 1 6 7 42 1 2015 B 130 461 45 9 2 3 1 
2016 1 188 933 69 6 a) 198 1 2016 ar) 09 wr 63 4 u ud 1 
2017 3 06 1.430 69 # aK} in 0 207, § 5 426 16 3 1 bi 0 
Career 38 481 3198 66 a a 336 i Career 31 Ei 2006 Si 6 $6 62h Z 


54 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


rouillet 


Peter Bi 


Kalen Ballage 


Kalen 


BALLAGE 


COLLEGE: ARIZONA STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT; 220 


STRONG POINTS: Ballage has eye-catching measurables. 
Once through to the second level, he has the build-up speed to 
turn in the big play. But his game is much more well rounded 
than most typical big backs. He does a nice job running routes 
out of the backfield and was even ‘d to track the ball as a 
downfield weapon on occasion, He’s a natural pass catcher and 
extremely fluid mover, transitioning from receiver to runner with 
ease. He also puts his size to good use when asked to stand up 
blitzers. 

WEAK POINTS: Ballage is frustrating in that he doesn't play 
to his size. He’s more finesse than physical as a runner, and his 
upright running style makes him an easy target between the 
tackles. He lacks suddenness as a runner, taking a while to build 
up speed and often sluggish getting across the line of scrimmage. 
SUMMARY: His lack of violence will be a turn-off for some, 
but Ballage has a useful skill set. He can play on third downs, 
and he has value as a one-cut runner in a committee. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


14/2 
SCARBROUGH 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2" WEIGHT: 235 


STRONG POINTS: A plus-plus-sized power back, Scarbrough 
is built for downhill running. Once he gets a bit of momentum, 
he’s capable of falling forward for four yards on pretty much 

any run. He has the powerful leg drive to push the pile when 
running between the tackles and on short-yardage situations. He 
has a decent enough second gear to break off big runs once he 
gets through the second level. 

WEAK POINTS: Medicals will be huge for Scarbrough, who 
has suffered two torn ACLs and a broken ankle going back 

to high school. He never lived up to his “next Derrick Henry” 
billing — Scarbrough is a little more upright and straight-line 
ish and constantly takes on flush contact with little wiggle to his 
style. And while he can be tough in space, his hands are shaky, In 
all likelihood he’s strictly an early down back to start his career, 
SUMMARY: The LeGarrette Blount comps are fairly accurate. 
He's a committee back who provides an early-down grinder, 
short-yardage force and late-game closer. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Ito 
SMITH 


COLLEGE: SOUTHERN MISS 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'9” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: A waterbug-type mover with the ball in 
his hands, Smith has the elusiveness and burst to give defenders 
fits when working in space. His lateral agility is tremendous; his 
jump cut is good enough to make defenders whiff, and he has 
the innate feel for setting up defenders at the second level. He 
maintains speed when turning the corner on the perimeter, and 
he also has enough straight-line speed to hit the home run. He'll 
be an immediate asset in the passing game, especially on screens 
and swing passes. He has the soft hands and easy body control 
to be developed as an option to play in the slot or split out wide. 
He proved himself against top-end competition. 

WEAK POINTS: He's undersized, and Smith isn't going to do 
much work between the tackles or be able to serve in a work- 
horse capacity. At his size, blitz pick-up will be an issue. 
SUMMARY: He might be more gadget player than traditional 
back at the next level, but Smith’s prototypical satellite back skill 
set should translate. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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WILKINS 


COLLEGE: OLE MISS 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 215, 


STRONG POINTS: Wilkins really came on at the end of his 
collegiate career and enters the draft with little wear and tear 
after only 311 touches in five years at Ole Miss. He’s a patient 
runner who feels things out, then gets through the hole quickly 
when it’s time to go. He runs with a low pad level and good 
lateral movement, with the instincts to set up defenders on 
jump cuts and the athleticism to maintain speed after making 
‘a move. He's an aggressive finisher. He flashed good hands and 
has the ability to make defenders tackle air when he gets into 
space. 

WEAK POINTS: He's creative but a bit too eager to bounce 
everything outside; Wilkins will have to become more disci- 
plined with his reads in the NFL. He might never be a guy who 
consistently gets it done between the tackles. He’s also some- 
thing of a question mark on third downs after limited work in 
blitz pick-up. 

SUMMARY: After a rocky career at Ole Miss, Wilkins’ best 
football could be ahead of him. He offers value as a receiver 

and some scheme versatility, and he could emerge as a quality 
committee back. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 


G 


JACKSON 


COLLEGE: NORTHWESTERN. 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 195, 


STRONG POINTS: A workhorse back who posted 1,000-yard 
seasons in each of his four years at Northwestern, Jackson runs 
low to the ground and rarely goes down on first contact. He 

ran behind an underwhelming offensive line and consistently 
found a way to squeeze out yards and fall forward. He does a 
nice job reading blocks and finding creases, and he has a knack 
for wiggling out of arm tackles at the second level. He’s a decent 
receiver, running routes out of the slot at times, and willing as a 
pass protector. 


WEAK POINTS: He's underwhelming as an athlete. Jackson 

is patient to the line of scrimmage but doesn't explode to the 
second level, and he doesn't have the speed to run away from 
defenders at the NFL level. He’s also coming into the NFL after 
more than 1,200 touches at the collegiate level, a lot of wear and 
tear. As a pass protector, he'll stick his face in but tends to set too 
high and lacks the power to anchor. 


SUMMARY: His production, toughness and savvy as a runner 
should be enough to earn him a role, but Jackson is a smallish 
back who lacks any elite traits. His ceiling is relatively low. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 
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John 
KELLY 


COLLEGE: TENNESSEE 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'9” WEIGHT: 210 

STRONG POINTS: Kelly is a bowling ball type of runner — 
compact, low to the ground and often tough to take down. He 
always has his feet underneath him and maintains excellent 
balance with short, choppy steps. He consistently breaks arm 
tackles and keeps his legs churning. He has decent hands and 
can be of use in the screen game; he’s tough for defensive backs 
to bring down. 

WEAK POINTS: Kelly tends to seck out contact and doesn't 
have much in the way of elusiveness. He’s also a bit of a one- 
speed runner who lacks suddenness and the speed to run away 
from defenders in the open field. He failed to top 80 rushing 
yards in a game in October or November. Teams will need to 
take a closer look at off-the-field red flags. 


SUMMARY: As a smallish back with a physical running style, 
it’s fair to wonder just how Kelly’s game will translate, especially 
with his general lack of explosiveness. He does have some third- 
down skills, which should be enough to earn him a roster spot 
with a chance to develop into a committee back. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 


Year G ATT Yos YPC 1 REC YoS 10 
m5 iT) 40 16 4) i) i] 0 0 
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19 Chase 
COLLEGE: FORDHAM 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5’8” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: A star at the FCS level, Edmonds offers 
traits that will translate. He's compactly built and has a lot of 
wiggle; he does a nice job subtly moving his hips and making 

it difficult for defenders to get a good piece of him. He shows 
good vision and excellent lateral agility, with a make~em-miss 
jump cut and good overall play speed. His vision and instincts — 
the ability to play peekaboo behind his blockers — allow him to 
pick his way for yardage between the tackles. He'll be an asset in 
the passing game. He could be developed into a slot weapon as 
well. He's willing to stick his face in as a pass protector. 

WEAK POINTS: Level of competition will be an obvious 
concern, but the bigger concern is likely durability, especially 
after Edmonds missed half his senior season due to injuries. He's 
not going to run over anyone at the next level, and he will be far 
more useful on the perimeter and in space. 

SUMMARY: Edmonds has the versatility, athleticism and play- 
making instincts to stick as a part-time multi-purpose weapon. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th round 
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Running Backs 


John Kelly 


Kam 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 


CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: He's a massive power back whose style 
matches up with his size. Pettway thrives on physicality and is at 
his best as a between-the-tackles battering ram. He's a deci- 
sive, straightforward, downhill runner who is a nightmare for 
defensive backs to square up when he’s able to break through to 
the third level. He lowers his shoulder pads and on a lot of plays 
is the one who delivers the blow. He can also be used as a lead 
blocker. 


WEAK POINTS: There’s almost no elusiveness to his game. 
He'll learn that he can’t run over NFL defenders like he did at 
the college level. His style is a concern after an injury-plagued 
final two seasons at Auburn. He takes a while to build up to top 
speed, and he’s not fast enough to run away from defenders. He’s 
not an option on third downs, and a non-factor as a receiver. 
SUMMARY: He’s a throwback, but Pettway’s ceiling is as a tan- 
dem back. He could be cast as a physical, early down bruiser who 
could also be a handful as a closer in the fourth quarter. 


FINAL GRADE: 7th round 
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Dimitri 
FLOWERS 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 245 

STRONG POINTS: His primary role was as a lead blocker, 
arole he filled effectively in front of star backs such as Samaje 
Perine and Joe Mixon. He shows excellent body control, balance 
and flexibility moving through the line of scrimmage and hitting 
his targets on the second level. He also has the ability to make 
an impact with the ball in his hands. He lined up at tight end, 
H-back and occasionally in the slot for the Sooners and showed 
good ball-tracking skills and soft hands. He had 90-plus receiv- 
ing yards in games against Ohio State and Iowa State last year. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s not a mauler as a blocker, but more of 
a guy who needs to have the right angle to clear a path. He’s a 
willing pass protector but often ended up being a speed bump. 
SUMMARY: He has the most well-rounded game of the full- 
backs in this class, although he will appeal to teams who are less 
interested in a classic lead blocker for a power running attack 
and more interested in a versatile H-back/offensive weapon in 
the Kyle Juszezyk mold. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Jaylen 


SAMUELS 


COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5711” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: A multi-purpose weapon who lined up asa 
tight end, receiver, fullback, H-back and tailback, Samuels can fill 
a number of roles and is very good with the ball in his hands. As 
a receiver, he’s a fluid mover with a knack for setting up defend- 
ers,and he has sure hands. He’s a good runner after the catch, 
showing some elusiveness and patience in space, finding creases 
with regularity. As a short-yardage back, he showed the ability to 
fit through small creases and convert around the goal line. 
WEAK POINTS: ‘The measurables won't blow anyone away; 
Samuels is undersized for a full-time role at any position, and 
he’s not an explosive mover and lacks the pure speed to be a true 
big-play threat. He’s probably not going to be much of a lead 
blocker — his value is derived from having the ball in his hands. 
SUMMARY: Some teams will see him as a tweener with no 
position, but a creative coordinator will find a use for Samuels. 
‘The most likely scenario is that he ends up as an H-back who 
can create some favorable matchups in the passing game. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Jaylen Samuels 


Khalid 
HILL 


COLLEGE: MICHIGAN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 260 


STRONG POINTS: A big, physical lead blocker, Hill will 
appeal to any team looking for a fullback to fold into a smash- 
mouth running game. He’s aggressive moving downhill, capable 
of getting into linebackers at the second level and standing them 
up. When picking up the blitz, he steps up and looks to initiate 
the violence. He also did some short-yardage work and lined up 
as a receiving option as an in-line tight end and an H-back. He 
shows soft hands as a capable underneath receiver. 

WEAK POINTS: He's a bit of a straight-line mover and had 
trouble consistently landing blocks against athletic front-seven 
defenders. He can also get too aggressive in pass protection, 
lunging at speedier blitzers who go right around him. Medicals 
will get a close look after a torn ACL his redshirt freshman year. 
SUMMARY: It’s not a great year for pure lead blockers, but Hill 
is the best of the bunch and might actually benefit from drop- 
ping a little weight and improving his movement skills. The raw 
tools are there for him to carve out a role in the NFL. 

FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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we \Wide Receivers 


Reads coverage, zone and man-to-man 
Athletic after catch, production with ball in hands 


Type of cuts, rounded or sharp * Body control * Drops weight ¢ Lateral 
separation 


Escapes being held up in press coverage * Quick feet * Strength to fight jams 


Ability to come out of break with burst/acceleration * Creates space — 
can he get open? 


Can he adjust to the ball in flight? * Does he pick up speed down the 


field? * Does he run through the ball? ® Vertical threat ® Leaping ability and timing 


Reactive and assertive in traffic * Reactive to low balls and balls 
behind him ¢ Ball skills 


Courage * Concentration ¢ Receives the ball on contact over 
middle ¢ Catches in a crowd on the move * Makes plays in a combative environment 


Degree of physical toughness * Aggressive blocks 
Adjusts on the move ® Physical and mental toughness 
Amount of time to get to top speed 


Playing speed * Can he carry his pads? * Deep burst # Can he run by 
defenders? © Does he eat up the cushion? 


Size (under 8Y2" is small) © Type (soft, hard) © Extends and plucks ball away from 
body * Adjusts to ball in flight ¢ Can he make the overhead catch? ® Will he lay out? ¢ 
Can he make the tough catch? 


Can he move the chains? 


Pro or spread 


RIDLEY 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'0" WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: His statistical production lagged the past 
two seasons while he played with a young, run-first quarterback 
in Jalen Hurts, but Ridley has improved since his 1,000-yard 
freshman season (when pocket passer Jake Coker was throwing 
to him), and he was the nation’s best receiver last season. Ridley 
is tremendously polished, showing an advanced understanding of 
route running, He’s a fluid mover who also explodes at the top of 
routes, creating separation with ease. He improved against press 
coverage last season — he has the quickness to escape the jam 
and makes better use of his hands to break free. He has the long 
speed to threaten downfield and is a natural tracking the deep 
ball. He also has strong hands and the body control to adjust to 
the underthrow and make acrobatic catches. He’s a catch-and- 
run threat as well, elusive with the ball in his hands, and a tough, 
aggressive runner. 

WEAK POINTS: He doesn't have ideal size for a No. 1 receiver, 
and NFL defenders will surely spend his rookie season trying 

to beat him up. He eventually learned to handle collegiate 
defenders trying to manhandle him at the line of scrimmage, but 
we'll see if that translates to the next level (ex-Alabama wideout 
Amari Cooper's inability to beat press coverage has slowed his 
development). 

SUMMARY: He has the highest floor of any wideout available 
this year — if physicality at the line becomes a problem, Ridley 
could play the slot and thrive — and he has a chance to develop 
into a true No. 1 wideout. With an NFL quarterback throwing 

to him ina more traditional offense, he should put up the kind of 
big numbers that weren't there in college the past two seasons. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
Year G REC YOS 


YPC 10 RATT RYDS 1D 


SUTTON 


COLLEGE: SMU. 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3" WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: From a measurables standpoint, he’s the 
best this class has to offer — long-armed, broad-shouldered and 
strong throughout. He's also a fluid athlete and a long strider 
who can threaten downfield. He’s extremely physical with big, 
strong hands and a large catch radius. He attacks in 50/50 situ- 
ations and consistently wins due to his size and aggressiveness. 
He tracks the ball well and is consistent on high-point opportu- 
nities. He uses his big frame to box out defensive backs, leading 
to easy receptions when he’s facing the line of scrimmage. He's a 
violent, physical runner with the ball in his hands and capable of 
shedding a tackle or two after the catch. He's also aggressive and 
physical as a blocker, a plus for any team’s run game. 

WEAK POINTS: From a physical standpoint, he’s more fast 
than he is quick. He doesn’t have a lot of suddenness off the line 
of scrimmage and doesn't create a lot of separation underneath. 
He's also very raw after playing in SMU!s simplified scheme. He 
ran a limited route tree and didn't run any of his routes with a 
high level of precision. He tended to round off cuts and rely on 
his physical gifts to overwhelm defensive backs (non-Power 5 
defensive backs, at that). 

SUMMARY: Sutton’s upside is tremendous, although any team 
drafting him will have to be prepared for some growing pains. 
He'll likely cost a top-40 pick and carries some bust potential 
considering the system he's coming from. If developed proper- 

ly, and paired with a quarterback who trusts a contested-catch 
receiver, he has the potential to be a Brandon Marshall-type, 
capable of making plays even when he's covered. 


FINAL GRADE: ist/2nd round 
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COLLEGE: TEXAS A&M 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5°10” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: Like Alabama's Calvin Ridley, Kirk’s 
numbers at A&M never matched his talent due to issues at 
quarterback. And, like Ridley, Kirk has a chance to be more 
productive at the NFL level. He’s a shifty, quick-twitch receiver 
who can create underneath separation with ease. He's at his best 
in catch-and-run situations, showing the burst and elusiveness to 
create big plays once the ball is in his hands. And he runs tough 
once contacted, like a running back working in space. He has 
the long speed to threaten downfield as well, and he reaches that 
top gear quickly. He's also a potentially elite punt returner — he 
returned six punts for TDs in college (with an eye-popping 22.0 
career punt return average) and added a 100-yard kickoff return 
last season. 


WEAK POINTS: He has some inconsistency at the catch 
point; Kirk is aggressive but too often lets the ball get into his 
body rather than snatching it. And along with less-than-ideal 
size for an outside target, he doesn't always track the deep ball 
as well as you'd like to see. He lined up off the line of scrimmage 
often and motioned often, and press coverage could be an issue. 
‘After playing in A&M's simplified spread system, Kirk will have 
something of a learning curve at the next level. 

SUMMARY: His best fit is probably in the slot, where Kirk can 
take advantage of the two-way go and give defenses fits in the 
quick-strike game. Combined with his value as a return special- 
ist, that would make him a huge asset for a team, and a guy who 
will turn in a handful of big plays. Any coaching staff expecting 
him to have an impact lining up wide might have more of a 
project on their hands. 


\E 


COLLEGE: MARYLAND 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5°11” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: Moore was a breakout star in 2017 despite 
Maryland’s constant revolving door at the quarterback position, 
and he showed that he could be an impact player in the slot 

or lined up wide. He’s an explosive athlete, ultra-quick off the 
line and able to easily escape the jam. He’s capable of creating 
underneath separation with ease. He’s sharp getting in and out 
of cuts and has the third gear to take the top off a defense. He’s 
tough to keep up with on crossers and over routes, anything 
where he can use his speed and acceleration to run away from 
the defender, and he shows the ability to adjust and dig out the 
poorly thrown ball. He excels after the catch, as a slippery runner 
with the balance and strength to consistently break tackles and 
turn short passes into big gains. He's also an explosive enough 
leaper that he possesses a larger catch radius than his size would 
suggest; he can high-point the ball downfield, and he’s effective 
at using the subtle push-off to create late separation on the 
contested ball. 

WEAK POINTS: His hands can be a little bit dicey, especially 
when working downfield. He too often double-catches the deep 
ball or lets it get into his body, due partly to poor ball tracking. 
Most of his best work came on bubble screens and similar short, 
catch-and-run touches. He’ll have to learn an extended route 
tree in the NFL. 

SUMMARY: Moore has a lot of Golden Tate in his game, and 
he should provide similar run-after-the-catch capabilities with 
some limitations when it comes to a traditional route tree. He'll 
likely do his best work out of the slot, but he can work outside 
as well. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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‘ | nie 
a GOBBS JR. 
COLLEGE: INDIANA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: A long, strong and fluid receiver, Cobbs is 
one of the most physically impressive receivers in this class. He's 
at his best in contested-catch situations. He has long arms and 
strong hands, and the long strides to cover ground quickly. He 
tracks the ball well down the field. He shows good footwork on 
the boundary. And he consistently keeps his hands down until 
the last moment to avoid tipping the ball’s arrival to defen- 

sive backs. He has a large catch radius, and he uses his frame 
effectively when facing the quarterback. He's also a tough runner 
after the catch, capable of overpowering corners once the ball is 
in his hands and often requiring multiple defensive backs to drag 
him down. He had a solid showing against Ohio State when 
matched up with Denzel Ward, arguably the top corner in the 
nation. 

WEAK POINTS: He's a one-speed guy who doesn't create 

any separation. He'll get off the line of scrimmage due to size 
and strength, but he was rarely able to shake the top corners he 
faced, often drifting through his routes and relying on his size 
and physical gifts. His straight-line speed is good but not great, 
and he takes a while to build up to it. He’s not much of a lateral 
mover, either — it seemed most of his routes were a go, a stop or 
a crosser. 


SUMMARY: He’ a bit like a less acrobatic DeAndre Hopkins — 
Cobbs will win even when he’s covered. But as a one-speed mover, 
he'll have to prove he can make those plays against NFL corners, 
a skill that doesn't always translate. He profiles as a starter on the 
outside with Red Zone value, but not a sure-fire No. 1. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 


ved WASHINGTON 
COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The Biletnikoff Award winner as college 
football’s best receiver last season, Washington put up three 
seasons of big numbers in Oklahoma State's offense. He’s a deep 
threat with easy speed, and opposing corners often gave him a 
lot of cushion at the line of scrimmage. He showed the initial 
quickness to beat press coverage, and he accelerates quickly 
downfield. He also shows a good feel for setting up routes when 
corners play off him, pressing DBs until they're off balance be- 
fore making a sharp cut. He tracks the deep ball well and can hit 
that third gear to track down the slightly overthrown ball. 


WEAK POINTS: He's a tad undersized and tends to play small. 
Washington doesn't have a lot of physicality in his game, and he 
struggled when forced to try to high-point balls against some 

of the more talented defensive backfields he faced. He isn’t big 
enough or strong enough to make contested catches on a consis- 
tent basis. He can accelerate for big yardage after the catch when 
the ball is placed properly by his quarterback, but he didn’t break 
a lot of tackles against top competition when put in catch-and- 
run situations. Like most No. 1 receivers in Air Raid offenses, 
his immense production was system-driven, with wide-open 
spaces in which to operate, with help from one of the nation's 
top quarterbacks in Mason Rudolph, Washington will give effort 
as a blocker, but he doesn’t often make much of a difference. 
SUMMARY: He’s not Tyreek Hill, but Washington's play speed 
is good enough to demand respect in the form of cushion or 
safety help. He isn’t the most well-rounded receiver, but he 
should have value as a complementary piece and a future No. 2. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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Dante 


7 PETTIS 


COLLEGE: WASHINGTON 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’0” WEIGHT: 175 
STRONG POINTS: Pettis combines explosive big-play ability 
with a nuanced and well-rounded game. His long speed is good, 
and he does a nice job setting up routes and creating separa 
tion, He has the acceleration to run away from defenders on go 
routes and deep overs. He tracks the ball well downfield and has 
excellent body control and strong hands when he has to adjust to 
an off-target throw; he elevates and attacks the 50/50 ball with 
ess. He is elusive enough to create big plays 
ind-run situations. He offers elite potential as a return 
ist, with an NCAA-record nine career punt return TDs. 
WEAK POINTS: He's on the small side and slight, and there’s 
little physicality to Pettis’ game. He runs well but doesn’t have 
elite long speed, and he must prove he can consistently beat press 
coverage against bigger, more physical NFL corners. 
SUMMARY: Pettis has the big-play ability and enough of a 
well-rounded game to develop into a quality No. 2 receiver. His 
floor is high thanks to his value in the return game. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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Deon 


COLLEGE: CLEMSON 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: A converted quarterback, Cain has made 
strides while displaying some top-end traits. He's fast and quick, 
showing burst off the snap and the initial explosiveness to get 
behind a defensive back and long speed to stack and stay there. 
He hits an extra gear and can catch up with the ball late. Despite 
his relative inexperience at the position, he tracks the ball well 
downfield. He is broad-shouldered and big enough to use his 

to his advantage downfield, consistently high-pointing it 
and winning in contested-catch situations. He is also tough to 
bring down in catch-and-run situatio 
WEAK POINTS: He's especially raw because of the limited 
route tree he ran at Clemson. He could require a redshirt year. 
He also didn’t do any work in the return game at Clemson. 
SUMMARY: He's one of the highest-upside receivers in this 
draft, as few wideouts with his size run like him. Whether or 
not he reaches his ceiling will come down to coaching, but he 
certainly has the potential to develop into a starter and big-play 
weapon. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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Tre’Quan 


SMITH 


COLLEGE: UCF 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: A basketball player and track star who's 
been playing organized football for only five years, Smith is 
broad-shouldered with long arms and strong hands. With his 
competitiveness and innate timing, he’s dominant on jump balls. 
He offers QBs a big catch radius when facing back toward the 
line of scrimmage, and he has the long speed to take the top off 
a defense. But he is at his best running after the catch, violent 
and capable of breaking tackles. He'll give up his body in traffic 
in the middle, and he's also extremely competitive as a blocker. 


WEAK POINTS: Smith can be a little sluggish off the snap and 
is more of a long-strider than a guy who creates separation. He 
plays bigger than his listed size, but it’s not an ideal skill set for 
an “average” sized receiver. He's still a work in progress as far as 
route running goes, and he must get more subtle when creating 
space downfield. 

SUMMARY: Teams will wish he was two or three inches taller, 
but Smith brings a blend of speed, fluidity and physicality. He’s a 
project, but one with big upside in a middling class of receivers. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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COLLEGE: MEMPHIS 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 190. 

STRONG POINTS: Miller consistently outperforms his mea- 
surables. He’s an outstanding route runner, showing quickness 
and excellent body control moving in and out of breaks. He's 
excellent tracking the ball downfield, and he’s competitive with 
strong hands at the catch point and has a knack for winning 
hand fights down the field. He does a nice job beating press 
coverage, with initial quickness and a good swipe move, and he 
runs hard after the catch. He showed excellent chemistry with 
QB Riley Ferguson in scramble situations. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not the kind of burner who will take the 
top off a defense with regularity, and at his size his physicality 
at the catch point will be tested against NFL defensive backs. 
He moves well but doesn’t have the kind of initial quickness or 
explosiveness that will blow away defensive backs. 
SUMMARY: Miller lacks the traits of a true No. 1 receiver, but 
his nuanced game and natural feel as a playmaker give him a 
chance to be a solid No. 2 receiver as a security blanket type. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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BURNETT 


COLLEGE: USC 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 175 

STRONG POINTS: Burnett is exceptionally quick and agile 
with great body control, creating separation with ease. His initial 
burst at the line of scrimmage gives him a chance to escape 
physical corners, and he’s often unguardable with a two-way go, 
a sudden mover with an innate feel for setting up defenders in 
man and finding soft spots vs. zone. Along with the ability to 
get open underneath, he’s slippery after the catch. His hands are 
excellent, snatching the ball and transitioning seamlessly from 
receiver to runner, He also has the long speed to get behind a 
defense, and he tracks the ball well downfield. 

WEAK POINTS: He's particularly small-framed, and the 
physicality of the NFL could be an eye-opener, He'll likely have 
to be motioned often in order to keep corners from getting into 
his body and re-routing him. He was rarely used on the outside 
at USC. He also doesn't add any value as a blocker. 


SUMMARY: A truly electrifying mover, Burnett has a chance 
to be a prolific receiver out of the slot. But questionable size and 
play strength add some risk to the equation, 


‘ I DJ 
COLLEGE: LSU 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 200 
STRONG POINTS: Chark took full advantage of his first ex- 
tended opportunity as a starter. He's long and long-limbed, and 
he’s among the fastest — if not the fastest — offensive skill po- 
sition players in this class. He has good explosiveness off the line 
of scrimmage and can blow by defenders, but he also improved 
his feel as a route runner as a senior. He’s balanced and fluid as a 
mover with the ability to get defensive backs wrong-footed when 
he sets up cuts, He also runs hard after the catch, with YAC 
ability and value as a return specialist. 
WEAK POINTS: He's improving but still raw as a route runner 
and will too often drift through routes. He’s shaky as a ball 
tracker downfield, and his hands are inconsistent — he struggled 
with drops throughout his career. 
SUMMARY: There are plenty of rough edges to sand down, 
and Chark’s drops might be too much to overcome. But he’s a 
rare physical specimen, and he'd worry opposing defenses as a 
situational deep threat with the upside to become more. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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Auden Tate 


Auden 
TATE 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: A massive target who will draw compar- 
isons to Kelvin Benjamin due to size and shared alma mater, 
Tate is a contested-catch specialist who uses his frame to good 
advantage underneath, He snatches the ball effectively, with long 
arms and strong hands, and he has a large catch radius when 
facing the quarterback. He tracks the ball well downfield and 
can outmuscle defensive backs. And he’s a plus blocker on the 
perimeter, physically imposing and aggressive. 

WEAK POINTS: Tate is a plodding mover and will have to rely 
on making contested catches. He’s not an overly smooth runner 
though, sometimes getting choppy with his steps while trying to 
run under a deep ball. He lacks a second gear to run under the 
deep ball, He'll run hard after the catch but with little wiggle, 
and he is easily brought down by going low. 

SUMMARY: Almost more of a flex tight end than a receiver, 
Tate will at least have value as a Red Zone specialist. He might 
not be much of a receiving force between the 20s, but his block- 
ing is an element that could push him into a starting role. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Wide Receivers /(#"" 
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ST. BROWN 


COLLEGE: NOTRE DAME 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: A very good size/speed prospect, St. 
Brown is long-limbed and fast, with the ability to build up to 
top speed faster than most long-striders. He's a fluid mover and 
can be dominant on crossing and deep over routes when he can 
run away from defenders. He shows decent power and some 
wiggle after the catch, with the ability to break a tackle and rack 
up YACs. He’s an effective blocker on the perimeter as well. 
WEAK POINTS: His ball skills are questionable. He does not 
track the ball downfield well and consistently bobbles and dou- 
ble-catches on deeper routes. He struggles to high-point the ball 
consistently. He needs to be more aggressive coming back to the 
ball when facing the line of scrimmage — he effectively walls 
off significantly smaller defenders but too often ends up losing 
contested catches against bigger DBs. 

SUMMARY: He fits best as a big-bodied possession receiver 
with some catch-and-run ability, and his measurables will push 
him up draft boards, He’s a boom-or-bust prospect. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Allen 
LAZARD 


COLLEGE: IOWA STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 225, 


STRONG POINTS: Lazard makes good use of his big frame. 
He’s very good on in-breaking routes, walling off defenders and 
snatching the ball away from his frame. He has strong hands 
and is willing to go into traffic and absorb contact as he makes 
a catch. He does a nice job on back-shoulder throws downfield, 
keeping his hands down until the last minute to keep from 
tipping defensive backs, then showing good body control and 
strong hands to reach back and make the grab. He’s a compet- 
itive blocker who will be a plus for a running game, and a Red 
Zone option due to his size and strength. 

WEAK POINTS: He's a one-speed mover, sluggish off the line 
with little explosion at the top of routes. He won't create much 
separation, and he’s not a threat to run away from anyone. 
SUMMARY: His best fit might be as a big slot receiver at the 
next level, where he can play almost a flex tight end role, But 
with his reliable hands and physical nature, Lazard has a chance 
to stick in the league for a while. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Year G REC YOS YPC af RATT IS D 


a 2 8 0 1 0 
m5 6 5 7] i} m5 Wek 0 5 0 
m8 OB mM bh a ea me 1 6) BT 0 1 0 
Fa a 1710 0 0 0 a 13310 0 0 
Career 31 & 7 16 i] v0 Career i039 0 v0 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM | 67 


4 Antonio Callaway 


’ 
16 Antonio 
COLLEGE: FLORIDA 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: A borderline elite talent on the field, Call- 
away has a blend of long speed and short-area quickness, able to 
accelerate quickly and get behind a defense, or create separation 

underneath. He’s built like a running back and plays with physi- 
cality, battling at the catch point and running with violence after 
the catch, Had it not been for the shaky QB situation at Florida, 
he could have put up monster numbers. 


WEAK POINTS: He's going to be taken off many — if not 
most — draft boards. Callaway has multiple marijuana citations, 
subjecting him to the league’s drug program, and he was accused 
of sexual assault in 2015 (he was cleared by the school, though 
UF is under a Title IX investigation for its handling of the case). 
Also, he faced felony charges for his role in a credit card fraud 
scandal that led to a season-long suspension in 2017 (he entered 
a pre-trial intervention program). On the field, he was a bit too 
drop-prone, and he doesn't have ideal size for a No. 1. 
SUMMARY: It seems likely one of the 32 teams will weigh the 
talent vs. the troubled past and spend a pick on Callaway, who 
could truly be a star if he straightened out his life. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th round 
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QUINN 


COLLEGE: SMU 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 200 

STRONG POINTS: After transferring from LSU, Quinn 
carved out a bigger role at SMU and became one of the nation’s 
top slot receivers, He has excellent hands and shows great body 
control when forced to adjust to a poorly thrown ball. He's a 
quality route runner against man coverage but thrives against 
zone, especially when he has a chance to work up the seam. He’s 
slippery after the catch as well, showing the ability to slip tackles 
and run with balance. He'll give up his body in the middle of the 
field and plays with a competitive edge to his game. 

WEAK POINTS: He’s quick but doesn't have that elite stop= 
and-go ability that blows defensive backs away. It was also a 
fairly simple route tree at SMU; he'll have some work to do at 
the next level. Quinn is strictly a slot option and would be at risk 
of getting swallowed up by bigger cornerbacks if playing outside. 
SUMMARY: He isn’t the most explosive slot option, but Quinn 
is a sure-handed security blanket who has a knack for getting to 
the right spots. He could be very productive if he finds the right 
chemistry with his next quarterback, 

FINAL GRADE: 4th round 
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Michael 
GALLUP 


COLLEGE: COLORADO STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: An advanced route runner, Gallup put up 
big numbers while drawing a ton of attention last season. He 
played outside and in the slot and did a tremendous job setting 
up routes and getting defensive backs wrong-footed to create 
separation. He’s slippery off the line of scrimmage, quick with 
the strong hands to beat the jam. He's also tough at the catch 
point, subtly winning hand fights and attacking the ball. He has 
strong hands and times his leaps well when elevating to high- 
point the ball. He works the sideline well, showing good body 
control and awareness when making a play. 

WEAK POINTS: Gallup won't blow anyone away with mea- 
surables. He is neither big nor the kind of burner who can take 
the top off a defense, He’s a fluid mover, but not necessarily 
explosive. He doesn't have experience in the return game. 


SUMMARY: Gallup's measurables don't match up to many of 
the top receivers in this class, but he has the kind of polished 
game that could allow him to make an early impact. He might 
fit best in the slot, and it won't be a surprise if he carves out a 
career as a reliable No. 2 receiver. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th round 
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yy: Tom DiPace; Wims: Paul Abell 


a 


ROBERTSON 


COLLEGE: SOUTHERN MISS 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 60" WEIGHT: 210 

STRONG POINTS: Robertson has plenty of traits that 
translate to the NFL, He's built like a running back and plays 
with physicality. He’s a violent runner with the ball in his hands, 
capable of big plays in catch-and-run situations. He won't get 
re-routed and does a nice job creating late separation on deep 
balls. He shows good body control when forced to make a late 
adjustment to the ball. He has enough long speed to threaten the 
top of a defense. He'll also compete as a blocker. 

WEAK POINTS: Robertson is still exceedingly raw in the finer 
points of the position, He’s capable of high-pointing the ball but 
is inconsistent with his hands. He lets it get into his body far too 
often, rather than reaching out and snatching it, He’s raw as a 
route runner and doesn’t show a lot of nuance or feel for creating 
separation at the top of his route. 

SUMMARY: He needs work, but Robertson has the speed, 
physicality and enough size to work with. He might require a 
redshirt year to work on routes and technique. He carries some 
bust potential, but he has starter upside. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Darren 


CARRINGTON Il 


COLLEGE: UTAH 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: A long, springy athlete, Carrington had a 
strong finish to a tumultuous collegiate career. He shows some 
good initial quickness and accelerates quickly to top speed, with 
enough long speed to threaten the top of a defense, He can run 
away from DBs on over routes and tracks the ball well downfield. 
He'll snatch the ball away from his body when working under- 
neath. He's good working into soft spots against zone coverage. 


WEAK POINTS: Teams will start with the off-the-field con- 
cerns, as Carrington was dismissed from Oregon after a series of 
incidents. On the field, he lacks physicality to his game, He’s too 
easily re-routed underneath and can be muscled to the sideline 
when working outside. He will need to play the slot and avoid 
press coverage. He's a non-factor as a blocker on the perimeter. 
SUMMARY: He'll likely be absent from a few draft boards due 
to his checkered past, but Carrington has the tools to develop 
into a dangerous slot receiver for a team with more of a finesse 
approach, 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Javon Wims 


Javon 

Wims 
COLLEGE: GEORGIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 215 
STRONG POINTS: Wins is a fluid mover with good length 
and flashes nice body control when working the sideline. He 
adjusts well to the underthrow and does a good job attack- 
ing the ball in contested-catch situations. He was an effective 
back-shoulder receiver for Georgia and shows good awareness 
when sitting down against zone coverage. In the Red Zone, he 
high-points the ball effectively. He shows quickness after the 


catch, with the ability to slip a tackle. He gets after it as a block- 
er, especially downfield, and should have value covering kicks. 


WEAK POINTS: He's not a burner and is not particularly 
sudden off the line of scrimmage. He'll have trouble consistently 
separating against man coverage, and while he has a big frame, 
he needs to use it more effectively on in-breaking routes, where 
he too often fails to cross the defender’s face. 

SUMMARY: Wims, a former JC transfer, has a fairly well-round- 
ed skill set even though there are no outstanding traits. But those 
traits, combined with the little things he does (especially his phys- 
icality as a blocker and likely special teams contributions), should 
be enough to earn him a career as a sub-package receiver. 
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Jordan 


LASLEY 


COLLEGE: UCLA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’0” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Josh Rosen's go-to receiver last season, 
Lasley consistently creates separation underneath. He was used 
on a lot of screens and short catch-and-run scenarios, with the 
quickness and elusiveness to pick up yards after the catch, He 
can accelerate to top speed fairly quickly and has the long speed 
to run away from defensive backs on over routes. He works the 
sideline well, showing the body control and awareness to haul in 
passes and consistently come down in bounds. 


WEAK POINTS: He isn’t much of a threat outside. Lasley lacks 
the elite top-end speed to run past cornerbacks. He also plays 
small; when working downfield he lets the ball get into his body 
rather than going up and attacking it. He's not going to win in 
contested-catch situations at the next level. He certainly benefit- 
ed from Rosen's downfield accuracy and pinpoint back-shoulder 
throws. He doesn't have much physicality to his game. 
SUMMARY: He probably fits best in the slot, where he can uti- 
lize the two-way go and work creases in the middle of the field. 
He could be a steady complementary receiver. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 
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COLLEGE: TEXAS TECH 
CLASS: Jr, HEIGHT: 5'9” WEIGHT: 180 


STRONG POINTS: A slippery catch-and-run threat, Coutee 
had a breakout junior year as Tech's leading receiver. He’s an 
explosive athlete with quickness and long speed. He has a low 
center of gravity and runs hard, allowing him to slip tackles. He 
has the quickness and body control to create separation under- 
neath and can threaten the deep middle on vertical routes. He 
offers value as a kick returner as well. 


WEAK POINTS: He's undersized and ran a limited route 

tree at Texas Tech, catching a lot of passes behind the line of 
scrimmage. He was typically schemed open and did little in the 
way of routes that involved a change of direction. He has a small 
catch radius and will not consistently make plays downfield, and 
he has little chance in contested-catch situations. 

SUMMARY: He has a specific skill set that will relegate him to 
the slot (or some gadget packages), but Coutee could be a quali- 
ty slot receiver if he is able to pick up on some of the nuances of 
the position. He'll enter the NFL as a sub-package receiver and 
special teams contributor. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 


ut) RATT R-YDS 


Jordan Lasley 


Jaleel 


ScoTT 


COLLEGE: NEW MEXICO STATE 

CLASS; R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 220 

STRONG POINTS: Scott is built like a power forward and 
plays like one. He gets inside defensive backs and uses his huge 
frame to wall them off; he was used effectively on the outside 
and in the slot. He has big, strong hands and very good body 
control at his size, with the ability to win in the Red Zone. He 
also shows good awareness when finding soft spots against zone 
coverage and can be surprisingly nifty toc-tapping the sideline. 
With tight end size, he’s an asset blocking on the perimeter. 
WEAK POINTS: He does not create any separation, with 
below-average speed and little suddenness to his movements. 
He will have to be a contested-catch specialist at the next level, 
but he too often seems to struggle with ball-tracking downfield, 
letting the ball get into his body rather than attacking it in the 
air. He's not much of a catch-and-run threat either, with little 
wiggle after he turns upfield, 


SUMMARY: His size is an elite trait that will capture the imag- 
ination of some coaches, and Scott should at least have value as 
a Red Zone specialist. His lack of explosiveness could keep him 
from a future starting job. 
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Marcell 


ATEMAN 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 220 

STRONG POINTS: A big receiver who is also a fluid mover 
and good athlete, Ateman is solid on in-breaking routes. He sets 
up defenders well and uses his big frame to wall them off, and 
he does a good job catching away from his body. He has enough 
build-up speed to threaten a defense deep and is effective on 
stop routes. He does a nice job coming back to the ball in scram- 
ble drills, and he runs hard after the catch. He's also extremely 
competitive as a blocker. 

WEAK POINTS: He drops far too many balls. He struggles 
with ball-tracking downfield; he tends to let the ball get into 

his body and seems to fight it on the way in. His speed is of the 
build-up variety, and he doesn't show much explosiveness off the 
line. He ran a limited route tree at Oklahoma State. 
SUMMARY: His measurables are appealing, and Ateman's 
willingness to compete hard as a blocker will earn him a place 
in the hearts of many coaches, but he might ultimately be too 
mistake-prone to be more than a sub-package receiver. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 
R-ATT__R-YDS 


——_ 
: 
2 | Cedrick 
COLLEGE: BOISE STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 190. 


STRONG POINTS: A downfield threat who moves fluidly 
and accelerates with ease, Wilson is one of the best in this draft 
class at tracking the deep ball. His body control is excellent for 
a player with his longer body type, and he can break off routes 
sharply enough to create separation. He was a quality punt 
returner his junior year. He has NFL bloodlines — his father (of 
the same name) had a seven-year career with San Francisco and 
Pittsburgh. 

WEAK POINTS: Functional strength is a potential issue, as 
Wilson can too easily be escorted to the sideline against most 
physical corners. His long speed is good but not great, and he’s 
going to have to make a lot of contested plays against bigger 
cornerbacks at the next level. He doesn't overwhelm with sud- 
denness and might not be a great fit in the slot. Press coverage 
will also likely be an issue at the next level. 

SUMMARY: He'll likely have to earn his way via special teams 
early, but his knack for coming down with the deep ball gives 
him a chance to carve out a sub-package role. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 
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J'Mon 
MOORE 


COLLEGE: MISSOURI 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: Tall and long-limbed, Moore is a big, 
fluid mover who can win the contested ball downfield. He’s a 
long-strider with the speed to take the top off a defense and 
shows excellent body control when he has to adjust to the ball 
downfield. He showed improvement as a route runner over 

the past two seasons, stemming his routes better and creating 
some separation on deep comeback routes and the occasional 
in-breaking route. He displays a bit more suddenness at the line 
than you might expect and does a nice job beating press cover- 
age. He runs hard after the catch and competes as a blocker. 
WEAK POINTS: He’s raw, as he primarily ran go routes down 
the left sideline. His hands are too inconsistent; too many drops 
that turn into dangerous deflections when the ball comes in hot. 
SUMMARY: His combination of length and athleticism is 
NFL-caliber, and he got better over the last two seasons, an 
encouraging sign for a developmental prospect. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 


DaeSean 


HAMILTON 


COLLEGE: PENN STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Hamilton does a lot of the little things. He 
worked the slot often at Penn State, showing reliable hands and 
a willingness to sacrifice himself over the middle. He has a solid 
build and can wall off defensive backs and absorb the punish- 
ment. He has strong hands and consistently snatches the ball 
away from his frame, and he runs hard after the catch, capable of 
breaking a tackle. He'll find the soft spots against zone coverage. 
He's also one of the better perimeter blockers in this draft class, 
competitive and capable in that area. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s not a dynamic athlete. His play speed is 
ordinary, and while he’s not sluggish, he didn't consistently create 
separation at the collegiate level. And while he’s not small, he’s 
not the size most teams look for in a contested-catch specialist. 
SUMMARY: His toughness will earn a place in the heart of a 
position coach, and Hamilton could develop into a Jason Avant- 
type. His middling measurables likely have him topping out as a 
sub-package receiver and special teams contributor. 
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Vv) Scout Checklist 
V INITIAL QUICKNESS Type of stance and movement off ball ¢ Burst into cuts 


UV COVERAGE RECOGNITION Can he read coverages and adjust on run? Instincts? 


V RUN AFTER CATCH Determined runner who fights for extra yards ¢ Strength to 
break tackles 


V HANDS Soft, natural, easy or stiff 


UV PATTERNS Type of cuts, sharp or rounded * Does he gather his feet to cut (not a 
YP! Pp g 
good trait)? * Body control 


V RELEASE Can he escape being held up at line of scrimmage? ® Foot quickness and 
strength ° Type of release: speed or arm over 


V SEPARATION Burst and body movement to create space from defender and get 
open ® Horizontal and vertical separation 


UV RECEIVE SHORT Can he split Cover 2 coverage? ¢ Vertical threat * Burst to 
separate * Leaping ability and timing 

V BALL REACTIONS Can he see and adjust to the ball in flight? ¢ Can he make the 
tough catch? 


V REACT TO CROWD Courage and concentration on ball in crowd ® Use of body to 
shield defender Is he a big target? 


V INLINE BLOCKER Upper and lower-body strength, good base and balance * Does 
he dominate with block strength? 


V SUSTAIN/FINISH Use of physical play strength * How effective and functional is he? 
V DOWNFIELD BLOCKER Adjusts on the run * Effort and angles ® Stays on feet 


V PASS PROTECTION Can he quick set? * Change direction and redirect? © Stays 
square to pass rusher * Sudden to react and recover to blitz pickup 


V GAME MANAGEMENT How well does he control the whole game situation? 
Is he instinctive and does he play under control? 


U FBI Football intelligence 
UV THIRD DOWN VALUE Is he a reliable option? 
UV COLLEGE OFFENSIVE SCHEME Pro or spread 


Hayden 
HURST 


COLLEGE: SOUTH CAROLINA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: A former minor-league baseball pitch- 

er turned walk-on, Hurst has developed into a polished and 
dangerous pass-catching tight end. He’s at his best working 

up the seam, pushing the deep middle of the field. He brings a 
great blend of size and athleticism. He's fluid and flexible, with 
the long speed to get up the field and the ability to adjust to the 
off-target throw and transition easily from receiver to runner, 
able to run away from defenders downfield. He’s a fluid mover 
in the middle of the field, with the balance and body control to 
maintain speed in and out of breaks, and he’s more than willing 
to attack the ball in contested-catch situations, absorbing contact 
as he does. He’s also an effective blocker when lining up at 
H-back or fullback, hitting his target on the move and effectively 
clearing out running lanes. 


WEAK POINTS: He's older than most prospects. (He turns 

25 in August.) He was flexed out or in the backfield more often 
than not, and he might not have the bulk or functional strength 
to line up in-line regularly at the next level. His statistical pro- 
duction was underwhelming, though that had a lot to do with a 
rocky QB situation and a conservative passing offense. He's not a 
huge run-after-catch threat when catching the ball underneath. 


SUMMARY: Some teams won't be able to get past his age, but he 
came to South Carolina as a raw project, and his trajectory is still 
pointing up from a development standpoint. There's some Travis 
Kelce in his game, and while that’s a ceiling he (or any prospect) 
is unlikely to reach, Hurst figures to be at least a nice complemen- 
tary receiver when flexed out, and an asset as a blocker in the run 
game. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 


Mark Andrews 


Mark 
ANDREWS 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: He's a converted wide receiver, and he 
plays like one, Andrews is a fluid mover and polished route 
runner who understands the nuances of creating separation. 
Broad-shouldered and long-limbed, he uses his frame effec~ 
tively against smaller defenders and shows the kind of burst 
coming out of his breaks to create easy separation when covered 
by linebackers (though he can also create that separation against 
defensive backs). He has the long speed to threaten the deep 
middle. He has the requisite toughness to work the middle of 
the field and absorb hits while making a play. He's also tough 
after the catch, a YAC threat when working underneath, show- 
ing enough explosiveness with the ball in his hands to break 
tackles. 

WEAK POINTS: His blocking leaves something to be desired; 
his frame is maxed out, and while he’ll give effort downfield he 
too often seems less than enthusiastic as a run blocker, playing 
too high and getting little push. Offenses will likely have to run 
away from his side of the field early in his career. As a receiver, 
he too often lets the ball get into his body, and he could stand to 
be more aggressive when he has a chance to high-point the ball 
in the red zone. Overall, his production was inflated in Oklaho- 
ma’s spread offense with a Heisman winner throwing to him, 


SUMMARY: Andrews is going to be a mismatch piece in the 
NEL who should make an immediate impact as an F-receiver, 
and he’s the kind of movable chess piece a passing game can be 
built around. The question is how much more well-rounded his 
game can or will become — he’s a finesse tight end who might 
never be trusted as a blocker. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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Dallas 
GOEDERT 


COLLEGE: SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 255 

STRONG POINTS: A back-to-back 1,000-yard receiver at the 
FCS level, Goedert is a natural athlete who moves like an over- 
sized wide receiver. He consistently gets open as a sharp route 
runner with excellent body control and short-area movement 
skills. His hands are exceptionally strong, and he has long arms 
and is a coordinated hands-catcher. He plays with a physical 
edge; he’s a tough runner after the catch and a competitive 
blocker who takes good angles and can wall off linebackers. 
WEAK POINTS: Level of competition will obviously be a leap, 
especially when it comes to blocking. As a receiver, Goedert’s 
speed will be tested. He’s a capable underneath target, but can he 
consistently stretch the middle of the field up the seams? 


SUMMARY: Once he adjusts to the level of competition, 
Goedert presents a rock of a possession receiver who should 
eventually be able to line up in-line or flex out as a chess piece. 
He won't be the most explosive playmaker at the position, but 
he’s a prototype modern tight end. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


mE” 


Durham 


SMYTHE 


COLLEGE: NOTRE DAME 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 65" WEIGHT: 255. 

STRONG POINTS: Overlooked because of a lack of statistical 
production, Smythe absolutely has the traits that will translate 
to the NFL. He has a long-limbed, well-proportioned build and 
good all-around athleticism. As a receiver, he’s a fluid mover go- 
ing up the seam, and he made some plays in the deep middle of 
the field, where he tracks the ball well and shows strong hands. 
He's outstanding as a blocker. He often lined up in-line and 
consistently won when asked to seal linebackers out of the play. 
WEAK POINTS: His long speed is a question mark — will 

he threaten the deep seam against NFL defenses? He's entirely 
unproven as a receiver at this point. He also comes with medical 
concerns after suffering knee and shoulder injuries that cost him 
most of his sophomore year and part of his junior year. 
SUMMARY: Smythe could absolutely be a player who's better 
in the pros than he was in college. He will provide plus blocking, 
and there's a good chance he has some untapped potential as a 
receiver, even if he never thrives catching passes. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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THOMAS 


COLLEGE: INDIANA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4" WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: Thomas has the tools to thrive at the next 
level, and he showed them in a breakout senior season. He’s dan- 
gerous working the seam, with the long speed to threaten deep 
or run away from defenders. He transitions fluidly from receiver 
to runner and is physical and competitive at the catch point, 
able to make plays when covered. As a blocker, he’s aggressive 
and physical, consistently taking proper angles and sealing off 
defenders to create running lanes. He's an option to play in-line. 
WEAK POINTS: He's still raw as a route runner. Thomas is 
good when running away from defenders, but he doesn’t set up 
defenders effectively when changing directions; he’s limited with 
what he can run on a route tree. He too often double-catches the 
ball or fights it, failing to catch it cleanly. That will become more 
problematic working in traffic at the next level. 

SUMMARY: His athleticism and physicality make up for the 
fact that he's going to need some time to develop, and he is one 
of the highest-upside tight ends in this class. He could one day 
be capable of lining up in-line or flexed out as a matchup piece. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


Dalton 
SCHULTZ 


COLLEGE: STANFORD 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’6" WEIGHT: 240 


STRONG POINTS: The latest in a long line of NFL tight ends 
Stanford has produced, Schultz is sure-handed and helped pave 
the way for running back Bryce Love's monster season in 2017. 
As a receiver, Schultz has good hands and uses his frame effec- 
tively underneath. He was asked to primarily run shorter routes, 
snapping his head around to locate the ball and snatching it 
away from his body. He'll run hard after the catch and grind out 
extra yards. He’s a better all-around athlete than his production 
for the Cardinal suggests. That athleticism came into play as a 
blocker. 

WEAK POINTS: His production was highly unimpressive. 

‘The fact that Stanford rarely even asked him to run downfield 
suggests they didn't think he was a usable weapon. He's and 
unproven receiver at best beyond a security blanket role. 
SUMMARY: Any team drafting Schultz is doing so to get a tra~ 
ditional tight end who can help the running game. But that team 
will also have to figure out whether they can unleash pass-catch- 
ing potential, or if Stanford was right in thinking it wasn’t there. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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VA GESicKI 


COLLEGE: PENN STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 250 

STRONG POINTS: Gesicki is an efficient, fluid mover with 
some of the surest hands in this draft. He consistently wins in 
contested-catch situations, using his big frame and showing 

the body control to make adjustments. He high-points the ball 
effectively. Against zone coverage, he effectively settles down 

in the soft spots and makes himself available, and his ability to 
come down with the jump ball makes him a Red Zone threat. 
WEAK POINTS: He’s not an clite athlete. He probably doesn't 
have the long speed to threaten defenses up the seam. He also 
doesn't get in and out of breaks with the explosiveness to create 
a lot of separation. He’s largely a non-factor as a blocker, playing 
high and failing to generate any kind of push. 

SUMMARY: He consistently outplayed his measurables at the 
college level, and he could very well end up a security blanket 
for a quarterback willing to trust him to make plays when he's 
covered. He doesn't block well enough to play in-line with regu- 
larity, but he could be a quality H-back or flex option, 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
Year 6 REC YDS YPC ut) ATT 


2014 n W 4 4 0 i} i] 0 
2015 W B 15 96 1 0 0 t) 
2016 4 48 619 4d 5 0 0 0 
2017 B 61 563 99 9 0 0 o 
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8p ler 
ONKLIN 


COLLEGE: CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 240 


STRONG POINTS: A basketball player before transferring to 
CMU and switching sports, Conklin is essentially a super-sized 
receiver who created matchup problems in a non-Power 5 con- 
ference. His ball skills are outstanding; he’s a hands catcher who 
will snatch it away from his body on the run, and he consistently 
wins contested-catch situations with good body control and 

a great sense of timing. He's a tough runner after the catch, 
capable of breaking tackles and dragging defenders along the 
way. He high-points the ball effectively and can win one on one 
in the Red Zone. 


WEAK POINTS: He's a non-factor as a blocker, on the small 
side and too often stalemating against similarly sized defenders. 
He’s a fluid mover, but his long speed is questionable. He missed 
time with a foot injury last season, and his medicals will be key. 
SUMMARY: He can serve as a second tight end, lining up as 
an H-back or an F-receiver, and he can serve as essentially a big 
possession receiver. He’s probably not going to turn in many big 
plays at the next level, though. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth 


Mike Gesicki 


Ey christs her 
HERNDON 


COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: Herndon has a nice blend of length and 
athleticism and has some untapped potential as a pass-catcher. 
He lined up in-line often and showed good burst at the snap. 
Along with long arms and strong hands, he’s a fluid mover with 
excellent body control. His cuts are sharp, and he can separate 
underneath with relative ease. His long speed is enough that he’ll 
be something of a threat up the seam. He's a high-effort blocker. 
WEAK POINTS: Herndon's measurables are good but not 
great, and his ball skills are less than ideal. He lets the ball get 
into his body often, especially when on the move at the interme- 
diate level. His frame is probably maxed out, and while he gives 
effort as a blocker, he isn't going to be able to hold up as an in- 
line blocker. Medicals will also have to be looked at closely after 
an MCL injury ended his senior season early. 

SUMMARY: He'll have to play off the line of scrimmage, but 
Herndon has enough athleticism to be a serviceable No. 2 tight 
end with an emphasis on his pass-catching skills. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth 
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Tro 


FUMAGALLI 


COLLEGE: WISCONSIN 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 66” WEIGHT: 250 

STRONG POINTS: Fumagalli played in-line as part of Wis- 
consin’s pro-style, power-running offense and flashed skills as a 
capable blocker and receiver. He’s long and uses his size well in 
the passing game, a coordinated hands catcher who has a good 
feel for sitting down in a soft spot and making himself available 
against zone coverage. He’s willing to work in heavy traffic and 
can win in contested-catch situations. He’s a solid blocker who 
will lock on to a defender and rarely misses an assignment. 
WEAK POINTS: He's a middling athlete, a straight-line mover 
with little suddenness. He doesn't have the long speed to threat- 
en up the seam and isn't going to separate underneath. He isn't 
much of a threat after the catch. As a blocker, he holds his own 
but doesn't dominate, even when taking on smaller defenders. 
SUMMARY: He doesnt have the athleticism to be a true differ- 
ence maker, but Fumagalli has experience in a pro-style system 
and does enough as a receiver and blocker to make a roster and 
stick around as a No. 2 tight end. 


DeAnd 
12 A 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 240 


STRONG POINTS: His senior season was derailed by injuries 
and issues under center for UF, but Goolsby has the blend 

of athleticism and size to appeal as a receiving option at the 
next level. He shows good burst off the line of scrimmage and 
accelerates to top speed quickly. He’s a fluid mover who sets up 
his routes well and can create separation underneath. He can be 
tough to bring down after the catch, showing some ability as an 
underneath catch-and-run target. 

WEAK POINTS: He's undersized and often seems disinterest- 
ed as a blocker. And while he never had much to work with at 
quarterback, his meager production is troubling. He has decent 
long speed, but his ball tracking and ball skills at the deep levels 
could be problematic. He also missed a chunk of last season with 
an undisclosed injury. 

SUMMARY: He's an athletic move tight end who likely has 
some untapped potential as a pass catcher. He'll have to prove 
he’s healthy before he can carve out any kind of traditional role. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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1 1 an 
COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: Izzo was one of the best blocking tight 
ends in college football last season, a grinder who holds his own 
at the point of attack against bigger defenders. But he’s at his 
best landing blocks on the move, a coordinated athlete who will 
get his hands on a moving target and open running lanes. As a 
receiver, he showed the ability to sneak into routes and sit down 
against zone coverage. Along with broad shoulders and long 
arms, he has the sure hands to be an effective underneath target. 
WEAK POINTS: He doesn't bring the kind of explosiveness as 
a receiver that teams are looking for. He also doesn't show the 
kind of short-area quickness to create separation when running 
against man coverage, and his long speed is questionable. 
SUMMARY: He’s at his best lining up in the backfield and 
serving as a lead blocker, but Izzo can serve as an in-line tight 
end as well. He has limitations as a receiver but can serve as a 
complementary blocking specialist who will appeal to teams 
looking to set the tone with a physical run game. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 
Year G REC YDS YPC i) RAT RDS __1D 


1 3 Jordan 
COLLEGE: MISSISSIPPI STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’6” WEIGHT: 275 


STRONG POINTS: Possibly the biggest skill-position player 
in this draft, Thomas has a wide body and long arms. He was 
relied on as more of a super-sized receiver at MSU. He's a good 
mover for his size and proved to be a matchup problem for 
opponents in the Red Zone. He uses his frame well and has the 
strong hands and ability to high-point the ball consistently. As 
a blocker, his wide base and long arms give him the profile of a 
sixth offensive lineman. 


WEAK POINTS: He doesn’t have a ton of experience as an 
in-line blocker, the role he’s built for. Thomas doesn't have the 
kind of speed or explosion to be a receiving threat between the 
20s, and he’s not the kind of athlete teams will detach from the 
formation and expect him to win. 

SUMMARY: You can't teach this enviable level of size, and 
Thomas has natural athleticism to go along with it. Whichev- 
er team he ends up with will surely try to transition him toa 
blocking specialist role, and could even ask him to bulk up and 
play tackle. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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Of \ Offensive Tackles 


o> 
& Vv) Scout Checklist 


. W INITIAL QUICKNESS Quickness on start, 
— movement off the ball to gain an advantage 


UV KNEE BEND Natural or forced, ability to bend 
and play in a leverage position 


V EXPLOSION Knee bender, not a waist bender, 
leg drive, rolls hips, strength, can stun defender 
* Fire, fit, follow through 


V USE OF HANDS Placement, punch, stab, 
quickness, 6-inch punch, controls defender 


WV BODY CONTROL/RECOVERY Can he redirect 
and shift weight quickly to defeat opponent? « 
Quick pivot and turn 


V PASS PROTECTION The ability to quick set 
with body quickness, change of direction 
and redirect with natural body control * Does 
he demonstrate attitude and aggression to 
engage initial contact with base, balance and 
knee bend? Can he stay square with ability to 
mirror rusher? * Quickly reacts and recovers to 
blitz pickup Easy light feet 


V RUN BLOCK Ability to quick position defender 
with base leverage to run feet on contact * 
Functional play strength? 


V BLOCK DOWNFIELD Ability to adjust and 
sustain in space, effort and desire to make the 
second block 


V PULL/TRAP Initial movement, adjust on the 
run, depth and approach, body control, kick out 
or log block, follow through and finish 


V REACH AND SEAL Suddenness to gain an 
advantage, quickness to cut off and pin 
defender 


V FINISH/SUSTAIN Base, balance, feet * Body 
control * Goes to whistle 


V ANCHOR Size, strength, balance, base, punch 
and ability to drop his weight ¢ Solid lower 
body, flexibility and power ® Can he post up 
with inside leg and stop charge? 


V LATERAL RANGE Initial quick set and lateral 
feet slide/adjust to block speed rusher * Can he 
block the edge (a definite requirement for the 
left offensive tackle)? 


UV ARM LENGTH/HAND SIZE Prefer arms longer 
than 33", hands over 10" 


% 


FBI Football Intelligence E 
Connor Williams COLLEGE BLOCKING SCHEME Zone or man = 


Connor 


WILLIAMS 


COLLEGE: TEXAS 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 315 

STRONG POINTS: When he’s at his best, Williams is the total 
package at left tackle, a nimble pass protector and road-grading 
run blocker. He looks the part with a well-proportioned body, 
and he plays with natural balance. His feet are light and quick, 
and he can beat pass rushers to the spot before receiving them 
with a sturdy base. He plays with a nasty disposition in the run 
game, willing and able to drive offensive linemen back at the 
point of attack, 

WEAK POINTS: Teams will need to take a close look at his 
medicals, as Williams suffered MCL and PCL injuries early last 
year. He was up and down throughout the season, presumably 
because of the knee, It appeared as if there were times when he 
was worried about his knee giving out on him when trying to 
deal with counter-moves or getting out in space. 

SUMMARY: Provided team doctors give the thumbs- “up on his 
knee and he returns to his 2016 level of play, Williams is the best 
offensive tackle to come out of the college ranks 
years, Scheme-diverse with a well-rounded game, he is worthy of 
a top-10 pick. 
FINAL GRADE: Ist round 


Mike 
McGLINGHEY 


COLLEGE: NOTRE DAME 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'7" WEIGHT: 315 


STRONG POINTS: McGlinchey’ length is what stands out 
ered upper body, looking almost like a 
ed wide receiver. He generally does not, however, allow 
his frame to prevent him from getting low and playing with 
leverage. He is a knee bender who consistently drives defenders 
back at the point of attack in the run game. 

WEAK POINTS: The jump in level of competition is a concern 
for every prospect, but it’s a greater point of emph 
McGlinchey, who was eaten alive in Notre Dam 
to Georgia ian fall, Bécanse he can stragele with puré speed 
when working on an island, some teams might see him as a right 
tackle only. 


SUMMARY: He was a very good right tackle for the Irish early 
in his career before moving to the left 
side, and McGlinchey could fit 
on either side of the line at the 
next level, His run blocking 
is ahead of his pass protec 
tion, and that might always 
be the case. But he is not a 
sieve, and he should be at 
least a quality starter for a 
long time. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 


« See, Orlando Brown 


Orlando 
BROWN 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'7” WEIGHT: 340 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The son of the late, longtime Browns and 
Ravens offensive tackle of the 
mous edge blocker who cor 
He's nimble for a player with his monster size, able to kick-slide 
and set as a pass protector, and he has the long arms and overall 


¢, Brown is an enor- 


strength to overwhelm them. He shows excellent awareness and 

range when it comes to recognizing and picking up blitzers. He's 
even better in the run game, where he can dominate at the point 
of attack. 


WEAK POINTS: Brown played the blind side at Oklahoma, 
but he might not be able to deal with speed on an island without 
having to resort to hit-and-miss quick sets. He has a tendency 
to lunge when he has to range too far, leaving him vulnerable to 
counter-moves. 

SUMMARY: His long-term fit might be at right tackle or 
maybe even inside at guard, but Brown's ability to dominate in 
the run game and hold his own on the edge should allow him to 
become a quality starter somewhere on the line, 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Brian 


O'NEILL 


COLLEGE: PITTSBURGH 
CLASS; R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'6” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: He was initially recruited as a wide receiv- 
er/defensive end, then moved to tight end before finally landing 
at tackle for the Panthers. After bulking up, O'Neill played both 
sides of the offensive line. He has maintained his athleticism, 
and he’s one of the best movers in this class of offensive linemen. 
He’s a natural knee bender who is light on his feet and plays 
with excellent balance, capable of surviving on an island against 
speed-to-power rushers. He has extremely long arms and the 
ability to keep defenders from getting into his frame. He also 
shows excellent range as a run blocker, capable of getting out 
and landing blocks in space. 

WEAK POINTS: O'N. technique comes and goes, and 
sloppy hand placement is most often his issue. He needs to be 
more consistent if he’s going to survive on the outside in the 
NFL. 

SUMMARY: O'Neill can 
lay but he ie 


move inside to gale are both possi 
FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


Martinas 
RANKIN 


COLLEGE: MISSISSIPPI STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: 


when he arrived at M 


junior college transfer who was raw 

ppi State, Rankin developed into a 

e NFL prospect over the past two seasons. He has the 
¢ length to play on the edge, and he shows the nimble 
fect and overall athleticism to deal with speed around the edge. 
He plays with good balance and does a solid job changing direc 
tions and mirroring against counter-moves. 

WEAK POINTS: A little bit fringy for a left tackle, Rankin 
probably has just enough length. While he’s athletic, he’s not an 
elite mover when he kick-slides and sets. He'll also occasionally 
set back on his heels and get sluggish with his feet. He tends to 
get too high at times, losing power, especially when trying to get 
a push in the run game. He could stand to be a little 

more of a glass eater when it comes 
to run blocking. 
SUMMARY: He’s not guar- 
anteed to have a future at left 
tackle, but that is his ceiling. 
Rankin has the raw tools 

to work with and should 

find his way to a long-term 
starting job somewhere on 
the offensive line. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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Kolton Miller 


Kolton 
MILLER 


COLLEGE: UCLA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'7" WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: Something of a late bloomer for UCLA, 
Miller had a breakout season in 2017 while flashing the kind 

of traits NFL teams look for in a tackle. He uses his long arms 
effectively as a pass protector, and he showed improved function- 
al strength as a senior. He is a fluid mover with the quick feet to 
mirror in pass protection. 

WEAK POINTS: He moved to left tackle last season — where 
he started every game for the Bruins — but his tape was not 
nearly as impressive as at right tackle earlier in his career. (Miller 
was limited to just 10 starts over the 2015 and ’16 seasons due to 
injury.) He'll have to prove he’s not a one-year wonder. He can 
get caught lunging when dealing with speed, and he often fires 
too high in the run game, losing power at the point of attack. 
SUMMARY: Miller will to have to satisfy medical concerns, and 
he might not maintain his’17 level of play early on in the NFL. 
But he showed he was capable of working on an island, and he 
could have a future as a starting left tackle if developed properly. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 


7 Chukwuma 
OKORAFOR 


COLLEGE: WESTERN MICHIGAN 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 66” WEIGHT: 330 

STRONG POINTS: A mauling blocker from a non-Power 5 
school, Okorafor is one of the most impressive physical speci- 
mens in this year’s class. He started at right tackle as a sopho- 
more and junior before moving over to the left side as a senior. 
‘An exceptionally good mover for his size, he has especially long 
arms and the heavy hands to manhandle pass rushers. He's a 
dominant road grader, able to drive defenders back at the point 
of attack and get out and land blocks at the second level. He’s an 
aggressive finisher. 

WEAK POINTS: He’s raw as a technician (the Nigerian-born 
Okorafor and his family emigrated from Botswana in 2010), 
and he was able to dominate with raw physical tools against 
MAC defenders. He'll have to get more precise with his hand 
usage. Although he moves well for his size, left tackle might be a 
stretch for him. 


SUMMARY: He might need a developmental year, but Okora~ 
for's blend of size and athleticism doesn't come along very often. 
He's most likely a right tackle or guard who probably fits best in 
a system that goes heavy on inside~zone runs. He has high-end 

potential as one of this draft’s high-risk/high-reward picks. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 


Chukwuma Okorafor 
ihren tien sn niaphbht ta uals 


e Tackles. 4 \ 


— 


COLLEGE: OREGON 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 65" WEIGHT: 320. 


STRONG POINTS: An aggressive, mauling road grader, 
Crosby is violent at the point of attack. He has the lower body 
strength to drive defenders back, and he also has the strong 
hands and powerful upper body to manhandle opponents. His 
pass protection has improved, and he’ll get himself in position to 
square up and wall off pass rushers. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not an elite athlete, which is abundantly 
clear when he is moving back as a pass protector, as his lower 
body and upper body are too often not in sync. He'll typically 
play too high, stop moving his feet and frequently let defenders 
get into his body rather than extending his arms to ward them 
off. He’s going to have major issues in pass protection early 

in his career. He missed most of his junior season with a foot 
injury. 

SUMMARY: Crosby is a right tackle 
prospect who probably has some 
upside left as a pass protector, but 
ultimately he might not be able 
to survive on an island and will 
have to kick inside. He'll enter 
the league as a developmental 
prospect who will appeal to 
teams that use power running 
games. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 


Brandon 


COLLEGE: NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'7" WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The best player on an undefeated FCS 
team, Parker dominated at that level of play. He has prototypical 
size for the position, and he thrives in pass protection. Along 
with especially long arms, he’s a nimble mover with natural 
balance when kick-sliding and setting, He has the heavy hands 
to stand up pass rushers, and also the quickness and body control 
to mirror on counter-moves. He’s a good enough athlete to get 
out in space and land blocks. 

WEAK POINTS: He was less than a mauler in the run game 

at the FCS level, and he needs to do a better job of firing low 
and playing with leverage at the point of attack. As a technician, 
he often sets too high, which will make him susceptible to bull 
rushes in the pros. He needs to be more precise with his hand 
use — that, combined with the jump in level of competition, will 
lead to a steep learning curve in the NFL. 

SUMMARY: He's likely going to need a redshirt year, but it’s 
undeniable that Parker has an NFL skill set with the length/ath- 
leticism combination to develop into a starting left tackle. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Jamarco Jones 


Jamarco 


JONES 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’5” WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: With a well-proportioned body and long 
arms, Jones looks the part of an NFL tackle. He combines good 
movement skills with violent hands as a pass protector, capable 
of winning early in the down. He also shows good vision and 
awareness when it comes to reacting to twists and stunts up 
front. In the run game, he shows good power at the point of 
attack. He also plays with a mean streak, finishing blocks and 
continuing until the echo of the whistle. 


WEAK POINTS: Better in a phone booth than he is in space, 
Jones has limitations as an athlete, especially the farther he has 
to range as a run blocker. As a pass protector, he often sets too 
high. While his natural power and ability to anchor allowed him 
to get away with that habit in college, he'll have issues against 
NEL speed-to-power guys. 

SUMMARY: Jones, who started his final 27 games at left tackle, 
comes with a high floor, the kind of guy with the size, strength 
and enough athleticism to stick around in the league for a while. 
But his ceiling is probably as a fringe starter on the next level, 
and Jones’ long-term role is more likely swing tackle. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Desmond 


11 HARRISON 


COLLEGE: WEST GEORGIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’6” WEIGHT: 295 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The well-traveled 
Harrison began his career in junior 
college, had a stop at Texas — where 
he failed to contribute — and then 
ultimately found stardom at Division 
TI West Georgia. He has NFL-cal- 
iber athleticism, a knee bender with 
the light feet and long arms to play 

on the outside. He plays with a mean 
streak, dominating overmatched opponents 

and consistently taking them to the ground. He's also nimble 
enough on his feet to develop as a pass protector. 


WEAK POINTS: Harrison was suspended for the entire 

2014 season for repeated violations of team rules before being 
dismissed from the program at Texas, He reportedly struggled to 
learn the offense, and he has been battling a knee injury this off 
season. On the field, he’s sloppy with his technique, something 
he got away with at the Division II level. He regularly comes off 
the line too high, sacrificing leverage and power. 


SUMMARY: Interested teams will have to dig deep to figure out 
whether Harrison has matured, and he needs a more disciplined 
approach before he can deal with NFL athletes. But the power, 
athleticism and starter upside are there. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Timon 


COLLEGE: STONY BROOK 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 320 


STRONG POINTS: A dominant left tackle at the FCS level, 
Parris has a wide base and shows coordinated movements as a 
pass protector while playing both sides of the line. He possess- 
es a lot of natural power and the ability to win in the phone 
booth, which could ultimately be huge assets once he cleans up 
his technique under NFL coaching. When he moves out to the 
second level, he does so with good balance, rarely missing his 
target. 

WEAK POINTS: It will be a big leap in the level of competi- 
tion, and Parris got by on his physical gifts more than anything 
against FCS opponents. He's much better moving forward than 
retreating as a pass protector, and Parris might lack the nimble 
feet to mirror against NFL pass rushers. He’s also working his 
way back from a broken leg that cost him half of his senior year, 
so medicals will be key. 

SUMMARY: His future might be at right tackle, or perhaps 
inside at guard, and he'll appeal to run-heavy offenses more than 
pass-happy ones. But he has the requisite strength and athleti- 
cism of a developmental prospect with starter upside. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th round 


COLLEGE: HUMBOLDT STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'7" WEIGHT: 313 

STRONG POINTS: Cappa has the size and movement skills to 
make it in the NFL. He's tall with broad shoulders and a tapered 
build, and he has the long arms to keep defenders out of his 
pads. He also has the nimble feet and all-around athleticism to 
survive on an island. He plays with a mean streak. 

WEAK POINTS: He will be susceptible to speed-to-power 
rushers, as he displays poor balance when moving backward. 
Level of competition is obviously a concern 

SUMMARY: An intriguing developmental prospect who is 
probably two years away from competing for a starting job. Pass 
protecting on an island will likely always be an issue. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th round 


Joseph 


NOTEBOOM 


COLLEGE: TCU 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 320 

STRONG POINTS: A durable, big-bodied tackle who shows 
good initial quickness at the snap. He has the overall strength 
and powerful lower body to win in the phone booth, and he 
flashes a nasty disposition in the run game. 

WEAK POINTS: Notcboom struggles to handle speed around 
the edge, and he is especially susceptible to speed-to-power 
rushers who can take advantage of the poor leverage with which 
he plays on the move. He struggles in space as a run blocker. 
SUMMARY: He's going to have to kick inside or at least move 
to right tackle. While he holds some appeal for power-blocking, 
run-heavy teams, his future is most likely as a career backup. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 


15 RIGHARDSON 


COLLEGE: NC STATE 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 320 

STRONG POINTS: A wide-bodied right tackle prospect who 
can be dominant in a phone booth, he fires off the line and has 
the powerful legs and heavy hands to generate push at the point 
of attack. As a pass protector, he plays with a wide base. 
WEAK POINTS: Has a lot of work to do before he can handle 
edge rushers in the NFL. Richardson is sloppy with his hand- 
work; he too often throws glancing blows with his initial punch. 
SUMMARY: Richardson has some raw tools to work with, and 
he might ultimately be ticketed for a spot inside. But there is 
starter potential if he gets coached up, especially for a team that 
wants to go run-heavy. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 


Offensive Tackles. (Cs 
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Aaron 


16 STINNIE 


COLLEGE: JAMES MADISON 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 300 

STRONG POINTS: An aggressive, road-grading tackle who 
plays with a mean streak. He thrives in the phone booth, where 
he can re-establish the line of scrimmage, but he also shows the 
swiftness and athleticism to do damage on the second level. 
WEAK POINTS: He's raw, with only three seasons on the 
offensive line. Better moving forward and attacking than he is 
kick-sliding as a pass protector. Because he sets too high and too 
far back on his heels, he'll face a difficult transition to the NFL. 
SUMMARY: Like pretty much any FCS prospect, Stinnie is 
going to need some time, but he'll need more time than most. 
Physical, run-heavy offenses will like what they see. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


17 Cole 


COLLEGE: WASHINGTON STATE 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 315 

STRONG POINTS: A wide-bodied and technically sound 
right tackle. He uses his length well and plays with a wide base, 
allowing him to hold on against the bull rush. He’s solid as a run 
blocker, with an ability to finish on the second level. 

WEAK POINTS: Although he's rarely out of position, Madison 
tends to fall back on his heels after he kick-slides, sacrificing 
balance and power. He’s going to have issues protecting on an 
island at the next level, Not overwhelming in the run game. 
SUMMARY: He has no glaring weaknesses, but Madison is a 
middling athlete whose game probably won't translate particu- 
larly well to the next level. He’s a likely backup. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Zacha 
CRAB 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 66" WEIGHT: 315 

STRONG POINTS: A right tackle at Oklahoma State, Crab- 
tree has good size and is a quality athlete. He fires off the line 
low and can generate push at the point of attack, and he’s a nim- 
ble mover who works well moving to the second level. He shows 
the quickness and strong hands to seal off running lanes. 
WEAK POINTS: Pass protection is not a strength. Crabtree 
doesn't play with great balance when retreating backward, often 
setting too high and struggling to anchor. He's going to have 
issues against speed-to-power rushers in the NFL. 
SUMMARY: A move inside might be in order. He'll appeal to 
run-heavy teams and likely will top out as a backup. 


FINAL GRADE: 7th round 
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G, Off 


Vv) Scout Checklist 


V INITIAL QUICKNESS Quickness on start © 
Movement off the ball to gain an advantage 


V KNEE BEND Natural or forced * Ability to 
bend and play football in a leverage position 


V EXPLOSION Knee bender, not a waist bender 
* Leg drive ® Rolls hips * Strength © Ability to 
stun defender ¢ Fire, fit and follow through 


V USE OF HANDS Placement ¢ Punch, stab 
quickness * 6-inch punch * Controls defender 


UV BODY CONTROL/RECOVERY Can he redirect 
and shift weight quickly to defeat opponent? 
* Quick pivot and turn ¢ Ability to regain body 
control and balance 


V PASS PROTECTION Ability to quick set with 
body quickness * Change of direction and 
redirect with natural body control « Does he 
demonstrate attitude and aggression to engage 
initial contact with base, balance and knee 
bend? © Can he stay square with ability to 
mirror rusher? ® Quick react-and-recover to blitz 
pickup * Easy, light feet 


V BLOCK DOWNFIELD Ability to adjust and 
sustain in space ¢ Effort and desire to make the 
second block 


V PULL/TRAP Initial movement * Adjust on the 
run * Depth and approach * Body control * Kick 
out or log block * Follow through and finish 


V REACH AND SEAL Suddenness to gain an 
advantage ® Quickness to cut off and pin 
defender 


V FINISH/SUSTAIN Base ¢ Balance « Feet ¢ 
Ability to retain body control and go to the 
whistle 


V ANCHOR Does he have the size, strength, 
balance, base, punch and ability to drop his 
weight? Solid lower bold « Flexibility and 
power 


V LATERAL RANGE Initial quick set and lateral 
feet to slide/adjust to block speed rusher 


UV ARM LENGTH Prefer over 33" ¢ Hand size 
over 10" 


V FBI Football Intelligence 


V COLLEGE BLOCKING SCHEME Zone or man 


Quenton Nelson 


| Quenton 
NELSON 


COLLEGE: NOTRE DAME 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 330 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The most dominant offensive lineman in 
college football last season, Nelson is one of the best interior 
linemen to come into the NFL in years. He explodes off the line 
of scrimmage and overwhelms defenders in a phone booth, with 
the exceedingly strong hands to manhandle defenders, Equally 
effective moving to the second level, he is a balanced and coor- 
dinated athlete who hits his targets, locks on and drives them 
into the ground. He's a mover who can pull as an outstanding 
lead blocker. As a pass protector, he has the light feet to mirror 
against quickness and the heavy anchor to stonewall power 
rushers. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s a better run blocker than he is in pass 
protection, but he’s excellent at both. Perhaps players with 
NEL-caliber power or quickness will be able to find a weakness 
in his game that has yet to be exposed. 


SUMMARY: Nelsor 


cd 


the best overall prospect in this draft 

s. His floor and ceiling are both exceptionally high. He is 
scheme-diverse and has the potential to be an All-Pro player the 
minute he steps onto an NFL field, 


FINAL GRADE: Ist round 


\ Isaiah Wynn 


Offensive Guards.” \, 


Isaiah 


WYNN 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 
CLASS: Sr, HEIGHT: 6’2" WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: He moved to left tackle at Georgia, but he 
projects as a guard at the next level. That's primarily due to his 
size, and not because of his movement skills and strength, which 
are outstanding. Quick at the snap, he is a knee bender with 

the natural athleticism to effectively pull and land his blocks 

on the second level. He's good in the phone booth as well, with 
the heavy hands and upper-body power to overwhelm defen 
sive linemen at the point of attack. He is precise with his hand 
placement and has a powerful initial punch, allowing him to win 
early in the down. 


WEAK POINTS: He can move as a pass protector, but it 
remains to be seen how much of an issue the lack of length be- 
comes at the next level. He's also going to have to prove he can 
anchor against the type of massive defensive tackles he didn't see 
on a week-to-week basis in college. 

SUMMARY: Although the lack of length will make some 
evaluators nervous, Wynn's athleticism and pure power once he 
locks on could make him a star at left guard. He likely fits best 
in a system that goes heavy on outside-zone runs. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 


Will 
HERNANDEZ 


COLLEGE: UTEP 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 62" WEIGHT: 340 


STRONG POINTS: A wide-bodied mauler, Hernandez 
better mover than his body type would seem to suggest. He's 
quick and coordinated, with suddenness off the snap and the 
ability to fire low and move the line of scrimmage, He'll adjust 
and land blocks on moving targets at the second level, and he 
plays with a mean streak, He has strong hands and a power- 

ful upper body, and he'll lock on and drive defenders into the 
ground when he has the chance. He was the lone bright spot on 
a UTEP team that did not win a game in 2017. 

WEAK POINTS: Countering speed and quickness in pass 
protection is going to be his biggest weakness. Hernandez gets 
sloppy with his technique when retreating as a pass protector 
— he’s much more comfortable quick-setting and winning with 
his heavy hands early in the down, His less-than-ideal length 
further limits his ability to hold off pass rushers. 


SUMMARY: Hernandez is going to 
appeal to run-heavy teams where he can 
be the aggressor, and he does have the 
movement skills to fit in an out- 


isa 


side-zone scheme. He would be most 
at home in an inside-running, pow- 
er-heavy approach, where he could be 
a quality starter at either guard spot. 
FINAL GRADE: 2nd round 
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Braden Smith 


Braden 


SMITH 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: A freak athlete with some of this draft’s 
most impressive measurables, Smith combines excellent size 
with explosive movement skills. He can lock on and dominate as 
arun blocker, with the ability to get around and pave the way as 
a pulling guard. He was durable at Auburn, starting 41 consecu- 
tive games to finish his collegiate career. 


WEAK POINTS: Smith was never as dominant as his phys- 
ical traits would suggest; he often gets too upright and loses 
leverage when moving backward in pass protection. Some of 

his deficiencies in pass protection were covered up by Auburn's 
quick-strike passing attack. He has the build of an offensive 
tackle, but Auburn chose to keep him inside after trying him at 
right tackle last year. There’s a good chance he'll struggle at times 
with NFL-caliber quickness in the passing game. 

SUMMARY: Smith is a pretty safe choice to become at least a 
serviceable starter, as he has the physical tools and ability in the 
run game. A team that utilizes a lot of inside-zone and power 
concepts could plug him in as a starting right guard immediately. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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Scott 
QUESSENBERRY 


COLLEGE: UCLA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 305, 


STRONG POINTS: Quessenberry was the starting center for 
every game of his senior season but also played guard during his 
time at UCLA. While he offers that flexibility at the next level 
as well, his best position is probably right guard. With excellent 
hands, a strong core and the ability to anchor, he possesses the 
ability to latch on to interior defensive linemen before shooting 
his heavy hands inside to control them. He shows very good 
awareness when having to pick up stunts and twists. 


WEAK POINTS: Quessenberry plays a bit too stiff, frequently 
getting back on his heels after a kick-slide. Not nimble enough 
to consistently mirror against NFL quickness, he is better in 
the phone booth than in space. He'll struggle ranging out and 
landing blocks as a pulling guard. 


SUMMARY: He fits best in a scheme that runs a lot of inside 
zone and power, and Quessenberry has starter potential at right 
guard. He’s tough and cerebral, and he should at least settle in as 
a backup who can fill in at any of the 
three interior spots, allowing him 
to carve out a long career in 
the NFL. 
FINAL GRADE: 
3rd/4th round 


Sam 


JONES 


COLLEGE; ARIZONA STATE 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 295 


STRONG POINTS: Jones had a breakout season in his first full 
year as a starter, and he enters the NFL with plenty of upside. 
He's a flexible, nimble athlete on the interior, showing good 
enough technique to anchor and hold up as a pass protector 
inside. He shows good awareness when it comes to stunts, twists 
and blitzes, reading and reacting quickly on the fly. An asset in 
the run game as well, he can get out into space and clear out 
moving targets, and he's effective any time he can get out to the 
second level and work on linebackers. 

WEAK POINTS: He's on the small side, and the question is 
whether Jones can hold up at the point of attack against NFL 
defensive linemen. His hand use and leverage are already very 
good, and he often topped out at stalemating big defenders at 
the college level. 

SUMMARY: Jones will appeal primarily to teams that run a lot 
of outside-zone blocking, and he certainly has the chance to be a 
starter in a year if he proves he can handle the power he will see 
every week in the NFL. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/5th round 


Smith: Paul Al 


K 
McDERMOTT 


COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 300 

STRONG POINTS: McDermott played tackle and guard for 
the Canes, and he offers good size with a nasty demeanor on 
the inside. He has heavy hands and uses them with precision, 
with a stiff punch that can stand up smaller pass rushers, He also 
has the strong grip to lock on and control defenders in a phone 
booth, In the run game, he works well off combo blocks and 
shows good body control when moving to the second level. 
WEAK POINTS: McDermott is not an elite athlete, and he 
will have issues if asked to mirror quickness; the more he has to 
move, the more trouble he'll get into. He’s not effective in space, 
lacking the foot speed to get out in front on screens and do any 
significant damage downfield. 


SUMMARY: He might not be a high-end starter, but Mc~ 
Dermott has a high floor as a heady, reliable blocker with the 
toughness to hold his own on the interior. His ability to slide to 
tackle in a pinch should at least make him a solid reserve who 
can provide valuable depth. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Edsaiies 


COLLEGE: IDAHO STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 325 


STRONG POINTS: A four-year starter for Idaho State on the 
FCS level, Phillips gained experience at tackle and center in 
addition to guard because of injuries forcing the Bengals to con- 
stantly shuffle their line. He is a massive blocker, with the long 
arms and strong hands to keep defenders out of his frame and 
steer them away. He shows good initial quickness and is a good 
mover for someone his size, with nimble feet and the ability to 
hit his target on the second level. 


WEAK POINTS: Phillips could have problems with quickness 
in the NFL, He’s making the jump from the FCS level, and he 
will have to get used not only 
to a much higher grade of 
athlete but also to defensive 
schemes that are far more so- 
phisticated. He was not a guy 
who reacted quickly to blitzes 
in college. Medicals are also a 
concern after he missed time 
in 2015 and "16 with various 
injuries. 

SUMMARY: He’s versatile 
and he’s massive, and that will 
be enough for Phillips to get 
his foot in the door. He has 
NEL starter traits, but he will 
need to be coached up as he 
transitions from the FCS. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th round 


pense canis 


wis, 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: Teller is a 
strong, grinding interior lineman. 
He’s tough in a phone booth, 
showing good initial quickness 
at the snap and the ability to 
generate push at the point of 
attack. He did increasingly 
solid work when asked to pull, 
showing the nimble feet and 
body control to locate and hit 
his target. Overall, he plays with a 
nasty disposition and finishes aggres- 

sively. 

WEAK POINTS: A converted defensive lineman — he was 
recruited to Virginia Tech as an end —Teller is still finding 

his way on the offensive line. Pass protection is an issue, as he 
has always been more comfortable going forward than moving 
backward. His balance is often poor after his kick-slide, as he 
tends to immediately lunge, leaving him susceptible to quickness. 
He too often fails to move with coordination between his lower 
body and upper body. 


SUMMARY: Run-heavy teams could see him as a potential 
starter — he'll be a favorite of position coaches due to his nasti- 
ness and motor — but Teller’s problems in pass protection will 
be tough to overlook. He'll enter the league as a reserve, with the 
upside to be coached up into a starter. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


Austin 


CORBETT 


COLLEGE: NEVADA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3" WEIGHT: 305 


STRONG POINTS: A collegiate left tackle whose lack of 
length will almost certainly force a move inside, Corbett is a 
sound, heady technician who offers good movement skills. He 
comes off the snap well and is consistently in position as a wall- 
off pass protector. In the run game, he’s a coordinated athlete 
with good balance and the mobility to get to the second level. 
He’s also good at recognizing and quickly reacting to late blitzes. 
WEAK POINTS: He's a middling athlete who doesn't offer any 
overwhelming physical attributes. He’s not particularly long- 
armed, and he doesnt play with the kind of overwhelming power 
to re-establish the line of scrimmage. He'll struggle in a phone 
booth against NFL power, and he’s also not elite working on the 
move. 

SUMMARY: The transition to guard or possibly center will be 
interesting, as Corbett offers enough size, just enough athlet- 
icism and the awareness to survive in the NFL. He should be 
able to stick around as a backup, with a chance at developing 
into a starter at left guard or center, 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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Quickness on start ¢ 
Movement off the ball to gain an advantage 


Natural or forced? » Can bend 
and play in leverage position 


Knee bender, not a waist bender * 
Leg drive ® Rolls hips ¢ Strength * Ability to 
stun defender e Fire, fit and follow through 


: Placement ® Punch ® Stab * 
Quickness * 6-inch punch ¢ Controls defender 


Can he redirect 
and shift weight quickly to defeat opponent? © 
Quick pivot and turn * Ability to regain body 
control and balance 


The ability to quick set 
with body quickness ¢ Change of direction and 
redirect with natural body control « Attitude and 
aggression to engage initial contact ¢ Can he 
stay square with ability to mirror rusher? ¢ 
Quickly reacts and recovers to blitz pickup * 
Easy, light feet 


Ability to quickly position 
defender with base leverage to run feet on 
contact * Functional play strength 


Ability to adjust and 
sustain in space ¢ Effort and desire to make the 
second block 


Initial movement * Adjust on the 
run ¢ Depth and approach ® Body control ¢ Kick 
out or log block © Finish 


Suddenness to gain an 
advantage * Quickness to cut off and pin the 
defender 


Base * Balance * Feet « 
Retains body control, goes to the whistle 


Size, strength, balance, base, punch 
and ability to drop his weight 


Initial quick set, lateral feet 
slide to block speed rusher 


What are his snap 
times? 


Prefer over 33", hand size over 
10" 


Football intelligence 


Zone or man 
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BRI 
COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: Price was an absolute rock in the middle 
of Ohio State’s offensive line, a four-year starter (and two-time 
first-team All-American) who lined up at guard and center. 
He'll likely play the pivot in the NFL, and he was dominant 
there as a senior. He has the savvy and the raw power to com- 
mand an offensive line. Along with the high football 1Q to call 
protections, Price combines the strong arms and vice grip with 
core strength and flexibility to manhandle defensive linemen. He 
plays with the wide base and firm anchor to stonewall defenders 
as a pass protector. A nimble mover, he’s a snap-and-step guy 
who has the quickness and flexibility to get out on reach blocks 
and seal off defenders. He shows a tremendous understanding 

of angles, and he plays with the toughness and mean streak to 
thrive in the run game. He was a two-time captain at Ohio State 
and showed exceptional durability, starting all 55 games of the 
past four seasons. 


WEAK POINTS: A good-not-great athlete, Price lacks range 
in the run game. When moving out in the screen game, he'll 
too frequently end up lunging if he’s had to venture too far 
downfield. His athleticism will be tested against NFL-caliber 
quickness inside as a pass protector. 


SUMMARY: As a prospect, he’s right up there with former 
Ohio State greats like LeCharles Bentley and Nick Mangold, 
and he’s a superior prospect to recent Buckeye pivots Corey 
Linsley and Pat Elflein, both of whom are currently quality 
starters in the league. Price can step in to just about any scheme 
as a Day 1 starter, and there’s a good chance that there are Pro 
Bowls in his future. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


James 


DANIELS 


COLLEGE: IOWA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 295 


STRONG POINTS: A nimble, athletic pivot, Daniels might be 
the best reach blocker to come out at this position since Travis 
Frederick (2013). He's exceptionally quick, a snap-and-step cen- 
ter with a strong, flexible core. He has the grip and upper-body 
strength to lock on to bigger linemen before re-positioning 
himself to seal the defender. His hand placement is excellent, 
consistently shooting inside and latching on. When he moves to 
the second level, Daniels shows the quickness and overall athlet- 
icism to recalibrate and hit smaller moving targets. He has good 
foot speed and can get downfield in the screen game, where he’s 
adept at landing blocks, In pass protection, he’s able to mirror 
against quickness and plays with a wide base and good leverage, 
allowing him to play bigger than his listed size. Developed by 
one of the country’s best programs for offensive linemen, he’s 
heady enough to make protection calls, and he reacts quickly to 
stunts and twists up front. He also might have some room left 
to develop if his age is any indication; Daniels, who was a true 
junior in 2017, will still be only 20 when the upcoming NFL 
season begins. 


WEAK POINTS: Because his size is a little less than ideal, he 
may ultimately struggle to handle some of the NFL’ bigger nose 
tackles. Although he appears to have room on his frame to add 
more weight, teams may not want to compromise his athleticism 
and range. 

SUMMARY: He and Price are 1 and 1A in this year’s draft 
class, and Daniels might appeal more to teams that use a lot of 
outside zone runs. He should be a quality Day 1 starter with a 
chance to develop into one of the NFL’ best centers. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


James Daniels 


a) 
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Frank 
RAGNOW 


COLLEGE: ARKANSAS 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 310 

STRONG POINTS: A snap-and-step pivot with initial quick- 
ness and flexibility, Ragnow is very good on reach blocks. He’s 
at his best working in a phone booth, where he has the strong 
grip and core to control defenders. He anchors well in pass 
protection as well, playing with a wide base and rarely getting 
caught off-balance. He’s a heady center who started at the pivot 
each of the last two seasons, aware against stunts and blitzes and 
capable of handling protection calls. He also has experience at 
right guard. 

WEAK POINTS: Ragnow, listed at 6'5", is a bit tall for a center 
and sometimes gets too high, giving up leverage and losing 
power. He shows limited range when getting out in the screen 
game and too often struggles to land solid contact on linebackers 
at the second level. Medicals are a potential issue as well, as he 
missed half of his senior year while dealing with a high ankle 
sprain. 

SUMMARY: He doesn't have the upside of the top two centers 
in this year’s draft — Billy Price and James Daniels — but Rag- 
now is a high-floor prospect who can fit just about any scheme 
and settle in as a quality starter. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Mason 


COLE 


COLLEGE: MICHIGAN 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 295, 


STRONG POINTS: A heady technician with good movement 
skills, Cole lined up all over the offensive line during his time at 
Michigan (started at left tackle as a freshman, sophomore and 
senior; started at center as a junior). He does impressive work 
on the move, understanding angles well and consistently getting 
himself squared up and in position to seal bigger defenders. 

He consistently wins when fighting in a phone booth, showing 
strong hands and a strong core. Very aware when it comes to 
picking up blitzes and stunts, he would be capable of calling out 
protections. 

WEAK POINTS: The 6'4", 295-pound Cole is on the small 
side; he has the toughness and technique to play bigger, but he’s 
going to struggle against some of the NFL's mammoth nose 
tackles. And while he’s also a coordinated athlete who can move, 
he doesn't have exceptional range. He's limited in what a team 
can ask him to do. 

SUMMARY: Teams will appreciate Cole’s savvy and versatility, 
though he will mostly appeal to squads that utilize an out- 
side~zone blocking scheme. He has starter potential, though his 
ceiling isn't nearly as high as the guys at the top of this position 
group. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th round 
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Frank Ragnow 


Will 
CLAPP 


COLLEGE: LSU 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: A three-year starter who moved from 
guard to center last season, Clapp brings a lot of size and power 
to the middle of the line. He’s a mauler who's at his best fighting 
in the phone booth, with the ability to re-establish the line of 
scrimmage with a powerful lower body and the strong hands 
and vice grip to steer defenders. He is aggressive when moving 
off a block to the second level, a nasty finisher who can drive a 
linebacker out of a play. 


WEAK POINTS: Better going forward than backward, Clapp 
lacks the nimble feet needed to stay in front of quickness in pass 
protection. Still a work in progress at center, he needs to be more 
precise with hand placement when reach blocking. Medicals are 
a.concern as well; he dealt with a nagging shoulder injury in the 
past, and he needed hip surgery in 2016. 

SUMMARY: Clapp has the size, strength and toughness to be a 
future starter, either at center or at right guard. And he could be 
a quality starter if'a position coach can get his technique cleaned 
up. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th round 


Sports; Allen: Joe Robbins 
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COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 65" WEIGHT: 320 


STRONG POINTS: A two-year starter for the nation’s premier 
program, Bozeman is an oversized pivot with the ability to dom- 
inate in a phone booth. His raw strength and wide base allow 
him to re-set the line of scrimmage, and he repeatedly generates 
push against even the biggest nose tackles. In the run game, he 
understands angles and effectively seals his man. He’s a heady 
player capable of making protection calls at the line. 

WEAK POINTS: A straight-line plodder, Bozeman has limited 
movement skills, Alabama used him in the same way he'll have 
to be used in the NFL, as the Crimson Tide rarely designed 
anything that had him pull or get out into space. 


SUMMARY: He's limited in terms of scheme, as Bozeman 
will appeal only to teams that do a lot of inside running and 
use some power concepts that don't involve him having to do 

a whole lot. He can win at the point of attack and do some 
second-level work, though, and that could be enough for him to 
work his way in as a fringe starter. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


ALLEN 


COLLEGE: MICHIGAN STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: Allen saw snaps at all three interior line 
spots for the Spartans, playing the pivot full time as a senior. He 
was a rock in the middle of the line, a heady, gritty center who 
plays bigger than his size. He uses his hands well and consis~ 
tently plays with leverage when battling as a pass protector. His 
wide base allows him to hold up against nose tackles, and he 
has enough core strength and quickness to get around on reach 
blocks. He shows a good understanding of angles when moving 
to the second level. 

WEAK POINTS: Allen is limited physically, on the small side 
and not particularly athletic. He'll have trouble holding up 
against the quickness of NFL interior rushers, as he has neither 
the length nor range to beat them to a spot and get proper posi- 
tion, He's underpowered and gets his push at the point of attack 
through leverage and angles, something that wor't always work 
against the next level of athlete. 

SUMMARY: A four-year starter at Michigan State, Allen over- 
achieved in college. But it’s tough to envision him as anything 
more than a reserve in the NFL. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


COLLEGE: TCU 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 63” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: A weight-room warrior who plays with 
power, Morris played both guard and center. He has the raw 
strength to win in the phone booth, with the lower-body power 
to generate push when locked on to a defender. As a center, he 
shows decent snap-and-step quickness, which should improve 
with more reps. 

WEAK POINTS: Morris too often has his power negated by 
poor technique, playing too high and with imprecise hand place- 
ment. Defenders can get into his body and force him back. Stiff 
and inflexible as a mover, he will struggle with quickness at the 
next level. He also won't land many blocks on the second level 
against NFL-caliber linebackers, and he’s not especially good 
moving out into space in the screen game. Medicals will warrant 
a check, as he missed a chunk of last season with an undisclosed 
injury. 

SUMMARY: Morris didn’t get a lot of reps at center, so im- 
provements to his technique and improved understanding of 
angles could unleash some upside. But, most likely, he has too 
many limitations to be anything more than roster depth. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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DE, Defensive Ends | 
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my 
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V INSTINCTS Feels pressure and reacts on the move * Diagnoses play after controlling 
opponent * Quick reactions 


V KEY AND DIAGNOSE Reads and reacts to keys * Right place at the right time 


UV EXPLOSIVE/LEVERAGE Low and sudden movement when delivering a blow ® Ability to 
unlock hips with force 


V LATERAL MOVEMENT/ATHLETIC ABILITY Can he bend and turn the corner? * Downline 
pursuit ¢ Quickness in stunts and slant moves * Hand use 


V TACKLING Is he explosive, a hard hitter? * Can he stop ball carrier without losing ground? 
* Better in closed area 


UV WARD OFF/SHED/SEPARATION Use of hands and strength to separate ¢ Pull and jerk 
UV AGGRESSIVENESS Face-up wrap tackler * Intense and relentless 
UV BURST/ACCELERATION Amount of time it takes to get to top speed 


V INITIAL QUICKNESS Initial suddenness to get penetration and gain an advantage upfield 
© Type of stance * Movement off ball 


V HOLD THE POINT/PLAY STRENGTH Neutralize block * Has power to hold ground and 
stack 


V PURSUIT/PLAY SPEED Movement to ball from snap to completion of play * 
Effort * Angle * Long and short quickness * Gets through traffic ¢ Urgency, intensity and 
closing speed 


W PASS-RUSH ABILITY Stance and takeoff * Quickness ¢ Strength ¢ Effort * Tenacious ¢ 
ive | Excels at stunts * Vertical push outside speed * Deflects blocker * Leverage * Acceleration 
off of blocks * Ability to adjust and burst on the OB ¢ Discipline to stay in rush lane * Motor 


BA V POWER RUSH Bull rush « Press the pocket Leverage player 


V DOUBLE TEAM Reaction * Strength, technique to hold ground * Does he have two-gap 
ability? © Is he a one-gap movement guy? 


UV TRAP Quick recognition to close down hole ¢ Spill technique * Takes on with outside 
shoulder to flatten 


WU SPEED RUSH Can he turn speed to power? © Use of feet and hands 
UV ARM LENGTH Prefer over 33", hand size 10" or better 


WV VERSATILITY 4-3 end, 3-4 end, 4-3 tackle, nose tackle 


Bradle 


CHUB 


COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 275 


STRONG POINTS: Chubb emerged as college football’s best 
edge player last season, a savvy pass rusher with traits that will 
translate to the next level. He’s a technician with a variety of 
moves, the best of which is a powerful bull rush, But he also 
shows very good hand use and can beat blockers with a variety 
swipe and rip moves. As an athlete, he’s explosive and flexible, 
ally for a bigger edge rusher. He has the size and power to 
win at the point of attack, and he shows good get-off at the snap 
with the speed and flexibility to dip around the edge. He’s even 
better countering inside, exploding through gaps, and is nearl 
unstoppable on twists. His motor pushes him over the top. H 
more than capable of setting the edge in the run game, over- 
whelming tight ends with heavy hands. He locates the ball well 
and does not get fooled by misdirection, and he'll give plenty of 
effort chasing down the ball in pursuit. He's also a uid enough 
athlete that he wouldn't have an issue transitioning to outside 
linebacker in a 3-4 scheme. 


WEAK POINTS: He won't be confused with Myles Garrett 
from a physical standpoint, Chubb is a good all-around athlete, 
but not the kind of explosive mover who can dominate purely on 
physical gifts. 

SUMMARY: Chubb is arguably the best defensive prospect in 
this draft class, even if he doesn't bring the overwhelming athletic 
gifts you usually find in an edge rusher who goes in the top five. 
His high-effort style of play, advanced technique and value as an 
edge setter mitigate any risk. He has All-Pro upside and will like- 
ly fall into the categories of good athlete and great football player. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 


Marcus 


DAVENPORT 


COLLEGE: TEXAS-SAN ANTONIO 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'6” WEIGHT: 260 


STRONG POINTS: 
pl 


{e's far from a household name after 

ing at a non-Power 5 school, but from a physical and athletic 
dpoint, Davenport is the most impressive prospect among 
this year’s edge rushers. He's an explosive mover, with a rare 
blend of size — broad-shouldered and long-limbed — and 
flexibility. He can dip around the edge, and he flashes the closing 
speed to rack up sacks. His first-step quickness is often good 
enough to win almost immediately. As a run defender, he has 
the wide base and plays with the leverage and pure power to get 
it done setting the edge. He's also relentless in pursuit, with the 
speed to chase down plays from the backside. Overall, his motor 
is outstanding. He mostly played standing up at UTSA and is 
athletic enough to hold his own if asked to drop into coverage as 
43-4 outside linebacker. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s raw at this point, and he wasn't often 
challenged enough by the competition he faced in college. 
Davenport uses his length and strong hands well, but his 
rushes tended to consist of running around or through peop 
that worked in college but won't work in the NFL. How much 
trial and error will it take for him to get ready? He will have to 
get used to playing with his hand in the dirt, at least occasionally, 
after playing standing up for the most part in college. 


SUMMARY: He will have to be coached up and carries signif- 
icant risk because of it, but Davenport's physical gifts make him 
the highest-upside pass rusher in this draft. He could probably 
step in as a pass-rushing specialist as a rookie and expand his role 
over the next two or three years. 


FINAL GRADE: ist round 


Year T TFLYDS OBH INT-YOS _ PBU Year T S_ SACKS-YDS 

2014 1 4 OL 0 f) 216 ii} wh 25-16 1 
2015 Bf 100-45 55-32 a ca 1 m5 n 15-24 4h 4 
2016 BO 5-03 100-56 1 Ww 1 2016 Bn 68 100-29 65-23 8 
2017 U1 0-03 100-66 9 Ba 2 ay 55 170-94 5-57 a 
Career 49203 585-231 B5-156 uh 90 4 Career 6186 70-163 715-107 a 
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t: Jeff Hue 


Arden 
KEY 


COLLEGE: LSU 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'6" WEIGHT: 265 

STRONG POINTS: Key has a blend of length, quickness and 
flexibility, and he can be utterly dominant at times. He explodes 
off the snap and has the ability to dip around the edge, and he 
shows the quick, powerful hands to win as a technician, He also 
has the closing burst to finish plays as a pass rusher. He has the 
tools to be an asset in the run game as well, wiry strong and able 
to anchor, and fast enough to chase in backside pursuit. 

WEAK POINTS: He was wildly inconsistent during his time at 
LSU, and there are question marks surrounding Key’s motor and 
durability. He gained significant weight coming into the 2017 
season and spent the year seemingly working his way back into 
shape. He'll disappear for stretches, especially when defending 
the run, and his lack of bulk could give teams pause when it 
comes to putting him out there to set the edge. 

SUMMARY: Key might be the biggest risk/reward pick in this 
draft — an elite pass rusher when he’s at his best, but his best 
showed up increasingly rarely at LSU. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


Year G TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS_QBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
2015 n 4 65-36 $033 9 O-0 0 


2016 No 86 145-97 110-85 nN 30 0 
2017 8 8 55-26 40-21 8 10 OO 0 
Career 31130 265-199 210-199 Hi) i 00 4 


Rasheem 


COLLEGE: USC 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 275 

STRONG POINTS: Green played outside and inside at USC, 
and he was disruptive from both spots. He’s at his best shooting 
gaps as a pass rusher, exploding off the line of scrimmage and 
using his flexible body and heavy hands to squeeze through 
creases. He also has the wide base and core strength to set the 
edge as a run defender. He’s a relentless worker, a very good 
second-effort pass rusher. 


WEAK POINTS: Green is not quite an edge burner, and he 
will do the bulk of his damage lining up inside as a pass rusher. 
Is he a tweener who can be exploited by double teams on runs 
when he lines up inside? He’s not a great pursuit run defender; 
he'll give effort, but he lacks the speed and stamina to chase 
down plays. 

SUMMARY: He could fit as a penetrating five-technique, or 
Green may be best used in a Michael Bennett-type role, playing 
end on early downs before kicking inside for passing plays. Ei- 
ther way, Green can get into the backfield and has star potential 
if used properly. 

FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS 
2015 4 ii 14 05-3 


2017 a _ 8 125-61 100-48 


Arden Key 


Sam 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’5” WEIGHT: 265 


STRONG POINTS: Hubbard possesses good length and has a 
good get-off, and he also has one of the most polished pass-rush 
repertoires in this draft class. He has unveiled a variety of moves 
and is at his best countering back inside to get to the quarter- 
back. He’s a high-motor pass rusher with good power, and he 
can win with second effort. As a run defender, he’s sturdy setting 
the edge and plays with tremendous effort when pursuing from 
the backside. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not an elite athlete, and he is a bit too 
stiff to consistently bend and dip around the edge. He played 
ina rotation at Ohio State, helping keep him fresh, and he also 
benefited from working a lot of twists and stunts to help him get 
into the backfield. 


SUMMARY: Hubbard is a high-floor player because of his 
motor and polished technique, and he should stick as a capable 
starter as a 4-3 end. The question is whether he'll be able to 
consistently create for himself, or whether he'll be a capable run 
defender who needs some design help to get to the QB. 
FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


TLYDS __SACKS-YDS__QBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
2015 8 28 80-44 65-41 3 1 1 if 
2016 Bb 80-42 35-31 4 00 0 2 
207 BW 135-72 70-49 3 2 O o 


BI Bt 
0 1 
2016 BR 5 65-34 60-33 1 2 00 4 
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Dorance Armstrong Jt, 


Dorance 


ARMSTRONG JR. 


COLLEGE: KANSAS 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: He didn’t put up big numbers last season, 
but Armstrong was working against constant double teams and 
still flashed NFL traits, He played with his hand in the dirt and 
standing up at Kansas, and he showed quickness off the snap 
and the flexibility to dip and bend around the edge. He’s long 
limbed with quick, active hands that he uses well on rip moves. 
He also shows the closing burst to finish off plays. He'll shed 
tight ends when playing the run, and he shows good speed in 
backside pursuit, 

WEAK POINTS: He's undersized and a bit underpowered 
when working his way through the trash as a run defender. In 
the pass rush, Armstrong can have trouble disengaging from 
blockers if his initial move doesn’t work. His game lacks violence 
at times, and there was an overall inconsistency to his play, snap 
to snap, last season. 

SUMMARY: ‘The lack of production is worrisome, but the 
pass-rushing skills are there. He should enter the league as an 
effective passing-down specialist with the potential for more. 
FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR 


TFLYDS 
2015 uv 2B 0-15 35-13 i 0-0 0.0 4 
2016 $6 200-83 10-59 § 41 0 
2017 th 90-28 


INT-YDS _ PBU 


Duk 
7 Bat 


COLLEGE: WAKE FOREST 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 265 
STRONG POINTS: A savvy pass rusher who lined up on the 
edge and occasionally inside, Ejiofor consistently finds his way 
into the backfield. A fluid mover, he has long arms, and his hand 
use is excellent; he consistently wins with his swim move, and 

he has a variety of moves at his disposal, including a tight spin. 
He's sturdy against the run as well, locating the ball as he moves 
upfield and showing the ability to drop anchor and set a sturdy 
edge. He plays with a good motor and flashes the closing burst 
to finish plays. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not a particularly explosive mover; he’s 
less edge burner and more technician. Despite a decent wingspan 
in relation to his height, he’s not particularly long or powerful, 
either. Will it be enough to beat NFL offensive linemen? 
SUMMARY: Seemingly underrated in a thin class of pass rush- 
ers, Ejiofor can get into the backfield and might end up an i 


TFLYDS SACKS-YDS__OBH INT-YOS__PBU 


FF-FR 


2015 
2016 1 60 17,0-113 
2017 Nn & 165-79. 
Career 41133 


Chad 
THOMAS 


COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 65" WEIGHT: 275 


STRONG POINTS: ‘Thomas is a quick, agile mover to go along 
with prototypical size, and he often dominates at the point of 
attack. He plays with a high motor and the stamina to win on 
second effort; he also makes up ground quickly when chasing in 
pursuit. He flashes as a pass rusher, long and flexible enough to 
bend the edge, and quick and agile enough to counter inside, 
WEAK POINTS: He's raw and comes with an alarming lack of 
production at the collegiate level. He doesn't bring a wide variety 
of pass-rush moves, and while he flashes good closing burst, he 
too often fails to finish plays. He struggles to locate the ball in 
the run game, 


SUMMARY: A position coach will want to get his hands on 
him, and Thomas has the physical traits to be molded to fit an 
odd or an even front. He carries risk after an underwhelming, 
collegiate carcer, and his lack of instincts might be tough to 
overcome, but the potential is there for him to become a quality 
starter who can play three downs. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


TFL-YDS _SACKS-YDS FE-FR _INT-YDS _ PBU 
2014 nN 7 10-3 0-0 00 I i 
2015 3 8 15-8 10-8 iD 0 4 


2017 Bal 125-40 55-21 00 0-0 


15-8 
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COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 265 

STRONG POINTS: A sturdy edge player with a good blend 
of size, strength and athleticism, Lewis is at his best setting the 
edge. He’s country strong, with a wide base and powerfal lower 
body, along with long arms and heavy hands. He shows good 
balance and body control, able to power through creases and 
disrupt the backfield. He works well on tackle-end stunts. 
WEAK POINTS: Lewis has never been much of a pass rusher. 
He is sluggish at the snap, he’s not much of an edge burner, and 
he often doesn't seem to have much of a plan in the pass rush. 
He tries to bull rush his way straight to the quarterback. Any 
pressure he generated was usually the result of twists and stunts 
with more talented teammates drawing attention away from 
him, 


SUMMARY: Lewis might fit best as a five-technique who can 
cover two gaps, or as a left defensive end in a 4-3, best suited for 
a rotational role as an early down run stopper. But the lack of 
pass rushing upside limits his appeal. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
TFLYDS __ SACKS-YDS 


OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS _PBU 


Defensive End: 


Kemoko 


11 TURAY 


COLLEGE: RUTGERS 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: A late bloomer who played only two years 
of high school football, Turay is long and an explosive athlete. 
He's a high-effort pass rusher, quick off the snap and able to 
win on second effort. He’s coming along as far as hand use goes, 
and he has the long arms to give offensive tackles fits. He played 
standing up for the most part in college, and he works well in 
space when asked to drop into coverage as a 3-4 OLB. 
WEAK POINTS: Turay’s pass-rush repertoire has room to 
grow, and he’s in need of an inside counter move, particularly 
because he’s a bit stiff and isn't able to bend the edge. He’s on 
the lean side and too often gets stalemated by tight ends as a 
run defender, He needs to do a much better job locating the ball 
when defending the run. 
SUMMARY: His build and athleticism seem to be more appro- 
priate for an NBA Draft prospect, but Turay has the toughness 
to develop into a quality edge player. The raw tools are there to 
become a rotational lineman. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 

TFLYDS —_SACKS-YDS _OBH _FF-FR 
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‘0 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 285 


STRONG POINTS: Hand's measurables are undeniably strong. 
He's a fluid, flexible athlete with elite size for an end — long, 
well proportioned and sturdy throughout his body. He can hold 
up at the point of attack in the run game and shows the ability 
to play two gaps as a run defender. 


WEAK POINTS: A first-time starter as a senior, Hand was a 
huge disappointment. He had a lack of explosive plays through- 
out his career, and he was too often stalemated by inferior 
competition on the offensive line. He doesnt play with ideal 
balance despite his girth, and he too often goes into his pass rush 
without a plan. He struggled through an MCL sprain last year. 
SUMMARY: The physical tools are intriguing, and there's a 
chance that the knee injury is what limited him last year. Could 
his best football be ahead of him? But even as a rotational 
player in the past, Hand’s tape is underwhelming. He could be 
a five-technique with an emphasis on two-gapping, or a team 
might ask him to bulk up and play inside. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Kentavius 


12 STREET 


COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 280 


STRONG POINTS: An impressive physical specimen, Street 
is wide and well proportioned, and he moves better than you'd 
expect for a player with his build. His game is power, though, 
and he has a suddenness to his movement. He has the heavy 
hands and lower body and core strength to beat up blockers in a 
phone booth. He'll discard tight ends, and he plays with a firm 
base and is able to set the edge. He shows a nice closing burst 
when the quarterback is within reach and surprising speed when 
chasing in pursuit. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not really a threat off the edge, as Street 
is a little bit stiff and straight-line as a mover, His lack of length 
limits him in the pass rush. Against the run, he'll too often 
obsess over the fight and fail to locate the ball. 

SUMMARY: He's a bit of a tweener, and Street might ultimate- 
ly become a guy who can rush from the inside on third downs. 
But more likely he’s a rotation end who can beat linemen up and 
set the edge on early downs. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Year G TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS__QBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU Year G TFLYDS FF-FR__INT-YDS _ PBU 
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COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 270 


STRONG POINTS: Holmes was overlooked as part of a 
stacked defensive line rotation at Ohio State, but he’s one of the 
most impressive athletes among thi: lass of edge rushers. 
He has a prototypical build, broad-shouldered and long-limbed, 
flexible and fast when moving in pursuit. 
WEAK POINTS: Holmes’ production was nonexistent in 
college, as he is far more athlete than football player at this 
point. As a pass rusher, he doesn’t have much of a get-off; he 
seems to have no sense of how to beat blockers, showing a lack 
of coordination between his lower and upper body, and often just 
ramming himself into the frame of a blocker. He shows little in 
the way of instincts. As a run defender, he struggles to locate the 
ball, and he too often plays with hesitance. 


SUMMARY: He ha 


as undeniable upside because of his physical 
tools, and perhaps some new voices will be able to unloc! 


potential, but Holmes looks like he’s not even close to getting it. 
FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__ OB! FF-FR__INT-YDS _ PBU 
2014 ob ow 10-1 00-0 0 i) i) 0 
2015 noon 15-3 10-2 1 10 0 1 
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Josh 
SWEAT 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 255, 


STRONG POINTS: Quick and powerfull, Sweat uses brute 
strength to dominate at the point of attack. He plays with a low 
pad level and consistently generates push at the line of scrim- 
mage. He shows good lateral movement skills when working in 
space, and he is effective looping around on twists and stunts. 
He's a high-motor player with the speed to make plays in pursuit 
as well. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not an edge burner, lacking the flexi 
bility and seemingly the desire to do anything around the edge. 
He's a straight-line mover who, despite heavy hands and decent 
length doesn't do much of anything in the pass rush. He's often 
late off the snap and has no game plan for getting to the QB. He 
also doesnt locate the ball as a run defender, typically lowering 
his head and charging straight ahead. 


SUMMARY: Sweat has NFL strength and athleticism and can 
certainly make an impact on early downs as an edge setter, but 
the lack of impact in the pass rush is concerning. Unless a posi- 
tion coach does some great work, he’s a rotational player. 


Jalyn Holmes 


Marcell 


15 FRAZIER 


COLLEGE: MISSOURI 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 260 


STRONG POINTS: Frazier is a high-motor edge player with 
good length and decent, fluid athleticism. He's quick at the snap 
and has active, violent hands. He shows an effective swim move, 
and overall he shows a good feel for setting up his blocker, even 
when he doesn't seem to have a real game plan. He makes a lot 
of second-effort plays, able to shed, disengage and win late in the 
down. 

WEAK POINTS: Frazier doesn't have the flexibility to bend the 
edge. He's a face-up pass rusher and has to win with technique. 
In the run game, he'll work hard to set the edge but often plays 
too high, losing leverage and getting pushed back at the point 
of attack. He typically fires into the blocker in front of him and 
loses sight of the ball. 


SUMMARY: Despite some good college numbers, Frazier is not 
particularly exciting as a pass rusher, although he is effective in 
spots. While he doesn't have a high ceiling, he should be able to 
carve outa role as a rotational lineman who can do some damage 
in pass-rush situations. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round FINAL GRADE: Sth round 
Year G T TI SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR G T SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF- INT-YDS__PBU 
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es: Harrison McClary 


Hercules 


16 MATA'AFA 


COLLEGE: WASHINGTON STATE 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 255 

STRONG POINTS: One of the most unique prospects in this 
draft class, Mata’afa is undersized for any position on a defensive 
line, but he did most of his damage lining up as a defensive tack- 
le in college. He has an exceptionally quick get-off and wins by 
getting small and shooting gaps into the backfield, showing the 
closing burst to finish plays. He’s a high-motor player with active 
hands who will make some plays on second effort as well. 
WEAK POINTS: Where does he play? 
a mover and will struggle to consistently dip eifeadtarsanal 
the edge, but obviously, he’s too small to play 
He's an all-or-nothing player against the run, either making 
plays behind the line of scrimmage (and he’s more drag-down 
tackler than hitter) or getting washed out of the play. 


SUMMARY: He might never have a position or even see the 
field on early downs, but a defensive coordinator could get cre- 
ative with Mata’afa, playing him inside on passing downs or even 
using him as a stand-up blitzer somewhere on the field. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 
i TFLYDS 


SACKS-YDS _QBH__FF-FR 


INT-YDS__PBU 
2015 RB 2 110-99 1049 ( 14 uw a 
2016 a 135-46 50-30 1 0 i) i) 
2017 3 125-9 105-65 § a) 0 0 
a 


[Career 39126 47.0-201 D51K 1 Ey H 


Olasunkanmi 


17 ADENIYI 


COLLEGE: TOLEDO 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: Undersized but relentless, Adeniyi was 

a dominant edge player in the MAC. He has a quick get-off, 
which he combines with quick, heavy, active hands to thrash his 
way into the backfield. He shows some nimble feet and agility, 
with the ability to counter inside and get to the quarterback. He 
also shows good balance and a great motor, especially in back- 
side pursuit in the run game. He made a lot of second-effort 
plays. 

WEAK POINTS: Adeniyi doesn’t quite look the part, squat 
and lacking the length needed to consistently win on the edge; 
he took advantage of a low level of competition in college. He'll 
also have to prove he can work through the trash at the NFL 
level, after years of going up against spread offenses of the MAC 
that allowed him to move freely in space. 

SUMMARY: He'll have a tough transition to the NFL, but Ad- 
eniyi has the motor to be an overachiever who can make it work 
despite a nontraditional skill set. He’ll have to prove himself on 
special teams to earn a chance to be a rotational edge player. 


OSTMAN 


COLLEGE: CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: A productive player from the MAC, Os- 
tman is a high-effort pass rusher who plays with good leverage 
and violent, active hands. He moves with suddenness and has a 
relentless motor — he has an effective spin move but often can 
get home on second effort. He shows good closing burst when 
he has a chance to finish a play. 

WEAK POINTS: He's undersized, and his frame is maxed out. 
He's too stiff to consistently win around the edge as a pass rusher 
but is too small to be used inside. He's going to have issues 
against the run, where he'll get caught up in the trash trying to 
work his way down the line and, overall, will too often get swal- 
lowed up. If asked to play linebacker in a 3-4, he has not shown 

a skill set that suggests he can play in space. 

SUMMARY: He can probably play special teams and make a 
roster, and Ostman has some potential as a pass-rush specialist. 
He tops out as a rotational lineman. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


3. TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 

PINAL GRADE iustuuguad 7 ee ee ees La Ln 
TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS__PBU 2014 3 0 10.0-29 30-13 0 4 00 1 

205 7 3 OH 000 t) a W i) 2015 3 nN 14 10-4 0 O40 Ww 0 
2016 B aT Chiet 40-8 8 a H 0 216 aK a 135-75 90-65 6 wu 0 i) 
2017 4 66 20.0-91, 85-58 9 H in 1 mt Gl 205-80 140-68 a 40 a) 0 
Career 348 28.0-137 125-% WT 4 Ww i [Career 52209) 465-195 28.0-156 uN LEI Cy a 
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‘ 4 
Defensive Tackles 


PE 


Feels pressure and reacts on the move ¢ Diagnoses play after 
controlling opponent ® Quick reactions 


Football intelligence * Reads and reacts to keys # Right 
place at the right time 


Low and sudden movement when delivering a blow ¢ 
Ability to unlock hips with force 


Can he bend and turn the corner? 
¢ Downline pursuit ¢ Quickness in stunts and slant moves 


Is he explosive? * Hard hitter 


Use of hands and strength to separate « 
Pull and jerk 


Face-up wrap tackler ¢ Intense and relentless 
Amount of time it takes to get to top speed 


Initial suddenness * Type of stance ¢ Movement off ball « 
Does he anticipate and guess? ¢ Explodes into blocker 


Neutralize block * Power to hold ground 


and stack 


Effort ¢ Angle * Long and short quickness ¢ Gets 
through traffic ¢ Urgency « Intensity Closing speed 


Stance and takeoff ¢ Quickness ¢ Use of hands and feet 
© Strength ¢ Effort ¢ Tenacious * Type of moves ¢ Is he a two-move guy? ¢ Excels 
at stunts? © Vertical push * Outside speed ¢ Deflects blocker ¢ Leverage * 
Acceleration off of blocks * Ability to adjust and burst on the OB ¢ Discipline to 
stay in rush lane ¢ Motor 


Bull rush # Press the pocket ® Leverage player 


Reaction ¢ Strength and technique to hold ground * Two-gap 
ability ¢ Is he a one-gap movement guy? 


Can he turn speed to power? ® Use of feet and hands 
Prefer over 33", hand size 10" or better 
4-3 tackle, 3-4 end, 4-3 end, nose tackle 


Position — base alignment 


yy VW , 


VEA 


COLLEGE: WASHINGTON 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 345, 


STRONG POINTS: “Physical freak” is a term that gets over 
used, especially at the NFL Combine. But there’s not really any 
other way to describe Vea, who might have the most impressive 
size/athleticism combination to come into the league since 
Dontari Poe in 2012. Vea moves like a sub-300 pounder, capable 
of penetrating into the backfield, whereas most players his size 
merely occupy blockers. His game is the power that comes 

with those movement skills, as Vea has the pure upper-body 
strength — with long arms and heavy hands — as well as thick 
legs to simply shed and steamroll blockers on his way to the 
backfield. His bull rush can be borderline unstoppable, and he’s 
still improving as far as technique and hand movement. He can 
be overwhelming as a run stuffer, an agile mover who locates the 
ball quickly and closes fast. 


WEAK POINTS: He needs to be more consistent on a play-to- 
play basis. He seems to wear down often, and too many times 
as a pass rusher he will go in without a plan, make no use of 
his hands and just try to plow through a blocker (it worked on 
the college level, but won't work often in the NFL). Overall, he 
spends too much time on the ground when working as a pass 
rusher, 

SUMMARY: Vea has scheme diversity and could fit anywhere 
from zero-technique to five-technique in the NFL, and he is 
still pretty rough around the edges — he should only get better. 
Stamina and down-to-down productivity are both concerns; he 
has the skill set to play the run or the pass but might have to 
come off the field more often than youd like. Still, he has Pro 
Bowl potential if the right coaching takes. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
Year G T TFL-YDS _ SACKS-YDS_OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS _ Pf 
0 


15 WT 409 10-7 HW 
2016 MW 8 65-33 60-31 1 a 


U 


PAYNE 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2" WEIGHT: 315 


STRONG POINTS: Payne slimmed down from the mid-350s 
to the low 300s over his time at Alabama, and it’s allowed him 
to become one of the most impressive defensive line prospects 
in this draft. He’s an athletic mover and overwhelmingly strong. 
He has some of the strongest hands in this draft class, and he is 
active and violent in shedding blocks. He shows good get-off at 
the snap and has the pure athleticism to push the pocket even 
when he doesn't get a clean win against blockers, and he closes 
quickly once he's into the backfield. His greatest strength is in 
the run game, where he consistently occupies multiple blockers. 
He's nearly impossible to move, allowing him to keep lineback- 
ers clean. But he can also make an impact as a one-gap penetra- 
tor at times, showing enough quickness and power to get into 
the backfield, He locates the ball quickly, and he shows impres- 
sive speed when chasing in pursuit. He has a relentless motor 
and was considered a team leader in Nick Saban’s program. He 
put together back-to-back dominant performances in the Col- 
lege Football Playoff this past January. 

WEAK POINTS: Payne is a better run defender than pass 
rusher at this point and is still very much a work in progress in 
the pass rush. He lacks a variety of moves, going almost exclu- 
sively with the bull rush. He never made a consistent impact as a 
pass rusher. 


SUMMARY: Payne is an immediate impact player on early 
downs, a high-floor prospect with the potential to be dominant 
against the run.’The question is whether his raw tools will trans- 
late to pass-rushing value at the next level. If he’s coached up and 
develops as a pass rusher, he has a chance to be a star. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 


Year G 

2015 ho ik i 

2016 hb % 36-13 15-10 3 0 
2017 83 10-7 10-7 8 0 


TFLYDS Si 


0 

1 
2017 44 55-25 35-19. 0 O-0 00 
Career 40100 180-67 95-57 2 20 1 


Career 44 102 60-23 3.0-20 tl 1 
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Payne: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Bryan: Tom DiPace 


BRYAN 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 290 

STRONG POINTS: Bryan has the tools that would fit a num- 
ber of schemes. He’s big, long and wide, and has outstanding 
natural strength. He explodes off the line and can shoot gaps, 
and has the active, powerful hands to manhandle blockers when 
fighting in a phone booth. He has the raw strength and power to 
avoid being slowed by blockers who aren't in position to square 
him up. He’s a high-motor player who was recognized for having 
great football character at Florida. 

WEAK POINTS: Bryan is fairly raw when playing the run. He 
has the raw tools, but he often fails to locate the ball and is more 
interested in gambling by crashing upfield and taking himself 
out of a play. 

SUMMARY: He's still a work in progress, and he has a skill set 
that will appeal to one-gapping schemes, with the ability to play 
five-technique in a 3-4 or three-technique in an even front. He'll 
be disruptive as a pass rusher, and a potential star once an NFL 
position coach takes some of the rough edges off his technique. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


Year 6 TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__OBH_FF-FR 
2015 nN 0 158 05-6 2 + Hu [ 
2016 Boo 30-10 17 1 a) oO 1 
2017 ni 60-27 40-22 3 oo oo 0 
Career 6 67. 105-46 $536 7 1 


INT-YDS_ PBU 


HURST 


COLLEGE: MICHIGAN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 285 


STRONG POINTS: Hurst’s game is built on elite quickness. 
He fires off the snap and can shoot gaps before blockers can re- 
act, making himself small and using quick, strong hands to keep 
offensive linemen from getting into his pads. His low center of 
gravity plays in his favor, as Hurst plays with very good balance 
and natural leverage. He’s a high-effort player, and he shows 
good pursuit speed for an interior lineman. He had a reputation 
as a high-character leader at Michigan. 

WEAK POINTS: He's small and plays to his size. If he doesn’t 
win early in the down, he tends to get swallowed up by blockers, 
and he struggles to shed once an offensive lineman sinks his 
hands into him. He was a rotational player for most of his career 
in Ann Arbor, and it remains to be seen what kind of workload 
he can handle at the next level. 

SUMMARY: A disruptive three-technique, Hurst has a chance 
to thrive in an aggressive, one-gapping scheme. His floor would 
be as an effective pass-rush specialist. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


SETTLE 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 

CLASS: R-So. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 330 

STRONG POINTS: A mammoth nose tackle with impressive 
athleticism for his size, Settle is one of the higher-upside line- 
men in this draft class. He flashes dominance, capable of push- 
ing double teams into the backfield with raw power. He typically 
shows good get-off at the snap and flashes an impressive swim 
move when working as a pass rusher. He’s surprisingly nimble, 
especially when working angles, and even shows the ability to 
run down plays in pursuit. 

WEAK POINTS: Settle will try to work gaps, but he often 
struggles to disengage from a biocker if he can't simply steamroll 
him (or, as happened on a handfal of his sacks and pressures in 
college, he benefits from a missed blocking assignment). Aware- 
ness can be a problem for him, too; he'll too often lose track of 
the ball as a run defender, barreling upfield and just hoping for 
the best. 

SUMMARY: There’s a lot to like with Settle, who has the kind 
of size and athleticism combo that can't be taught. He needs to 
be coached up, but he could be molded into a two-gap run- 
stuffer or further developed as an upfield attacker. 


ae = uIR FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 

m5 13 % o 0 Year G TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__OBH___FF-FR__INT-YDS__ PBU 
2016 i B 7 1 2016 4 7 19-16 00-0 2 0-0 in) i) 
2017 Bot 3 2 2017 3% 125-37 406 2 00 00 1 
Career = 456 132, 33.5-139 i a Career (27 cy 195-53 40-16 4 ie) ii) 1 
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| Harrison Phillips 
= 


Harrison 


PHILLIPS 


COLLEGE: STANFORD 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: Phillips is a grappler with a high motor 
and shows tremendous awareness for reading blocking schemes 
and locating the ball. He made a ton of plays at Stanford, 
consistently getting around the ball and showing good closing 
burst. He shows good lateral movement, with the ability to cover 
two gaps, and enough lower-body strength to absorb and occupy 
double teams. 


WEAK POINTS: He isn’t an elite athlete, and Phillips primar- 
ily won with effort at the college level. How will that translate 
to the NFL? He's a bit undersized for the nose and often plays 
with too high of a pad level. But he also doesn’t have the kind 

of explosive movement skills to shoot gaps as a three-technique. 
He'll be limited as a pass rusher at the next level, 

SUMMARY: His instincts and motor should allow him to be- 
come a starter, although Phillips might be relegated to an early 
down role, potentially playing end in an odd front. His ceiling as 
a pass rusher is questionable, and that will deter many teams. 


FINAL GRADE: 


Trenton 


7 THOMPSON 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 295. 

STRONG POINTS: He’s big, strong and a good mover for 
his size, and Thompson could fit a number of roles at the next 
level. He’s wide-bodied and difficult to move in the run game, 
eating double teams thanks to natural power and core strength 
and keeping linebackers clean. He earns high marks for motor 
and toughness. He does a nice job locating the ball and has the 
closing burst to finish plays. He flashes potential as a pass rusher, 
with long arms, heavy hands and athleticism to occasionally 
work through gaps and get to the quarterback. 


WEAK POINTS: Thompson is a work in progress as a pass 
rusher, resorting to trying to go through blockers rather than 

working his way around them. He needs to be coached up as a 
technician. Medicals will be key; he battled shoulder problems 
throughout his college carcer, including surgery last offseason. 


SUMMARY: He's a surefire contributor on early downs, as he 
can play two gaps and disrupt the backfield. If a position coach 
can unlock some remaining upside in the pass rush, he'll be a 
quality three-down player. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 


TFLYOS —SACKSYOS__OBH__FF-FR__ INT:YDS _PBU 
no& i 0 2 
Ce eS 
B37 tt 
B19 Woo sea 6 00 00 2 


Derrick 


COLLEGE; FLORIDA STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 300 


STRONG POINTS: A bowling ball of a nose tackle, Nnadi is 
stout and strong, getting where he wants to as a run defender. 
He plays with a low center of gravity and is tough to move. He 
also shows better-than-expected movement s| 
with the ability to cover two gaps despite less-than-ideal size. 
He consistently stalemates double teams thanks to his strength 
as an anchor. His instincts and awareness are good as a run 
defender, as he locates the ball and closes fast. He also flashes as 
a high-effort pass rusher, with the active hands to keep blockers 
out of his chest. 

WEAK POINTS: His best fit is on the nose, but there will be 
teams that are uncomfortable with his lack of size. He's strong 
but won't generate push against larger interior blockers with his 
bull rush, and he’s not quick enough to shoot through gaps. 


SUMMARY: Nnadi does everything well though nothing great. 
He seems capable of anchoring the middle of a 4-3 or 3-4 front 
despite being undersized. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Year G at OBH TFLYOS _SACKS-YDS__OBH___FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
2014 6 9 0 2014 ra a) 15-2 00-0 i} ri HE 1 
2015 i 0 0 2015 i) 20-40 20-40 0 0-0 00 0 
2016 a 4 3 2016 a 105-35 60-29 2 10 0-0 1 
2017 M4 i? 6 2017 R83 100-41 35-20 2 i OO i 
Career 33187 280-110 155-85 q Career 48148 U8 15-57 5 2 a) 3 
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Phillips: Peter Brouillet; Speaks: Harrison McClary/Athlon 5} 


Breeland 


COLLEGE: OLE MISS 

CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 305 

STRONG POINTS: Speaks played all over the defensive line at 
Ole Miss, and he has the blend of size and movement skills to be 
used in a similar way at the NFL level. He’s a good mover for a 
300-pounder, locating the ball quickly and showing outstanding 
range when chasing plays in pursuit, H mingly has upside as 
a pass rusher, as he typically had no game plan and poor tech- 
nique but was still able to disrupt the backfield. 

WEAK POINTS: Speaks is very raw. He can be dominant but 
also often looks like he’s stepping onto a football field for the 
first time when it comes to technique, He shows little as far as 
hand use goes, and he often gets upright and seems to be chasing 
plays like he’s a linebacker in space, While his football character 
isn't problematic, he had multiple ejections and, off the field, a 
DUI arrest in 2016. 

SUMMARY: If he grasps the technical aspects of the job, he has 
the upside to be a quality three-down player as a five-technique 
in an odd front, or on the interior or as an edge-setting end in a 


4-3, 


FINAL GRADE: 4th round 


TFLYDS _SACKS-Y0S _OBH Bt 
ms 1B a ee | 
ms 2 8 158 10) 8 
m7 8H 
Career a7 


COLLEGE: SAM HOUSTON STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: Hall dominated FCS competition with a 
mixture of quickness and power. He's stout and strong, playing 
with natural leverage but also the initial burst and active hands 
to get into gaps. He played across the defensive line at Sam 
Houston State, including some edge rushing. He shows the 
power to push the pocket as a bull rusher, and he has the nimble 
feet, body control and low center of gravity to counter and win, 
along with the closing burst to finish plays. He's sturdy when 
fighting through down blocks. He ith a good motor and 
has the ability to make some plays in backside pursuit. 

WEAK POINTS: His frame is absolutely maxed out, and the 
lack of length and girth will lead to issues if he can’t win early 
against NFL blockers. He’s going to struggle to disengage. 
SUMMARY: There's risk involved with an undersized, small- 
school prospect, but Hall can get upfield and make plays on the 


other side of the line of scrimmage. He should at least be a rota~ 
tional player as a one-gapping five-technique or three-technique. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th round 


Breeland Speaks 


McIntosu 


COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'3" WEIGHT: 295 

STRONG POINTS: McIntosh moves fairly well for his 

s ind has the active hands, strong core and motor to be a 
disruptive fore He blockers, and he was effective 
on clearing lanes on tackle-end stunts. As a run defender, he’s 
a good enough lateral mover to cover two gaps, and he can 
occasionally get through gaps thanks to his good hand us 
give good effort chasing in pursuit and has enough speed to run 
down plays. 

WEAK POINTS: He rarely dominated at the collegiate level, 
and McIntosh doesn't bring much value as a pass rusher. He 
features an underwhelming spin move and not much else. As a 
run defender, he'll often stalemate blockers but rarely bullies his 
way for a splash play. 

SUMMARY: McIntosh doesn't profile as a future star, but he is 
a dirty-work guy who can play two gaps, creates rushing lanes 
for others and typically puts himself in the right place at the 
right time. He should be a steady rotational lineman, probably 
fitting best at end in a 3-4 front. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Year G TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 

2014 1% 9340-118 110-68 Yi 40 146 § TFLYDS FR-FR INT-YDS__PBU 
2015 b 05 10-87 110-41 0 1 22 8 2015 5 4 10-2 iy 2 0 O40 0-0 0 
2016 13 8H 45-119 130-72 3 30 00 ii 2016 aT 95-35 25-11 0 00 0-0 2 
207 a) 190-82 6,0-34 3 10 1-20 6 2017 Wy 5-29 25-13 4 i 0-0 7 
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4 SHEPHERD 


COLLEGE: FORT HAYS STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’4” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: The Division II star is a Canadian import 
who went from a 200-pound high school linebacker to a dom- 
inant interior lineman, and his best football might be ahead of 
him, Shepherd's physical skills and traits are outstanding, He 
combines good length with quickness at the snap. He’s a flexible 
athlete who can squeeze through spaces and has the balance and 
core strength to effectively fight through traffic when working 
down the line. He also shows the speed and athleticism to chase 
in pursuit. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s exceedingly raw, and Shepherd is 
coming from a level where his athletic ability was unmatched. 
He has little in the way of a pass-rush repertoire. He'll also have 
to learn to use his hands, as he too often struggled to shed even 
against a lower level of competition. 

SUMMARY: He’s rough around the edges, but Shepherd has 
the athletic gifts to be molded into a two-gap lineman or a pene- 
trating three-technique. He might be a year away from working 
his way into a regular rotation, though. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


Year G T TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
2015 wo $015 402 0-0 0-0 q 
2016 uw 6 95-3) 30-22 


Kendrick 
NORTON 


COLLEGE: MIAMI (FLA.) 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 315 

STRONG POINTS: Norton is a stout, powerful presence in the 
middle of the line, and he moves well for a big man. He has the 
power and heavy hands to win in a phone booth. He also shows 
the ability to get upfield and ahead of blocks when working an 
angle, showing good get-off at the snap. He flashes an effective 
swim move in the pass rush and closes quickly when he has a 
chance to get to the quarterback. 

WEAK POINTS: Norton can get swept up by double teams, 
and he needs to come up with a better plan on how to deal with 
them. He also needs to do a better job of reading blocks and 
locating the ball, as he’s too prone to running himself out of a 
play. He’s a good mover for his size and body type, but he doesn't 
get upfield with enough regularity, and he often struggles to 
disengage. 

SUMMARY: Norton seems to be a one-gap player trapped in a 
two-gapper’s body. His physical traits are intriguing, though, and 
he should find work as a rotational lineman early with a chance 
to develop as a starting nose shade. 

FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


Year G T TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS_OBH _FF-FR 
2015 aE 15-8 10-7 0-0 0-0 0 


INT-YDS _PBU 


2017 Bm 65-21 10-8 


1 

1 0 
017 a: 125-56 40-33 4 o 1 0 
Career 36168 27.0-102 100-67 6 0 


0 

2016 nw 9 100-24 20-7 1 i: 0-0 0 
1 1 
pp 1 


Career 30 BA 700-83 §0-22 


Andrew 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 63” WEIGHT: 295, 


STRONG POINTS: A big-bodied, high-effort player, Brown 
shows the strength and aggressiveness to occupy blockers in 
the run game. He has the heavy hands to ward off linemen and 
typically pushed blockers back when battling in a phone booth, 
He also shows surprising speed when chasing down the line 

in pursuit. His motor is outstanding, and he maintains it on a 
down-to-down basis; he'll battle and make second-effort plays. 


WEAK POINTS: He's stiff and not terribly twitchy, and Brown 
doesn’t have a very wide variety of pass-rush moves. He also 
lacks the quickness to shoot gaps, limiting his appeal on passing 
downs. He's going to be borderline unusable as a pass rusher due 
to his inability to get into the backfield. 

SUMMARY: He's probably more of a two-gap run-stuffer than 
a one-gap penetrator, and everyone in football seems to want 
the latter now. Still, he can get the job done on early downs, and 
he might have a bit of upside left if he can be coached up as a 
technician in the pass rush. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 


Folorunso 


FATUKASI 


COLLEGE: CONNECTICUT 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 315 


STRONG POINTS: Fatukasi played across the line for UConn, 
and he passes the eye test. He’s well proportioned and long 
limbed, and he has an impressive toolkit of physical traits. He 
has a powerful lower body and plays with good leverage, capable 
of pushing the pocket and often drawing double teams at the 
collegiate level. He has the heavy hands to bully blockers, and he 
plays with a good motor. 


WEAK POINTS: Fatukasi was unable to build off his impres- 
sive sophomore season, and he enters the NFL with plenty of 
rough edges. He has nothing in his bag of tricks as a pass rusher, 
using the bull rush and his pure power almost exclusively. He’s a 
straight-line mover who doesn't penetrate enough as a one-gap- 
per but also doesn't have the movement skills to cover two gaps. 
He needs a better game plan for dealing with double teams. 
SUMMARY: He's versatile, plays hard and has the physical traits 
to succeed in the NFL. It’s tough to see exactly where he fits, but 
a team will have a chance to mold him into a rotational lineman. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 
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Lowell 


LOTULELEI 


COLLEGE: UTAH 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6/1” WEIGHT: 325, 

STRONG POINTS: The younger brother of Panthers stalwart 
Star Lotulelei, Lowell flashed some dominant physical traits over 
his career at Utah. He’s massive and has the heavy hands to win 
in the phone booth as a grappler. He can flash good quickness at 
the snap and has the sturdy base to set the edge as an end. 


WEAK POINTS: His senior year was a huge disappointment; 
there were rumors that he played hurt. He looked sluggish, a 
plodding athlete who did little more than try to occupy blockers. 
Earlier in his career when he was more effective, he was still 
limited as a pass rusher. He's on the short side and struggles to 
disengage from blockers, and overall doesn't have much of a plan. 
SUMMARY: If teams are convinced that he was playing injured 
asa senior, Lotulelei will draw interest as an early down rota- 
tional player, a two-gapper who can play inside or as a 3-4 end. 
He'll have to get himself in much better shape early on, or he'll 
wash out of the league quickly. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th round 


Defensive Tackles -- 


—_ 


1 8 Poona 
COLLEGE: TEXAS 
(CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5’11” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: He has a squat build and a naturally low 
center of gravity, and Ford won regularly with leverage and 
lower-body power against Big 12 blockers. He shows good 
quickness off the snap and is very good when attacking at an 
angle; he’s tough to square up and doesn't get knocked off- 
course. He can get into the backfield, and he closes fast when he 
does. Ford plays with a good motor and will make the occasional 
second-effort play. 

WEAK POINTS: He's especially small, and he makes little use 
of his hands. He'll get swallowed up by bigger blockers in the 
NEL, as he lacks the ability to disengage. He’s not a guy who 
will win in a phone booth. He doesn't have a wide variety of 
moves in the pass rush either, trying to use initial quickness and 
leverage to win with a bull rush and showing little else, 


SUMMARY: He'll try to make it as an undersized nose, but 
Ford’s small frame will make it a challenge at the next level. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Year G TFLYDS__SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 6 T TFLYDS  SACKS-YOS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
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2016 un 8 85-32 35-22 i! 00 Oo 0 woh 5515 00-0 3 10 0 0 
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COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: Hill is an attacking interior lineman who 
showed the ability to consistently get upfield on the collegiate 
level. He has a good blend of length and quickness and shows 
the initial burst to shoot gaps and make plays. He has the flex- 
ibility to squeeze through spaces and the closing burst to finish 
plays. He'll also chase plays down from behind in pursuit. 


WEAK POINTS: Hill plays high and with little power, and he 
doesn't have the heavy hands or precise use of them to disen- 
gage from blockers as a pass rusher, If he can't win early, he 

has little to do to counter and make the second-effort play. He 
doesn't move laterally well enough to cover two gaps in the run 
game, and he's not good in a phone booth, lacking the power to 
generate push. 

SUMMARY: Hill’s ability to get upfield as a one-gap player 
should get him looks as a rotational lineman who can play on 
passing downs, but he lacks the skill set to be an every-down 
player. 

FINAL GRADE: 6th round 


COLLEGE: NC STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 310 


STRONG POINTS: Jones is something of a fire hydrant out 
there for blockers. He’s short but stout, and he consistently 
anchored against double teams to free up linebackers at the 
collegiate level. He has a powerful core and heavy hands, a guy 
who fights hard in the phone booth and occasionally fights his 
way into the backfield. 


WEAK POINTS: He's primarily a run-stuffer, but Jones doesn't 
bring the kind of mass teams are looking for in a big, two-gap 
space eater. He's just not going to get upfield. He isn't a one-gap 
penetrator, lacking the initial burst or overall quickness to shoot 
gaps and get into the backfield. And, while he’s not overly stiff, 
he doesn’t have the kind of lateral movement skills to make up 
for his lack of bulk as a two-gap run-stuffer. 

SUMMARY: Jones is strong and will play hard and do the little 
things, but he is going to be limited at the next level. He could 
stick around if he proves to be enough of an asset as an early 
down block eater. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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B) Outside ae 


V INSTINCTS Read-and-react quickness * Natural ability to find the ball * Anticipation * 
Playmaker 


V KEY & DIAGNOSE Recognition and reaction to run/pass * Football intelligence 
V EXPLOSIVE/LEVERAGE Knee bend * Functional strength ¢ Ability to dominate 


V LATERAL MOVEMENT Quickness to shuffle * Makes plays parallel to line of scrimmage * 
Plays with good knee bend on balls of feet 


UV HAND USE Tough on blockers * Can he stack and control blockers with hands? 


V TACKLING Is he a hard hitter or a grab-and-drag-down guy? * Wrap-up tackler? « Is he 
good in space? ® Does he break down and run through the ball carrier? 


UV WARD OFF/SHED Hand strength ¢ Use of hands and forearms ¢ Pad under pad * Does 
he accelerate off blocks? 


V AGGRESSIVENESS Physically dominant player * Full-contact intensity 


V OUTSIDE RUN Does he protect his legs and get through traffic? * Good angles * Range * | 
Speed * Lateral quickness ' 


V RANGE/PLAY SPEED/PURSUIT Distance covered after ball is thrown * Does he take 
good angles?  Sideline-to-sideline player 


V ZONE COVERAGE Route recognition * Receiver awareness * Depth and discipline * 
Hands to catch ball 


V MAN-TO-MAN COVERAGE Backpedal ¢ Feet © Turn and level up * Acceleration * Mirror 
tight end and backs out ¢ Can he run deep? 


V BLITZ/PASS-RUSH ABILITY Change of direction * Burst to quarterback * Quick take-off « 
Use of hands * Speed, quickness and strength 


V SPACE PLAYER/ATHLETIC ABILITY Open-field tackler # Is he better in confined areas? 


V BALL REACTION Tendency as ball gets close to the receiver — interceptions, knock 
downs or interferences 


OVER TIGHT END Ability to create separation and control * Strength and authority * 
Leverage to stand up blocker 


v COLLEGE DEFENSIVE SCHEME Position — base alignment 


i xi YA bp 


maine 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'4” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: ‘The league has trended toward athletic 
linebackers to counter the spread concepts offenses are using, 
and for the most part that has also meant smaller lineba s. 
‘That's not the c 
strength and speed that hasn't come into the le: 
while, He's an explosive athlete, a fluid mover with th 
to go sideline to sideline. He's a twitched-up athlete with the 
closing burst to deliver pop on contact as a tackler. He has a 
prototypical frame, a tapered build with broad shoulders and 
long arms, carrying his weight easily. He has the shock in his 
hands to shed blocks, and in pass coverage he has no problem 
running with b; and most tight ends. He’s outstanding 
blitzer, with the quickness and power to beat pass 

backs and finish plays, and he has the tools and fi 
under offensive tackles and be an effective edge rusher. He has 
the football character and high motor you want in a cornerstone 
player. 

WEAK POINTS: He started two years at Virginia Tech and is 
still raw as far as his instincts go. He will lose sight of the ball 
and overrun plays, and he can be slow to react when there's a lot 
of action to distract him (pre-snap motion, ghost motion). 


SUMMARY: A rare athlete from a physical standpoint, Edmunds 
is close to a perfect linebacker for the modern game. The fact that 
he can fill so many roles — from sideline-to-sideline Mike to 
edge-burning pass rusher — limits his risk. And if he develops 

a better overall feel for the game through more reps at the next 
level, he has a chance to be one of the game’s special players. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
Year G T TFLYDS 


ue ina 


eed 


SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 


COLLEGE: BOSTON COLLEGE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2" WEIGHT: 250 


STRONG POINTS: Everyone is looking for edge burners, and 
Landry is exactly that. He played with his hand in the dirt and 
standing up for Boston College, and he explodes off the snap. 
He has elite initial quickness and the rare ability to bend the 
edge while staying near top speed. He'll dip under offensive 

tackles and close quickly on the quarterback. He’s not tall, but 

he has especially long arms for his size and locates the ball as a 
strip-sack speciali erall effort is solid, In the run game, 
he can nd he's also fast and rangy when 
sing in pursuit. He was also asked to drop into coverage at 
nd showed good range and comfort playing in space, with 
e speed to close quickly as an open-field tackler. 

WEAK POINTS: He's unde 
edge rusher. Landry is more of a finesse rusher needing to get 
space coming around the edge. He’s limited his pass- 
rush repertoire goes; he runs around tackles. He lacks an inside 
counter, and he needs to work on hand use in order to disengage. 
Expected to dominate in 2017, he had a disappointing senior 
season. His medicals will be looked at closely after an ankle 
injury that cost him time late last season. 


SUMMARY: Perhaps the nagging injuries added up last year, and 
Landry certainly has some rough edges to his game that need to 
be worked on. But he has special traits bending the edge, with the 
kind of speed and flexibility that can't be taught. At the very least, 
he’s a high-ceiling pass-rush specialist, best suited to stand up in 
23-4 defense. 

FINAL GRADE: ist round 
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Landry: Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports; Baker: Bruce Schwartzman 


Jerome 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: Baker is built like a wide receiver — 

and he runs like one too. He’s in the conversation for fastest 
linebacker in this draft class, He’s at his best running and 
chasing down the line, where he shows the ability to pick his 

y through traffic and close fast on the ball. He’s a fluid mover, 
capable of turning and running with tight ends, He's also very 
good in space, breaking down and making tackles in the open 
field. He also flash a blitzer. 

WEAK POINTS: He can be a little slow to read and react in 
the run game, although Baker's speed more than makes up for 
it. Physicality will be the question, though. His take-on skills are 
close to non-existent, and he’s more of a grab-and-drag tackler 
than a thumper, He'll have to play in a scheme that gives him 
room to opel 
SUMMARY: Baker is built for the modern game, a defensive 
chess piece to counter hybrid players on the offensive side of the 
ball. He fits best as a 4-3 Will who can run free. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


INT-YDS _ PBU 


TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS imi 


Uchenna 


COLLEGE: USC 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: Nwosu has a unique skill set and might 
offer some intriguing flexibility. He’s at his best attacking, and 
he has the speed to get around the edge as a pass rusher. He also 
has the ability to play in coverage, with the fluid hips to mirror 
backs and very good balance and body control in the open field. 
He runs well and packs pop as a tackler, and he has a knack for 
getting his hands into passing lanes and knocking down balls. 
WEAK POINTS: He’ still something of a project, a slow pro- 
cessor who is inconsistent against the run, He doesn't locate the 
ball quickly, and while he has take-on skills, he too often sticks 
to blocks. As a pass rusher, he typically gets by on his athleticism 
rather than technique, something that might not translate. 
SUMMARY: There are skills to be molded, Nwosu might be 
best suited to playing off the line of scrimmage on early downs, 
then rushing off the edge on third down, and would probably fit 
inside in a 3-4, or possibly as a 4-3 Sam. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


TFLYDS —SACKS-YOS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 


2014 Wt 
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Jerome Baker 


Jeff 
HOLLAND 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: Holland moved into a full-time role for 
the first time in 2017 and enjoyed a breakout season as a junior. 
He's a well-proportioned athlete with good speed, and he shows 
good initial burst off the line of scrimmage. He has strong, quick 
hands and puts them to very good use, with a series of stab-and- 
swipe moves to consistently defeat tackles. He shows the ability 
to dip his shoulder around the edge and the closing burst to 
finish, Against the run, he plays with good leverage and a sturdy 
base, effectively setting the edge. 


WEAK POINTS: Holland wins as a technician more than any- 
thing, and he isn't the kind of bendable edge burner who's able 
to turn the corner with ease. He rushed from a two-point stance 
often, but he will have to learn to drop back in coverage and play 
in space on occasion. 


SUMMARY: Holland’s hands will allow him to create a lot of 
pressure at the next level. He should end up a quality starter 
once he settles in with the transition to OLB. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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Malik 
JEFFERSON 


COLLEGE: TEXAS 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 240 


STRONG POINTS: From a measurables standpoint, Jediereon 
is one of the most impressive linebackers e 
broad-shouldered and long-limbed, and an e: 
has the speed to cover a lot of ground as a sideline-to-sid 
tackler, and he’s a twitchy athlete who delivers a pop. He has the 
Jong arms and heavy hands to stack and shed. He’s fluid enough 
to hold up in man coverage against running backs. He also 
flashed potential as a blitzer, 

WEAK POINTS: For all the physical ability, Jefferson's pro- 
duction was never there at Texas. He seems slow to locate the 
ball, arriving to the spot too late. He also tends to stay stuck on 
blocks, allowing himself to get taken out of plays. 

SUMMARY: His physical abilities suggest a high ceiling, but 
Jefferson was a disappointment at Texas and certainly carries 
some risk as a potential bust. He has the skills to be an impact 
player on three downs; whether he fulfills his potential will likely 
come down to the coaching staff that develops him. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


Darius 


7 LEONARD 


COLLEGE: SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 62" WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: An FCS linebacker who racked up big 
tackle numbers, Leonard is long and fast. He has true side- 
line-to-sideline range, reading and reacting quickly, and he has 
the closing burst to finish plays. Despite being undersized, he 
packs some power as a tackler, He wasn't tested often in man 
coverage at the FCS level, but the traits are there — fluid hips, 
Jong arms and straight-line speed — for him to run with run- 
ning backs and some tight ends in coverage, 

WEAK POINTS: He's underpowered, and Leonard’s frame is 
maxed out. He showed inconsistent take-on skills at the FCS 
level — he'd much rather run around blocks — and that doesn't 
bode well for the NFL. And he'll probably need a year to adjust 
to the speed and, in his case, the physicality of the pros. 
SUMMARY: He has the play speed and the instincts that trans- 
late to the next level, and Leonard has a chance to develop into 
a three-down player as a 4-3 Will. The team drafting him might 


need to plan ona re 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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E} OROR OMA 
OKORONKWO 


COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: With fluid hips and a feel for setting 
up moves in the pass rush, Okoronkwo can be a force coming off 
the edge. Undersized and fairly flexible, he’s able to dip under- 
neath offensive tackles, Twitchy and quick, he also has a couple 
of change-up moves he'll throw at blockers, allowing him to get 
into the backfield with regularity. He clos when a sack is 
within reach, 

WEAK POINTS: At this point, he’s little more than a 
pass-rushing savant, He has good power for his size, but he’s go- 
ing to have trouble setting the edge at the NFL level (especially 
after a collegiate career facing the finesse offenses of the Big 12). 
He was rarely asked to drop into coverage. As a pass rusher, he'll 
have to become more proficient with his hands to be able to con- 
sistently beat NFL tackles, especially with his lack of length. 
SUMMARY: The traits are there for Okoronkwo to be a force 
off the edge, although there’s also a chance that that will be the 
only thing he'll provide in the NFL. 

FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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Lorenzo 


CARTER 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT: 240 

STRONG POINTS: With a nice blend of length and athlet- 
icism, Carter shows good recognition skills as a run defender. 
He’s rarely fooled by misdirection and plays with a sturdier base 
than expected for his size. He also has enough speed to chase 
down plays on the other side of the field. His motor is good, 
and he closes fast around the ball as well. He has the ability to 
drop into a short zone and get into passing lanes thanks to his 
speed and long arms. He shows a very good feel for timing when 
setting up asa blitzer. 

WEAK POINTS: He doesn't show a lot in the pass rush, as 
Carter is less edge burner and more face-up rusher. He lacks 
the pass-rushing repertoire to be able to consistently get to the 
quarterback. He doesn’t seem to have a great feel for how to put 
his raw tools to work. 


SUMMARY: There are skills to work with in the pass rush, and 
a position coach could make Carter into an effective technician. 
More likely, he ends up a rotational player as a 3-4 OLB. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


Year G aug TFLYDS _ SACKS-YDS__OBH 

2014 Boal I 45-36 tt i) 
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e 
HAYNES 

COLLEGE: OLE MISS 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2" WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: An undersized defensive end at Ole Miss, 
Haynes is likely to play standing up in the NFL. He explodes 
off the line and shows the flexibility to dip and bend around 

the edge. He also has the stop-start athleticism to counter back 
inside. He's a sudden mover who plays with a high motor, and he 
racked up his share of second-effort plays. 


WEAK POINTS: Haynes is underpowered, with a maxed-out 
frame. He can't win in the phone booth, and he has an inability 
to shed blocks once linemen get into him. He’s going to struggle 
to set the edge as a run defender. He'll have to learn to play in 
space as a linebacker, something he was not asked to do at Ole 
Miss. 


SUMMARY: He enters the league as a one-dimensional player, 
although Haynes’ skill as an edge burner is the one skill you 
want to have. It's a question mark as to whether he can make the 
transition to linebacker full time, but he can at least carve out a 
role as a passing-down specialist. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 


A 
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Outside Linebackers / 


| Lorenzo Carter 


Ja’Von 


ROLLAND-JONES 


COLLEGE: ARKANSAS STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: He finished his career at Arkansas State 
with a whopping 42 sacks, including 13 as both a junior and 
senior. Rolland-Jones rushed from three- and two-point stances 
and showed the ability to dip and get around the edge. But 

he’s more technician than anything else, He’ll face up and take 
choppy steps, using active hands to ward off blockers. He has 

a good sense of timing when disguised as a blitzer and is very 
effective twisting inside. 

WEAK POINTS: He's on the short side with a frame that’s 
close to maxed out, and he’s not an explosive mover. He domi- 
nated in a non-Power 5 conference, but his work as a technician 
will be less effective against polished NFL tackles. He was rarely 
asked to drop into space. 

SUMMARY: He's a pass-rush specialist who might lack the 
athleticism to make it at the next level. But Rolland-Jones has 
mastered the craft and could emerge as a third-down specialist. 
FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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ci, 


COLLEGE: UCLA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: A pure athlete, Young has the speed and 
fluid movement skills teams are looking for at linebacker. He 
has the ability to outrun blockers to the spot and has the range 
to make plays sideline to sideline, He’s a fluid mover who offers 
value in man coverage, where he'd be able to stick with a lot of 
running backs and tight ends. 

WEAK POINTS: He needs to be kept clean, as Young's take-on 
skills are non-existent; he looks to run around everything, He's 
a grab-and-drag tackler who lacks a physical edge. He's fast, but 
his instincts need to improve, as he too often will overrun plays 
on the outside and is often too slow to read and react. 


SUMMARY: He won't be for everyone, and Young might 
ultimately top out as a special teamer and sub-package backer. 
But he has the kind of movement skills needed for the modern 
NFL, and a team should spend a year or two working with him 
to improve his feel for the game. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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135A 


COLLEGE: UTAH 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 260 

STRONG POINTS: Fitts is a sturdy player with some pol- 
ished moves in the pass rush, He uses his hands well, using his 
long arms to consistently counter back inside and disrupt the 
backfield, He's also very good at looping back inside on twists. 
His motor is excellent, and he'll get some sacks on second effort. 
He'll set the edge effectively against the run. 

WEAK POINTS: Can he play in space? Fitts has some limita- 
tions as an athlete. His get-off is often slow, and he doesn't have 
a lot of explosive movement skills, He lacks the flexibility to 
bend around the edge, and he might be better suited to lining up 
as an undersized interior rusher and trying to shoot gaps. He can 
get caught up in the wash too much when trying to work down 
the line defending the run. He also has a long injury history, and 
medicals will be key. 

SUMMARY: Fitts is a technician in the pass rush and should 

be occasionally disruptive, It's most likely he’s a rotational player 
who will have to do some work on special teams to stick around. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


COLLEGE: WISCONSIN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'1" WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: Jacobs has raw ability to be molded. He 
has some explosiveness as an athlete, showing good initial burst 
off the line of scrimmage when rushing off the edge. His long 
arms allow him to play bigger than his listed size. He has the 
functional strength to hold up setting the edge, and he played 
inside linebacker as well at Wisconsin, attacking downfield and 
showing some natural take-on skills in the process. He also 
flashed in man coverage. 

WEAK POINTS: He's very raw, and an NEL team will have 
to figure out where he will play and keep him there for a while. 
Jacobs is lagging as a processor, probably due to the constant 
shuffling. He isn't overly stiff but also doesn't show the fluidity to 
consistently turn the corner in the pass rush. 


SUMMARY: An intriguing project who will have to contrib 
tute on special teams early, Jacobs could be molded a number of 
different ways with starter upside. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS__PBU 
Year G if ‘SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 2013 i in 10-5 00-0 i ny oo 0 
2013 6 1 I 00-0 0 0 0-0 0 2014 uw BB 20-11 15-10 i! 00 0 0 
2015 Boo 80-45 70-44 1 40 0 2015 4 10 204 O53 0 OO 1 0 
2016 2 4 300 159 0 Oo Oo 0 2016 B oF 1.07 1.07 0 00 18 0 
2017 6 2B 30-25, 30-25 0 1M 0 1 2017 i 95-41 45-28 8 1M 16 3 
Career 2) 150-82 N5-78 il 5-0 i Career 57142 165-68 65-48 q i 330 au 


114 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


Peter Brouillet 


Davin 


BELLAMY 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 240 

STRONG POINTS: A long, fluid edge rusher, Bellamy was dis- 
ruptive while facing a series of tough left tackles over the course 
of the year. He beat likely first-round pick Mike McGlinchey of 
Notre Dame a couple times on the edge last September. Bellamy 
uses his length well, with a quick stab move to keep blockers 

out of his frame. He plays with a good motor and can make 
second-effort plays as well. 

WEAK POINTS: His physical traits are middling at best. 
Bellamy doesn’t show much burst attacking the edge; he’s more 
of a one-speed mover who lacks suddenness. He’s also unable to 
convert speed into power. He has a narrow base and doesn’t offer 
much as an edge setter against the run. He was never dominant 
at the college level, but rather only occasionally productive. 
SUMMARY: He has some savvy, and Bellamy generally out- 
played his measurables at the highest levels of college football. 
Overall though, he is a fringy edge-rushing talent as a 3-4 OLB 
who will have to become a core special teamer to stick around. 


=> Outside Lins 


7 


COLLEGE: UCF 


CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: The twin brother of Seahawks cornerback 
Shaquill Griffin, Shaquem was thought to be something of a 
throw-in for UCF; he had his left hand amputated at age 4. But 
Shaquem instead became one of the most versatile and domi- 
nant defenders in the nation, winning AAC Defensive Player of 
the Year honors. He’s athletic with good speed but plays faster 
due to outstanding instincts. He fires off the snap and wins with 
quickness as an edge rusher, and he shows excellent awareness 
when dropping into coverage. He has played inside linebacker 
and showed the ability to beat blockers to the spot. 

WEAK POINTS: He has issues finishing plays, as his tackle ra- 
dius is small and ball carriers can slip his tackles. He’s also going 
to have issues disengaging from offensive linemen and is a little 
stiff when asked to play man coverage. 

SUMMARY: He'll contribute on special teams, and Griffin has 
the ability to be a chess piece in sub packages, doing anything 
from edge rushing to even playing some high-hole safety. 


ackers we = 


—— 
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Year 6 oT SACK: BH 
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ish 
1 6 Keishawn 
COLLEGE: WASHINGTON 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2" WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: A three-year starter for one of the best 
defenses in college football, Bierria is an instinctive backer who 
will play faster in pads than his 40 time. He does an excellent job 
recognizing blocking schemes, and his quick reaction allows him 
to beat blockers to the spot. He has some thump as a tackler. He 
also works well when asked to drop into zone coverage. He had 
a reputation as a high-character team leader at UW. 


WEAK POINTS: His measurables are underwhelming. Bierria 
isn't a sudden mover and often plays too high when taking on 
blockers, getting pushed back. He doesn't have the pure speed 
to thrive as a sideline-to-sideline tackler in the run game. He's 
alittle stiff as a mover and is going to have trouble keeping up 
with running backs if asked to work in man coverage. 


SUMMARY: He can carve out a role as a core special teamer, 
and Bierria’s instincts would make him a reliable backup with 
some scheme diversity. But, ultimately, fringy measurables will 
likely limit him to just that. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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Skai 
MOORE 


COLLEGE: SOUTH CAROLINA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: A four-year starter and highly productive 
tackler, Moore was the heart of a defense that showed a lot of 
improvement last season. His ability to read and react allows him 
to play fast, and he figures out ways to work through traffic — 
blockers rarely square him up. He also shows excellent awareness 
when dropping into zone coverage, as well as very good ball 
skills when he has a chance for an interception. He earns high 
marks for leadership and football character. 

WEAK POINTS: Moore is, to put it bluntly, too small and too 
slow for his size. He's at risk of being swallowed up as a run 
defender, but he also lacks the range to be a true impact player 
even in a scheme that would keep him clean. 


SUMMARY: A bit like this year’s version of former Clemson 
linebacker Ben Boulware, Moore has instincts that are off the 
charts. But as with Boulware, who was cut by the Panthers and 
then the 49ers last September as an undrafted free agent, the 
lack of physical ability is going to be tough to overcome. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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V INSTINCTS Read-and-react quickness * Natural ability to find the ball, nose 
for the ball ¢ Anticipation # Playmaker 


V KEY & DIAGNOSE Recognition and reaction ¢ Football intelligence 


v EXPLOSIVE/LEVERAGE Knee bend ¢ Functional strength Ability to 
dominate 


V LATERAL MOVEMENT Quickness to shuffle ¢ Makes plays parallel to line 
of scrimmage e Plays with good knee bend on balls of feet * Change-of- 
direction ability 


vV HAND USE Takes on blockers * Can he stack and control blocker? 


V TACKLING Is hea hard hitter or a grab-and-drag-down guy? * Wrap-up 
tackler ¢ Is he good in space? ¢ Does he break down and run through ball 
carrier? 


V WARD OFF/SHED/SEPARATION Hand strength * Use of hands and 
forearms * Pad under pad ¢ Does he accelerate off a block? 


V AGGRESSIVENESS Physically dominant player * Full-contact intensity 


V OUTSIDE RUN Does he protect his legs and get through traffic? * Good 
angles ¢ Range Speed ¢ Lateral quickness * Pursuit 


VU RANGE/PLAY SPEED/PURSUIT Distance covered after ball is thrown * Does 
he take good angles? ® Sideline-to-sideline player 

V ZONE COVERAGE Route recognition « Receiver awareness * Depth « 
Discipline * Hands to catch ball 


V MAN-TO-MAN COVERAGE Back pedal ¢ Feet ¢ Turn and level up © 
Acceleration ¢ Mirror tight end and backs out ¢ Can he run deep? 


v BLITZ/PASS RUSH ABILITY Change of direction ¢ Burst to quarterback ¢ 
Quick take-off ¢ Use of hands * Speed and quickness ¢ Strength * Can he 
adjust on move? Timing 


U BURST/ACCELERATION Sticks his foot in the ground and drives on ball 
carrier * Body control in plant 


v BALL REACTIONS Tendency as ball gets close to receiver — interceptions, 
knockdowns or interference? 


V OVER TIGHT END Ability to create separation and control Strength and 
authority * Leverage to stand up blocker 


UV COLLEGE DEFENSIVE SCHEME Position — base alignment 


Roguan 


COLLEGE: GEORGIA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 60" WEIGHT: 225 


STRONG POINTS: The leader of a Georgia defense that 
carried the Bulldogs to the national title game, Smith is the 
next in line of undersized, fast and cerebral linebackers who are 
thriving in the modern NFL. He moves like a defensive back, 
with the pure speed to cover a ton of ground. But his greatest 
strength is his exceptional football IQ. He can often diagnose 
where the ball is going before the play, but when he doesn't, he's 
able to almost instantly recognize blocking schemes and get to 
the ball. His cerebral play allows him to play even faster. He's 
twitched up and packs the kind of power as a tackler that you 
wouldn't expect in a small frame. In man coverage, he’s a fluid 
mover who can handle running backs and most tight ends, and 
his instincts shine through when sitting back in zone coverage. 
He's also a dangerous blitzer, timing things up and showing the 
quickness and closing burst to finish off plays. He was praised as 
a high-character team leader at Georgia. 


WEAK POINTS: Smith is small, and it shows when blockers 
get to him. He lacks the length and pure strength to disengage 
from blockers. He’ll struggle to stack and shed as a run defender, 
and a defensive line will have to go out of its way to keep him 
clean. 


SUMMARY: Smith would be ideal as a 4-3 Will, but in the 
current NEL, he could play inside linebacker the same way guys 
like Deion Jones in Atlanta and Deone Bucannon in Arizona do. 
And Smith is a little faster and a little more instinctive than they 
were as prospects. He should be a Day 1 starter with the potential 
for multiple Pro Bowl appearances over the next decade. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Rashaan Evans 


Rashaan 


EVANS 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 

CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'3” WEIGHT: 235 

STRONG POINTS: The latest in a long line of NFL line- 
backers from coach Nick Saban’s program, Evans returned to 
Alabama for his senior year and delivered the kind of season 
everyone was looking for. Once just a pure athlete, he was 
quicker to read and react, and he played faster all season because 
of it. Physically, he has all the tools. He’s a fluid mover who has 
the explosiveness and speed to cover ground fast. He thrives on 
physicality. Evans takes on blocks aggressively, with the long 
arms and strong hands to stack and shed — though a lot of 
times he will simply try to blow them up and pave the way for a 
teammate to clean up the ball carrier. He is twitchy and violent 
asa tackler as well. In coverage, he has the fluid hips and speed 
to run with backs and tight ends in man coverage. He’s also 
capable as a blitzer or a pure edge rusher. He occasionally put his 
hand in the dirt at Alabama, and he showed the flexibility and 
speed to turn the edge. He played through injuries for most of 
last season, and he has the kind of football character and physi- 
cal, tone-setting temperament that coaches will love. 

WEAK POINTS: Evans often gets overaggressive; he’s more 
comfortable attacking downhill than anything else. He'll overrun 
plays and give in to misdirection looks. He too often goes for the 
kill shot rather than wrapping up as a tackler. If asked to rush 
the passer off the edge, he'll have to add to his repertoire. 
SUMMARY: Evans probably fits best inside for an attacking 
3-4 defense. He’s a Day 1 starter, and while his instincts still 
need work, last year's improvement was promising. 

FINAL GRADE: ist round 
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Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


° 
3 | Lei ANDER 
COLLEGE: BOISE STATE 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’3” WEIGHT: 240 
STRONG POINTS: Vander Esch combines length and athleti- 
cism with the speed and instincts to go sideline to sideline. He’s 
a swift mover, a fluid athlete who accelerates quickly and has 
very good speed. He'll take good angles when attacking down- 
field, capable of navigating and avoiding traffic. He will also be a 
sub-package backer, with the ability to match up with backs and 
tight ends in coverage. He shows good timing and speed as a 
blitzer. He was the quarterback of the defense for Boise. 
WEAK POINTS: Despite good length, Vander Esch will 
struggle to disengage and doesn't have the stack-and-shed power 
to thrive in traffic. He either needs to be kept clean or given 
the opportunity to run around blocks. He’s a solid tackler, but 
he doesn’t pack the kind of thump that some of the other top 
linebacker prospects do. 
SUMMARY: He doesn't have the ceiling of some of the other 
linebackers in this class, but Vander Esch is a safe bet to start on 
Day 1 and stay on the field for three downs. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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COLLEGE: IOWA 


CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 235, 


STRONG POINTS: Jewell’s size belies his physical play, as he 
racked up a highlight reel full of violent tackles in Big Ten pl 
He has a high football IQ and the instincts to often recognize 
where the ball is going pre-snap. He's fast to recognize blocking 
schemes and attacks downhill. He is effective dropping into zone 
coverage, reading the quarterback’s eyes and getting into passing 
lanes. Coaches will love his football character. 

WEAK POINTS: The measurables are lacking, and Jewell will 
have his limits at the next level. Despite his best efforts, he can 
get caught up in the wash. He’s also a bit of a stiff mover. He 
isn't going to be able to play a lot of man coverage, as he lacks 
the ability to mirror athletic running backs. 


SUMMARY: His instincts are good enough that Jewell should 
be able to keep outplaying his measurables at the next level, 
but his limitations on third down limit his appeal. He's likely a 
quality starter as a 3-4 Will or possibly a 4-3 Mike, even if he’s 
only going to play on early downs. 

FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 


Year G TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS__OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_ PBU 
204 nN 6 10-11 10-11 0 00 i) 0 
2015 1h 16 15-37 15-2 
2016 3 104 60-45 154 


HOOSIERS 
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Eisai. 


COLLEGE; INDIANA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: An undersized but rangy linebacker, Scales 
played bigger than his IU. He is instinctive and fast to 
diagnose, reading blocking schemes and reacting quickly, then 
attacking aggressively. There’s suddenness to his movements, and 
he seems to get up on blockers faster than expected and catch 
them off-guard with his power. He showed sideline-to-sideline 
range but did his best work attacking downhill, making a lot of 
plays behind the line of scrimmage. He also has value as a blitzer. 
WEAK POINTS: Size will be an issue at the next level, as 
Scales will surely get overwhelmed by NFL offensive linemen. 
He’s much better attacking than retreating in coverage, showing 
some stiffness in change of direction and less-than-ideal aware- 
ness when playing zone coverage. 


SUMMARY: Scales’ combination of instincts, motor and play 
speed should give him a chance to carve out a role as an inside 
linebacker or a Sam. He's a two-down backer who could make 
an impact as a third-down blitzer as well. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Micah 
KISER 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 235 


STRONG POINTS: An aggressive inside linebacker who 
thrives on physicality, Kiser was extremely productive at Virgin- 
ia. He has a stout build and some shock in his hands, with the 
ability to stack and shed as a run defender. He attacks downfield, 
diagnosing plays quickly, and he effectively works through traffic. 
He tackles with some pop and shows the violent hands to punch 
the ball out and force fumbles. Overall, he is a high-motor player 
with high football character. 


WEAK POINTS: Kiser is limited as an athlete, stiff and lacking 
the kind of speed to cover a lot of ground. He probably will 
never be able to be able to stay on the field on third downs; he’s 
too stiff and too slow to stay with anyone in man coverage, and 
he isn’t an overly effective blitzer. 


SUMMARY: Coaches are going to love his instincts and tem- 
perament, and Kiser does profile as the kind of guy who could 
become a core special teamer. It would be difficult for him to 
become more than a moderately effective early down backer. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


7 Fred 
WARNER 


COLLEGE: BYU 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 63” WEIGHT: 235, 


STRONG POINTS: BYU used this unique talent as sort of a 
hybrid linebacker/safety. He has the fluid athleticism to do it, as 
he's an easy mover with good length who can turn and run with 
athletic tight ends. He also shows good awareness when drop- 
ping into zone coverage. He has the range to chase and tackle, 
diagnosing plays quickly and beating blockers to the spot. He 
flashes potential as a blitzer as well. 


WEAK POINTS: There are times when he delivers thumping 
tackles, but for the most part, Warner is a grab-and-drag tackler, 
a finesse player who will likely miss his share of tackles at the 
next level. He has little in the way of take-on skills and can be 
swallowed up in traffic; he'll need to be kept clean if he’s going 
to contribute on early downs. 

SUMMARY: He doesn’t have a clear fit at the next level, but 
Warner can be a matchup piece against athletic tight ends, and 
that should allow him to carve out a role. He might never be 
more than a sub-package defender and special teamer, though. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 


TFLYDS _SACKS-YDS__OBH___FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
2014 nw 2 10-7 00-0 0 0-0 1-20 1 
215 3 6b 115-40 40-20 1 a 2a 1 
2016 B 8b 105-34 15-10 0 Ww 361 6 
2017 B87 90-21 10-8 0 10 1-26 5 
Career 49261 320-95 65-38 il a 


Nick 
DELUCA 


COLLEGE: NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 63” WEIGHT: 245 


STRONG POINTS: A rangy and versatile star for a domi- 

nant FCS program, DeLuca brings a nice blend of length and 
movement skills. He plays faster due to good instincts; he’s quick 
to recognize and react. He does a nice job navigating through 
traffic and shows good closing burst when coming up on the ball. 
He's fluid and long enough to hold his own against some backs 
and tight ends in man coverage, and he does a fine job reading 
the quarterback’s eyes and closing off passing lanes when drop- 
ping into zone. He has a reputation for high football character. 
WEAK POINTS: DeLuca is not especially athletic, a problem 
that’s exacerbated by injury concerns (a shoulder injury in 2016, 
and knee problems early last year). The jump in competition 
could be too much to overcome. 

SUMMARY: He's fringy as an athlete, and it’s unclear how well 
his game will translate, but DeLuca has three-down tools. He 
should be able to earn his way on special teams early on, 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 
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John Sommers Il 


Jack 
CICHY 


COLLEGE: WISCONSIN 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 235 

STRONG POINTS: An active backer with good athleticism, 
Cichy flashed plenty in the way of NFL traits before a torn ACL 
erased his 2017 season. He plays an aggressive, attacking style, 
accelerating downhill and looking to make plays behind the line 
of scrimmage. He has good range and moves with good balance 
and body control in traffic. He doesn't pack a ton of thump as a 
tackler, but his twitch and closing burst give him a fairly large 
tackle radius. 

WEAK POINTS: Medicals will be a concern; Cichy had the 
torn ACL last summer and also had his 2016 season cut short by 
a torn pectoral. He has some limits as an athlete, even before the 
torn ACL, He's a stiff mover who won't be able to cover backs 
and tight ends. His take-on skills need work, and Cichy typically 
tries to sprint out ahead of blocks, causing him to overrun plays. 
SUMMARY: If his medicals check out, Cichy could earn a 
roster spot as a special teamer with a chance to develop into a 
starter in an aggressive, downhill scheme. 

FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Inside Linebackers ("3 
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Mike 
IMcGRAY 


COLLEGE: MICHIGAN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 240 


STRONG POINTS: A physical, thumping inside backer, 
McCray shows good instincts and the ability to diagnose quickly 
and react. He’s at his best moving downfield, showing good 
take-on skills despite his size. He plays with good balance and 
can absorb blocks from angles and keep his feet. He's relent- 
less in pursuit and will make a play per game solely on hustle. 
He profiles as a core special teamer. He had a reputation as a 
high-character team leader at Michigan. 

WEAK POINTS: He'll be limited to an early down role. He 
lacks the fluid hips or speed to mirror running backs in man 
coverage, and he doesn’t have the speed to cover a lot of ground 
in zone coverage. His medicals will also need a close look after 
he battled shoulder problems throughout his collegiate career. 
SUMMARY: Cerebral and physical, McCray could yery well 
carve out an early down role in a scheme that has him attacking 
downhill. His upside is limited by subpar athleticism, though. 


His career will start on special teams. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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Shaun Dion 


HAMILTON 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 235 


STRONG POINTS: A cerebral player who served as something 
of an extension of the coaching staff on the field at Alabama, 
Hamilton plays with a physical edge. Despite being undersized, 
he packs some pop as a tackler and has enough shock in his 
hands to shed blocks. He takes good angles as a run defender. In 
coverage, he gets to the right spots when dropping into zone. 
WEAK POINTS: Medicals will likely be problematic, as Ham- 
ilton tore an ACL in 2016 and fractured his kneecap last fall. 
Even when he was 100 percent, he got by more on instincts (and 
the talent surrounding him) than athleticism. He's undersized, 
at risk of getting swallowed up by blockers if he isn't kept clean, 
and he doesn't run particularly well. He has some stiffness in his 
movements and won't be able to cover running backs. 
SUMMARY: If cleared medically, his football character and 
high 1Q will allow him to outplay his measurables. Hamilton 
could emerge as an early down starter, but he'll have to earn a 
roster spot via special teams first. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Chris 
WORLEY 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 64” WEIGHT: 230 


STRONG POINTS: ‘he heart of Ohio State's defense, Worley 
is a tough, instinctive inside linebacker. He reads and reacts 
quickly, and he consistently takes an efficient path to the ball. 
He’s a sure tackler who wraps up and has some thump. He 
shows good awareness when dropping into zone coverage. He 
earns high marks for leadership and football character as a rock 
for an expansive, NFL-style defense under Greg Schiano. 
WEAK POINTS: Worley has some limitations as an athlete. 
He's a stiff mover and is too often stalemated when taking on 
tight ends in the run game. He also doesnt have the side- 
line-to-sideline range to make sense as a scrape linebacker. He's 
not a three-down player, as he doesn't have the ability to mirror 
running backs and he doesn’t bring value as a blitzer. 
SUMMARY: He's an intangibles guy. Worley could carve out 

a career as a reserve and maybe a guy who can hold his own on 
carly downs, but he’s going to have to prove himself as a core 
special teamer if that’s going to happen. 

FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 
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acks \ 


P Be 


V INSTINCTS Ability to anticipate and analyze offensive set tendencies and react 
quickly * Suddenness to read and react and pattern read 


WV KEY & DIAGNOSE/FOOTBALL INTELLIGENCE Recognition and reaction to 
run/pass ¢ Thinks on feet ¢ Makes quick adjustments 


V EXPLOSIVE/LEVERAGE Quick movement out of transition to break on the ball 


- V LATERAL MOVEMENT Plays square to receivers * Demonstrates change of 
a direction and lateral quickness 
V HANDS/BALL SKILLS Soft or stiff * Is he a hands or body catcher? ¢ Can he 


= adjust to intercept a poorly thrown ball? * Does he knock down catchable balls? 
) How does he use his hands to shed a blocker? 


% V TACKLING Effectiveness * Break down and wrap up ® Physical or drag down 
WV WARD OFF/SHED Can he play off in the open field and make a tackle? 


\ UV AGGRESSIVENESS In press coverage, is he nose-to-nose? * Good stance, 
f balance and strength ¢ Physical striker? 


f V CLOSING QUICKNESS Close on receiver after he makes his final move * Takes 
/ a a direct line to the point of ball ¢ Plant and drive 


V RANGE/PLAY SPEED/PURSUIT Distance covered when ball is in air * Takes 
good angles 


V ZONE COVERAGE Disciplined * Ball awareness ¢ Pattern reads 


V MAN-TO-MAN COVERAGE Backpedal * Quick feet * Ability to stay in pedal as 
long as possible, to route break points ¢ Transition out of pedal to all route 
angles ¢ Stop-and-go quickness ® Plant and drive * Burst to close on ball * 
Loose hipped for smooth turn with acceleration and catch-up speed ¢ Leaping 
ability ¢ Battle for ball * Does he play press-man or off-man? 


V BLITZ Timing to stunt off the edge or run through gaps 


V BURST/ RECOVERY Does he have a recover burst and speed? * Speed to turn 
and close * Deep catch-up speed on long ball 


VU CONFIDENCE Attitude ¢ Daring * Smart ¢ Positive cockiness 


V RUN SUPPORT Willingness to force and contain * Tough, aggressive hitter ¢ 
Strength Play off blocks * Angles 


COLLEGE: OHIO STATE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: Ward is an exceptional athlete, a quick, 
balanced mover with the ability to play a variety of coverages. 
There's little wasted movement. He has a smooth backpedal and 
click-and-close ability, transitioning and closing fast on the ball. 
He's outstanding with his eyes on the quarterback, showing the 
ability to read route combinations, and he’s a twitchy athlete 
with exceptional closing burst. He'll line up in press coverage 
and has the toughness and competitiveness to battle at the line 
even though he’s undersized. His best asset is his movement 
skills, with the loose hips and quick feet to mirror. He often ran 
receivers’ routes for them at the college level. He has the ability 
to deal with two-way go routes inside. He also shows very good 
awareness downfield as far as locating the ball when running 
with his back to the throw. His ball skills are much better than 
his low interception total would suggest, and he consistently gets 
a hand on the ball while avoiding a flag downfield. He also play 
bigger than his size in jump-ball situations, showing a big verti- 
cal and a great sense of timing to high-point it. He’s competitive 
and willing in run support. 


WEAK POINTS: The lack of size does show up at times. Ward 
won't disrupt bigger receivers at the line of scrimmage, and he 
can get boxed out by bigger receivers. He'll give effort in run 
support, but he’s not a thumper; he'll dive low against big backs 
and hope for the best. 

SUMMARY: Ward’ floor would be as one of the best slot 
corners in the NFL, but with the league starting to trend slightly 
smaller at outside receiver, he could easily match up with most 
No. 1s. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Mike Hughes 


Mike 
HUGHES 


COLLEGE: UCF 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: Originally a North Carolina Tar Heel, 
Hughes ended up as a one-year starter playing in the American 
Athletic Conference after a junior college stint, so he flew under 
the radar in college. However, he has the physical traits to match 
up with any cornerback in this draft class. He's a tad unde: 
but doesn’t play that way; along with having long arms, he 
physical, feisty and ultra-competitive. He'll line up under bigger 
receivers and beat them up at the line, and he has the powerful 
hands to reroute them. He's a very good mover as well, a fluid 
athlete with quick feet and exceptional body control. He can flip 
ips and turn upfield and has more than enough long speed 
to recover if he loses a step, and he consistently gets his 
turned around to avoid flags. He has the ball skills to come away 
with interceptions on contested balls, and he shows good timing 
and the competitiveness to win on jump balls, He also offers 
value as a kick returner, with three TDs (one punt, two kickoffs) 
last season. 

WEAK POINTS: He's still a little rough around the edges. 
Hughes isn’t as good facing the action, where he looks unnatu- 
ral and uncomfortable in his backpedal, and he is inconsistent 
closing on the ball (though at his best, he has more than enough 
twitch and closing speed to make plays). We'll see how he fares 
against size in the NFL, where his less-than-ideal length could 
be exploited more often. 

SUMMARY: Hughes is not as polished as the other top corners 
in this draft class, but he might have the highest upside. He's 

at his best playing aggressive press coverage and could certainly 
emerge as a top shutdown corner after a year or two to get his 
feet wet. 


FINAL GRADE: Ist round 
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Josh 
JACKSON 


COLLEGE: IOWA 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 6’0” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: Jackson brings a blend of length, fluid 
movement skills and ball skills that made him a terror in the 
Big Ten. He is at his best facing the action, a smooth mover 
who reads route combinations and is quick to jump routes. He 
shows excellent closing burst, and his ball skilis are outstanding; 
he has hands like a wide receiver and will come away with the 
contested ball in traffic. His long arms allow him to make up for 
any problems in press coverage. He showed the balance and fluid 
athleticism to cover the slot as well as play outside. He should 
continue to improve after only one season as a starter. He also 
puts his size to good use in run support, where he’s willing to 
mix it up. 

WEAK POINTS: Long speed is the big question. Jackson's 
height covers up some of it, but his tape does not show a corner 
with the kind of recovery speed to get back into a play. He 

also needs a lot of work in his press technique, as he’s far more 
comfortable facing the action. He's not overly physical at the 
line of scrimmage, and he flips his hips far too early and will 
give up a lot of plays underneath. He’s more fluid and balanced 
than sudden, and he might not be an ideal matchup for smaller, 
quicker receivers underneath. 

SUMMARY: He'll fit the mold with teams that play off more 
than press, giving him a chance to put his ball skills to good 

use. Pure speed remains a question, but if a team can live 

with that, Jackson should be a Day 1 starter who makes some 
game-changing plays. 

FINAL GRADE: Ist round 
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E==@ 
Isaiah 


OLIVER 


COLLEGE: COLORADO 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: Long and fast, Oliver is a prototypical 
press corner. He has NFL bloodlines; father Muhammad played 
five seasons in the NFL at cornerback. Isaiah has the long arms 
and quick, strong hands to win early in the down, effectively 
jamming and re-routing receivers. He’s physical, competitive and 
confident at the line of scrimmage. In the event he doesn't win 
off the line, he has loose hips and is a burner with the make-up 
speed to get back in the play. He flashes good ball skills down- 
field, getting his head around to avoid a flag and consistently 
getting an arm in the way at the catch point. He will get into 

a receiver's hip and stay there throughout the route downfield; 
he won't get jostled by hand-fighting as the ball comes in. He’s 
excellent in high-point situations. A decathlete on the Colorado 
track team, he is a big-time leaper who will get his hands on the 
ball consistently. He'll mix it up in run support as well. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not nearly as good in off coverage, and 
Oliver has some big-man problems as a mover. He’s not overly 
twitchy, and he'll struggle to change directions and mirror 
against quickness. He often gives up separation at the tops of 
routes, struggling to gear down. He’s shaky playing off coverage, 
sitting too high in his backpedal and struggling with recognition 
skills. He has good closing speed but can get flat-footed facing 
the action. His movements get stiff, and his reaction time lags. 


SUMMARY: A pure press coverage corner who still has a little 
development left, Oliver has a size/speed combination that will 
appeal to any team. He has a No. 1 corner ceiling. 


FINAL GRADE: ist/2nd round 
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Donte 


JACKSON 


COLLEGE: LSU 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5’10” WEIGHT: 175 

STRONG POINTS: Jackson is in the conversation for fastest 
player in the 2018 draft class, as he is a star track athlete who 
proved to be a true No. 1 corner in the SEC. The athleticism is 
what stands out, as Jackson is on another level when it comes 
to movement skills. He not only has the speed of a sprinter (he 
ran leadoff for LSU’s conference champion 4x100 relay team), 
but he also has the quickness and change-of-direction skills to 
match. He can line up in a variety of spots and play a variety of 
coverages. LSU played him outside and inside with similar suc- 
cess. In press coverage, he has the fluid hips to turn and run. In 
off coverage, he has a low, quick back-pedal and has the twitch 
and quickness to arrive seemingly instantaneously. He can han- 
dle a two-way go as well, with the ability to mirror slot receivers. 
Jackson is competitive, undersized but feisty in run support. 


WEAK POINTS: Size will be the issue. Jackson will occasional- 
ly put up a fight at the line of scrimmage, but he lacks the power 
to re-route receivers. Opponents are going to target him in the 
run game, and while he competes, he typically shoots low and 
hopes for the best in the end. There are going to be plays when 
he’s muscled off the ball downfield. His quickness covers it up, 
but he seems slow to recognize route combinations. 
SUMMARY: He's still coming along as far as his instincts go, 
and Jackson has some upside left. Run support and size will al- 
ways be an issue, but he has the kind of speed and quickness that 
cantt be taught. He could step in as a slot corner his rookie year, 
with a chance to become a borderline shutdown cover corner. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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Jaire Alexander 


Jaire 


ALEXANDER 


COLLEGE: LOUISVILLE 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5°11” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: Alexander is fast, tough and instinctive, 
with the physical skills and the mentality of a No. 1 corner. He’s 
at his best playing right under a receiver's chinstrap in press cov- 
erage. He has some shock in his hands at the line of scrimmage 
and is capable of re-routing receivers. He has the long speed to 
turn and run with just about anyone, and he does a nice job get- 
ting receivers on his hip and escorting them to the sideline. He's 
very good facing the action, showing an advanced understanding 
of route combinations that allows him to play even faster. He 
does a nice job reading the quarterback’s eyes and is aggressive in 


jumping routes, and he has the ball skills to pile up interceptions. 


He'll also get up and help in run support. 

WEAK POINTS: He dealt with a nagging knee injury last year, 
so medicals will be key, but even before the injury, Alexander 
had some limitations as an athlete. He's a bit stiff as a mover and 
looks unnatural in his backpedal — perhaps he could be coached 
up in that area, but right now he’s giving up a little more ground 
than he should when playing off. He’s also a little tight when 

it’s time to flip his hips in press coverage, and he can sometimes 
turn upfield too early to make up for it, giving up some catches 
underneath. 


SUMMARY: If the medicals check out, Alexander brings the 
speed, physicality and confidence that should get him on the 
field Day 1. He probably fits better on the outside but could 
hold his own in the slot. If his technique is coached up a bit 
more, combined with his instincts as a playmaker, there's clearly 
No. 1 corner upside. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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Carlton 


7 DAVIS 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 200 

STRONG POINTS: Big, physical and fast, Davis is a proto- 
typical press corner. He does a nice job re-routing receivers at 
the line of scrimmage and consistently wins early. When he 
doesn't, he can flip his hips and has the pure speed to run down 
the boundary, He'll give up little down the sideline, consis~ 
tently escorting receivers out of bounds. He has good enough 
change-of-direction skills to mirror underneath, and he lashes 
good timing when he rakes through a receiver's arms or reaches 
in for a break-up. He plays with a linebacker’s mentality in run 
support, 

WEAK POINTS: Davis isn't comfortable playing off, as he will 
typically give too large of a cushion and react late to what he’s 
seeing. As good as he is in press, he walks a fine line with pass 
interference — he’s not just grabby downfield, but he will extend 
both arms and shove receivers. 


SUMMARY: He's going to have to learn to play with more 
subtlety downfield, but Davis has a chance to become a quality 
starter for a team that wants physical press play outside. 
FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 
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Tarvarus 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE 

CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61% WEIGHT: 200 

STRONG POINTS: A press-cover corner, McFadden brings a 
nice blend of length, athleti a skills. He does a nice 
job flipping his hips and ha raight-line speed to run with 
receivers downfield. He has the balance and a strong core to get 
into receivers on the boundary and escort them to the sideline 
without getting too handsy. He effectively high-points the ball 
and, despite the shutout in the category last season, has showed 
in the past that he'll come down with his share of interceptions. 
WEAK POINTS: McFadden is strictly a press cover guy, taking 
alittle too much time to click and close when playing off; he'll 
allow receptions in front of him. Despite his size, he’s not overly 
physical. He won't get aggressive at the line of scrimmage, and 
he loses early too often. He doesn't consistently bring it as a 
tackler. 

SUMMARY: He's built to play the boundary, and McFadden is 
a likely No. 2 corner for a team that has him playing press. He 
might be more suited to matching up with straight speed on the 
outside, rather than size, 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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AUBURN 


Nick 
NELSON 


COLLEGE: WISCONSIN 
CLASS: R-Jr, HEIGHT: 5°11" WEIGHT: 210. 


STRONG POINTS: The Hawaii transfer was an impres- 

sive performer during his single season in Madison. A sturdy 
boundary corner who plays a variety of techniques, he has quick 
feet and shows the ability to mirror underneath. Nelson will get 
into a receiver's hip and take him to the sideline without getting 
grabby, and he consistently gets his head turned around in time 
to play the ball, He times things up well in off coverage, showing 
good recognition and enough twitch to close fast and get his 
hand on the ball. 


WEAK POINTS: His long speed is good but not elite, and 
Nelson will probably need help over the stop against speedsters 
in the NFL. He’ll break up a lot of passes, but his ball skills are 
not quite there (though his ball skills are better than his stats 
suggest — the zero career interceptions was a fluke). He's not 
necessarily shy in run support but could stand to be a more 
consistent tackler. 


SUMMARY: Nelson will fit into a man scheme as an outside 
corner, and he should provide steady play as a No. 2 corner. 
FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 
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10 M.J. 
COLLEGE: NORTH CAROLINA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: Stewart can fit into a variety of coverages. 
He’s at his best facing the action in off-man, where he does a 
nice job recognizing route combinations, has a smooth backped- 
al and shows good twitch in click-and-close situations. When 
he plays press he does a nice job early, re-routing receivers with a 
two-hand shove. He’s outstanding in run support, hitting with as 
much thump as you'll get from a corner. 

WEAK POINTS: How well can he run? Stewart can flip his 
hips, but he’s going to end up losing a step or two to NFL speed 
on the outside. He covered the slot at times for UNC but doesn't 
show the change-of-direction ability to effectively mirror when 
guarding a two-way go. His ball skills are not a strength, as 
evidenced by back-to-back seasons with zero interceptions. 
SUMMARY: He’s versatile, and that plays in his favor. Stew- 
art will start out his career as a sub-package defender, with the 
ability to serve as a corner or a third safety. He could certainly be 
molded into a No. 2 corner. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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a agehen 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 185, 


STRONG POINTS: A high school track star whom the 
Crimson Tide experimented with at receiver, Averett ended up 
becoming a stud cover corner. He's twitched up and at his best 
in off coverage, where his click-and-close ability is excellent 
thanks to a blend of quickness transitioning out of his backpedal 
and closing speed. He has the fluid hips to mirror underneath 

in press coverage and enough long speed to keep pace with just 
about any receiver. Like most Nick Saban corners, he’s willing 
and able to help in run support. 


WEAK POINTS: He’s on the small side and doesn’t offer a lot 
of physicality; he doesn't bring much at the line of scrimmage. 
He has the physical skills to thrive in off coverage but doesn't 
show the instincts. He doesn't anticipate routes as well as he 
should and doesn’t read the quarterback particularly well, leading 
to the lack of interceptions (one career). 

SUMMARY: His physical traits are starting-caliber, and his 
instincts could improve with coaching and reps. He'll likely be- 
come a quality No. 3 corner with the ability to play inside or out. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 


Duke Dawson 


Duke 
DAWSON 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: Dawson stepped up as Florida's No. 1 
corner after an exodus of talent last year, and he held his own 

in the SEC. He’s a competitive, physical corner who uses quick 
hands and a stiff two-handed push to win early. He has the 
quick feet to mirror with quickness underneath. With his sturdy 
build, he won't get muscled off the ball by bigger receivers. He 
does a nice job in off-man, reading the quarterback and showing 
decent twitch when transitioning out of his backpedal to close 
on the ball. He’s also aggressive in run support, a willing hitter 
who packs some pop as a tackler. 

WEAK POINTS: Long speed is a concern; on the outside, 
Dawson runs a risk of letting speedy receivers run by him if he 
can't dominate early in the down. He’s also short with relatively 
short arms, limiting his ability to play the boundary. 
SUMMARY: He fits the profile of a special teamer and 
sub-package corner early on, and his physical, aggressive style 
and quickness make him a good fit in the slot. 

FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Tom DiPace 


Kevin 


TOLIVER Il 


COLLEGE: LSU 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: Toliver has the blend of length and speed 
for the boundary. He has long arms and is a fluid mover who has 
the pure speed to turn and run in press coverage — it’s exceed- 
ingly difficult to drop a pass over the top against him. He also 
shows some good change-of-direction ability for a big body. 
WEAK POINTS: He's big, but you'd like to see a little more of 
a physical edge to his play. He typically doesn’t try to get hands 
on a receiver early in the route, instead relying on his speed and 
athleticism to shadow, But he also too often lets big receivers get 
inside of him and wall him off on in-breaking routes. He’s not 
enthusiastic in run support, more of a “get in the way” tackler 
than a guy who brings it. That might be due to a lengthy injury 
history that included surgery on a torn labrum. 
SUMMARY: Toliver will surely get better with health, more 
reps and instruction from an NFL staff. The physical tools are 
there — but it’s fair to wonder whether he'll ever be the sum of 
his impressive parts. 
FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Quenton - 
MEEKS 


COLLEGE: STANFORD 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: A solidly built, physical press corner, 
Meeks displays toughness and awareness. He’s most comfortable 
playing press and will mix up his approach, but he can gain an 
advantage with a sharp one-handed punch to the shoulder. He 
often bails and keeps one eye on the quarterback, showing good 
route recognition, and he effectively squeezes receivers to the 
sideline downfield without getting too handsy. He also does a 
nice job getting his head around and locating the ball. 

WEAK POINTS: He has some stiffness as a mover, and his 
transition skills are less than ideal. He'll get beat by quickness off 
the line and is slow to click and close when playing off coverage. 
Long speed is also a question. He too often failed to catch up on 
over routes, and Stanford tended to get him safety help often. 
He's enthusiastic in run support but missed too many tackles. 
SUMMARY: Meeks might be relegated to zone schemes, and 

he will have to become a more consistent tackler. But he could 
emerge as a serviceable No. 2 corner. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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eS Kevin Toliver Il 


Brandon 


FACYSON 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: Facyson has ideal length and uses it well. 
He played a number of techniques at Virginia Tech but is at his 
best in press, where he can force tough downfield throws. He 
gets physical at the line of scrimmage and does a nice job escort- 
ing receivers to the sideline. He has a great sense of timing when 
it comes to the catch point, getting a hand in to break up passes 
while avoiding flags. He'll come up and wrap up in run support. 


WEAK POINTS: While Facyson is a little stiff in his move- 
ments, the bigger issue could be long speed, as he'll need consis- 
tent help over the top against NFL speed. He tends to get there 
just in time, leading to a lack of interception production (none 
since his freshman year). Medicals will get a close look after 
wrist surgery last offseason and a broken leg in 2014. 
SUMMARY: He's more of a Cover-2 zone guy with the way 
he tackles and the lack of long speed, but Facyson has starter 
potential. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Holton 
HILL 


COLLEGE: TEXAS 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: An athletically gifted and ultra-physical 
corner, Hill has long arms and explosive movement skills. He’s a 
fluid mover capable of playing press and does a nice job navigat- 
ing traffic on shallow crossers. But he seems more comfortable 
facing the action in off-man, where he can aggressively attack 
downhill. He shows the twitch to close fast when it's time to 
make a play. He plays with a linebacker mentality and is one of 
the surest tacklers in this group of corners. 


WEAK POINTS: His off-the-field history will scare teams off, 
as Hill reportedly failed multiple drug tests at Texas, including 
one that led to his season-ending suspension in November. On 
the field, his long speed is decent but not great, and he gets far 
too grabby at the top of routes. He’s unnatural in his backpedal, 
too high and too choppy. It costs him some playmaking oppor- 
tunities. 

SUMMARY: He'll be off many draft boards — being awarded 
large amounts of money usually doesn’t change young men for the 
better. If he has gotten his life straight, Hill will appeal as a starter 
in a man or Cover-2 scheme. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


TFLYDS __SACKS-YDS FF-FR__INT-YOS__ PBU 


i" : | Greg 
STROMAN 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5’11” WEIGHT: 175 


STRONG POINTS: Stroman is a fluid mover who flashes the 
long speed and short-area quickness to stick with a variety of 
receivers. He’s at his best in off-man coverage, where he shows 
the ability to keep one eye on the backfield, and he has a knack 
for reading quarterbacks. He’s twitchy with quick click-and- 
close ability. His ball skills are strong, and he consistently gets 
his hand in with perfect timing. He also has the loose hips and 
change-of-direction skills to mirror underneath. 


WEAK POINTS: He's small-framed and underpowered, and 
Stroman will struggle against big-bodied receivers. He has the 
speed to run with receivers but struggles in high-point situa- 
tions. Run support is also a potential problem, as he has little 
other choice than to shoot low and hope. 

SUMMARY: While he had some success playing the boundary 
in college, Stroman is likely going to be overmatched by NFL size 
on the outside. He could be a borderline No. 2, but most likely 
Stroman ends up a slot specialist, and he could be a good one. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Darius 


PHILLIPS 


COLLEGE: WESTERN MICHIGAN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 510” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: He played at a non-Power 5 school, but 
Phillips is the kind of athlete who could have played at just 
about any program. He is both fast and quick, with the 
to mirror quickness underneath or turn and run downfield. His 
ball skills are outstanding; he'll start in off coverage and close 

on the ball quickly, or he can start in press and run downfield, 
where he tracks the ball exceptionally well. As an added bonus, 
he's dangerous after the interception, racking up more than 300 
interception return yards over the past two seasons. 

WEAK POINTS: He's undersized and lacks a physical edge. 
Phillips is likely too small to play on the boundary, and bigger 
slot receivers will give him problems on in-breaking routes. The 
biggest issue is run support, where he gives little effort in even 
slipping blocks. 

SUMMARY: He can bring value in the return game, but Phil- 
lips is going to be relegated to sub packages as a slot-corner only. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth round 


Cornerbacks. 


De isis 


COLLEGE; DUBUQUE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 185 


STRONG POINTS: Joseph's combination of si 
and ball skills makes him one of this class's most interesting 
developmental prospects. He has the length, fluidity and top-end 
speed to play press coverage, which he’s done with some success. 
But he’s better playing off-man, where he shows good instincts 
and surprising twitch for a big corner, capable of closing fast. 
His ball skills are excellent, and he's willing to come up and help 
in run support. 

WEAK POINTS: Level of competition is obviously a big con- 
cern, especially considering Joseph's style of play against D-III 
competition. He often seemed to bait quarterbacks early in the 
down, knowing he had the superior athletic gifts to make a play 
even if he allowed separation early. Those will be completions 
instead of interceptions in the NFL. He needs a lot of work in 
his technique in press coverage. 

SUMMARY: It might take a while (if it happens at all), but 
Joseph has all the tools to become a starter in the NFL. 


th/6th round 
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JaMarcus King 


JaMarcus 


COLLEGE: SOUTH CAROLINA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'0” WEIGHT: 180 


STRONG POINTS: A cover corner with good length and in- 
stincts, King is at his best facing the action. He shows very good 
awareness and will improvise mid-play, falling off his man and 
making a play elsewhere on the field. His length allows him to 
survive in press coverage, and he does a nice job locating the ball 
and getting a hand in the way. He'll step up in run support, and 
he is a solid open-field tackler. 

WEAK POINTS: He's fairly middling as an athlete and lacks a 
physical edge to his play. King lacks the necessary twitch to mir~ 
ror underneath, and his long speed is questionable. His decent 
length helps cover it up, but he seems unable to recover once he’s 
lost a step. He'll get outmuscled by big receivers when he tries 

to get physical in the 5-yard zone, and he too often gives up late 
separation. 

SUMMARY: His ball skills and instincts make King an interest- 
ing zone prospect with starting potential, but with man coverage 
trending across the league, he might end up a No. 4 corner and 
special teamer. 


FINAL GRADE: 6th/7th round 


Year G T 
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ee ~\ Safeties | 


¥ INSTINCTS Ability to anticipate with quick reaction and analyze offensive set 
tendencies and react quickly © Suddenness 


UV KEY & DIAGNOSE/FOOTBALL INTELLIGENCE/RUN THE DEFENSE AND 
MAKE THE CALLS Recognition and reaction to run/pass ¢ Instincts 


UV EXPLOSIVE/LEVERAGE Quick movement out of transition to break on the ball 


UV LATERAL MOVEMENT Plays square to receivers © Demonstrates change of 
direction and lateral quickness 


UV HANDS/BALL SKILLS Soft or stiff * Is he a hand or body catcher? * Can he 
adjust to intercept a poorly thrown ball? ¢ Does he knock down catchable balls? 
Sheds blockers 


V TACKLING Effectiveness * Break down and wrap up ¢ Physical or drag down * 
Ward off/shed 


UV AGGRESSIVENESS In press coverage, is he nose-to-nose? ¢ Good stance, 
balance and strength e Physical striker? 


V CLOSING QUICKNESS Closes on receiver after he makes his final move * Takes 
a direct line to the point of ball ¢ Plant and drive 


UV RANGE/PLAY SPEED/PURSUIT Distance covered when ball is in air ¢ Physical 
on run support ® Takes good angles 


V ZONE COVERAGE Disciplined ¢ Ball awareness © Pattern reads 


~ MAN-TO-MAN COVERAGE Backpedal ¢ Base * Quick feet ¢ Ability to stay in 
pedal as long as possible, to route break points ¢ Transition out of pedal to all 
route angles © Stop-and-go quickness e Plant and drive * Burst to close on ball 
No false steps * Loose hipped for smooth turn with acceleration and catch-up 
speed ¢ Position on receiver ¢ Timing ¢ Leaping ability * Battle for ball ¢ Does 
he play tight-man or off-man? ¢ Will he compete? 


Y BLITZ Timing to stunt off the edge or run through gaps 


WU BURST/RECOVERY Does he have recover-burst and speed? * Speed to turn 
and close * Deep catch-up speed on long ball 


V CONFIDENCE Attitude e Daring » Smart * Competitive * Ability to bounce 
back after being beaten « Positive cockiness 


U RUN SUPPORT Willingness to force and contain * Tough, aggressive hitter © 
Strength Play off blocks # Takes good angles 


1 Minkah 
FITZPATRICK 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 60" WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Flexibility and versatility have become 
crucial for defenses in the modern NFL, and Fitzpatrick is pre- 
cisely the kind of defensive chess piece that teams have become 
desperate to find, Alabama used him primarily at safety last 
season, and he has the ability to play center field as a ballhawk 
—he had four pick-sixes in his career. His best value might be 
moving down into the slot. He’s capable of matching up with 
flex tight ends and most slot receivers due to his change-of-di- 
rection skills and speed, and he is an exceptionally good blitzer, 
showing a great sense of timing to go with a closing burst. He's 
excellent in zone coverage when he can keep one eye on the 
quarterback, showing an advanced understanding of route com- 
binations and the instincts to make plays on the ball. He spent 
time as a dime package safety as well, and he plays much bigger 
than his size against the run. His take-on skills are as good as it 
gets for a defensive back, and he’s aggressive coming downhill 
to deliver hits. Overall, he was known as a team leader on the 
best defense in the country and was praised for his high football 
character. 

WEAK POINTS: Fitzpatrick isn’t quite an upper-echelon 
athlete. He's a little stiff in his movements and has a tendency 
to over-pursue and take himself out of plays, particularly against 
the run. 


SUMMARY: He does so many things so well, and is such a gym 
rat, that it’s difficult to picture Fitzpatrick as anything less than 
a Pro Bowl-level contributor. He'll probably spend most of his 
time as a ballhawking safety, but a defensive coordinator will 
surely want to take full advantage of his skill set. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 


Derwin 


JAMES 


COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE 
CLASS: R-So. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: The soul of the Seminoles defense, James 
has as high a ceiling as any non-quarterback in this draft class. 
He spent last season playing closer to the line of scrimmage — 
with his take-on skills, he can line up as a Will linebacker. He 
also hits like a linebacker, with a good tackle radius and plenty of 
pop when he meets a ball carrier. But his value in the NFL will 
likely be that physicality combined with his range. With loose 
hips and long arms, he’s capable of moving into the slot to cover 
flex tight ends and bigger receivers. He also has the twitch and 
closing speed to cover a lot of ground in zone coverage, provid- 
ing a physical presence and capable ballhawk in the middle of 
the field. He was a team leader in Tallahassee, with tremendous 
football character. 

WEAK POINTS: James wasn't quite the same last season, his 
first year back from a torn lateral meniscus. FSU chose to use 
him in more of a linebacker role rather than in coverage, and he 
seemed to be playing with more hesitancy in coverage than he 
did as a freshman. It might be simply a matter of getting more 
reps (he played only 27 games and was in the program for three 
seasons at FSU), but he’s still slow to react and might not fully 
trust his reads. At this point, he’s more comfortable in the box 
than in center field. 

SUMMARY: He doesnt quite match Minkah Fitzpatrick in 
terms of versatility and is not as comfortable as a traditional 
safety, but James can be that defensive chess piece, and he is 
probably a little more athletic than the other safeties in this class. 
If medicals check out, he has a chance to be a difference maker 
for a defense and a perennial Pro Bowl candidate. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st round 
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Derwin James 


Sports 


Harrison McClary/A\ 


Ronnie Harrison 


Ronnie 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: Essentially a linebacker patrolling the 
secondary, Harrison is a fast and physical presence in the middle 
of the field. He’s an explosive mover with good speed, but his 
great instincts allow him to play even faster. He does a nice job 
recognizing routes and attacking. He fills hard against the run, 
showing quick, violent hands and outstanding take-on skills and 
the twitch to deliver punishing tackles. He'll come hard and fast 
asa blitzer as well. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not overly stiff, but he does have some 
limitations as a mover and will struggle to match up with a lot 
of tight ends and running backs in man coverage, limiting his 
appeal as a chess piece. His ball skills aren't great, as there were a 
few balls that he got hands on but couldn't haul in, and he’s not 
great tracking the ball over his shoulder. 


SUMMARY: He has similarities to fellow Alabama alum 
Landon Collins as far as strengths and weaknesses. He’s at his 
best running around as a free defender and attacking downhill. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


COLLEGE: TEXAS A&M 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: Watts is a rangy playmaker. He's a fast and 
fluid mover, showing the transition skills to cover a lot of ground 
as a center fielder. He has good instincts and will gamble that he’s 
right, jumping routes and flashing ball skills. He tracks the ball 
over his shoulder and is an explosive leaper, which allows him 

to play bigger than his size on jump balls. He is undersized but 
aggressive coming downhill to defend the run. He's slippery for 
blockers to handle in space, and he packs some pop as a tackler. 
WEAK POINTS: Watts needs to play more under control, as 
he will lose on some of his gambles and give up big plays. He 
also misses too many tackles, whether it be overrunning plays or 
going for the kill shot rather than wrapping up. He’ll have some 
limitations in coverage due to the lack of length. 


SUMMARY: Watts’ ceiling will come down to how well he’s 
coached and how much a defensive coordinator will put up with 
from such a risk-taker in the age of ultra-conservative defenses. 


FINAL GRADE: 1st/2nd round 


Year 6 TFLYDS 
204 1399 205 M 0 
2015 3 1% 60413 00-0 0 2 
6 9 61-23 101 1 20 20 3 
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DeShon 
ELLIOTT 


COLLEGE: TEXAS 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: Elliott filled a number of roles for Texas, 
and his versatility will come in handy at the next level. He’s a 
cerebral center fielder who does a great job reading routes and 
keeping an eye on the backfield. He tracks the ball very well 
downfield and has very good ball skills, with the ability to range 
and create turnovers. With good size and technique, he has the 
ability to match up with tight ends in man coverage as well. He 
will fill hard against the run and takes good angles to the ball. 
He’s a sure tackler and is especially good bringing down ball 
carriers in space. 

WEAK POINTS: Elliott is a decent athlete but not an excep- 
tional mover, and he won't be able to cover athletic tight ends at 
the next level. He picked on some green quarterbacks in cover- 
age but might not outfox NFL quarterbacks the same way. 
SUMMARY: His versatility and high football IQ should allow 
him to become a starter, although Elliott ultimately can’t match 
the athletic upside of the top safeties in this class. 

FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


SACKS-YOS __OBH__FF-FR__INT-YDS_PBU 
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Kyzir White 


6 | Kyzir 
HITE 


COLLEGE: WEST VIRGINIA 
CLASS: Sr, HEIGHT: 62" WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: From a football family (his older brothers 
are receivers; Kevin was selected No. 7 overall by the Bears in the 
2015 NFL Draft and Ka’Raun is a draftable prospect this year), 
Kyzir is a hybrid linebacker/safety who thrives on physicality. He 
was the heart of the West Virginia defense last year, an aggres- 
sive and violent presence against the run, showing excellent 
instincts to read and react and the take-on skills to get where he 
needs to go. He's relentless in pursuit and closes exceptionally 
fast as a blitzer. In coverage, he has good length and enough 
fluidity and speed to hang with most tight ends. 

WEAK POINTS: His speed and range are fringy for a safety. In 
man coverage, White has to win early in the down and won't be 
able to run with athletic tight ends. He’s much more comfortable 
coming downhill than covering ground as a center fielder. 
SUMMARY: There are probably some teams that will ask 
White to put on a little bit of weight and play linebacker, but at 
his current size, he’s a solid box safety with some value in man 
coverage, and coaches will appreciate his football character. 


FINAL GRADE: 2nd/3rd round 


2016 nu 
207 3% 


Justin 


7 REID 


COLLEGE: STANFORD 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6’0" WEIGHT: 200 


STRONG POINTS: The younger brother of 49ers veteran safe- 
ty Eric Reid, Justin offers similar instincts and versatility for the 
back end of a defense. He's instinctive as a free defender in the 
middle of the field, keeping an eye on the backfield and showing 
good route recognition, allowing him to cover a lot of ground. 
He’s a fluid mover who can track the ball downfield with good 
ball skills, and he can likely cover tight ends. He does a nice job 
recognizing and shooting gaps against the run. 


WEAK POINTS: Reid's not the athlete that his brother is; he 
doesn't cover as much ground and relies more on instincts than 
explosiveness. He seems more comfortable facing the action as a 
zone defender than moving into the slot as a man defender, He 
gets into the right spot as a run defender but doesn’t have much 
in the way of take-on skills and doesn't bring a lot of thump. 
SUMMARY: More of a traditional free safety, Reid is instinctive 
enough to make up for B-plus athleticism, and he should fit as a 
starter in a scheme that allows him to roam. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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Quin 
BLANDING 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 62” WEIGHT: 210 


STRONG POINTS: A sought-after recruit who ended up start- 
ing all four years at Virginia, Blanding is a cerebral safety who 
has the size and physical edge to play near the line of scrimmage. 
He attacks downhill and is a sure tackler, showing a good feel 

for slipping blocks along the way. In coverage, he tends to play 
conservatively deep, but he tracks the ball well downfield and 
shows the balll skills to come down with the contested ball. He 
had a reputation as a team leader in Charlottesville. 


WEAK POINTS: He has some limitations in coverage. Blan- 
ding is fairly straight-line-ish as a mover, lacking the fluidity to 
cover a lot of space as a center fielder. He also could have trouble 
with athletic tight ends — he has the length but lacks quickness 
and doesn’t have the recovery speed to make up for mistakes. 


SUMMARY: He carries more value as a run defender, but Blan- 
ding is good enough in coverage and has good enough football 
character that he could be able to carve out a starting job down 
the line. 

FINAL GRADE: 3rd round 
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Bruce 


Marcus 


ALLEN 


COLLEGE: PENN STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6’2” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: A hard-hitting box safety, Allen is a phys- 
ical tone setter who does his best work coming downhill. He 

has the take-on skills to shed blockers, and he comes in under 
control on ball carriers as a sure tackler who has a little bit of 
thump to his hits. He’s an effective zone defender, showing good 
recognition skills, and he has the length to get a hand on passes 
when covering downfield. He was a leader in Penn State’s locker 
room and recognized for his high football character. 

WEAK POINTS: He's not an ideal matchup piece; he’s a bit 
stiff as a mover and struggles to mirror quickness underneath. 
He doesn't transition well and can be late to break on the ball in 
zone coverage. He typically plays it conservatively on the back 
end and will allow completions in front of him. 

SUMMARY: He has value playing close to the line of scrim- 
mage as essentially an undersized linebacker, and defensive coor- 
dinators will appreciate Allen's physicality and football character. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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2017 Bn 4012 10-4 20 1-60 
Career = 51320 170-59 30-06 $2 1-50 T 


Jordan 


WHITEHEAD 


COLLEGE: PITTSBURGH 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 5'10” WEIGHT: 195 


STRONG POINTS: An explosive athlete who also lined up 

at cornerback and played some offense at Pitt, Whitehead has 
plenty of traits to intrigue NFL teams. He has good speed 

and shows it when crashing downhill as a run defender. He's 
aggressive and physical, bringing some pop as a tackler. He's very 
capable as a man defender, with the speed and physicality to deal 
with tight ends and even some big slot receivers. 


WEAK POINTS: Whether it’s a lack of confidence or stiffness 
in his movements (or a little of both), he struggles as a center 
fielder. It’s one reason he had only three career interceptions. 
He needs specific assignments to succeed at the next level. As 
aggressive as he is against the run, he’s undersized for a true box 
safety. His character will need to be examined after he served a 
three-game suspension for an unspecified violation last season, 
SUMMARY: An NFL coaching staff might be able to unlock 
some potential, but more likely Whitehead fits as a third safety 
with some versatility as a sub-package defender. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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© Marcus Allen 
ser 


Terrell 


11 EDMUNDS 


COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH 
CLASS: R-Jr. HEIGHT: 61” WEIGHT: 220 


STRONG POINTS: The older brother of surefire first-round 
linebacker'Tremaine, Terrell was used in a variety of ways at 
Tech. He’s a very good mover for his size, fluid and able to chase 
tight ends and even some slot receivers underneath. He does a 
nice job timing the ball and getting a hand in. He has the recov- 
ery speed to make up for mistakes. He'll fill against the run and 
has the size to be effective working downhill. 


WEAK POINTS: Edmunds is raw, and he usually stares down 
receivers during plays without keeping an eye on the backfield. 
He too often loses track of the ball and doesn't get his head 
around when covering downfield. He’s inconsistent as a run 
defender; he sometimes arrives with aggression, but at other 
times, he fails to slip a block and allows himself to be taken out 
of the play. 

SUMMARY: Edmunds has the upside to be a starter, but there's 
work to do. He can match up with tight ends and big receivers 
and should enter the league as a third safety. 


FINAL GRADE: 3rd/4th round 
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Godwin Igwebuike 


: 
1 2 Siran 

COLLEGE: JACKSONVILLE STATE 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 60” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Neal played linebacker, safety and corner 
at the FCS level, and he shows a good blend of physicality, 
length and athleticism when playing man coverage. He'll win 
early in the route, smothering receivers at the line of scrimmage. 
He’s physical enough to hold up as a well-rounded safety. He 
comes downhill hard and is a consistent, wrap-up tackler, show- 
ing strong hands and decent take-on skills carried over from his 
time as a linebacker. He’ll contribute on special teams as well. 


WEAK POINTS: Neal doesn't always look comfortable when 
roaming free, and he is slow to transition and change directions, 
limiting his range as a center fielder. He’s raw as a technician in 
man coverage, sloppy with his footwork and potentially too raw 
to survive as a corner. 


SUMMARY: He can be molded a couple different ways, but 
Neal might make the most sense as a sub-package safety in a 
man-heavy scheme, allowing him to match up with tight ends or 
big receivers and also support the run out of the slot if needed. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th round 
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Godwin 


13 IGWEBUIKE 


COLLEGE: NORTHWESTERN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 511” WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: An instinctive and physical box safety, 
Igwebuike is an asset in run defense. He has the stout build to 
handle traffic and shows excellent instincts when it comes to. 
recognizing blocking schemes and locating the ball. He'll attack 
aggressively, takes good angles and has the closing burst to finish 
plays as a powerful tackler. He's raw in coverage, but he has traits 
— specifically witch and long speed — that could be developed, 
as he has the ability to recover downfield. He’s also a core special 
teamer. 

WEAK POINTS: The issue will be his role in coverage, as he 
doesn’t show the recognition skills or overall comfort as a free 
defender to make plays on the ball. And while he can run, he’s a 
stiff athlete who will have trouble mirroring underneath. 
SUMMARY: He might always be limited, but Igwebuike is 
good cnough as a run defender that he might be able to carve 
out a starting role. Regardless of whether he’s a second or third 
safety, special teams play will keep him in the league. 

FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Jerem 


REAV 


COLLEGE: SOUTH ALABAMA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: He's a converted cornerback, but Reaves 
might offer more value defending the run than in coverage. He's 
an aggressive, attacking run defender who seeks out violence. 
He's small but stout, slipping off blocks on his way downhill, and 
packs surprising pop when he gets to the ballcarrier. He'll hone 
in on the ball and punch it out. In coverage, he shows smooth 
feet — a product of his cornerback days — and has the transi- 
tion skills to mirror. 


WEAK POINTS: The lack of size will likely keep Reaves from 
being a full-time box safety, as he'll get caught in the wash too 
often. And playing in space is not a strength, as he is slow to 
read and react when facing the action. He'll have issues against 
bigger tight ends who can overwhelm him with size. 


SUMMARY: At worst, Reaves has the profile of a special teams 
demon. His blend of physical play and man-cover abilities could 
allow him to carve out a sub-package role, with a chance of 
becoming a starter for a team that plays a lot of Cover-2. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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15 pte Ms 


COLLEGE: LOUISVILLE 

CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2" WEIGHT: 205 

STRONG POINTS: An athletic safety with good size, Williams 
has some tools to work with. He plays with the physical edge 
teams want in a box safety and is a violent hitter when he gets 

to the ball, Overall, he’s a twitchy athlete with the long speed 

to recover from mistakes. He was also a special teams demon at 
Louisville and should be the same in the NFL. 

WEAK POINTS: He's exceedingly raw. Williams is a liability in 
coverage at this point. He has the speed but lacks the recognition 
skills to read the field and get to where he needs to be, It limits 
his range, as he allows too many completions in front of him. In 
man coverage, he’s stiff as a mover and will have trouble running 
ith athletic tight ends. He also needs to take better angles to 

all as a run defender, and he too often sticks to blocks when 
working to the ball. 

SUMMARY: There's some upside left if the right coaching staff 
can get it out of him. He'll at least stick around as a core special 
teamer. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 


1/7 Kameron 
COLLEGE: SAN DIEGO STATE 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 6'2” WEIGHT: 195, 


STRONG POINTS: Kelly took well to cornerback as a senior, 
and his position flexibility and ability in coverage are appealing. 
A former wide receiver, he has excellent ball skills, especially 
tracking downfield. His instincts are good in terms of route 
recognition, and he'll jump routes and make a play on the ball. 
He shows good timing when raking across a receiver's hands. 
He's also very willing to come down in run support, and he had a 
reputation as a leader with high football character. 

WEAK POINTS: He's a tweener, but does he fit at either spot? 
At safety, Kelly plays with that physical approach but has a 
relatively thin frame. He is a bit stiff and lacks suddenness as a 
mover; his range is good enough but not great. He'd struggle to 
flip his hips and run in press coverage as a cornerback. 
SUMMARY: Kelly might ultimately end up as a sub-package 
hybrid player with special teams value. The tools are there for 
him to be developed as a starter at either position with the right 
coaching. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 
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Jessie 


BATES 


COLLEGE: WAKE FOREST 
CLASS: R-So. HEIGHT: 6'1"” WEIGHT: 190 


STRONG POINTS: A fluid mover with a nice blend of length 
and speed, Bates offers playmaking ability as a deep safety. He’s 
at his best with his eyes on the backfield, reading the quarter- 
back and showing the twitch and speed to close quickly, His ball 
skills are good, and he has enough long speed to recover. While 
he primarily played zone at Wake, he has the athleticism and 
length to match up with some tight ends. 


WEAK POINTS: He's not a physical presence. Despite gaudy 
tackle numbers — he's usually around the ball — Bates is more 
of an ankle biter when he gets there, and he isn't going to offer 
much value in the box. He can get a little sloppy in his back 
pedal and sometimes takes a false step when transitioning, He 
dealt with a knee injury for most of last year, and teams will have 
to decide how much it affected his tape and how it will affect 
him going forward. 

SUMMARY: Bates is raw, but he showed enough during his 
college career to be considered a potential starter down the line 
asa Cover-2 safety. 


FINAL GRADE: 4th/Sth round 
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Cole 
REYES 


COLLEGE: NORTH DAKOTA 
CLASS: R-Sr, HEIGHT: 61" WEIGHT: 215 


STRONG POINTS: An FCS product with a good blend of 
size and athleticism, Reyes was dominant in college. He's an 
instinctive center fielder, showing the ability to read routes while 
keeping an eye on the backfield, He'll anticipate and close fast 
and therefore plays faster than his 40 time, and he does a nice 
job timing up his arrival with the ball. As a run defender, he has 
‘a knack for navigating through traffic and taking good angles. 


WEAK POINTS: Aside from concerns over level of competi- 
tion, Reyes is also middling as an athlete by NFL standards and 
won't be able to manipulate NFL quarterbacks the way he did 
FCS QBs. He's capable of covering as a man defender, but he 
has some stiffness as a mover and could be overmatched by ath- 
letic tight ends. He's not a violent tackler and doesn't play with 
the physical edge of a box safety. He also had injury problems 
throughout his collegiate career, so medicals are a concern. 


SUMMARY: He's an intriguing developmental prospect who 
could quarterback a secondary and make plays as a free defender. 


FINAL GRADE: 5th/6th round 
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Michael 
DICKSON (P) 


COLLEGE: TEXAS 
CLASS: Jr. HEIGHT: 6'2" WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: An Aussie import and reigning Ray Guy 
Award winner as college football's best punter, Dickson declared 
for the draft after finishing his UT career on a high note — a 
Texas Bowl MVP performance in which he pinned Missouri 
inside the 20 on 10 of his 11 punts. He's long, athletic and a 
technician when it comes to his drops; mishits were few and far 
between over his three seasons. He has the ability to hit for hang 
time but more often goes for length, consistently flipping the 
field. His approach is quick and efficient; he never had a punt 
blocked in college. 

WEAK POINTS: He's still coming along as a directional kicker, 
as Dickson is more about distance than direction at this point. 
He did not handle kickoff duties at Texas and is unproven in 
that capacity. 


SUMMARY: He's one of the better punting prospects to come 
out in recent years. Still relatively new to the craft, he has some 
upside left, plus the natural talent to be among the top half of 
the league's punters. 

th/Sth round 
Year G_Punts_—_—Y0S. AVG 


LONG 1B FC IN20__ file _BLKD 


“sees 
Daniel 
CARLSON (K) 


COLLEGE: AUBURN 
CLASS: R-Sr. HEIGHT: 6'5” WEIGHT; 215, 


STRONG POINTS: Carlson is a big kicker with the leg to 
match. When his swing is right, the ball explodes off his foot. 
He provided a weapon from deep for Auburn; his 13 field goals 
of 50-plus yards were six more than any other kicker had over 
the past four seasons, and he was one of only three kickers to hit 
better than 60 percent from beyond 50 during that span (min- 
imum eight attempts). He hit 88.6 percent from inside 50 over 
the past three seasons. He handled kickoffs and typically was 
able to blast the ball into or through the end zone. 

WEAK POINTS: Carlson is coming off a relatively disappoint- 
ing senior year (and also missed a short kick in the Senior Bowl), 
and his size might be working against him as far as repeating his 
approach and swing. His kickoffs tended to be line drives aimed 
for distance, while many NFL teams now want their kickoffs to 
pin opponents and force a return. 


SUMMARY: 


“arlson is capable of getting three points where 


other kickers can’t, but teams will have to decide whether they 
can live with some inconsistency. 


Bi 
SCOTT (P) 


COLLEGE: ALABAMA 
CLASS: Sr. HEIGHT: 65” WEIGHT: 205 


STRONG POINTS: Scott is a long-lever punter who is capable 
of flipping the field with distance but takes a more nuanced 
approach. He booms high, unreturnable punts, forcing fair catches 
and going for net rather than pure distance. He also has a variety 
of kicks and was the best in college football at pinning opponents 
deep in their own territory. He had only four touchbacks as a 
senior. He also handled kickoff duties full time for the first time 
last season, and he was a solid directional kicker. He held for field 
goals and showed good hands when adjusting to bad snaps. 


WEAK POINTS: He's far too slow with his approach. He had 
too many punts blocked, allowing one each of the last three 
seasons, and that was with superior athletes protecting him. 


SUMMARY: He needs to speed up his approach, or he’s not 
going to survive in the NFL. But if he does, Scott has the leg 
and the understanding of the craft to stick around for a while. 


FINAL GRADE: Sth/6th round 
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CARDINALS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 15 


10-VEAR FI IND DRAFT HISTORY 
Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Haason Reddick, LB © Temple 13 
2016 Robert Nkemdiche, DT Ole Miss 29 
2015 D.J.Humphries,OT Florida 24 
2014 Deone Bucannon,$S_— Washington State 27 
2013 Jonathan Cooper, OL North Carolina 7 
2012 Michael Floyd,WR Notre Dame 13 
2011 Patrick Peterson,CB LSU 5 
2010 Dan Williams, DT Tennessee 26 
2009 Beanie Wells, RB Ohio State 31 
2008 D. Rodgers-Cromartie, DB Tennessee State 16 
YEAR WIN TREND 
8-8 (3rd NFC West) 
7-8-1 (2nd NFC West) 
13-3 (1st NEC West) 
11-5 (2nd NFC West) 
2013: 10-6 (Grd NFC West) 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


QB ~ This year, there's no doubt about it: It’s time for the Cardinals to 
find Carson Palmer's replacement at quarterback. Palmer retires with a 
38-21-1 record as the starter in Arizona, having led some of the best 
teams in franchise history. But the end of his tenure was marred by a 
couple of serious injuries, and backups Blaine Gabbert and Drew Stanton 
gave little reason to believe they were suited for the starting role. Both are 
free agents, but at least one of the Gabbert-Stanton duo figures to return 
for backup duty behind a veteran free-agent signing, or to start temporar- 
ily while the Cardinals get a rookie signal caller up to speed. 

WR - Larry Fitzgerald continued to produce at the age of 34, posting his 
ninth career 1,000-yard season in 2017. But he’s starting to drop hints 
that he'll be walking away from the game in the near future, and the 
Cardinals need further help at wideout with or without him. John Brown 
had a disappointing fourth season as a pro in 2017, even putting aside 

the six games he missed to injury. Both he and Jaron Brown entered the 
offseason as free agents. Former fifth-round pick J.J. Nelson continued 
his solid play, but he’s primarily a deep threat and more suited to a reserve 
role at 5'10" and 160 pounds. 

OL- The front office figures to be proactive in making sure Palmer's 
replacement doesn't suffer the same fate — already a fragile player in his 
late 30s, Palmer was vulnerable to weak pass blocking from the Cardinals’ 
offensive line. Mike Iupati’s return from elbow surgery will provide an 
immediate boost to the guard position, but help is still needed elsewhere 
on the line, especially at left tackle. 

DB - Finding a No. 2 cornerback to pair with Patrick Peterson has 
become an annual task in Glendale in recent years. The Cardinals found a 
solution midway through 2017 when they slotted Tramon Williams into 
the lineup, but the veteran was on a one-year deal and will be 35 this up- 
coming season. It appears to be time for Arizona to invest in a permanent 
solution at the position. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


WR _11 Larry Fitzgerald 
WR 13 Jaron Brown (UFA) 
WR 12 John Brown (UFA) 
LT 74 D.J. Humphries 
LG 76 Mike lupati 

C 53 AQ. Shipley 

RG 71 Earl Watford (UFA) 
RT 68 Jared Veldheer 
TE 84 Jermaine Gresham 


NT _ 98 Corey Peters 
DE 92 Frostee Rucker (UFA) 
OLB 55 Chandler Jones 

ILB 20 Deone Bucannon 
ILB__56 Karlos Dansby (UFA) 
OLB 44 Markus Golden 

CB 21 Patrick Peterson 

CB 26 Brandon Williams 
SS 41 Antoine Bethea 

FS 32 Tyrann Mathieu 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

P 2 Andy Lee 

K 4 Phil Dawson 

LS 46 Aaron Brewer (UFA) 


QB 7 Blaine Gabbert (UFA) 
RB 31 David Johnson 
DEFENSE 

DE 97 Josh Mauro 


14 J.J. Nelson 
16 Chad Williams 


69 Will Holden 

75 Alex Boone (UFA) 

70 Evan Boehm 

70 Evan Boehm 

73 John Wetzel 

87 Troy Niklas (UFA) 

5 Drew Stanton (UFA) 
33 Kerwynn Williams (UFA)| 


72 Olsen Pierre 
95 Rodney Gunter 

90 Robert Nkemdiche 

54 Bryson Albright 

58 Scooby Wright 

43 Haason Reddick 

96 Kareem Martin (UFA) 
25 Tramon Williams (UFA) 
28 Justin Bethel (UFA) 

27 Tyvon Branch (UFA) 
36 Budda Baker 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: William V. Bidwill 
GM: Steve Keim 
Coach: Steve Wilks 


Peter Brouillet 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 26 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Takkarist McKinley, OLB. UCLA 26 
2016 Keanu Neal, SS Florida 7 
2015 Vic Beasley, OLB Clemson 8 
2014 Jake Matthews,OL Texas A&M. 6 
2013 Desmond Trufant, DB Washington 22 
2011 Julio Jones, WR Alabama 6 
2010 Sean Weatherspoon, LB Missouri 19 
2009  Peria Jerry, DT Ole Miss 24 
2008 Matt Ryan, QB Boston College 3 

Sam Baker, OL usc 21 


-YEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 10-6 (3rd NFC South) 
2016: 11-5 (1st NFC South) 
2015: 8-8 (2nd NFC South) 
2014: 6-10 (3rd NFC South) 
2013: 4-12 (3rd NFC South) 


On some positions along their offensive line, the Falcons are secure. 
Center Alex Mack, for example, is one of the league’s best and is signed 
through the 2020 season. At guard, however, the Falcons may be looking 
for some upgrades. Wes Schweitzer was an obvious weak spot in his first 
year as a starter in 2017. He'll be 25 this coming season and still has 
room to grow, but this is a roster that’s built to win now, not later. Andy 
Levitre was much more consistent opposite Schweitzer, but his season 
ended in December with a triceps injury. He'll be 32 with a cap hit of 
more than $8 million next season, which gives Falcons brass a decision to 
make, 


‘There's plenty to be excited about along the defensive front in 
Atlanta. Grady Jarrett emerged as a star at defensive tackle, posting 15 
tackles for a loss. Takkarist McKinley, the team’s first-round draft pick a 
year ago, surpassed expectations with six sacks during the regular season, 
and then notched one in each of the Falcons’ two playoff games. Vic 
Beasley is only one year removed from a 15.5-sack season, and he figures 
to be positioned primarily as a pass rusher once again in 2018. But there 
are questions about exactly which players the Falcons can afford to keep. 
In the same offseason when they'll be drawing up a new contract for 
quarterback Matt Ryan, they need to decide whether to re-sign Dontari 
Poe and Adrian Clayborn, each of whom is eligible for free agency after 
posting career years. 


‘The one-two punch of Devonta Freeman and Tevin Coleman in 
the backfield has helped make Atlanta's offense one of the NFL's most 
dynamic in recent seasons. Coleman's contract is up in 2019, though, and 
some other team could very well pay him to be its starter. The Falcons ap- 
peared to prepare for that future with the selection of running back Brian 
Hill in the fifth round of last spring’s draft but then cut him midway 
through the season. They may take another swing at a back in the later 
rounds this year. 


TAKKARIST MCKINLEY 


WR_ 11 Julio Jones 19 Andre Roberts (UFA) 
WR_ 12 Mohamed Sanu 14 Justin Hardy 

WR _ 18 Taylor Gabriel (UFA) 

LT 70 Jake Matthews 74 Ty Sambrailo 

LG 67 Andy Levitre 63 Ben Garland 

Cc 51 Alex Mack 63 Ben Garland 

RG 71 Wes Schweitzer 64 Sean Harlow 

RT 73 Ryan Schraeder 68 Austin Pasztor (UFA) 
TE 81 Austin Hooper 80 Levine Toilolo 

QB 2 Matt Ryan 8 Matt Schaub 

RB 24 Devonta Freeman __26 Tevin Coleman 

DE _ 50 Brooks Reed 99 Adrian Clayborn (UFA) 
DT 92 Dontari Poe (UFA) 79 Ahtyba Rubin (UFA) 
DT __97 Grady Jarrett 

DE 90 Derrick Shelby 98 Takkarist McKinley 
OLB 44 Vic Beasley 42 Duke Riley 

MLB_45 Deion Jones 56 Sean Weatherspoon (UFA) 
OLB 59 De'Vondre Campbell 42 Duke Riley 

CB 23 Robert Alford 33 Blidi Wreh-Wilson (UFA) 
CB _21 Desmond Trufant 34 Brian Poole 

SS _37 Ricardo Allen 27 Damontae Kazee 

FS 22 Keanu Neal 20 Sharrod Neasman 

P 5 Matt Bosher Owner: Arthur Blank 

kK 3 Matt Bryant (UFA)_| GM: Thomas Dimitroff 

LS 47 Josh Harris Coach Dan Guinn 
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feo BALTIMORE . 
RAVENS § 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 16 A 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Marlon Humphrey, CB Alabama 16 
2016 Ronnie Stanley,OT Notre Dame 6 
2015 Breshad Perriman, WR UCF 26 
2014 C.J. Mosley, LB Alabama 7 
2013 Matt Elam, DB Florida 32 
2011 Jimmy Smith, DB Colorado 27 
2009 Michael Oher, OL Ole Miss 23 
2008 Joe Flacco, QB Delaware 18 
YEAR WIN TREND 

2017: 9-7 (2nd AFC North) 

2016: 8-8 (2nd AFC North) 

2015: 5-11 (8rd AFC North) 

2014: 10-6 (3rd AFC North) 

2013: 8-8 (3rd AFC North) MARLON HUMPHREY 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


WR~ Baltimore's receiving corps ranked among the NFL's worst in 2017, 
with only one wideout (Mike Wallace) surpassing 500 yards and 29 other 
teams gaining more receiving yards among their wideouts. Baltimore 
drafted Breshad Perriman 26th overall in 2015, but he has failed to live 
up to his draft status, managing just 576 yards over his first three seasons. 
The Ravens will move forward with Joe Flacco at quarterback in 2018, 
and he remains in need of a big-time receiver. 


OLB ~ Every year the Ravens’ need of their next great pass rusher is a top- 
ic of discussion, but every year Terrell Suggs continues to fight off Father 
Time. Suggs put up another double-digit sack season in 2017, leading the 
team with 11. While second-year outside linebacker Matt Judon broke 
out with eight sacks, he and Suggs were the only two Ravens to generate 
pressure consistently. Suggs will turn 36 in October, and this could be the 


OFFSEASON 


OFFENSE 


WR 10 Chris Moore 
WR_17 Mike Wallace (UFA) 
WR 18 Jeremy Maclin 

LT 79 Ronnie Stanley 

LG 72 Alex Lewis 
C66 Ryan Jensen (UFA) 
RG 73 Marshal Yanda 

RT 77 Austin Howard 


H CHART 


12 Michael Campanaro (UFA) 
11 Breshad Perriman 

16 Quincy Adeboyejo 

74 James Hurst (UFA) 

61 Luke Bowanko (UFA) 
61 Luke Bowanko (UFA) 
68 Matt Skura 

74 James Hurst (UFA) 


TE 82 Benjamin Watson (UFA) 86 Nick Boyle 


QB 5 Joe Flacco 
RB__ 34 Alex Collins 


15 Ryan Mallett (UFA) 
30 Kenneth Dixon 


season the Ravens finally draft his successor. 


TE~ Despite having attempted to fill its need at tight end in both the 
draft and free agency in recent seasons, Baltimore has yet to fill the void 
created by Todd Heap’s departure after the 2010 season. The Ravens 
signed Ben Watson in 2016, but the 37-year-old is a free agent after hav- 
ing been limited by injury to 48 games over the past four seasons. They 
also drafted Maxx Williams in the second round and Nick Boyle in the 
fifth round in 2015, but neither has emerged as a go-to target. 

0G ~ The Ravens have a borderline future Hall of Famer at the position 
in Marshal Yanda, but he will turn 34 in September and is coming off a 
season-ending ankle fracture. Without Yanda, the Ravens struggled to get 


DEFENSE 

DE _ 98 Brandon Williams 
NT 97 Michael Pierce 
DE 94 Carl Davis 

OLB 55 Terrell Suggs 
ILB__57 C.J, Mosley 

ILB_ 48 Patrick Onwuasor 
OLB 99 Matt Judon 

CB 22 Jimmy Smith 

CB 24 Brandon Carr 

SS _ 23 Tony Jefferson 
FS 32 Eric Weddle 


69 Willie Henry 
93 Chris Wormley 
92 Bronson Kaufusi 
90 Za'Darius Smith 
50 Albert McClellan 
51 Kamalei Correa 
54 Tyus Bowser 

26 Maurice Canady 
29 Marlon Humphrey 
41 Anthony Levine 
21 Lardarius Webb 


consistent production from their interior lineman. They leaned on 2016 
undrafted free agent Matt Skura and veteran James Hurst, but neither 
played at a particularly high level in 2017. Yanda is expected back for 
another season in 2018, but he could use some help, and the Ravens could 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


P 4 Sam Koch 
K 9 Justin Tucker 
LS 46 Morgan Cox 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Stephen Bisciotti 
GM: Ozzie Newsome 
Coach: John Harbaugh 


use some insurance at guard. 
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BUFFALO 


2018 First-Round Picks: Nos. 21, 22 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Tre'Davious White, CB LSU 27 
2016 Shaq Lawson, DE Clemson 19 
2014 Sammy Watkins, WR Clemson 4 
2013 EJ Manuel, QB Florida State 16 
2012 Stephon Gilmore,CB South Carolina 10 
2011 Marcell Dareus, DL Alabama 3 
2010 C.J. Spiller, RB Clemson 9 
2009 Aaron Maybin, DE Penn State an) 
Eric Wood, OL Louisville 28 
2008 Leodis McKelvin, DB Troy an) 

9-7 (2nd AFC East) 

7-9 (3rd AFC East) 

8-8 (3rd AFC East) 

9-7 (2nd AFC East) 

TOES TREDAVIOUS WHITE 


QB ~ The Bills enter April’s draft holding the 21st and 22nd (via Chiefs) 
overall picks in the first round after being a surprise playoff team in 2017. 
‘That makes finding a franchise quarterback a bit more difficult, although 
not impossible, as they have the ammunition to move up. Plus, there's 
always the possibility that a future star will fall to them at their current 
draft position. The Bills never seemed sold on Tyrod Taylor as their 
long-term answer, and the structure of Taylor's contract makes it easy for 
Buffalo to cut 


WR ~ No team produced fewer yards at the wideout position in 2017 
than the Bills. The team let Robert Woods, their 2016 leading receiver, 
walk to the Rams in free agency, and Buffalo traded former first-rounder 
Sammy Watkins to the Rams as well. The Bills then brought in wideouts 
Jordan Matthews and Kelvin Benjamin via trade, both of whom had 
more downs than ups in 2017. Buffalo spent a 2017 second-round pick 
on wideout Zay Jones, who showed nothing as a rookie to suggest that he 
had the ability to become an impact receiver in the NFL. 

DT ~ The Bills traded Pro Bowler Marcell Dareus to the Jaguars in Octo- 
ber, which will put them in the market for an interior defensive lineman 
in April. While first-year head coach Sean McDermott did an admirable 
job with his team’s defense in 2017, the unit ranked 29th against the run. 
Buffalo stalwart Kyle Williams, who turns 35 this spring, is a free agent 
this offseason. 


LB ~ ‘The Bills’ linebacker group has been a revolving door. Middle 
linebacker Preston Brown, who finished tied for the NFL lead with 144 
total tackles in 2017, is due to hit the open market. While Brown might 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


not demand a top-of-the-market contract, the 25-year-old is expected to 
have suitors. Behind Brown, rookie Matt Milano played well for a fifth- 
round pick, but he was on the field for only 40.6 percent of the team’s 
defensive snaps. Veteran Ramon Humber, who last year saw more playing 


time than in any of his previous eight NFL seasons, is a free agent. 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Kelvin Benjamin 18 Andre Holmes 

WR 11 Zay Jones 87 Jordan Matthews (UFA) 
LT 77 Cordy Glenn 73 Dion Dawkins 

LG 64 Richie Incognito 60 Adam Redmond 
C72 Ryan Groy 60 Adam Redmond 

RG 62 Vlad Ducasse 76 John Miller 

RT 79 Jordan Mills 66 Seantrel Henderson (UFA) 
TE 85 Charles Clay 84 Nick O'Leary 

QB 5 Tyrod Taylor 2 Nathan Peterman 

FB 42 Patrick DiMarco 35 Mike Tolbert 

RB 25 LeSean McCoy 39 Travaris Cadet (UFA) 
DEFENSE 

DE _ 55 Jerry Hughes 56 Ryan Davis 

DT 95 Kyle Williams (UFA) 91 Cedric Thornton (UFA) 
DT 92 Adolphus Washington 94 Rickey Hatley 

DE __ 90 Shaq Lawson 54 Eddie Yarbrough 

OLB 58 Matt Milano 50 Ramon Humber (UFA) 
MLB 52 Preston Brown (UFA) 40 Tanner Vallejo 

OLB 57 Lorenzo Alexander 44. Deon Lacey 

CB 27 Tre'Davious White 20 Shareece Wright (UFA) 
CB 28 E.J.Gaines(UFA) 24 Leonard Johnson (UFA) 
SS__ 23 Micah Hyde 33. Colt Anderson (UFA) 
FS 21 Jordan Poyer 29 Shamarko Thomas (UFA) 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

P 6 Colton Schmidt Owners: Kim & Terry Pegula 
K 4 Stephen Hauschka | GM: Brandon Beane 

LS 69 Reid Ferguson Coach: Sean McDermott 
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CARL! 


~ PANTHERS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 24 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


WR ~ The Panthers got a good deal when they traded Kelvin Benjamin to 
the Bills for third- and seventh-round picks in this draft, considering they 
appeared hesitant to sign Benjamin to a long-term deal. But the short- 
term effect of the transaction was that Carolina suddenly became very 
thin among an already below-average receiving corps. Devin Funchess 
ascended to the No. 1 role, which proved to be a bit of a stretch. Beyond 
him on the depth chart, meanwhile, the cupboard is almost completely 
bare. Wideouts accounted for only nine of Cam Newton's 24 comple- 
tions in the Panthers’ playoff loss to New Orleans. Rookie Curtis Samuel 
showed promise before suffering a season-ending injury in November. 
B~ After surprisingly allowing Josh Norman to sign with the Redskins, 
Carolina selected three cornerbacks in the 2016 draft, including James 
Bradberry and Daryl Worley in the second and third rounds, respectively. 
‘The results have been mixed. Bradberry was the 10th corner selected in 
that draft but had one of the better 2016 seasons among rookies at the 
position. And while he struggled at times this past year, he remains firmly 
established as the Panthers’ top cornerback. Worley has generally been a 
liability in coverage. The Panthers traded for Kevon Seymour before the 
season to help plug the gaps, but he wasn't any better. They're still looking 
for someone dependable to line up across from Bradberry. 

S~ Mike Adams and Kurt Coleman are a solid duo at safety, but Adams 
is now 37, and Coleman missed time with an injury this past season. 
Jairus Byrd, brought in as a free agent while Coleman was out, was on a 
one-year deal and is far past his prime. Adams has one year left on his 
contract, and a potential long-term replacement at strong safety would 
benefit from a season under his tutelage. 

DL ~ Julius Peppers further built upon an already legendary Panthers 
legacy in his age-37 season in 2017, but his retirement surely looms near. 
He and game-changing defensive tackle Star Lotulelei both entered the 
offseason as free agents. 
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AR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 
Year — Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Christian McCaffrey, RB Stanford 8 
2016 Vernon Butler, DT Louisiana Tech 30 
2015 Shaq Thompson, OLB Washington 25 
2014 Kelvin Benjamin, WR Florida State 28 
2013 Star Lotulelei, DL Utah 14 
2012 Luke Kuechly, LB Boston College 9 
2011 Cam Newton, QB Auburn 
2008 Jonathan Stewart,RB = Oregon 13 
Jeff Otah, OL Pittsburgh 19 
YEAR WIN TREND 
11-5 (T-1st NFC South) 
6-10 (4th NFC South) 
15-1 (1st NFC South) 
7-8-1 (1st NFC South) 
ADS T IZA SEN ROBO CHRISTIAN MCCAFFREY 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHA 


OFFENSE 

WR ___17 Devin Funchess 10 Curtis Samuel 

WR _ 12 Kaelin Clay 18 Damiere Byrd 
T__75 Matt Kalil 65 Amini Silatolu (UFA) 
LG 68 Andrew Norwell (UFA) 73 Greg Van Roten 
C67 Ryan Kalil 69 Tyler Larsen 

RG 70 Trai Turner 73 Greg Van Roten 

RT 60 Daryl Williams 72 Taylor Moton 

TE 88 Greg Olsen 84 Ed Dickson (UFA) 
QB 1 Cam Newton 3 Derek Anderson (UFA) 
RB 28 Jonathan Stewart 34 Cameron Artis-Payne 
RB 22 Christian McCaffrey 43 Fozzy Whittaker 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 Julius Peppers (UFA) 91 Bryan Cox Jr. 

DT _ 98 Star Lotulelei (UFA) _93 Kyle Love 

DT 99 Kawann Short 92 Vernon Butler 

DE _97 Mario Addison 96 Wes Horton 

OLB 54 Shaq Thompson 

MLB 59 Luke Kuechly 55 David Mayo 

OLB 58 Thomas Davis 57 Andrew Gachkar (UFA) 
CB 24 James Bradberry 41 Captain Munnerlyn 
CB 26 Daryl Worley 27 Kevon Seymour 

SS 29 Mike Adams 31 Jairus Byrd (UFA) 

FS 20 Kurt Coleman 42 Colin Jones 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

i 5 Michael Palardy Owner: Jerry Richardson 
K___9 Graham Gano (UFA)| GM: Marty Hurney 

tS 44 J.J. Jansen Coach: Ron Rivera 


= 
2 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 8 


10-VEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Mitchell Trubisky,QB North Carolina 2 
2016 Leonard Floyd, OLB Georgia 9 
2015 Kevin White, WR West Virginia 7 
2014 Kyle Fuller, DB Virginia Tech 14 
2013 Kyle Long, OL Oregon 20 
2012 SheaMcClellin,DL Boise State 19 
2011 Gabe Carimi, OL Wisconsin 29 
2008 Chris Williams, OL Vanderbilt 14 
YEAR WIN TREND 

2017: 5-11 (4th NFC North) 

2016: 3-13 (4th NFC North) 

2015: 6-10 (4th NFC North) 

2014: 5-11 (4th NFC North) 

2013: 8-8 (2nd NFC North) 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


WR - It's crucial to the development of young QBs like Mitchell Tru- 
bisky that they have strong targets to throw to, but right now the Bears 
have arguably the NFL's weakest group of wide receivers, “Bust” might 
be the wrong word for 2015 No. 7 overall draft choice Kevin White, 

since he’s never gotten the chance to prove himself on the field due to a 
series of season-ending injuries. Cameron Meredith seemed primed to 
take over the No. 1 spot on the depth chart this past season after Alshon 
Jeffery left town, but he joined White on IR for the whole year. The guys 
who were on the field for Chicago — Kendall Wright, Josh Bellamy and 
Dontrelle Inman — are all eligible for free agency this offsea 


n. 


OT - Protecting Trubisky should be an equal priority for the Bears along- 
side giving him weapons. They're set at left tackle with Charles Leno, 
whom they signed to a four-year extension last August. The question 

is on the other side of the line. Bobby Massie signed a three-year deal 
before the 2016 season, and he has underperformed in his two seasons in 
Chicago. Cutting Massie would open up over $5.5 million in cap space 
and also give the Bears the opportunity to explore some better options at 
right tackle, 


CB - Kyle Fuller has seen highs and lows on the field since the Bears 
drafted him in the first round of the 2014 draft, but the 2017 season 
was unquestionably a high point. After the Bears declined to pick up 
his fifth-year option, Fuller went out and played the best football of his 
career as one of the NFC’s best cornerbacks. He did so opposite veteran 
Prince Amukamara, who was proving himself on a one-year contra 
Now both Fuller and Amukamara are free agents, and Chicago will likely 
find itself needing to replace at least one of them. 


TE- Zach Miller's career is likely over after the veteran suffered a midsea- 
son leg injury that nearly necessitated an amputation. Rookie Adam Sha- 
heen showed the most promise of the backups who replaced his snaps, 
but Chicago could still use both skill and experience at the position, 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Kendall Wright (UFA) 
WR 11 Kevin White 

WR __81 Cameron Meredith 


LT 72 Charles Leno 
LG 71 Josh Sitton 
C65 Cody Whitehair 
RG 75 Kyle Long 

RT 70 Bobby Massie 
TE 88 Dion Sims 

QB 10 Mitchell Trubisky 
RB 24 Jordan Howard 


12 Markus Wheaton 
15 Josh Bellamy (UFA) 
17 Dontrelle Inman (UFA) 
79 Bradley Sowell (UFA) 
63 Cameron Lee 
55 Hroniss Grasu 
64 Eric Kush 
76 Tom Compton (UFA) 
87 Adam Shaheen 

8 Mike Glennon 
29 Tarik Cohen 


DEFENSE 

DE 96 Akiem Hicks 

NT 91 Eddie Goldman 
DE 90 Jonathan Bullard 
OLB 97 Willie Young 

ILB 50 Jerrell Freeman 

ILB_ 59 Danny Trevathan 
OLB 94 Leonard Floyd 


CB 23 Kyle Fuller (UFA 
SS 38 Adrian Amos 
FS 39 Eddie Jackson 


CB 20 Prince Amukamara (UFA) 37 Bryce Callahan 


95 Roy Robertson-Harris 
98 Mitch Unrein (UFA) 
69 Rashaad Coward 

92 Pernell McPhee 

44 Nick Kwiatkowski 

52 Christian Jones (UFA) 
99 Lamarr Houston (UFA) 


31 Marcus Cooper) 
26 Deon Bush 
21 Quintin Demps 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

P___16 Pat O'Donnell (UFA) 
K___1. Mike Nugent (UFA) 
LS 49 Andrew DePaola (UFA) 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: George H. McCaskey 
GM: Ryan Pace 
Coach: Matt Nagy 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 12 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 John Ross, WR Washington 9 
2016 William Jackson III, CB Houston 24 
2015 Cedric Ogbuehi, OT Texas A&M 21 
2014 Darqueze Dennard, DB Michigan State 24 
2013 Tyler Eifert, TE Notre Dame 21 
2012 Dre Kirkpatrick, DB Alabama 7 

Kevin Zeitler, OL Wisconsin. 27 
2011 AJ. Green, WR Georgia 4 
2010 Jermaine Gresham, TE Oklahoma 21 
2009 Andre Smith, OL Alabama 6 
2008 Keith Rivers, LB usc 4 


‘YEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 7-9 (3rd AFC North) 
2016: 6-9-1 (3rd AFC North) 
2015: 12-4 (1st AFC North) 
2014: 10-5-1 (2nd AFC North) 
2013: 11-5 (1st AFC North) JOHN ROSS 


Cincinnati's offensive line went through a complete overhaul in 
2017 after the team let veteran starters Andrew Whitworth and Kevin 
Zeitler walk in free agency last offseason. While the group struggled in 
both run blocking and pass protection, its performance in the running 
game i F ined fewer yards on the 
ite a Cincinnati running back corps that featured 
three former second-round draft picks in Joe Mixon (2017), Jeremy Hill 
(2014) and Giovani Bernard (2013). Although Cincinnati has invested 
draft capital in its offensive line over the last few years, the group could 
use upgrades in multiple spots. 


Outside of volatile Pro Bowler Vontaze Burfict, whom the Bengals 
locked up in September, Cincinnati is thin at linebacker. Suspension and 
injury limited Burfict to 10 games in 2017, which resulted in Nick Vigil, 
a third-round pick in 2016, often being overmatched while leading the 
group with 759 snaps. Jordan Evans, a 2017 sixth-round pick, wasn't 
called upon to play significant snaps until late in the season. 


‘The good news for the Bengals is that second-year cornerback 
William Jackson IIT appears to be an emerging star. After missing his 
entire rookie season due to a torn pec, Jackson returned in 2017 to allowa 
passer rating of just 36.1 on throws into his coverage. Fourth-year corner 
Darqueze Dennard also looks like a keeper, but he has only one year 
remaining on his contract. The Bengals lack depth at corner outside of 
those two, as they'll likely move on from veteran Adam Jones and 2012 
first-round pick Dre Kirkpatrick. 

‘Tyler Eifert is one of the NFLs most complete tight ends when 
healthy, but he has been on the field for just 39 of Cincinnati’s 80 reg- 
ular-season games since the team selected him in the first round of the 
2013 draft. He is a free agent who last October underwent the third back 
surgery of his career. Veterans Tyler Kroft and C.J. Uzomah are capable 
backups, but neither is an impact player in the passing game. 


148 | ATHLON SPORTS NFL DRAFT GUIDE 


WR_ 18 A.J. Green 15 John Ross 

WR _ 11 Brandon LaFell 83 Tyler Boyd 

LT 70 Cedric Ogbuehi 73 Eric Winston (UFA) 
LG 65 Clint Boling 63 Christian Westerman 
C61 Russell Bodine (UFA) 66 Trey Hopkins 

RG 71 Andre Smith (UFA) 66 Trey Hopkins 

RT 74 Jake Fisher 73 Eric Winston (UFA) 
TE 85 Tyler Eifert (UFA) 81 Tyler Kroft 

HB 89 Ryan Hewitt 87 C.J. Uzomah 

QB 14 Andy Dalton 5 AJ McCarron 

RB 28 Joe Mixon 25 Giovani Bernard 
DE _ 96 Carlos Dunlap 94. Chris Smith (UFA) 
NT _ 92 Pat Sims (UFA) 99 Andrew Billings 
DT 97 Geno Atkins 98 Ryan Glasgow 
DE__90 Michael Johnson 75 Jordan Willis 

OLB 59 Nick Vigil 58 Carl Lawson 

MLB 51 Kevin Minter (UFA) 57 Vincent Rey 

OLB 55 Vontaze Burfict 50 Jordan Evans 

CB 21 Darqueze Dennard _27 Dre Kirkpatrick 

CB 22 William Jackson Ill___24 Adam Jones 

SS 36 Shawn Williams 42 Clayton Fejedelem 
FS 43 George loka 26 Josh Shaw 
P10 Kevin Huber (UFA) | Owner: Mike Brown 

K 4 Randy Bullock Player Personnel: Duke Tobin 
LS 46 Clark Harris 


Coach: Marvin Lewis 


Tom Lynn 


CLEVELAND 
BROWNS 


2018 First-Round Picks: Nos. 1, 4 


10-VEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Myles Garrett, DE Texas A&M 1 
Jabrill Peppers, S Michigan 25 
David Njoku, TE Miami (Fla.) 29 
2016 Corey Coleman, WR Baylor 15 
2015 Danny Shelton, DT Washington 12 
Cameron Erving,C ‘Florida State 19 
2014 Justin Gilbert, DB Oklahoma State 8 
Johnny Manziel,QB Texas A&M 22 
2013 Barkevious Mingo, DL LSU 6 
2012 Trent Richardson, RB Alabama 3 
Brandon Weeden, QB Oklahoma State 22 
2011 Phil Taylor, DL Baylor 2 
2010 Joe Haden, DB Florida 7 
2009 Alex Mack, OL California 21 
5-VEAR WIN TREND 
2017: 0-16 (ath AFC North) 
2016: 1-15 (ath AFC North) 
2015: 3-13 (Ath AFC North) 
2014: 7-9 (4th AFC North) 
2013: 4-12 (4th AFC North) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


QB - The Browns have had 28 different starting quarterbacks since 1999, 
by far the most in the NFL over that span. DeShone Kizer, a sec- 
ond-round pick in 2017, started 15 games but actually seemed to regress 
rather than showing any signs of improvement as Cleveland’s winless 
season wore on. It’s highly likely that the Browns will use their 2018 top 
overall pick on another quarterback. 


RB~ Although Duke Johnson is one of the NFL’ better receiving backs, 
ranking third among running backs with 693 receiving yards in 2017, he 
offers little as a between-the-tackles runner. That role has belonged to 
Isaiah Crowell the past couple of seasons, but he’s a free agent. With the 
Browns still in rebuild mode, they'll likely let Crowell walk, which would 
create a clear need for an early down thumper to pair with Johnson. 


OT~ The Browns upgraded the interior of their offensive line last offsea 
son, adding veteran guard Kevin Zeitler and center JC Tretter. They also 
have a future Hall of Famer at left tackle in Joe Thomas, who underwent 
surgery in October to repair a torn triceps tendon. The Browns gave 
‘Thomas a $3 million raise last November, which put him on track to be 
the highest-paid offensive lineman in the NFL in 2018 at $13.5 million, 
but the 33-year-old has indicated that with one year left on his contract, 
his time is likely up next offseason. Cleveland needs an upgrade at right 
tackle over Shon Coleman, a third-round pick in 2016 who has been 
overmatched in the NFL, and third-year tackle Spencer Drango, who 
struggled last season while filling in for Thomas. Zach Banner, a 2017 
fourth-round pick, played just 27 snaps as a rookie. 

€B - Cleveland relied heavily on veterans Jamar Taylor and Jason 
McCourty as their outside cornerbacks in 2017. Taylor signed a three- 
year deal in 2016, and McCourty will be a 31-year-old in the final year 
of his contract when the 2018 season gets underway. Third-year corner 
Briean Boddy-Calhoun looks like a potential find for Cleveland, but he 
has thus far been limited primarily to the slot. 


WR 12 Josh Gordon 
19 Corey Coleman 
LT 73 Joe Thomas 
LG 75 Joel Bitonio 
C64 JC Tretter 

RG 70 Kevin Zeitler 
RT 72 Shon Coleman 
TE 85 David Njoku 
QB 7 DeShone Kizer 
RB__ 34 Isaiah Crowell (UFA) 
FB 40 Dan Vitale 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


80 Ricardo Louis 
81 Rashard Higgins 
66 Spencer Drango 


62 Austin Reiter 

79 Geoff Gray 

77 Zach Banner 

87 Seth DeValve 
8 Kevin Hogan 

29 Duke Johnson 


DE _ 95 Myles Garrett 
DT _ 93 Trevon Coley 
DT _ 55 Danny Shelton 
DE 90 Emmanuel Ogbah 
51 Jamie Collins 
53 Joe Schobert 
58 Christian Kirksey 
CB 30 Jason McCourty 
B21 Jamar Taylor 

SS 22 Jabrill Peppers 
FS 43 Kai Nacua 


44 Nate Orchard 

65 Larry Ogunjobi 

99 Caleb Brantley 

94 Carl Nassib 

52 James Burgess 

50 B.J. Bello 

54 Dominique Alexander 
41 Mike Jordan 

20 Briean Boddy-Calhoun 
36 Derron Smith 

39 Justin Currie 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
P 4 Britton Colquitt 
K 5 Zane Gonzalez 


LS 47 Charley Hughlett 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Jimmy Haslam 
GM: John Dorsey 
Coach: Hue Jackson 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 19 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Taco Charlton, DE Michigan 28 
2016 Ezekiel Elliott, RB Ohio State 4 
2015 Byron Jones, CB Connecticut 27 
2014 Zack Martin, OL Notre Dame 16 
2013 Travis Frederick, OL Wisconsin 31 
2012 Morris Claiborne,DB LSU 6 
2011 Tyron Smith, OL USC 9 
2010 Dez Bryant, WR Oklahoma State 24 
2008 Felix Jones, RB Arkansas 22 
Mike Jenkins, DB South Florida 25 
2017: 9-7 (2nd NFC East) 
2016: 13-3 (ist NFC East) 
2015: 4-12 (4th NFC East) 
2014: 12-4 (ist NFC East) 4 
2013: 8-8 (2nd NFC East) TACO CHARLTON 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OL- In 2016, the Dalla 
best in recent memory. But in 2017, the line started to show cracks that 
the team could stand to fill. There was the issue of depth: When left tackle 
Tyron Smith went down with an injury, Falcons defensive end Adrian 
Clayborn notched six sacks in a single game against backups Chaz Green 
and Byron Bell. There's room for upgrades among the starting five as well. 
Former guard Lael Collins was playing right tackle for the first time this 
past season, and while he was decent, there’s been some talk of moving 
him back inside. Left guard Jonathan Cooper wasn't exactly inspiring in 
his play, either, and his contract expired after the season. 


LB- Sean Lee has played only 57 of a possible 96 regular-season games 
over the past six seasons and turns 32 in July, so it seems to be the right 
time for Dallas to begin the search for the next centerpiece of its defense. 
Anthony Hitchens had a breakout season in his fourth year as a pro, and 
he entered the offseason primed for a big-time payday in free agency. If 
he were to head elsewhere, the Cowboys would be hard-pressed to find 

a replacement who could immediately match his level of production. 
Rookie Jaylon Smith’s return from an ACL tear late in his college career 
was inspiring, but how effective he'll be as a pro remains to be seen. 

DB ~ ‘The Cowboys still need playmakers at corner and safety after fin- 
ishing 24th in the NFL with only 10 interceptions last season. Nobody's 
spot is guaranteed: There’s speculation that safety Byron Jones could be 
moved to corner, and that corner Orlando Scandrick could possibly be 
cut to free up cap space. 

TE- Dak Prescott thrives off of completing intermediate passes, and hav- 
ing a skilled, veteran tight end in Jason Witten has aided his development 
over his first two seasons. But Witten was the second-oldest Cowboy in 
2017 — second only to the long snapper — and there’s a chance that this 
upcoming season, his 16th in Dallas, could be his last. Prescott could use 
another talented pass catcher at this position. 
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s offensive line earned a reputation as one of the UU UNUMET MAE UH 


OFFENSE 

WR _ 88 Dez Bryant 19 Brice Butler (UFA) 
WR_ 83 Terrance Williams 85 Noah Brown 

WR_ 11 Cole Beasley 10 Ryan Switzer 
77 Tyron Smith 75 Byron Bell (UFA) 
LG 64 Jonathan Cooper (UFA) 78 Kadeem Edwards 
C__ 72 Travis Frederick 73 Joe Looney (UFA) 
RG 70 Zack Martin 73 Joe Looney (UFA) 
RT 71 La’el Collins 75 Byron Bell (UFA) 
TE 82 Jason Witten 87 Geoff Swaim 

QB 4 Dak Prescott 7 Cooper Rush 

RB 21 Ezekiel Elliott 45 Rod Smith 
DEFENSE 

DE _ 90 Demarcus Lawrence (UFA) 93 Benson Mayowa 
DT 9% Maliek Collins 92 Brian Price 

DT 95 David Irving 76 Richard Ash 

DE _98 Tyrone Crawford 97 Taco Charlton 
OLB 59 Anthony Hitchens (UFA) 51 Kyle Wilber (UFA) 
MLB _54 Jaylon Smith 59 Anthony Hitchens (UFA)| 
OLB 50 Sean Lee 57 Damien Wilson 
CB 27 Jourdan Lewis 32 Orlando Scandrick 
CB 24 Chidobe Awuzie 30 Anthony Brown 
SS__38 Jeff Heath 35 Kavon Frazier 

FS 31 Byron Jones 25 Xavier Woods 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

P 6 Chris Jones Owner: Jerry Jones 

K 5 Dan Bailey GM: Jerry Jones 

LS 91 LP Ladouceur(UFA)! Coach: Jason Garrett 


§ 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 5 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Garett Bolles, OT Utah 20 
2016 Paxton Lynch, OB Memphis 26 
2015 Shane Ray, DE Missouri 23 
2014 Bradley Roby, DB Ohio State 31 
2013 Sylvester Williams, DL_ North Carolina 28 
2011 Von Miller, LB Texas A&M 2 
2010 Demaryius Thomas, WR Georgia Tech 22 
Tim Tebow, QB Florida 25 
2009 Knowshon Moreno, RB Georgia 12 
Robert Ayers, DL Tennessee 18 
2008 Ryan Clady, OL Boise State 12 
2017: 5-11 (4th AFC West) 
2016: 9-7 (3rd AFC West) 
2015: 12-4 (Ist AFC West) 
2014: 12-4 (Ist AFC West) 
2013: 13-3 (Ist AFC West) BARETT BOLLES 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


QB ~ Although a quarterback is certainly in play for the Broncos with the 
2018 draft’s fifth overall pick, it wouldn't be surprising if Denver instead 
went the free agency route after having invested the 26th overall pick 

in 2016 on Paxton Lynch. A combination of injuries and ineffectiveness 
has limited Lynch to just four starts over two seasons. Although Trevor 
Siemian has received the majority of the Broncos’ starts over the past 
couple of years, the 2015 seventh-round pick has shown that he is not the 
long-term solution. 


OL~ Only Houston and Indianapolis allowed more sacks than the 52 

the Broncos gave up in 2017. Last year’s first-round pick, Garett Bolles, 
struggled in pass protection while starting all 16 games as a rookie, but he 
was solid in the run game. Meanwhile, veteran tackle Donald Stephen- 
son was limited by injury to seven games, and Menelik Watson, who has 
yet to play more than 12 games in any one of his five NFL seasons, was 
placed on injured reserve early last November. The spot at which Denver 
most desperately needs an upgrade, in addition to right tackle, is left 
guard. Right guard Ron Leary is the only serviceable guard on the roster. 


ILB ~ The Broncos’ attacking 3-4 scheme has been the backbone of this 
defense since defensive coordinator Wade Phillips installed the blueprint 
in their Super Bowl-winning season of 2015. While veterans Todd Davis 
and Brandon Marshall shoulder the load at the two starting inside line~ 
backer spots, Davis is a free agent this offseason. Meanwhile, Marshall’s 
play regressed in 2017. 

WR -~ Since Emmanuel Sanders arrived in Denver prior to the 2014 
season, no receiving duo has put up more receiving yards than the 9,081 
for which Sanders and Demaryius Thomas have combined. Although the 
Broncos have both Sanders and Thomas signed through the 2019 season, 
Sanders will turn 31 before the start of the 2018 season, while Thomas 
will turn 31 before the end of the year. The Broncos would benefit from 
adding young talent to a receiving corps that lacks depth. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHA 


OFFENSE 


RT 


WR__ 88 Demaryius Thomas 16 Bennie Fowler 
WR__10 Emmanuel Sanders _14 Cody Latimer (UFA) 


LT 72 Garett Bolles 
LG 76 Max Garcia 
C61 Matt Paradis 

RG 65 Ron Leary 

RT 75 Menelik Watson 
TE _ 85 Virgil Green (UFA) 
QB 12 Paxton Lynch 

RB 22 C.J. Anderson 

FB 32 Andy Janovich 


71 Donald Stephenson (UFA) 
73 Allen Barbre (UFA) 

60 Connor McGovern 

64 J.J. Dielman 

71 Donald Stephenson (UFA) 
82 Jeff Heuerman 

13 Trevor Siemian 

23 Devontae Booker 


DEFENSE 
DE 95 Derek Wolfe 

NT 94 Domata Peko 
DE 93 Jared Crick (UFA) 
OLB 58 Von Miller 

ILB 54 Brandon Marshall 
ILB 51 Todd Davis (UFA) 
OLB 56 Shane Ray 

CB 21 Agib Talib 

CB 25 Chris Harris 

SS 31 Justin Simmons 
FS 26 Darian Stewart 


92 Zach Kerr 

90 Kyle Peko 

99 Adam Gotsis 

57 DeMarcus Walker 
52 Corey Nelson (UFA) 
50 Zaire Anderson 
48 Shaquil Barrett 
29 Bradley Roby 

27 Brendan Langley 
34 Will Parks 

31 Justin Simmons 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

P__9 Riley Dixon 
K__8 Brandon McManu: 
LS 42 Casey Kreiter 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Pat Bowlen 
S| GM: John Elway 
Coach: Vance Joseph 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 20 


10-VEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Jarrad Davis, LB Florida 21 
2016 Taylor Decker, OT Ohio State 16 
2015 Laken Tomlinson,G Duke 28 
2014 Eric Ebron, TE North Carolina 10 
2013 Ziggy Ansah, DL BYU 5 
2012 Riley Reiff, OL lowa 23 
2011 Nick Fairley, DL Aubum 13 
2010 Ndamukong Suh,DL — Nebraska 2 

Jahvid Best, RB California 30 
2009 Matthew Stafford, QB Georgia 1 


Brandon Pettigrew, TE Oklahoma State 20 
2008 Gosder Cherilus, OL Boston College 17 


‘AR WIN TREND 


2017: 9-7 (2nd NFC North) 
2016: 9-7 (2nd NFC North) 
2015: 7-9 (rd NFC North) 
2014: 11-5 (2nd NFC North) 
2013: 7-9 (3rd NFC North) 


JARRAD DAVIS 


PRIORITIES. 

been more than four years since a Lions running back has had 
100 rushing yards in a game. Detroit finished last in the NFL in rushing 
yards in 2017 by a relatively wide margin, and the Lions were also last in 
average yards per carry. The fact that Detroit went 9-7 despite that sug- 
gests that this is likely a playoff team if it can add balance to its offense. 
Ameer Abdullah ostensibly has been the feature back for multiple seasons 
now, but it’s clear he has neither the ability nor the durability to fill that 
role. Theo Riddick is a decent pass-catching back who offers little in the 
way of versatility. Tion Green had his moments as an undrafted rookie, 
but he’s no better than a reserve. 


€- Detroit's rushing problems start along the front. The play of center 
Travis Swanson declined last year, and for the second straight season he 
missed multiple games due to concussions. With Swanson having entered 
the offseason as a free agent, the Lions could bring in a new center or 
shift other starters along the line and fill in the gaps elsewhere. 

DL ~ Detroit finished 20th in sacks in 2017, and new head coach Matt 
Patricia’s team could use some more oomph in the pass rush. How the 
Lions handle two marquee free agents along their defensive front, Ziggy 
Ansah and Haloti Ngata, will determine the rest of their offseason moves. 
Ansah is easily the team’s best pass rusher, but he'll be requesting the 
long, expensive contract to match that status despite going sackless in 19 
of the 27 games he’s played over the past two regular seasons. Ngata can 
still anchor a defensive line in the middle, but that might not be the case 
much longer for the 34-year-old. 

LB = Jarrad Davis stepped in as the starting middle linebacker to start his 
rookie season after having been selected in the 2017 draft's first round, 
and he looks like the future leader of this Lions defense. Outside of him, 
though, there’s plenty of uncertainty in this linebacking corps. No one 
else is much of an impact player, and starting OLBs Tahir Whitehead 
and Paul Worrilow saw their contracts expire after this past season. 
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OFFENSE 

WR 19 Kenny Golladay 15 Golden Tate 

WR_ 11 Marvin Jones 13 TJ Jones 

LT _ 68 Taylor Decker 72 Brian Mihalik 

LG 60 Graham Glasgow __62 Don Barclay (UFA) 

C___ 64 Travis Swanson (UFA) 

RG 76 T.J. Lang 66 Joe Dahl 

RT 71 Rick Wagner 70 Corey Robinson 

TE 85 Eric Ebron 87 Darren Fells (UFA) 
QB 9 Matthew Stafford 14 Jake Rudock 

RB 21 Ameer Abdullah 34 Zach Zenner 

RB 25 Theo Riddick 38 Tion Green 
DEFENSE 

DE _ 69 Anthony Zettel 90 Comelius Washington 
DT 91 Shawn Robinson _ 55 Christian Ringo 

DT 92 Haloti Ngata (UFA) 97 Akeem Spence 

DE 94 Ziggy Ansah (UFA) 61 Kerry Hyder 

OLB 59 Tahir Whitehead (UFA) 54 Steve Longa 

MLB 40 Jarrad Davis 43 Nick Bellore (UFA) 
OLB 58 Paul Worrilow (UFA) 44 Jalen Reeves-Maybin 
CB 23 Darius Slay 31 DJ Hayden (UFA) 

CB 30 Teez Tabor 24 Nevin Lawson (UFA) 
SS 32 Tavon Wilson 35 Miles Killebrew 

FS 27 Glover Quin 28 Quandre Diggs 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 
P___6 Sam Martin Owner: Martha Firestone Ford 
K___5 Matt Prater GM: Bob Quinn 

LS 48 Don Muhlbach (UFA)] Coach: Matt Patricia 


AP 


Tom Lynn 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 14 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2016 Kenny Clark, DT UCLA 27 
2015 Damarious Randall, DB Arizona State 30 
2014 HaHa Clinton-Dix, DB Alabama a 
2013 Datone Jones, DL UCLA 26 
2012 Nick Perry, DL USC 28 
2011 Derek Sherrod, OL Mississippi State 32 
2010 Bryan Bulaga, OL lowa 23 
2009 BJ. Raji, DL Boston College 9 


Clay Matthews, LB 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


7-9 (3rd NFC North) 

10-6 (1st NFC North) 
10-6 (2nd NFC North) 
12-4 (1st NFC North) 
8-7-1 (1st NFC North) 


USC 26 


2013: 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OL - The Packers are all set on the left side of the line, with tackle David 
Bakhtiari, guard Lane Taylor and center Corey Linsley all signed through 
the 2020 season. On the right side, though, there are a number of ques- 
tion marks. Guard Jahri Evans’ one-year deal with the team is up, and 

the six-time Pro Bowler is not a long-term solution, as he'll turn 35 in 
August. Tackle Bryan Bulaga tore his ACL in November, and two of the 
guys who replaced him, Jason Spriggs and Kyle Murphy, also ended the 
year on the IR. Even before Bulaga’s season-ending injury, Green Bay had 
to sign — and play — Ulrick John off of the Cardinals’ practice squad to 
shore up depth. They should bring in more talent this offseason. 


OLB - New defensive coordinator Mike Pettine will look to reinvigo- 
rate the pass rush, and that may start with moving Clay Matthews back 
inside. Matthews has clearly lost a step, and his scheduled 2018 salary of 
$11.4 million makes him a candidate for contract reconstruction, or even 
a cut. Even past his prime, though, he’s arguably the best outside line- 
backer on the team. The Packers drafted Vince Biegel in the fourth round 
last year and may look to invest further at the position this offseason. 


TE- After losing Jared Cook to the Raiders in free agency last spring, the 
Packers made a splash with the signing of Martellus Bennett. Unfortu- 
nately, each party quickly soured on the other, and Bennett trashed the 
Packers on his way out the door when he was waived in November. That 
left Lance Kendricks and Richard Rodgers as underwhelming options 
at tight end, and Rodgers’ contract expired after the season. Quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers doesn’t necessarily need an elite tight end, but the team 
would like to add some depth at the position. 

DB - The Packers began the process of rebuilding a tattered secondary 
last offseason, using their first two picks on Kevin King and Josh Jones. 
They also signed Davon House to a one-year deal, and they could bring 
him back after a solid season. Longtime starting strong safety Morgan 
Burnett’s contract also was up after 2017. 


OFFSEASON 


OFFENSE 


WR_87 Jordy Nelson 
17 Davante Adams 
LT 69 David Bakhtiari 
LG 65 Lane Taylor 
C63 Corey Linsley 
RG 73 Jahri Evans (UFA) 
RT 75 Bryan Bulaga 

TE 84 Lance Kendricks 
12 Aaron Rodgers 
RB 33 Aaron Jones 

FB 22 Aaron Ripkowski 


TH CHART 


18 Randall Cobb 

81 Geronimo Allison 
74 Ulrick John 

62 Lucas Patrick 

64 Justin McCray 
64 Justin McCray 

68 Kyle Murphy 

82 Richard Rodgers (UFA) 
7 Brett Hundley 

30 Jamaal Williams 

40 Joe Kerridge 


DE 94 Dean Lowry 
NT _ 97 Kenny Clark 

DE 76 Mike Daniels 

52 Clay Matthews 

ILB. 47 Jake Ryan 

ILB_ 50 Blake Martinez 

53 Nick Perry 

CB 20 Kevin King 

CB 23 Damarious Randall 


SS 42 Morgan Burnett (UFA) 


FS 21 Ha Ha Clinton-Dix 


91. Quinton Dial (UFA) 
91. Quinton Dial (UFA) 
90 Montravius Adams 
55 Ahmad Brooks (UFA) 
48 Joe Thomas 

93 Reggie Gilbert 

51. Kyler Fackrell 

24 Quinten Rollins 

31 Davon House (UFA) 
27 Josh Jones 

35 Jermaine Whitehead 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


P 8 Justin Vogel 
K____2 Mason Crosby 
LS 61 Brett Goode (UFA) 


ORGANIZATION 


President: Mark Murphy 
GM: Brian Gutekunst 
Coach: Mike McCarthy 
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HOUSTON 
TEXANS 


2018 First-Round Pick: None 


10-VEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY. 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Deshaun Watson,QB Clemson 12 
2016 Will Fuller, WR Notre Dame 21 
2015 Kevin Johnson, CB Wake Forest 16 
2014 Jadeveon Clowney,DL South Carolina 1 
2013 DeAndre Hopkins, WR Clemson 27 
2012 Whitney Mercilus, DL illinois 26 
2011 J.J. Watt, DL Wisconsin WW 
2010 Kareem Jackson, DB Alabama 20 
2009 Brian Cushing, LB usc 15 
2008 Duane Brown, OL Virginia Tech 26 
2017: 4-12 (T-3rd AFC South) 
2016: 9-7 (T-1st AFC South) 
2015: 9-7 (1st AFC South) 
2014: 9-7 (2nd AFC South) 
2013: 2-14 (4th AFC South) 
- EE 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OL- Houston quarterbacks were sacked 54 times in 2017 — only the 
Colts allowed more last season. It certainly didn’t help that the team 
dealt Pro Bowl left tackle Duane Brown to Seattle at the trade deadline 
after a failed contract negotiation. And because Houston does not draft 
until the third round in 2018 due to last year’s move to trade up to select 
quarterback Deshaun Watson, the Texans will be hard-pressed to find 

an offensive lineman who can be counted on to make an immediate 
impact. That's not at all intended to suggest that Houston didn't make a 
great move in its deal to get Watson, but the young quarterback needs far 
better protection from the men in front of him. 


DB - One of the results of allowing cornerback A.J. Bouye to depart to 
Jacksonville via free agency last offseason was the team’s surrendering 30 
passing touchdowns (only the Giants allowed more). It’s a particularly 
egregious number considering that the Texans played two games each 


OFFSEAS 


DEPTH CHART 


against the Jaguars, Titans and Colts, all of which ranked among the bot- 
tom half of the league in passing offense in 2017. New general manager 
Brian Gaine now must make decisions on both Johnathan Joseph and 
Kareem Jackson. Joseph is a free agent this offseason, and Jackson may 
not be worth the $6.5 million he is due in 2018. Meanwhile, 2015 first- 
round pick Kevin Johnson can hardly be counted on after having been 

a liability in coverage over his first three seasons. The lone bright spot in 
the secondary is free safety Andre Hal, who has shown improvement over 
each of his four NFL seasons. While Marcus Gilchrist, Eddie Pleasant 
and Corey Moore all contributed at times next to Hal on the back end 
last season, an upgrade at the other safety spot is a necessity. 


TE= While Ryan Griffin and C.J, Fiedorowicz are adequate contribu- 


tors in the running game, Houston's tight ends combined for only 630 

receiving yards, the NFL 24th-highest total in 2017. The Texans have a 
pair of terrific outside threats in DeAndre Hopkins and Will Fuller, but 
a pass-catching tight end who could work the middle of the field would 


result in a far more dangerous passing game. 


OFFENSE 

WR 10 DeAndre Hopkins 14 Chris Thompson 

WR 15 Will Fuller 13 Braxton Miller 

LT 74 Chris Clark (UFA) 70 Julién Davenport 

LG 71 Xavier Su'a-Filo (UFA) 63 Kendall Lamm 
C66 Nick Martin 65 Greg Mancz 

RG 79 Jeff Allen 62 Chad Slade 

RT _68 Breno Giacomini (UFA) 

TE 87 CJ. Fiedorowicz 84 Ryan Griffin 

QB 4 Deshaun Watson 3 Tom Savage (UFA) 

RB 26 Lamar Miller 27 D/Onta Foreman 

FB 45 Jay Prosch 

DEFENSE 

DE 99 J.J. Watt 93 Joel Heath 

NT 98 D.J. Reader 92 Brandon Dunn 

DE 95 Christian Covington 91 Carlos Watkins 

OLB 90 Jadeveon Clowney _54 LaTroy Lewis 

ILB 56 Brian Cushing 51 Dylan Cole 

ILB_ 55 Benardrick McKinney 41 Zach Cunningham 
OLB 59 Whitney Mercilus 94 Ufomba Kamalu 

CB 24 Johnathan Joseph (UFA) 40 Marcus Williams (UFA) 
CB 25 Kareem Jackson 30. Kevin Johnson 

SS 43 Corey Moore 21 Marcus Gilchrist (UFA) 
FS 29 Andre Hal 23 Kurtis Drummond 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

E 9 Shane Lechler (UFA)] Qwner: Robert C. McNair 
K___7 Ka’imi Fairbairn | GM: Brian Gaine 

LS __46 Jon Weeks Coach: Bill O'Brien a. 
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ison McClary/Athlon Sports 


(®) INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 3 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Malik Hooker, S Ohio State 15 
2016 Ryan Kelly, C Alabama 18 
2015 Phillip Dorsett, WR Miami 29 
2013 Bjoern Werner, DL Florida State 24 
2012 Andrew Luck, OB Stanford 1 
2011 Anthony Castonzo,OL Boston College 22 
2010 Jerry Hughes, DL TCU 31 
2009 Donald Brown, RB Connecticut 27 


YEAR WIN TREND 


4-12 (T-3rd AFC South) 
8-8 (3rd AFC South) 
: 8-8 (2nd AFC South) 
11-5 (1st AFC South) 
2013: 11-5 (1st AFC South) 


OFFSEASON PRIORI 


RB ~ The Colts are in a solid position for a team coming off a 4-12 
season, as they hold the draft’s third overall pick but don't need a quar- 
terback with the expectation that Andrew Luck will be fully healthy for 
the start of the regular season. Penn State do-it-all running back Saquon 
Barkley could be in play for new head coach Josh McDaniels. The Colts 
need playmakers outside of reliable veteran Frank Gore, who's clearly in 
the twilight of his career, and Pro Bowl receiver TY. Hilton. 


DE/OLB ~ Only the Buccaneers had fewer sacks than the 25 Indianapolis 
tallied a season ago. While Jabaal Sheard was serviceable with 5.5 sacks 
and 52 total tackles while starting all 16 games, the team needs upgrades 
over veterans John Simon and Barkevious Mingo. Indianapolis also needs 
to get more out of Tarell Basham, a third-round pick last season who 
didn’t earn a third-down snap until Week 7. 


MALIK HOOKER 


§LB ~ The talent level at the inside linebacker position isn't close to 
where it needs to be if the Colts expect to improve a defense that 
ranked 30th in yards allowed in 2017. Neither veteran Jon Bostic nor 
second-year man Antonio Morrison forced a turnover last season, and 
the duo combined for only one sack and four passes defended despite 
starting 29 games between them. Bostic, who is a free agent, was placed 
on injured reserve with two games remaining in the regular season. His 
replacement was 2017 fifth-round pick Anthony Walker, who did show 
some promise and playmaking ability against the Ravens in Week 16 in 
his first NFL start. 

OL - Starting left tackle Anthony Castonzo and center Ryan Kelly are 
serviceable at their respective positions, and the Indianapolis offensive 
line is expected to benefit from veteran guard Jack Mewhort returning 
after having missed 11 games due to a knee injury in 2017. The team, 
however, is in dire need of upgrades at right tackle and right guard, as 
well as at left guard if Mewhort leaves in free agency. The 56 sacks the 
Colts allowed last season were more than any other NFL team. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR_13_TY. Hilton 
WR 10 Donte Moncrief (UFA) 


LT _ 74 Anthony Castonzo 
LG 75 Jack Mewhort (UFA) 
Ryan Kelly 

RG 73 Joe Haeg 

Denzelle Good 

TE 84 Jack Doyle 

TE 47 Darrell Daniels 

QB 12 Andrew Luck 


80 Chester Rogers 
17 Kamar Aiken (UFA) 
65 Tyreek Burwell 
67 Jeremy Vujnovich 
72 Mike Person (UFA) 
62 Le’Raven Clark 
65 Tyreek Burwell 
85 Brandon Williams (UFA) 
43 Ross Travis 

7 Jacoby Brissett 
25 Marlon Mack 


RB 23 Frank Gore (UFA) 
DEFENSE 

DE 92 Margus Hunt 

NT 99 Al Woods 

DT 95 Johnathan Hankins 
OLB 93 Jabaal Sheard 
ILB__ 44 Antonio Morrison 
ILB__59 Jeremiah George 
OLB 51 John Simon 

CB 31 Quincy Wilson 
CB 42 Kenny Moore 


S29 Malik Hooker 
S 20 Darius Butler (UFA) 


96 Henry Anderson 
90 Grover Stewart 
91 Hassan Ridgeway 
58 Tarell Basham 

50 Anthony Walker 
57 Jon Bostic (UFA) 
52 Barkevious Mingo (UFA) 
28 Chris Milton 

27 Nate Hairston 

41 Matthias Farley 
26 Clayton Geathers 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


P___2 Rigoberto Sanchez 
K___ 4 Adam Vinatieri (UFA) 
LS 46 Luke Rhodes 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Jim Irsay 
GM: Chris Ballard 
Coach: TBD 
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oy JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 29 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 

QB ~ Although Blake Bortle 
of quarterback who can be e: 
next level — which in 
Doug Marrone and offe 


aasn{t awful last season, he’s not the kind 
cted to lead his team to the proverbial 
sonville’s case is a Super Bow! title. Both coach 
ive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett deserve 
credit for propping Bortles up with scheme, but it wouldn't be at all 
surprising to see the Jaguars draft a signal caller who backs up Bortles in 
2018 before becoming the starter the following season, similar to what 
Kansas City has done with Patrick Mahomes. 


QG ~ Starting left tackle Cam Robinson did not have an effective rookie 
‘on, but the Alabama product was a four-year starter in college, and 
he fits the Jags’ run-heavy offense. The same goes for veteran right tackle 
Jermey Parnell, who has been a solid contributor over the last few sea- 
sons. Center Brandon Linder is a borderline Pro Bowler, which le: 
both guard spots as the places on the offensive line where Jacksonville 
can stand to upgrade. While left guard Patrick Omameh played well 
down the stretch, it may be time to replace both him and right guard 
AJ. Cann, 


WR-~ When healthy, the Jaguars receiving corps is one of the more 
underrated units in football. However, Pro Bowler Allen Robinson, who 
tore his ACL in the first quarter in Week 1, is a free agent, and so is 2014 
second-rounder Marqise Lee, who has mote than 1,500 receiving yards 
over the last two seasons. The Jags have decent depth at the position with 
Lee, Allen Hurns, Keelan Cole and Dede Westbrook all contributing this 
past season, but there will be a lot of targets to replace if both Robinson 
and Lee move on. 


es 


TE ~ Jacksonville tight ends combined for 505 receiving yards last season, 
which ranked 31st in the NFL. Marcedes Lewis leads a group of solid 
blocking tight ends for a team that had the league’s highest run-pass 
ratio at 48.9 percent last season, but a pass-catching tight end could add 
another dimension to the team’s offensive attack. 
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Year — Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Leonard Fournette,RB LSU 4 
2016 Jalen Ramsey, CB Florida State 5 
2015 Dante Fowler Jr,OLB Florida 3 
2014 Blake Bortles, OB Central Florida 3 
2013 Luke Joeckel, OL Texas A&M. 2 
2012 Justin Blackmon, WR Oklahoma State 5 
2011 Blaine Gabbert, QB Missouri 10 
2010 Tyson Alualu, DL California 10 
2009 Eugene Monroe, OL Virginia 8 
2008 Derrick Harvey, DL Florida 8 

2017: 10-6 (1st AFC South) 

2016: 3-13 (4th AFC South) 

2015: 5-11 (8rd AFC South) 

2014: 3-13 (3rd AFC South) 

2013: 4-12 (3rd AFC South) LEONARD FOURNETTE 


wil 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 15 Allen Robinson (UFA) 85 Jaydon Mickens 
WR 11 Margise Lee (UFA) 12 Dede Westbrook 
WR 88 Allen Hurns 84 Keelan Cole 

LT 74 Cam Robinson 72 Josh Wells 

LG 77 Patrick Omameh (UFA) 64 Chris Reed 
C65 Brandon Linder 69 Tyler Shatley 

RG 60 AJ. Cann 69 Tyler Shatley 

RT 78 Jermey Parnell 72 Josh Wells 

TE 89 Marcedes Lewis 83 Ben Koyack 

QB _5 Blake Bortles 7 Chad Henne (UFA) 
RB 27 Leonard Fournette 24 TJ. Yeldon 
DEFENSE 

DE 91 Yannick Ngakoue _56 Dante Fowler Jr. 
NT 95 Abry Jones 99 Marcell Dareus 

DT _ 97 Malik Jackson 99 Marcell Dareus 

DE 93 Calais Campbell 94 Dawuane Smoot 
OLB 50 Telvin Smith 53 Blair Brown 

MLB 51 Paul Posluszny (UFA) 52 Donald Payne 
OLB 44 Myles Jack 55 Lerentee McCray (UFA) 
CB 20 Jalen Ramsey 31 Jalen Myrick 

CB 21 AJ. Bouye 22. Aaron Colvin (UFA) 
SS 42 Barry Church 26 Jarrod Wilson 

FS 39 Tashaun Gipson 25 Peyton Thompson (UFA) 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


i2 3 Brad Nortman 
K 4 Josh Lambo 
LS 49 Colin Holba 


Owner: Shahid Khan 
GM: David Caldwell 
Coach: Doug Marrone 


AP 


2018 First-Round Pick: None 


“AR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY. 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Patrick Mahomes,QB Texas Tech 10 
2015 Marcus Peters, CB Washington 18 
2014 Dee Ford, DL Auburn 23 
2013 Eric Fisher, OL Central Michigan 1 
2012 Dontari Poe, DL Memphis 1 
2011 Jonathan Baldwin, WR Pittsburgh 26 
2010 Eric Berry, DB Tennessee 5 
2009 Tyson Jackson, DE LSU 3 
2008 Glenn Dorsey, DL LSU 
Branden Albert, OL Virginia 15 

2007 Dwayne Bowe, WR LSU 23 

10-6 (1st AFC West) 

12-4 (T-1st AFC West) 

11-5 (2nd AFC West) 

9-7 (2nd AFC West) 

11-5 (2nd AFC West) 


‘The Chiefs have one of the NFL's best cornerbacks in Pro Bowler 
Marcus Peters, and the team upgraded the secondary with the offseason 
ion of Kendall Fuller from Washington in the Alex Smith deal, 


Fuller had four interceptions and 10 passes defended as a second-year WR 10 Tyreek Hill 12 Albert Wilson (UFA) 
player in 2017 while allowing an NFL-best 55.0 passer rating when WR 17 Chris Conley 14 Demarcus Robinson 
covering the slot. The play of veteran cornerback Terrance Mitchell, LT 72 Eric Fisher 75 Cameron Erving 
however, regressed to the point that in a playoff loss to Tennessee, Kansas | LG 70 Bryan Witzmann 79 Parker Ehinger 
City relied on Darrelle Revis, who had come out of retirement in Week C__ 61 Mitch Morse 73 Zach Fulton (UFA) 


13. A solid No. 2 corner opposite Peters would allow the Chiefs to keep | RG__76 Laurent Duvernay-Tardif 79 Parker Ehinger 

Fuller in the slot. Safety Eric Berry defended Patriots tight end Rob RT__71 Mitchell Schwartz __75 Cameron Erving 
Fun + rx ne TE 87 Travis Kelce 84 Demetrius Harris 

Gronkowski better than anyone last season in the Chiefs’ Week 1 win in , 

Ne Esl bcleanaed City’s batkey ol iar dive afer Be QB 15 Patrick Mahomes 9 Tyler Bray (UFA) 

lew England, but Kansas City’s safety play took a nosedive after Berry FB 42 Anthony Sherman (UFA) 

ruptured his Achilles tendon late in that season-opening victory. Fellow | Rg 27 Kareem Hunt 32 Spencer Ware 

Week 1 starter Ron Parker and Berry's replacement, Daniel Sorensen, are 

better suited for reserve roles. 


Veteran right tackle Mitchell Schwartz is the best player on the DE 95 Chris Jones 99: Rekeam NunesRochee 
offensive line, but there is room for improvement elsewhere, especially on | NNT 96 Bennie Logan (UFA) 74 Justin Hamilton 
the left side. Guard Laurent Duvernay-Tardif is penciled in as a starter, DE 97 Allen Bailey 94 Jarvis Jenkins (UFA) 
along with Schwartz and veteran center Mitch Morse, who missed nine | OLB 50 Justin Houston 92 Tanoh Kpassagnon 
games due to a foot injury in 2017. However, left guard was a weak spot ILB_ 56 Derrick Johnson 57 Kevin Pierre-Louis (UFA) 
for the Chiefs as Morse’s injury left them thin in the interior. While ILB__ 59 Reggie Ragland 45 Ukeme Eligwe 
2013 first overall pick Eric Fisher will likely start at left tackle again next | OLB 55 Dee Ford 51. Frank Zombo 
season, adding another tackle would be a wise move for Kansas City. eee Marc Poles 3 Terrance Mitchell 
‘Tyreck Hill, Albert Wilson and Chris Conley comprise one of the | $$ 29 Eric Berry 49 Daniel Sorensen 
speediest wide receiver groups in the NFL, and they have a big-bodied FS 38 Ron Parker 21. Eric Murray 


target to complement them in tight end Travis Kelce. Wilson is a free 
agent this offseason and figures to have suitors, and Conley spent most of 
lant seston on ie after rupturing his Achille in Week 5.Hilland Kelce |’ > pugtin Colquitt UFAI| Owner Clare Hunt 
make up one of the most productive pass-catching duos in the NFL, but | 7 Harrison Butker | Gtr evert een 
the Chiefs need to add depth with Patrick Mahomes taking over as the | 154i James Winchester | Coach, Andy Retd 
team’s starting quarterback for 2018, : 
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LOS ANGELES mm 
CHARGERS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 17 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Mike Williams, WR Clemson 7 
2016 Joey Bosa, DE Ohio State 3 
2015 Melvin Gordon, RB Wisconsin 15 
2014 Jason Verrett, DB TCU 25 
2013 D.J. Fluker, OL Alabama "1 
2012 Melvin Ingram, DL South Carolina 18 
2011 Corey Liuget, DL Illinois 18 
2010 Ryan Mathews, RB Fresno State 12 
2009 Larry English, LB Northern llinois 16 
2008 Antoine Cason,DB Arizona 27 

2017: 9-7 (2nd AFC West) 

2016: 5-11 (ath AFC West) 

2015: 4-12 (ath AFC West) 

2014: 9-7 (2nd AFC West) 

2013: 9-7 (3rd AFC West) MIKE WILLIAMS 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OL~ The Chargers allowed the fewest sacks in the league last season as 
quarterback Philip Rivers was taken down a career-low 18 times. But 
while starting left tackle Russell Okung is solid, other spots along the 
offensive line could use upgrades. Los Angeles ranked just 24th in the 
NFU in rushing offense in 2017 despite having an ultra-talented young 
running back in Melvin Gordon. The Chargers’ interior offensive line 
will get a boost when 2017 second-rounder Forrest Lamp returns from 
an ACL tear that sidelined him for his entire rookie season. Guard Dan 
Feeney struggled in his first NFL season. 


LB - Los Angeles has a fearsome pass rush, but the team would be wise 
to upgrade at inside linebacker. Fifth-year pro Korey Toomer played on 
only 25.4 percent of the Chargers’ defensive snaps, and while second-year 
linebacker Jatavis Brown led the group with 79 tackles in 2017, the team 
currently lacks an impact player at the position. 


QB - Although all-time greats Tom Brady and Drew Brees are mak- 
ing it seem as if every quarterback these days can play into his 40s, the 
Chargers could start thinking about a succession plan for the 36-year- 
old Rivers. His backup is journeyman Kellen Clemens, who clearly isn't 
the future at the position, and behind Clemens is former Ohio State 
quarterback Cardale Jones. Rivers won't turn 37 until December, and he is 
coming off a solid season, but that might not be enough for Los Angeles 
to stand pat at the position. 

DT ~ While the Chargers boast two veteran starters at the defensive 
tackle position in Corey Liuget and Brandon Mebane, Mebane’s best 
football is behind him. The former Seahawk just completed his 11th 
season in the NEL, and his play suffered a decline this past season. 
Liuget plays a vital role mostly as a three-technique pass rusher, and he 
does it exceptionally well, but he could use a younger partner to anchor 
the middle of the line. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


13. Keenan Allen 
16 Tyrell Williams 
76 Russell Okung 
77 Forrest Lamp 
C73 Spencer Pulley 


81 Mike Williams 
12 Travis Benjamin 
69 Sam Tevi 

66 Dan Feeney 
66 Dan Feeney 


RG 79 Kenny Wiggins (UFA) 78 Michael Schofield (UFA) 
RT 72 Joe Barksdale 74 Michael Ola (UFA) 
TE 86 Hunter Henry 85 Antonio Gates (UFA) 
QB 17 Philip Rivers 10 Kellen Clemens (UFA) 
RB 28 Melvin Gordon 30 Austin Ekeler 

FB 34 Derek Watt 

DEFENSE 

DE _ 99 Joey Bosa 95 Tenny Palepoi 

NT 92 Brandon Mebane 71 Damion Square 

DT 94 Corey Liuget 93 Darius Philon 

DE _ 54 Melvin Ingram 40 Chris McCain 

OLB 52 Denzel Perryman _57 Jatavis Brown 

MLB 50 Hayes Pullard 56 Korey Toomer (UFA) 
OLB_51 Kyle Emanuel 46 Chris Landrum 

CB 26 Casey Hayward 20 Desmond King 

CB 22 Jason Verrett 24 Trevor Williams 

SS _ 37 Jahleel Addae 31. Adrian Phillips (UFA) 
FS 33 Tre Boston (UFA) 31. Adrian Phillips (UFA) 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


P 8 Drew Kaser 
K 6 Nick Rose 
LS 47 Mike Windt 


Owner: Alex Spanos 
GM: Tom Telesco 
Coach: Anthony Lynn 


fe.) LOS ANGELES 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 23 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Po: School Pick 
2016 Jared Goff, OB California 1 
2015 Todd Gurley, RB Georgia 10 
2014 Greg Robinson,OL Auburn 2 
Aaron Donald, DL Pittsburgh 13 
2013. Tavon Austin, WR West Virginia 8 
Alec Ogletree, LB Georgia 30 
2012 Michael Brockers,DL LSU 14 
2011 Robert Quinn, DL North Carolina 14 
2010 Sam Bradford, QB Oklahoma 1 
2009 Jason Smith, OL Baylor 2 
2008 Chris Long, DL Virginia 2 
2017: 11-5 (Ist NFC West) 
2016: 4-12 (3rd NFC West) 
2015: 7-9 (3rd NFC West) 
2014: 6-10 (4th NFC West) 
2013: 7-9 (4th NFC West) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OLB ~ ‘This is a position where the Rams figure to see the most turnover 
heading into 2018, as the team is faced with choices regarding veterans 
Connor Barwin and Robert Quinn. Barwin was serviceable on a one-year 
deal in 2017, but he is likely not a significant part of the Rams’ plans 
going forward, Quinn is a more interesting case. Once a dominant pass 
rusher, Quinn is coming off something of a bounce-back season, his first 
at full health since 2014. But he’s getting paid more than he’s worth, and 
the Rams may not want to keep him until his contract expires in 2020. 
With one of the best interior defensive lines in the NFL, Los Angeles 
could build a truly fearsome pass rush by adding speed on the outside. 


DB ~ Last year was Trumaine Johnson's second consecutive season playing 
under the franchise tag, and he earned the money with excellent play. 
He's also earned a long-term, big-money contract, and it’s time for the 
Rams to decide whether he’s their No. 1 cornerback for the next few 
years. Corner Nickell Robey-Coleman and starting free safety Lamarcus 
Joyner are also set to hit free agency, and it’s unlikely that the team will 
be able to afford to bring back all three. Plus, starting corner Kayvon 
Webster is returning from a serious Achilles injury. John Johnson, a 2017 
third-round pick, started at strong safety as a rookie, and Los Angeles 
will be on the lookout for more cheap, young talent to join him in the 
secondary, 


OL - Jared Goff took enormous strides in his second season as an NFL 
quarterback in 2017, which was due in part to a revamped unit up 

front. The Rams, however, likely won't be complacent when it comes to 
putting forth the effort to build a strong, sustainable offensive line. While 
Andrew Whitworth was elite at left tackle, he’s 36 years old. Center 
John Sullivan is 32, and his contract expired after the year. And on an 
otherwise excellent line, right guard Jamon Brown stood out as a weak 
spot. Good health obscured the fact that Los Angeles lacks depth along 
its offensive front, something the team could address through the draft, 
free agency or both. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
17 Robert Woods 


11 Tavon Austin 

77 Andrew Whitworth 
76 Rodger Saffold 
C65 John Sullivan (UFA) 


12. Sammy Watkins (UFA) 


18 Cooper Kupp 
83 Josh Reynolds 
10 Pharoh Cooper 
73 Cornelius Lucas (UFA) 


66 Austin Blythe 


RG 68 Jamon Brown 

RT 79 Rob Havenstein 83 Darrell Williams 

TE 89 Tyler Higbee 81 Gerald Everett 

QB 16 Jared Goff 14 Sean Mannion 

RB 30 Todd Gurley 34 Malcolm Brown 
DEFENSE 

DE 93 Ethan Westbrooks _96 Matt Longacre 

NT 90 Michael Brockers 95 Tyrunn Walker (UFA) 
DT _ 99 Aaron Donald 91. Dominique Easley (UFA) 
OLB 94 Robert Quinn 53 Carlos Thompson 
ILB__52 Alec Ogletree 54 Bryce Hager 

ILB_ 26 Mark Barron ___ 58 Cory Littleton 

OLB 98 Connor Barwin (UFA)_ 50 Samson Ebukam 

CB 22 Trumaine Johnson (UFA) 23. Nickell Robey-Coleman (UFA)| 
CB 21 Kayvon Webster 32 Troy Hill 

SS 43 John Johnson 24 Blake Countess 

FS 20 Lamarcus Joyner (UFA) 

SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


P 6 Johnny Hekker 
K___5 Sam Ficken 
LS 44 Jake McQuaide (UFA)} 


Owner: Stan Kroenke 
GM: Les Snead 
Coach: Sean McVay 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 11 


EAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 
Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017. Charles Harris, DE Missouri 22 
2016 Laremy Tunsil, OT Ole Miss 13 
2015 DeVante Parker, WR Louisville 4 
2014 Ja'WuanJames,OL _—_Tennessee 19 
2013 Dion Jordan, DL Oregon 3 
2012 Ryan Tannehill, QB ‘Texas A&M. 8 
2011 Mike Pouncey, OL Florida 15 
2010 Jared Odrick, DL Penn State 28 
2009 Vontae Davis, DB Illinois 25 
2008 Jake Long, OL Michigan 1 
‘YEAR WIN TREND 
6-10 (3rd AFC East) 
10-6 (2nd AFC East) 
6-10 (4th AFC East) 
8-8 (rd AFC East) 
2013: 8-8 (3rd AFC East) CHARLES HARRIS 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


€B ~ The Dolphins allowed an opponent passer rating of 94.8 in 2017, 
which ranked 28th in the NFL, and a lack of talent at the cornerback 
position was the primary reason why. Third-year pro Bobby McCain 
was the team’s best corner last season, but he plays predominantly in the 
slot, which means the Dolphins are in the market for an outside corner. 
Xavien Howard, a 2016 second-round pick, had an up-and-down 2017 
season, and the rest of the team’s cornerbacks are aging veterans. 


LB ~ The Miami linebacking corps took a big hit before last season even 
began, with 2017 second-round pick Raekwon McMillan tearing his 
ACL in the preseason. Kiko Alonso, who logged more than 1,000 snaps 
last season, hasn't been the same player since suffering a series of injuries. 
And the Dolphins leaned heavily on 11-year veteran Lawrence Timmons, 
who is no longer the impact player he was during his prime in Pittsburgh. 
‘The ideal situation is that McMillan returns to pre-injury form and is 
paired with another young, dynamic player. 

OG- Quarterback Ryan Tannehill is set to return from a torn ACL that 
sidelined him for all of last season, but he'll play behind an offensive line 
that graded out as one of the NFL's worst units in 2017. Miami ranked 
29th in the NFL in rushing yards, and the team wasn't much better in 
pass protection. The Dolphins have three spots figured out on their line 
for 2018, with left tackle Laremy Tunsil, right tackle Ja’Wuan James and 
center Mike Pouncey — it’s the guard position that needs work. Miami 
leaned on veterans Jermon Bushrod and Ted Larsen, as well as rookie 
Jesse Davis, at their two guard spots. All three struggled mightily in 2017. 
TE = The team most desperately needs a pass-catching tight end after it 
gained the third-fewest receiving yards (525) in the NFL at the position 
in 2017. Miami traded for veteran tight end Julius Thomas last offseason 
in an attempt to re-create the magic Thomas had with head coach Adam 
Gase in Denver, but that attempt failed: The former Pro Bowler posted 
only 388 yards and three touchdowns last season. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR_ 10 Kenny Stills 

WR 11 DeVante Parker 
WR 14 Jarvis Landry (UFA) 
LT 67 Laremy Tunsil 

LG 62 Ted Larsen 


C__51 Mike Pouncey 
RG 


87 Rashawn Scott 
19 Jakeem Grant 


79 Sam Young (UFA) 
72 Eric Smith 
64 Jake Brendel 


74 Jermon Bushrod (UFA) 68 Isaac Asiata 


P16 Matt Haack 
K 1 Cody Parkey (UFA) 
LS 92 John Denney (UFA) 


RT 70 Ja’Wuan James 77 Jesse Davis 

TE 89 Julius Thomas 80 Anthony Fasano (UFA) 
QB 17 Ryan Tannehill 8 Matt Moore (UFA) 

RB 26 Damien Williams (UFA) 32 Kenyan Drake 
DEFENSE 

DE 50 Andre Branch 90 Charles Harris 

DT 93.Ndamukong Suh 56 Davon Godchaux 

DT _ 97 Jordan Phillips 98 Gabe Wright 

DE 91 Cameron Wake 75 Cameron Malveaux 
OLB 47 Kiko Alonso 46 Neville Hewitt 

MLB 52 Raekwon McMillan 59 Chase Allen 

OLB 94 Lawrence Timmons _44 Stephone Anthony 
CB 30 Cordrea Tankersley 28 Bobby McCain 

CB 25 Xavien Howard 42 Alterraun Verner (UFA) 
SS 20 Reshad Jones 43 Trae Elston 

FS 22 TJ. McDonald 21. Jordan Lucas 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Stephen Ross 
GM: Chris Grier 
Coach: Adam Gase 


W.E, Smith Il 


&) MINNESOTA 
VIKINGS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 30 


10-VEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 


2016 Laquon Treadwell, WR Ole Miss 23 
2015 Trae Waynes, CB Michigan State 11 
2014 Anthony Barr, LB UCLA 9 
Teddy Bridgewater, QB Louisville 32 
2013 Sharif Floyd, DL Florida 23 
Xavier Rhodes, DB Florida State 25 
Cordarrelle Patterson, WR Tennessee 29 
2012 Matt Kalil, OL usc 4 
Harrison Smith, DB Notre Dame 29 
2011 Christian Ponder, QB Florida State 12 
2009 Percy Harvin, WR Florida 22 


5-VEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 13-3 (ist NFC North) 
2016: 8-8 (3rd NFC North) 
2015: 11-5 (1st NFC North) 
2014: 7-9 (3rd NFC North) 


2013: 5-10-1 (4th NFC North) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OG ~ The Vikings took huge strides last spring to bolster what previously 
had been a dismal offensive line, They signed veteran tackles Riley Reiff 
and Mike Remmers to add reliability on the outside, and they drafted 
Pat Elflein in the third round to take over the starting spot at center. But 
Minnesota still has work to do in rebuilding the offensive front, and this 
offseason they'll need to address both guard positions. Starting left guard 
Nick Easton had a solid year before fracturing his ankle in December, 
and he entered the offseason as a restricted free agent. The starter oppo- 
site him, Joe Berger, is an unrestricted free agent who turns 36 this May. 


DT ~ In 328-pound defensive tackle Linval Joseph, Minnesota has one 
of the best run stuffers in the NFL. He once formed a monstrous duo 
alongside Sharrif Floyd, but it’s starting to look unlikely that Floyd 
will ever take the field again after a knee injury. Tom Johnson has been 
serviceable as the starter alongside Joseph, but he enters the spring as a 
33-year-old unrestricted free agent. Bringing in a talented young tackle 
to fill Floyd’s massive shoes could make this great defense even better. 


€B ~ Starters Xavier Rhodes and Trae Waynes are both under contract 
through at least the 2019 season. Rhodes should be considered a super- 
star, and Waynes made tremendous strides in 2017 to live up to his status 
as a former first-round pick. This offseason figures to bring some upheaval 
behind them, though, as Terence Newman, Tramaine Brock and Marcus 
Sherels are set to hit free agency. All three are on the wrong side of 30, 
and Newman will turn 40 — yes, 40 — before the season starts. 


QB ~ The Vikings have the league's most talked-about situation at quar- 
terback. Case Keenum helped lead the team to the NFC Championship 
Game, but neither he nor the team expressed great confidence that he 
would be re-signed in free agency. Both Sam Bradford, the team’s 2016 
starter, and former first-round pick Teddy Bridgewater also saw their 
contracts expire after the season, leaving Minnesota with some tough 
decisions to make about their future at the position. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 19 Adam Thielen 
WR 14 Stefon Diggs 
LT 71 Riley Reiff 

LG 62 Nick Easton 


ie 65 Pat Elflein 


11 Laquon Treadwell 
17 Jarius Wright 

69 Rashod Hill 

75 Jeremiah Sirles 
67 Cornelius Edison 


RG 61 Joe Berger (UFA) 63 Danny Isidora 

RT 74 Mike Remmers 76 Aviante Collins 

TE 82 Kyle Rudolph 89 David Morgan Il 

QB 7 Case Keenum (UFA) _5 Teddy Bridgewater (UFA)} 
RB 33 Dalvin Cook 25 Latavius Murray 

FB 30 C.J. Ham 

DEFENSE 

DE _ 99 Danielle Hunter 96 Brian Robison 

NT 98 Linval Joseph 93 Shamar Stephen (UFA) 
DT 92 Tom Johnson (UFA) 94 Jaleel Johnson 

DE 97 Everson Griffen 91, Stephen Weatherly 
OLB_ 55 Anthony Barr 50 Eric Wilson 

MLB_ 54 Eric Kendricks 40 Kentrell Brothers 

OLB 42 Ben Gedeon 59 Emmanuel Lamur (UFA) 
CB _ 26 Trae Waynes 23 Terence Newman (UFA) 
CB _ 29 Xavier Rhodes 20 Mackensie Alexander 
SS 34 Andrew Sendejo 27 Jayron Kearse 

FS 22 Harrison Smith 41. Anthony Harris 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


P 4 Ryan Quigley 
K___2 Kai Forbath (UFA) 
LS 44 Jeff Overbaugh 


Owner: Zygi Wilf 
GM: Rick Spielman 
Coach: Mike Zimmer 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM | 161 


py NEW ENGLAND oo 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 31 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year — Player, Position School Pick 
2015 Malcom Brown,DT Texas 32 
2014 Dominique Easley, DL Florida 29 
2012 Chandler Jones,DL Syracuse 2 

Dont’a Hightower, LB Alabama 25 
2011 Nate Solder, OL Colorado 7 
2010 Devin McCourty,DB Rutgers 27 
2008 Jerod Mayo, LB Tennessee 10 


YEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 13-3 (1st AFC East) 
2016: 14-2 (1st AFC East) 
2015: 12-4 (1st AFC East) 
2014: 12-4 (1st AFC East) 
2013: 12-4 (1st AFC East) 


MALCOM BROWN 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


LB ~ ‘The biggest need for 2018 is at linebacker, Dont’a Hightower will 
return to the field after having undergone season-ending surgery on a 
torn pectoral muscle in October, and he’s likely to play one of the outside 
spots, which is where he began 2017. Kyle Van Noy and Elandon Roberts 
ain under contract, but both were exposed at times last season, and es= 
ecially in New England’s Super Bowl loss to the Eagles,’The team could 
use a player with a skill set similar to that of Jamie Collins, who was dealt 
to Cleveland during the 2016 season. Collins has more speed than any of 
New England's current linebackers, but he lacked instincts and too often 
freelanced, which consistently left him out of position in a scheme that 
requires its players to adhere to strict responsibiliti 


DL ~ Trey Flowers (2015 fourth-rounder) and Deatrich Wise Jr. (2017 
fourth-rounder) were excellent finds, but the Patriots needed significant 
contributions from practice squadder Eric Lee and former Steeler James 
Harrison down the stretch this past season. They'll be looking to add 
depth, and if they are able to find an impact edge defender, they would 
have the option to move Hightower back to inside linebacker. 


OB - New England traded both backup Jimmy Garoppolo and 
third-stringer Jacoby Brissett last season, which leaves no succession plan 
in place for the eventual retirement of ‘Tom Brady, who will be 41 when 
the 2018 season begins. New England coach Bill Belichick is consistently 
planning for the future, so it wouldn't be shocking to sce the Patriots nab 
a quarterback at some point in the draft’s first four rounds. 

OT With left tackle Nate Solder and valuable backups LaAdrian Wad- 
dle and Cam Fleming all due to hit the open market, the only tackles the 
Patriots had under contract at the conclusion of the season were start 
Marcus Cannon, 2017 third-round pick Tony Garcia and 2017 undrafted 
free agent Cole Croston. Expect the Patriots to make a push to re-sign all 
three, but given the current state of offensive line play in the NFL, three 
starter-level tackles will likely be in high demand in free agency. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 11. Julian Edelman 
WR 15 Chris Hogan 

WR 14 Brandin Cooks 
LT 77 Nate Solder (UFA) 
LG 62 Joe Thuney 


80 Danny Amendola (UFA) 
85 Kenny Britt 

13 Phillip Dorsett 

68 LaAdrian Waddle (UFA) 
74 Cole Croston 


P 6 RyanAllen 
K___3 Stephen Gostkowski 
LS 49 Joe Cardona 


C60 David Andrews 75 Ted Karras 

RG 69 Shaq Mason 75 Ted Karras 

RT 61 Marcus Cannon 71 Cameron Fleming (UFA) 
TE 87 Rob Gronkowski 88 Martellus Bennett 

QB 12 Tom Brady 2 Brian Hoyer 

RB 33 Dion Lewis (UFA) 28 James White 
DEFENSE 

DE 55 Eric Lee 91 Deatrich Wise Jr. 

DT 93 Lawrence Guy 97 Alan Branch 

DT 90 Malcom Brown 94 Ricky Jean Francois (UFA) 
DE 98 Trey Flowers 70 Adam Butler 

OLB 53 Kyle Van Noy 59 Marquis Flowers (UFA) 
MLB 52 Elandon Roberts 45 David Harris 

OLB 54 Dont'a Hightower 92 James Harrison (UFA) 
CB 24 Stephon Gilmore 41. Cyrus Jones 

CB 25 Eric Rowe 21. Malcolm Butler (UFA) 
SS 23 Patrick Chung 37 Jordan Richards 

FS 32 Devin McCourty 30 Duron Harman 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Robert Kraft 
Personnel: Nick Caserio 
Coach: Bill Belichick 


a 


NEW ORLEANS 
SAINTS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 27 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY. 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Marshon Lattimore, CB Ohio State "1 
Ryan Ramezyk, OT Wisconsin 32 
2016 Sheldon Rankins, DT Louisville 12 
2015 Andrus Peat, OT Stanford 13 
Stephone Anthony, LB Clemson 31 
2014 Brandin Cooks, WR OregonState 20 
2013 Kenny Vaccaro,DB Texas 15 
2011 Cameron Jordan,DE California 24 
Mark Ingram, RB Alabama 28 
2010 Patrick Robinson,DB Florida State «32 
2009 Malcolm Jenkins, DB Ohio State 14 
2008 Sedrick Ellis, DL usc 7 
YEAR WIN TREND 
11-5 (T-1st NFC South) 
7-9 (8rd NEC South) 
7-9 (3rd NEC South) 
7-9 (2nd NFC South) 
2013: 11-5 (2nd NFC South) 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


OLB ~ New Orleans’ defensive rebuild finally paid dividends in 2017, 

as the team improved to 10th in scoring defense from a dismal 31st in 
2016. And while Manti Te’o was a pleasant surprise in the middle of the 
linebacking corps, there remains room for improvement on the outside. 
Neither Craig Robertson nor Michael Mauti is an impact player, and 

the contracts of Mauti and several backups expired after the season. Alex 
Anzalone, a 2017 third-round pick, had the starting job as a rookie before 
being placed on the IR with an injured shoulder after only four games. 


WR - While Michael Thomas has turned into a top-five NFL receiver, 
he's often forgotten in conversations about the game's best wideouts. But 
the continued success of the Saints’ offense in 2017 obscured the fact that 
they're no longer deep at the position. The depletion of the unit began last 
offseason, when they traded Brandin Cooks to New England. Then, the 
once-promising Willie Snead was a massive letdown after returning from 
suspension. Ted Ginn Jr. remains a somewhat effective deep threat, but 

as a guy who has not reached 800 receiving yards in any of his 11 NFL 
seasons, he’s more of an asset as a returner, 


S~ Marcus Williams had a fantastic rookie season at free safety and is a 
building block for this defense. Vonn Bell also looks like a foundational 
piece after blossoming in his second year in the league. Kenny Vaccaro’s 
future with the organization is in question, however, as he’s set to enter 
free agency after an injury-plagued season. Having three capable safeties 
made the Saints versatile in the secondary, and they may not feel ready to 
rely entirely on two youngsters. 

TE~ When Coby Fleener was signed to replace Jimmy Graham, many 
expected him to be one of Brees’ top targets. Instead, he has become 
mostly an afterthought in the passing game, and he was placed on the 
IR early in December with his fifth career concussion, Other tight ends 
under contract are Josh Hill, who has failed to make much of a splash, 
and Michael Hoomanawanui, who is almost exclusively a blocker. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


WR__13 Michael Thomas 16 Brandon Coleman 
WR __19 Ted Ginn Jr. 11 Tommylee Lewis 
WR_ 83 Willie Snead 80 Austin Carr 


LT 72 Terron Armstead 
75 Andrus Peat 
C60 Max Unger 

67 Larry Warford 

71 Ryan Ramczyk 
82. Coby Fleener 


79 Bryce Harris 
77 John Fullington 

61 Josh LeRibeus (UFA) 
63 Cameron Tom 

65 Senio Kelemete (UFA) 
89 Josh Hill 


QB _9 Drew Brees (UFA) 10 Chase Daniel (UFA) 
RB 22 Mark Ingram 41 Alvin Kamara 
DEFENSE 

DE 94 Cameron Jordan 91 Trey Hendrickson 


98 Sheldon Rankins 
95 Tyeler Davison 
57 Alex Okafor 

53 AJ. Klein 


92 John Hughes (UFA) 
93 David Onyemata 
44 Hau’oli Kikaha 

56 Michael Mauti (UFA) 


MLB_ 51 Manti Te'o 50 Gerald Hodges (UFA) 
OLB 52 Craig Robertson 47 Alex Anzalone 

CB 20 Ken Crawley 26 PJ. Williams 

CB 23 Marshon Lattimore 34 Justin Hardee 

SS 32 Kenny Vaccaro (UFA) 25 Rafael Bush (UFA) 

FS 43 Marcus Williams 48 Vonn Bell 

SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


Ee 6 Thomas Morstead 
K 3 Wil Lutz 
LS 49 Zach Wood 


Owner: Tom Benson 
GM: Mickey Loomis 
Coach: Sean Payton 
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LT) NEW YORK 
GIANTS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 2 


‘AR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Evan Engram, TE Ole Miss 23 
2016 Eli Apple, CB Ohio State 10 
2015 Ereck Flowers, OT Miami 9 
2014 Odell Beckham Jr, WR LSU 12 
2013 Justin Pugh, OL Syracuse 19 
2012 David Wilson, RB Virginia Tech 32 
2011 Prince Amukamara, DB Nebraska 19 
2010 Jason Pierre-Paul, DL South Florida 15 
2009 Hakeem Nicks, WR North Carolina 29 
2008 Kenny Phillips, DB Miami (Fla.) 31 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 3-13 (4th NFC East) 
201 11-5 (2nd NFC East) 
2015: 6-10 (3rd NFC East) 
2014: 6-10 (3rd NFC East) 
2013: 7-9 (3rd NFC East) 


EVAN ENGRAM 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


s ign that the 
Giants need to prepare for life after Manning. Entering the offseason, all 
signs pointed to New York searching for its next signal caller through the 
draft. Axed head coach Ben McAdoo wrote up his own pink slip this past 
year when he benched Manning not for third-round pick Davis Webb 
but rather for listless veteran Geno Smith. It’s unclear what the new 
regime thinks of Webb, so don't be surprised if the Giants select a QB at 
some point in the 2018 draft. 


OL ~ Manning certainly doesn't deserve all of the blame for the Giants’ 
2017 offensive woe: spent the twilight of his career behind one 
of the league’s worst offensive lines. New general manager Dave Gettle- 
man got the purge started by cutting right tackle Bobby Hart, but there's 
plenty of room left for an overhaul. Former ninth overall pick Ereck 
Flowers has been a disaster at left tackle, and the team may not wait until 
it can decline his option next offseason to replace him. Center Weston 
Richburg and guard Justin Pugh have both struggled with injuries, and 
each saw his contract expire after the 2017 season. 


Second-year inside linebacker B.J. Goodson looks like he can be 
solid in the middle, but he spent much of 2017 sidelined with an ankle 
injury. Jonathan Casillas highlighted an otherwise weak group at outside 
backer, but he and fellow OLBs Devon Kennard and Akeem Ayers — 
plus Goodson backup Kelvin Sheppard — were all set to hit free agency 
this offseason. The linebacking corps could look very different in 2018. 
RB ~ The poor state of New York's offensive line makes it hard to evaluate 
running backs, but the Giants have clearly not had a true No. 1 RB in 
their backfield for several seasons. The best of the bunch in 2017, Orleans 
Darkwa, was playing on an expiring contract, as was pass-catching back 
Shane Vereen. Neither Wayne Gallman nor Paul Perkins was particularly 
inspiring when given chances to run the ball. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


L 


OFFENSE 

WR 13 Odell Beckham Jr. 18 Roger Lewis 

WR 15 Brandon Marshall _19 Travis Rudolph 

WR 87 Sterling Shepard 12 Tavarres King (UFA) 
LT 63 Chad Wheeler 74 Ereck Flowers 

LG 67 Justin Pugh (UFA) 77 John Jerry 
C70 Weston Richburg (UFA) 69 Brett Jones 

RG 76 DJ. Fluker (UFA) 73 John Greco (UFA) 
RT 66 Adam Bisnowaty 61 Nick Becton 

TE 88 Evan Engram 85 Rhett Ellison 

QB 10 Eli Manning 5 Davis Webb 

RB 26 Orleans Darkwa (UFA) 22 Wayne Gallman 
DEFENSE 

DE 90 Jason Pierre-Paul_ 72 Kerry Wynn (UFA) 
DT 98 Damon Harrison 99 Robert Thomas 
DT 94 Dalvin Tomlinson _96 Jay Bromley (UFA) 
DE _ 54 Olivier Vernon 91 Avery Moss 

OLB 52 Jonathan Casillas (UFA) 57 Keenan Robinson (UFA) 
MLB 93 B.J. Goodson 46 Calvin Munson 
OLB 59 Devon Kennard (UFA) 48 Akeem Ayers (UFA) 
CB 20 Janoris Jenkins 23 Darryl Morris (UFA) 
CB 41 D. Rodgers-Cromartie 24 Eli Apple 

SS ___ 21 Landon Collins 29 Nat Berhe (UFA) 
FS 27 Darian Thompson _33 Andrew Adams 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

P 9 Brad Wing Owner: John Mara 
K___2 Aldrick Rosas GM: Dave Gettleman 
LS 51 Zak Deossie Coach: Pat Shurmur 


Manny Flores 


= 


We NEW YORK 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 6 


Year — Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Jamal Adams, S LSU 6 
2016 Darron Lee, OLB Ohio State 20 
2015 Leonard Williams, DE USC 6 
2014 Calvin Pryor, DB Louisville 18 
2013 Dee Milliner, DB Alabama 9 
Sheldon Richardson, DL Missouri 13 
2012 Quinton Coples, DL North Carolina 16 
2011 Muhammad Wilkerson, DL Temple 30 
2010 Kyle Wilson, DB Boise State 29 
2009 Mark Sanchez, QB USC 5 
2008 Vernon Gholston,DL Ohio State 6 
Dustin Keller, TE Purdue 30 
2017: 5-11 (4th AFC East) 
2016: 5-11 (4th AFC East) 
2015: 10-6 (2nd AFC East) 
2014: 4-12 (4th AFC East) 
2013: 8-8 (2nd AFC East) JAMAL ADAMS: ™ 
SON PRIORITIES 


QB = ‘The Jets’ quarterback situation in recent seasons 
any outside of Cleveland. That checkered history, however, likely won't be 
enough to deter the team from going back to the draft to find a solution 
to its biggest problem, Veteran Josh McCown filled in admirably in 2017, 
and it’s possible they bring him back on a short-term deal as a stopgap. 
‘That would allow the Jets to draft and develop the future at the position 
rather than throw a rookie directly into the fire. 


DL-~ The Jets appear to be set in the middle of the defensive line with 
Leonard Williams and Steve McLendon. But there's likely to be a big 
hole to fill at end with the team expected to move on from Muhammad 
Wilkerson, who tallied a career-low 46 tackles and only 3.5 sacks in 13 
games before he was inactive for the final three games of the 2017 season. 
‘The team needs to figure out how it rids itself of Wilkerson, as he’s slated 
to count as a $20 million cap hit after having signed a five-year, $86 mil- 
lion contract in 2016. Meanwhile, veterans Jordan Jenkins, Kony Ealy and 
David Bass all underwhelmed for a team that ranked 28th in the NFL 
with 28 sacks in 2017. 


OL- ‘The Jets will likely keep three starters from last year's offensive line: 
tackle Kelvin Beachum (their best lineman) and guards Brian Winters 
and James Carpenter. That leaves the team in need of top-end talent at 
the other tackle spot and a new starting center. If New York is able to 
draft a left tackle, the team can flip Beachum over to right tackle, thus 
upgrading two spots with one draft pick. 


CB ~- While the back of New York's secondary is in excellent shape with 
the young safety duo of Jamal Adams and Marcus Maye, the team's top 
two picks in the 2017 draft, the Jets are in desperate need of help at cor- 
nerback. Veterans Darryl Roberts, Buster Skrine and Morris Claiborne 
were all inconsistent throughout the first portion of the 2017 season, and 
the trio then performed miserably down the stretch. The Giants were the 
only NFL team to allow more TD passes than the 30 the Jets allowed. 


* 


OFFENSE 


WR 10 Jermaine Kearse 
WR 11 Robby Anderson 
LT 68 Kelvin Beachum 
LG 77 James Carpenter 


asbeen as dire as UGNENUT ASME 


81 Quincy Enunwa 

18 ArDarius Stewart 

71 Ben ljalana 

70 Dakota Dozier (UFA) 


S 76 Wesley Johnson (UFA) 78 Jonotthan Harrison (UFA) 


RG 67 Brian Winters 
RT 72 Brandon Shell 


70 Dakota Dozier (UFA) 
79 Brent Qvale 


TE 88 A, Seferian-Jenkins (UFA) 86 Jordan Leggett 


QB 15 Josh McCown 
RB 22 Matt Forté 
RB 29 Bilal Powell 


9 Bryce Petty 
25 Elijah McGuire 
44 Lawrence Thomas 


DE 92 Leonard Williams 
NT 99 Steve McLendon 


94 Kony Ealy (UFA) 
98 Mike Pennel (UFA) 


DE 96 Muhammad Wilkerson 75 Xavier Cooper 


55 Lorenzo Mauldin 
ILB_ 58 Darron Lee 


ILB_ 56 Demario Davis (UFA) 


48 Jordan Jenkins 
CB 41 Buster Skrine 


50 Freddie Bishop 

51 Julian Stanford 
54 Bruce Carter (UFA) 
95 Josh Martin 

32 Juston Burris 


CB 21 Morris Claiborne (UFA) 27 Darryl Roberts 


SS 33 Jamal Adams 
FS 26 Marcus Maye 


23 Terrence Brooks (UFA) 
45 Rontez Miles 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

P 4 Lachlan Edwards 
K__7 C. Catanzaro (UFA) 
LS 42 Thomas Hennessy 


ORGANIZATION 


CEO: Christopher Johnson 
GM: Mike Maccagnan 
Coach: Todd Bowles 
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OAKLAND 
RAIDERS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 9 or 10 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 GareonConley,CB Ohio State 24 
2016 Karl Joseph, S West Virginia 14 
2015 Amari Cooper, WR Alabama 4 
2014 Khalil Mack, LB Buffalo 5 
2013 = D.J. Hayden, DB Houston 12 
2010 Rolando McClain, LB Alabama 8 
2009 Darrius Heyward-Bey, WR Maryland 7 
2008 Darren McFadden, RB Arkansas 4 
2007 JaMarcus Russell, QB LSU 1 
‘YEAR WIN TREND 

2017: 6-10 (3rd AFC West) 

2016: 12-4 (T-1st AFC West) 

2015: 7-9 (3rd AFC West) 

2014: 3-13 (4th AFC West) 

2013: 4-12 (ath AFC West) GAREON cONLEY Yi 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


DB - While the Raiders have several holes, none is bigger than the one 
in the secondary, as Oakland ranked 26th against the pass and 30th 

in passer rating allowed in 2017. The team drafted former Ohio S 
cornerback Gareon Conley in the first round ago, but he landed on 
IR after playing only 92 snaps as a rookie. Meanwhile, the team has yet 
to figure out what to do with 2017 second-round pick Obi Melifonwu, as 
some believe he may be better suited to play safety than corner. Regard- 
less, the Raiders need help at corner outside of veteran TJ Carrie because 
veterans Sean Smith and David Amerson simply did not perform well 
last season. And it’s not just the cornerback position that has contributed 
to the Raiders’ struggling pass defense in recent seasons, as Oal 
starting safeties, Karl Joseph and Reggie Nelson, are both liabilities in 
pass coverage. Joseph's strength is against the run as a strong safety play- 
ing closer to the line of age; the team needs a starting free safety 
who will complement Joseph and someone capable of covering things up 
on the back end. 


DT-~ ‘The Raiders currently lack inside pass rushers to pair with Khalil 
Mack. Justin Ellis, who was the team’s most productive defensive tackle 
in 2017, is known as a run stuffer, as is 2017 third-round pick 
Vanderdoes. They also have Mario Edwards Jr., who's a pa 
trade, but he is inconsistent and has only career sacks over thre 
seasons. Expect the Raiders to try to bolster their pass rush at defensive 
tackle. 


d’s two 


OT - Starting left tackle Donald Penn is a three-time Pro Bowler, but 
he’ll be 35 when the 2018 season begins, and his play started to decline 
in 2017. The play of starting right tackle Marshall Newhouse fell off last 
season as well. The team also has second-year tackle Vadal Alexander 
on the roster, but he doesn't appear to be a starting-caliber player. The 
Raiders could look for a succession plan at left tackle for Penn and an 
immediate upgrade at right tackle for Newhouse. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
WR _15 Michael Crabtree 


10 Seth Roberts 


P___7 Marquette King 
K___2 Giorgio Tavecchio 
LS 59 Jon Condo (UFA) 


WR 89 Amari Cooper 84 Cordarrelle Patterson 
LT 72 Donald Penn 71 David Sharpe 
LG 70 Kelechi Osemele _ 68 lan Silberman 
C61 Rodney Hudson 76 Jon Feliciano 
RG 66 Gabe Jackson 

RT 73 Marshall Newhouse 74 Vadal Alexander 
TE 87 Jared Cook 86 Lee Smith (UFA) 
QB 4 Derek Carr 3 EJ Manuel (UFA) 
RB 24 Marshawn Lynch 30 Jalen Richard 
FB 49 Jamize Olawale 

DEFENSE 

DE 97 Mario Edwards Jr. 96 Denico Autry (UFA) 
DT 94 Eddie Vanderdoes 90 Treyvon Hester 
DT 78 Justin Ellis (UFA) 75 Darius Latham 
DE 52 Khalil Mack 95 Jihad Ward 
OLB 51 Bruce Irvin 47 James Cowser 
MLB 53 NaVorro Bowman (UFA) 55 Marquel Lee 
OLB 50 Nicholas Morrow 43. Brady Sheldon 
CB 23 Dexter McDonald __22 Gareon Conley 
CB _ 38 TJ Carrie (UFA) 21. Sean Smith 
SS___42 Karl Joseph 41 Erik Harris 

FS 27 Reggie Nelson (UFA) 20 Obi Melifonwu 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Mark Davis 
GM: Reggie McKenzie 
Coach: Jon Gruden 


2g PHILADELPHIA 
EAGLES 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 32 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Derek Barnett, DE Tennessee 14 
2016 Carson Wentz, QB North Dakota State 2 
2015 Nelson Agholor, WR USC 20 
2014 Marcus Smith, DE Louisville 26 
2013 Lane Johnson, OL Oklahoma 4 
2012. Fletcher Cox, DL Mississippi State 12 
2011 Danny Watkins, OL Baylor 23 
2010 Brandon Graham, DE — Michigan 13 
2009 Jeremy Maclin, WR Missouri 19 
EAR WIN TREND 

2017: 13-3 (1st NFC East) 

2016: 7-9 (4th NFC East) 

2015: 7-9 (2nd NFC East) 

2014: 10-6 (2nd NFC East) 

2013: 10-6 (1st NFC East) DEREK BARNETT 


SON PRIORITIES 


son Peters was playing at his usual elite level last 
ACL and MCL tears landed him on injured reserve. Peters seems fully 
intent on returning tothe field, but it remains to be seen whether he can 
make a full comeback at age 36. Even if he 
comes back strong, the Eagles will need to start searching for k 
term replacement, Although second-year tackle Halapoulivaati 
pretty solid in backup duty, he does not represent the big-ticke 
ment that Philly will want to make at the position most responsible for 
keeping Carson Wentz upright. Lane Johnson could slide over from the 
right side, but that would, of course, leave another hole to fill. 


LB - The Eagles had one of the NFL's most fearsome defenses in 2017, 
and thi thanks in large part to the play of Nigel Bradham. He's 
solid in pass coverage, and more than capable as both a run stopper and 
a blitzer. But with his contract having expired at the end of the season, 
Philadelphia was left to determine just how much he was worth. Giv 
the flexibility that Bradham’s versatility lent to this defensive unit, he may 
be worth more to Philly than other teams. If he were to head elsewhere, 
the Eagles would likely need more than one player to replace his skill set. 
Dannell Ellerbe and Najee Goode are set for free agency. Jordan Hicks 
is considered an above-average player when healthy, but two of his three 
pro seasons have been cut in half by injury, and Philadelphia may want a 
more capable backup than Joe Wal 


wa 


WR - ‘The Super Bow! champions are fortunate to have only a few 
positions that need addressing, and wide receiver became another area 
at which the team is largely set after it re-signed Alshon Jeffery to a 
long-term deal in December. But on a unit that featured several pleasant 
surprises in 2017 — especially a breakout campaign from slot receiver 
Nelson Agholor — Torrey Smith stood out as a bust in his debut season 
as an Eagle. Smith was brought in to be a deep threat on the outside, 
and Philly may take another crack at finding such a player after Smith's 
disappointing year. 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR _17 Alshon Jeffery 14 Marcus Johnson 
WR 82 Torrey Smith 10 Mack Hollins 

WR_ 13 Nelson Agholor 

LT 71 Jason Peters 72 Halapoulivaati Vaitai 


LG 61 Stefen Wisniewski 67 Chance Warmack 
¢€ 62 Jason Kelce 
RG 79 Brandon Brooks 


RT 65 Lane Johnson 73 Isaac Seumalo 
TE 86 Zach Ertz 87 Brent Celek 
QB 11 Carson Wentz 9 Nick Foles 


RB 29 LeGarrette Blount (UFA) 36 Jay Ajayi 


DEFENSE 

DE 75 Vinny Curry 9% Derek Barnett 
DT 93 Tim Jernigan 94 Beau Allen (UFA) 
DT 91 Fletcher Cox 97 Destiny Vaeao 


DE 55 Brandon Graham _56 Chris Long 
OLB 95 Mychal Kendricks 54 Kamu GrugierHill 


MLB_58 Jordan Hicks 57 Dannell Ellerbe (UFA) 
OLB 53 Nigel Bradham (UFA) 52 Najee Goode (UFA) 
CB 31 Jalen Mills 21 Patrick Robinson (UFA) 
CB 41 Ronald Darby 32 Rasul Douglas 
S23 Rodney McLeod 24 Corey Graham (UFA) 
S27 Malcolm Jenkins 26 Jaylen Watkins 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

Fe 8 Donnie Jones Owner: Jeffrey Lurie 
K___4 Jake Elliott GM: Howie Roseman 

LS 45 Rick Lovato Coach: Doug Pederson 
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€ PITTSBURGH 
STEELERS 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 28 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 = T.J. Watt, OLB Wisconsin 30 
2016 Artie Burns, CB Miami 25 
2015 Bud Dupree, OLB Kentucky 22 
2014 Ryan Shazier, LB Ohio State 15 
2013 Jarvis Jones, LB Georgia 7 
2012 David DeCastro, OL Stanford 24 
2011 Cameron Heyward, DL Ohio State 31 
2010 Maurkice Pouncey, OL Florida 18 
2009 Evander Hood, DE Missouri 32 
2008 Rashard Mendenhall, RB Illinois 23 


‘AR WIN TREND 


2017: 13-3 (1st AFC North) 
2016: 11-5 (1st AFC North) 
2015: 10-6 (2nd AFC North) 
2014: 11-5 (1st AFC North) 
2013: 8-8 (2nd AFC North) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


LS ~ Pittsburgh has one of the bes 
after Ryan Sha 


it rosters in football, but it was clear 
jury in Week 13 that the team 

m covered up a lot of 
but the team needs to operate under the 


assumption that he may not play again. Veterans Vince Wil nd 
Sean Spence played the majority of the snaps in Shazier’s absence, and 
second-year linebacker Tyler Matakevich contributes on special teams, 


but Pittsburgh needs top-end talent at the position to replace Shi 


4» The Steelers defense took a step forward last season, but the second- 
ary still had its struggles, The safety position, in particular, is in need of 
an upgrade. There’s reason to worry about 2016 second-round pick Sean 
Davis, as the Maryland product has been woefully inconsistent as a pro. 
Davis was a highly touted prospect due to his man coverage skills, but he 
was exposed when playing in space and even in man coverage at times. 
‘The Steelers got solid production from veteran Mike Mitchell in 2017, 
but he'll be entering his 10th NFL season, 

0 ~ As a unit, the offensive line was one of the NFL’s best in 2017. A lot 
of that had to do with offensive line coach Mike Munchak, but the left 
tackle spot remains a question mark, as does the depth at the position. 
While right tackle Marcus Gilbert is solid, he'll be in Year 8 in 2018 and 
missed nine games due to injury in 2017. Left tackle Alejandro Villan- 
ueva isn’t a liability, but he wasn't a high-level starter last season. And 
behind those two, the Steelers’ depth at tackle isn’t great. Chris Hubbard 
is likely a career backup, and the jury is still out on 2016 fourth-round 
pick Jerald Hawkins. 

‘8 ~ Ben Roethlisberger had one of his best seasons as a pro in 2017, 
but he'll turn 36 in March, and Pittsburgh doesn't have a succession plan. 
Landry Jones serves as Roethlisberger’s backup, but the former Oklaho- 
ma quarterback isn’t a long-term starter in the NFL. This could be the 
year the Steelers start planning for life after Big Ben. 
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84 Antonio Brown 
10 Martavis Bryant 
LT 78 Alejandro Villanueva 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


19 JuJu Smith-Schuster 
88 Darrius Heyward-Bey 
65 Jerald Hawkins 


LG 73 Ramon Foster 67 Bu. Finney 
C53 Maurkice Pouncey __67 B.J. Finney 

RG 66 David DeCastro 71 Matt Feiler 

RT 77 Marcus Gilbert 74 Chris Hubbard (UFA) 
TE 81 Jesse James 89 Vance McDonald 
QB 7 BenReethlisberger _3 Landry Jones 

RB 26 Le’Veon Bell (UFA) 30 James Conner 
FB 45 Roosevelt Nix 

DEFENSE 

DE 97 Cameron Heyward _96 L.T. Walton 

NT 79 Javon Hargrave 93 Daniel McCullers (UFA) 
DE 91 Stephon Tuitt 94 Tyson Alualu 
OLB 48 Bud Dupree 56 Anthony Chickillo 
ILB__51 Sean Spence (UFA) 54 L.J. Fort 

ILB__ 98 Vince Williams 44 Tyler Matakevich 
OLB 90 T.J. Watt 

CB 21 Joe Haden 24 Coty Sensabaugh 
CB 25 Artie Burns 22 William Gay 

SS __ 28 Sean Davis 20 Robert Golden 
FS 23 Mike Mitchell 27 J.J. Wilcox 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 


P 4 Jordan Berry 
K 9 Chris Boswell 
LS 57 Kameron Canaday 


Owner: Rooney Family 
GM: Kevin Colbert 
Coach: Mike Tomlin 


Scott Boehm/AP 


AP. 


2) SAN FRANCISCO 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 9 or 10 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Solomon Thomas, DE Stanford 3 
Reuben Foster, LB Alabama 31 
2016 DeForest Buckner, DE Oregon z) 
Joshua Garnett, OG Stanford 28 
2015 ArikArmstead,DE Oregon 7 
2014 Jimmie Ward, DB Northern Illinois 30 
2013. Eric Reid, DB LSU 18 
2012 AJ. Jenkins, WR Illinois 30 
2011 Aldon Smith, DE Missouri t 
2010 Anthony Davis,OL Rutgers "1 
Mike lupati, OL Idaho 7 
2009 Michael Crabtree, WR Texas Tech 10 
2008 KentwanBalmer,DL North Carolina 29 
2017: 6-10 (ath NFC West) 
2016: 2-14 (ath NFC West) 
2015: 5-11 (4th NFC West) 
2014: 8-8 (3rd NFC West) 
2013: 12-4 (2nd NFC West) SOLOMON THOMAS 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


DE~ The 49ers are expected to look for outside help this offseason when 
addressing their lack of talent at edge rusher. Solomon Thomas, last year's 
third overall pick, had a decent rookie season, but he was a far better run 
stopper than pass rusher. Former first-round pick Arik Armstead looks 
like Tarzan but plays like Jane, and he has ended his last two seasons on 
injured reserve. Aaron Lynch, who has been similarly mediocre and injury 
prone, is probably done in San Francisco after his contract expired. Elvis 
Dumervil can’t get after the quarterback like he once did, but he is still 
decent as a pass-rush specialist at age 34. 


€B = Third-round pick Ahkello Witherspoon started on the outside as a 
rookie and was immediately effective in man coverage, while 2017 free 
agent signee K’Waun Williams proved to be an effective defender against 
slot receivers. Aside from those two, however, there are a lot of question 
marks. Dontae Johnson started all 16 games on the outside but was sim- 
ply not good. Asa Jackson went on the IR in October, and 33-year-old 
Leon Hall barely played after being signed in the wake of Jackson's injury. 
A\ll three entered the offseason as free agents. 


OL-~ The Niners appear to be set at tackle with Joe Staley and Trent 
Brown, although there are concerns about Brown's health. The problems 
are on the interior. Laken Tomlinson arrived via trade in August, but he 
was no better in San Francisco than he was in Detroit, where he had lost 
his job. Center Daniel Kilgore has been among the NFL's worst starters 
at the position, and his free agency gives the 49ers a chance to move on. 
WR = Jimmy Garoppolo forged an instant chemistry with Marquise 
Goodwin, and Pierre Garcon will add to Garoppolo’s arsenal when he 
returns next season from a neck injury. But Garcon is 31 and not consid- 
ered by most to be an elite No. 1 target. San Francisco head coach Kyle 
Shanahan knows what Julio Jones did for Matt Ryan's game when he was 
Atlanta’s offensive coordinator, and he may consider drafting a prospec- 
tive game-changing receiver for his new protégé. 


OFFSEASON 


OFFENSE 


WR _ 15 Pierre Garcon 

WR 11 Marquise Goodwin 
LT 74 Joe Staley 

LG 75 Laken Tomlinson 
C67 Daniel Kilgore (UFA) 
65 Joshua Garnett 

RT 77 Trent Brown 

TE 85 George Kittle 

10 Jimmy Garoppolo 
RB 28 Carlos Hyde (UFA) 
FB 44 Kyle Juszczyk 


18 Louis Murphy (UFA) 
19 Aldrick Robinson 
78 Darrell Williams 
68 Zane Beadles 
61 Tim Barnes (UFA) 
63 Brandon Fusco (UFA) 
78 Darrell Williams 
88 Garrett Celek 

3 C.J. Beathard 
22 Matt Breida 


DEFENSE 

DE 91 Arik Armstead 

DT 90 Earl Mitchell 

DT 99 DeForest Buckner 

DE 94 Solomon Thomas 

OLB 57 Eli Harold 

MLB 56 Reuben Foster 

OLB 50 Brock Coyle (UFA) 

CB 23 Ahkello Witherspoon 24 
cB 


SS 35 Eric Reid (UFA) 
FS 25 Jimmie Ward 


58 Elvis Dumervil 
93 D.J. Jones 

96 Sheldon Day 

98 Ronald Blair 

97 Dekoda Watson 
47 Elijah Lee 

51. Malcolm Smith 
K'Waun Williams 


36 Dontae Johnson (UFA) 30 Asa Jackson (UFA) 


27 Dexter McCoil 
38 Adrian Colbert 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
P_5 Bradley Pinion 
K 9 Robbie Gould 
LS 86 Kyle Nelson 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Jed York 
GM: John Lynch 
Coach: Kyle Shanahan 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 18 


‘AR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 
Year Player, Position School Pick 
2016 Germain Ifedi, OG Texas A&M 31 
2012 Bruce Irvin, DE West Virginia 15 
2011 James Carpenter, OL Alabama 25 
2010 Russell Okung, OL Oklahoma State 6 
Earl Thomas, DB Texas 14 
2009 Aaron Curry, LB Wake Forest 4 
2008 Lawrence Jackson, DE USC 28 
YEAR WIN TREND 

2017: 9-7 (2nd NFC West) 

2016: 10-5-1 (1st NFC West) 

2015: 10-6 (2nd NFC West) 

2014: 12-4 (Ist NFC West) 

2013: 13-3 (1st NFC West) GERMAIN IFEDI 
OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 
OL~ A truly horrible offensive line received a much-needed injection 


of stability late in October, when left tackle Duane Brown arrived in 
Seattle from Houston via trade. Joining center Justin Britt, he doubled 
the number of competent linemen on the Seahaw r. Right tackle 
Germain Ifedi has been a complete bust since he was selected in the first 
round of the draft two years ago, and head coach Pete Carroll drew some 
serious groans from h se when he suggested Ifedi would remain 
the starter in 2018. At guard, the trio of Ethan Pocic, Luke Joeckel and 
Oday Aboushi was consistently dismal. Pocic has potential as a young 
player, but this line needs a serious overhaul. 

RB ~ Since the offer 
many running ba 


ive line was so bad, it was difficult to evaluate the 
‘There is enough evidence, however, to say that 

none projects as a reliable three-down back going forward. Chris Carson 
looked decent after earning the starting job early on, but the 2017 
seventh-round pick broke his ankle soon thereafter. Mike Davis was un- 
remarkable as the starter over the season’ final six games. And while J.D. 
MecKissic was serviceable as a receiver out of the backfield, Seattle would 
prefer for that role to go to C.J. Prosise, a third-round pick in 2016 who 
has struggled to stay healthy. 


DL- Defensive tackle Sheldon Richardson was effective enough after 
the Seahawks flipped wide receiver Jermaine Kearse and a second-round 
pick for his services that some team will likely give him big bucks in free 
agency. Seattle needs to decide whether it wants to be that team. There's 
speculation that end Michael Bennett may want out of town someday 
soon, and hed leave enormous shoes to fill. 

TE - Jimmy Graham never quite fit in the Seahawks offense, as he and 
quarterback Russell Wilson failed to develop a rapport like Graham 

did with Drew Brees in New Orleans. Graham's shortcomings as a run 
blocker, meanwhile, have exacerbated Seattle's struggles in establishing a 
worthy rushing attack. His contract expired after the end of the season. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR_ 89 Doug Baldwin 16 Tyler Lockett 

WR 10 Paul Richardson (UFA) 19 Tanner McEvoy 

WR __16 Tyler Lockett 

LT 76 Duane Brown 73 Matt Tobin (UFA) 

LG 78 Luke Joeckel (UFA) _77 Ethan Pocic 

Cc 68 Justin Britt 77 Ethan Pocic 

RG 77 Ethan Pocic 75 Oday Aboushi (UFA) 
RT 65 Germain Ifedi 73 Matt Tobin (UFA) 

TE _ 88 Jimmy Graham (UFA) 82 Luke Willson (UFA) 
QB 3 Russell Wilson 6 Austin Davis (UFA) 
RB 32 Chris Carson 39 Mike Davis 
DEFENSE 

DE 72 Michael Bennett 93 Branden Jackson 

DT 90 Jarram Reed 98 Garrison Smith 

DT 91 Sheldon Richardson (UFA) 94 Malik McDowell 

DE 56 Cliff Avril 55 Frank Clark 

OLB 57 Michael Wilhoite (UFA) 52 Terence Garvin (UFA) 
MLB_ 54 Bobby Wagner 57 Michael Wilhoite (UFA) 
OLB 50 K.J. Wright 52 Terence Garvin (UFA) 
CB 25 Richard Sherman 26 Shaquill Griffin 

CB 41 Byron Maxwell (UFA) 20 Jeremy Lane 
SS___31 Kam Chancellor 30 Brad McDougald (UFA) 
FS 29 Earl Thomas 28 Justin Coleman 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 

P 9 Jon Ryan Owner: Paul Allen 

K 7 Blair Walsh (UFA) | GM: John Schneider 

LS 69 Tyler Ott Coach: Pete Carroll 


AP 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 7 


10-YEAR FIRST-ROUND DRAFT HISTORY 

Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 OJ. Howard, TE Alabama 19 
2016 Vernon Hargreaves, CB Florida 11 
2015 Jameis Winston, QB Florida State 1 
2014 Mike Evans, WR Texas A&M 7 
2012 Mark Barron, DB Alabama 7 

Doug Martin, RB Boise State x 
2011 Adrian Clayborn, DL lowa 20 
2010 Gerald McCoy, DL Oklahoma 3 
2009 Josh Freeman, QB Kansas State 17 
2008 Agqib Talib, DB Kansas 20 


5-VEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 5-11 (4th NFC South) 
2016: 9-7 (2nd NFC South) 
2015: 6-10 (4th NFC South) 
2014: 2-14 (4th NFC South) 
2013: 4-12 (4th NFC South) 


Tampa Bay’s pass rush was startlingly impotent last season, falling 
from ninth in sacks in 2016 to last in 2017. Even when the Buccaneers 
did get pressure, it largely came from Gerald McCoy and other interior 
defensive linemen. Noah Spence, a 2016 second-round pick, landed on 
the IR only six games into 2017 after having shown promise as a rookie. 
While he still could pan out as a valuable contributor, none of the team's 
other defensive ends can be counted on to contribute. William Gholston, 
who is on one of the team’s largest contracts, didn’t get a single sack in 
2017. Robert Ayers, a first-round pick of the Broncos back in 2009, man- 
aged only two. This group needs an influx of both youth and experience. 


The Buccaneers were probably better off when Doug Martin was 
suspended for the first four games of 2017 than they were when he 
returned, because then they seemed to feel obligated to give him carries. 
Once one of the league's most reliable backs, he may need to find a new 
home this offseason. The best in-house candidate to replace him is Peyton 
Barber, who looked solid when he started to get consistent carries toward 
the end of the year. 


Center Ali Marpet and right tackle Demar Dotson are both 
building blocks along the offensive front, although Dotson seems to be 
an injury concern more often than not. At the other three offensive line 
spots, though, Tampa is sorely lacking. Left tackle Donovan Smith shows 
potential now and again, but he more often has Bucs coaches pulling 
their hair out. Guards J.R. Sweezy, Evan Smith and Kevin Pamphile are 
all candidates to be replaced, and the latter two were both set to enter 
free agency. 

The Bucs are not only thin at corner, but they are also in desperate 
need of some youth. Brent Grimes, the unit’s most reliable cover man, 
saw his contract expire after the 2017 season. Even if he were to come 
back, the 34-year-old doesn't appear to have much left in the tank. Slot 
corner Robert McClain is also a free agent. 


W 
13 
76 
64 


DeSean Jackson 
Mike Evans 

Donovan Smith 
Kevin Pamphile (UFA) 
74 Ali Marpet 


10 Adam Humphries 
12 Chris Godwin 

66 Leonard Wester 
62 Evan Smith (UFA) 
68 Joe Hawley 


RG 73 J.R. Sweezy 72 Adam Gettis (UFA) 
RT _ 69 Demar Dotson 77 Caleb Benenoch 

TE 84 Cameron Brate 82 Antony Auclair 

TE 80 O.J. Howard 45 Alan Cross 

QB 3 Jameis Winston 14 Ryan Fitzpatrick (UFA) 
RB 22 Doug Martin 25 Peyton Barber 

DE _57 Noah Spence 91 Robert Ayers 

DT 93 Gerald McCoy 98 Clinton McDonald (UFA) 
DT 90 Chris Baker 75 DaVonte Lambert 

DE__ 92 William Gholston 95. Ryan Russell 

OLB 51 Kendell Beckwith 59 Devante Bond 

MLB 58 Kwon Alexander 53 Adarius Glanton 

OLB 54 Lavonte David 49 Riley Bullough 

CB 28 Vernon Hargreaves __ 29 Ryan Smith 

CB 24 Brent Grimes (UFA) 36 Robert McClain (UFA) 
$ 23 Chris Conte 39 Isaiah Johnson 
S21 Justin Evans 43 T.J. Ward (UFA) 

P 9 Bryan Anger Owner: Glazer Family 
K__7 Patrick Murray GM: Jason Licht 

LS 65 Garrison Sanborn (UFA)! Coach: Dirk Koetter 
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2018 First-Round Pick: No. 25 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Corey Davis, WR Wester Michigan 5 
Adoreé Jackson, CB USC 18 
2016 Jack Conklin, OT Michigan State 8 
2015 Marcus Mariota, QB Oregon 2 
2014 Taylor Lewan, OL Michigan "1 
2013 Chance Warmack, OL Alabama 10 
2012 Kendall Wright, WR Baylor 20 
2011 Jake Locker, QB Washington 8 
2010 Derrick Morgan,DE Georgia Tech 16 
2009 Kenny Britt, WR Rutgers 30 
2008 Chris Johnson, RB East Carolina 24 
2017: 9-7 (2nd AFC South) 
2016: 9-7 (T-1st AFC South) 
2015: 3-13 (ath AFC South) 
2014: 2-14 (4th AFC South) 
2013: 7-9 (2nd AFC South) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


WR - The Titans selected wide receiver Corey Davis with the fifth overall 
pick in the 2017 draft, and he began to come on late in his rookie season. 
He also made a massive leap in competition coming from Western 
Michigan to the NFL, so some growing pains were expected. Outside 

of Davis, however, the Titans’ wide receiver group is underwhelming; 

the unit ranked 26th in the NFL in receiving yards from the position in 
2017. Veteran Rishard Matthews led the group with 795 receiving yards 
last season, and youngster Taywan Taylor showed promise at times. If 
quarterback Marcus Mariota is going to make strides next season, the 
Titans need to surround him with a capable complement to Davis. 


ILB - One thing that was made clear from the Titans’ playoff loss to the 
Patriots is that they’re in dire need of a coverage linebacker. Tom Brady 
picked apart the middle of the field as New England’s running backs 
tallied 108 receiving yards in the win. It was hardly surprising after a reg- 
ular season in which Tennessee allowed 967 receiving yards to opposing 
running backs, which was by far the highest total in the league (no other 
NFL team gave up more than 840 receiving yards to opposing running 
backs). Starters Avery Williamson and Wesley Woodyard are both solid 
against the run, combining to make 213 tackles in 2017, but the group 
needs more speed and athleticism to handle the influx of pass-catching 
running backs and tight ends who are becoming more commonplace in 
the league. 


OLB/DE ~ The Titans accumulated 43 sacks in 2017, which was tied for 
the fifth most in the NFL. But a closer look suggests that those sack 
numbers may be a bit skewed. Tennessee opponents threw the ball 605 
times in 2017, which led the NFL, and the Titans also blitzed on 35.3 
percent of pass plays, which was the sixth most in the NFL. So a lot those 
sacks were a result of both high volume and exotic blitzes. Brian Orakpo 
has been a solid free-agent addition, tallying 24.5 sacks in three seasons 
with Tennessee, and veteran Derrick Morgan continues to be a steady 
presence. But the Titans could use some young talent at the position. 
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OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR_18 Rishard Matthews _13 Taywan Taylor 
WR 84 Corey Davis 87 Eric Decker (UFA) 
LT 77 Taylor Lewan 71 Dennis Kelly 

LG 67 Quinton Spain 61 Corey Levin 
C60 Ben Jones 62 Brian Schwenke (UFA) 
RG _ 64 Josh Kline (UFA) 61 Corey Levin 

RT 78 Jack Conklin 71 Dennis Kelly 

TE 82 Delanie Walker 89 Phillip Supernaw 
TE _ 81 Jonnu Smith 88 Luke Stocker 

QB 8 Marcus Mariota 16 Matt Cassel 

RB 22 Derrick Henry 29 DeMarco Murray 
DEFENSE 

DE _ 90 DaQuan Jones (UFA) 94 Austin Johnson 
NT _ 96 Sylvester Williams 

DE 99 Jurrell Casey 97 Karl Klug 

OLB 91 Derrick Morgan 92 Kevin Dodd 
ILB__59 Wesley Woodyard __55 Jayon Brown 
ILB__54 Avery Williamson (UFA) 50 Nate Palmer 

OLB 98 Brian Orakpo 93. Erik Walden (UFA) 
CB 26 Logan Ryan 36 LeShaun Sims 

CB 25 Adoreé Jackson 33 Tye Smith 

$S__ 37 Johnathan Cyprien 21 Da’Norris Searcy 
FS 31 Kevin Byard 35 Curtis Riley 
SPECIAL TEAMS ORGANIZATION 
P_6 Brett Kern Owner: Amy Adams Strunk 
K___4 Ryan Succop (UFA)! GM: Jon Robinson 

LS 48 Beau Brinkley Coach: Mike Vrabel 


Harrison McClary/Athlon Sports 


Peter Brouillet 


2018 First-Round Pick: No. 13 


Year Player, Position School Pick 
2017 Jonathan Allen, DT Alabama ava 
2016 Josh Doctson, WR TCU 22 
2015 Brandon Scherff, OT — lowa 5 
2012 Robert Griffin ll, QB Baylor 2 
2011 Ryan Kerrigan, DE Purdue 16 
2010 Trent Williams, OL Oklahoma 4 
2009 Brian Orakpo, LB Texas 13 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


2017: 7-9 (3rd NFC East) 
2016: 8-7-1 (3rd NFC East) 
2015: 9-7 (1st NFC East) 
2014: 4-12 (4th NFC East) 
2013: 3-13 (4th NFC East) 


OFFSEASON PRIORITIES 


DB~ Many were surprised that the “player to be named later” in the Alex 
Smith deal was not a scrub, but rather Kendall Fuller, one of the NFL's 
best slot defenders at only 22 years old. He leaves a big hole to fill, and 
not the only one. Bashaud Breeland, one of the league’s more underrated 
outside corners, saw his contract expire after a strong season, and his 
services will be in demand. No. 1 Josh Norman is still great, but not in 
the way he once was. If his decline accelerates, the Skins could see corner 
turn from what was once a position of strength into a serious concern. 
‘They're more stable at safety, but the uncertainty surrounding Su’a Cra 
vens means that they may want to invest in reinforcements there as well. 


WR - Last summer, Washington lost both its deep threat and its most 
reliable possession receiver with the departures of DeSean Jackson and 
Pierre Garcon, respectively. Once the season started, it quickly became 
clear that Terrelle Pryor was far from an adequate replacement. The 
cupboard is not bare here, as Jamison Crowder is a solid slot receiver and 
Josh Doctson has flashed real potential. Plus, tight end Jordan Reed is 
one of the best pass catchers at his position when he’s healthy. But all 
three could be freed up by the presence of a true No. 1 wideout. 


RB - The Redskins have some running backs who can do some good 
things, including Chris Thompson, who last season emerged as one of the 
NFL's best third-down backs before suffering a season-ending knee inju- 
ry in mid-November. But while Samaje Perine is adequate in short-yard- 
age situations, Washington was expecting more when they selected him 
early in the fourth round of the 2017 draft. And Rob Kelley isn't effective 
even on the goal line, despite what his stature would suggest. 

ILB - Zach Brown, one of the league's better inside linebackers, entered 
the offseason as a free agent for a second straight year. There’s talent here, 
but few sure things, as Will Compton and Mason Foster both ended the 
year on injured reserve. Martrell Spaight has shown flashes but has had 
little opportunity to show whether he could thrive in an expanded role. 


JONATHAN ALLEN 


OFFSEASON DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR 18 Josh Doctson 
WR 80 Jamison Crowder 
WR 14 Ryan Grant (UFA) 


LT 71 Trent Williams 

LG 77 Shawn Lauvao (UFA) 
C__ 61 Spencer Long (UFA) 
RG 75 Brandon Scherff 

RT 76 Morgan Moses 

TE 86 Jordan Reed 

Alex Smith 

RB 32 Samaje Perine 


83 Brian Quick (UFA) 
13 Maurice Haris 
11 Terrelle Pryor (UFA) 
79 Ty Nsekhe 
60 Arie Kouandjio 
73 Chase Roullier 
68 Tyler Catalina 
79 Ty Nsekhe 
85 Vernon Davis 
8 Kirk Cousins (UFA) 
25 Chris Thompson 


DE _ 92 Stacy McGee 
NT 90 Ziggy Hood 

DE 95 Jonathan Allen 
94 Preston Smith 
ILB 54 Mason Foster 

ILB_ 53 Zach Brown (UFA) 
91 Ryan Kerrigan 


CB 24 Josh Norman 
SS _ 30 Su’a Cravens 
FS 36 D.J. Swearinger 


CB _ 26 Bashaud Breeland (UFA) 47 Quinton Dunbar 


97 Terrell McClain 


98 Matt loannidis 

52 Ryan Anderson 

50 Martrell Spaight 

51 Will Compton (UFA) 
58 Junior Galette (UFA) 


31. Fabian Moreau 
22 Deshazor Everett 
23 DeAngelo Hall (UFA) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


P__5 Tress Way 
K 3 Dustin Hopkins (UFA) 
LS 57 Nick Sundberg 


ORGANIZATION 


Owner: Daniel Snyder 
President: Bruce Allen 
Coach: Jay Gruden 
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t's the ultimate binge-watching 
| bonanza for NFL junkies: the 

NFL Draft, that three-day deep 
dive into the measurables, high- 
light reels and back stories of the 
league's future stars. As with any 
event on the sports fan’s calendar, 
you'll need the proper sustenance 
to enjoy the occasion to its fullest. 
Now that you've familiarized your- 
self with all of this year’s draft-wor- 
thy players, get acquainted with the 
best in draft-day delicacies. 


BUFFALO SAUCE 

All you need is two ingredients — 
butter and Frank’s RedHot. Adjust 
ratios accordingly: Hot (4 parts 
Frank's, 1 part butter), Medium 

(2 parts Frank's, 1 part butter), 
Regular (equal parts). 


60346 2 
BOHEMIAN BBOMINGS 


Few cities are as synonymous with a certain food as Buffalo, N.Y,, is with 
chicken wings. Duke's Bohemian Grove Bar is a favorite hangout of Buffalo 


Bills, past and present. We chopped it up with the good folks at Duke's to get 
advice from the wing kings. 


THE WINGS Not everyone has a restaurant-grade smoker or fryer like Duke's. 
But everyone can make crispy, delicious chicken wings in the oven at home. 


* Place 16 chicken wings in a bowl, season liberally with salt and pepper, and 
add one heaping tablespoon cornstarch. Toss, coating evenly. 

* Line 26-by-18-inch sheet pan with aluminum foil and place wire rack on pan. 
* Place wings on wire rack. Cook for 30 minutes at 250°F, then an additional 
30 minutes at 425°F. 


* Remove wings from wire rack, toss in favorite sauce. (Optional: Put wings 
back in 425°F oven for 5-10 minutes to caramelize sauce.) 


THE SAUCE The house barbecue 
sauce for the smoked wings at Duke's 
Bohemian Grove Bar. 


1 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
1 Tbsp orange juice 

1 tsp minced garlic* 

6 Tbsp water 

2 Tbsp honey 


1 cup barbecue sauce 
% cup ketchup 

1 tsp yellow mustard 

1 Tbsp Frank's RedHot 
1 tsp molasses 


*For smoother sauce, mix minced 
garlic with orange juice in food pro- 
cessor 
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The Hungry Fan 


=== PECAN BL = 


Jeff Mauro rose to culinary fame after winning “Food Network 
Star,” and now he hosts two Food Network shows: “Sandwich 
King” and “The Kitchen.” The Chicago native is also a huge 
sports fan with a unique spin on the classic bacon, lettuce and 
tomato sandwich. “We use our wildly popular and addictive 
Pig Candy instead of regular bacon,” says Mauro, of his Pork & 
Mindy’s restaurant creation. “It’s coated in brown sugar.” 


12-14 slices of applewood 
smoked bacon 


2 cups light brown sugar 
2 sweet onions, sliced 
2 Tbsp vegetable oil 


1 cup mayonnaise 


PIG CANDY Preheat oven 
to 350°F. Place brown sugar 
in shallow dish. Gently press 
each slice of bacon into sug- 
ar, until coated. Place coated 
bacon on sheet pan sprayed 
with nonstick cooking spray. 
Bake for 30-50 minutes, until 
crispy. Remove from sheet 
to prevent sticking. Cool on 
wire rack. 

CARAMELIZED ONIONS 
Heat oil in large skillet over 
medium heat. Add onions 
and cook, stirring occasional- 


Ys cup barbecue sauce 


4 brioche buns or hamburger 
buns 


Roma tomato, sliced 
Romaine lettuce, shredded 


ly until golden brown, about 
30 minutes. Season with salt 
and pepper. 


BARBECUE MAYO Mix 
together 1 cup mayonnaise 
and % cup barbecue sauce. 


ASSEMBLE SANDWICH 
On a buttered and toasted 
bun, place a layer of the car- 
amelized onions, 3-4 pieces 
of halved Pig Candy, toma- 
toes (seasoned with salt), 
lettuce and a schmear of 
barbecue mayo on top bun. 
Close and serve. 


~~ DRUNKEN SPICY SHRIMP 


Chicken wings, chips and a variety of dips are 
always good watch-party fare. But what can you 
make that's outside the box (but still easy)? We 
asked restauranteur John Stage of Dinosaur Bar-B- 
Que (dinosaurbarbque.com), who recommended 
a shockingly simple spicy, beer-drenched shrimp 
boil and a bold cocktail dipping sauce recipe. 
(Serves 6 to 8) 


2 Ib large shelled shrimp 
2 bottles (120z) beer 

¥e cup cider vinegar 

2 cups water 

2 Tbsp Old Bay Seasoning 
2 Tbsp Creole seasoning 
2 Tbsp minced garlic 


* Pour the beer, vinegar and water into a 
high-sided pan. Add the Old Bay Seasoning, 
cover and blast on high heat. 


* When it boils rapidly, add the shrimp. Cover 
again and cook for two minutes, or until the 
shrimp turn pink and the flesh is just opaque. 


* Drain the shrimp in a colander and cover with a 
layer of ice to chill them down just enough to 
stop the cooking. 


* Throw the shrimp into a bowl and toss with 
garlic and Creole seasoning. 


BRAZEN COCKTAIL SAUCE 
Mix all sauce ingredients in a bowl until blended; 
serve with the shrimp. 


2 cups barbecue sauce 

1 cup horseradish 

2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
2 tsp Tabasco sauce 

Juice of % lime 


Juice of % lemon 


& 
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Name 


. Saquon Barkley 

. Minkah Fitzpatrick 
. Quenton Nelson 

. Bradley Chubb 


Derwin James 


. Tremaine Edmunds 
. Josh Rosen 

. Roquan Smith 

. Sam Darnold 

). Calvin Ridley 

. Connor Williams 
. Marcus Davenport 
. Denzel Ward 

. Vita Vea 

. Da'Ron Payne 

. Mike Hughes 

. Rashaan Evans 

. Mike McGlinchey 
. Orlando Brown 

. Josh Allen 

. Baker Mayfield 

. Josh Jackson 

. Harold Landry 

. Isaiah Wynn 

. Billy Price 

. Taven Bryan 

. Ronnie Harrison 
. Isaiah Oliver 

. Lamar Jackson 

. Maurice Hurst 

. Leighton Vander Esch 
. James Daniels 

. Derrius Guice 

. Donte Jackson 

. Jaire Alexander 
. Courtland Sutton 
. Kerryon Johnson 
. Arden Key 

. Carlton Davis 

. Armani Watts 

. Brian O'Neill 

. Sony Michel 

. Ronald Jones I 

. Rasheem Green 

. Hayden Hurst 

. Christian Kirk 

. Martinas Rankin 
. D.J. Moore 

. Simmie Cobbs Jr. 
. _Kolton Miller 


Pos. 


RB 
S 
OG 
DE 
Ss 


QB 
ILB 
QB 


Team 

Penn State 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
NC State 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
UCLA 
Georgia 
USC 
Alabama 
Texas 

UTSA 

Ohio State 
Washington 
Alabama 
UCF 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma 
lowa 

Boston College 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Florida 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Louisville 
Michigan 
Boise State 
lowa 

LSU 

LSU 
Louisville 
SMU 
Auburn 

LSU 

Auburn 
Texas A&M 
Pittsburgh 
Georgia 
USC 

USC 

South Carolina 
Texas A&M 
Mississippi State 
Maryland 
Indiana 
UCLA 


*Hurst played three seasons of minor-league baseball 


Class 
2015 
2015 
2014 
2014 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2014 
2015 
2013 
2015 
2015 
2014 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2013 
2014 
2014 
2014 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2013 
2014 
2014 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2014 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2014 
2014 
2014 
2015 
2015 
2012* 
2015 
2015 
2015 
2013 
2014 


<q Saquon Barkley 


Stars Nat. Rank 


a 
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119 


199 (JC) 
1,029 
1,807 
421 

110 
211 


Source: 247 Composite 
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Barkley: Bruce Schwartzman; Ridley: + 


NEW! Own a Turn-Key Gunsmithing Business — Study from Home & Learn Fast 


Own a Gunsmithing Shop and Make Money 
Doing What You Love, Part-Time, Full-Time 
or as a Retirement Income. 


“Your program changed my life for the better. Hands 
down, the best knowledge base | have seen. The 
instructors are true Masters of their trade. | started CU's 
Custom Shop in Lemon Grove, CA. Thank you again for 
your dedication and perseverance.” 

James N. Woods, Gunsmith, Cu’s Custom Shop 


“Words can't express how thankful | am that you put 
the time and effort into making these courses on video! 
This is such a wealth of knowledge that | can refer to 
long into the future when | get those tough jobs, and 
get in a bind and need help! The fact that | have an AGI 
Instructor with me anytime | need him is worth more to 
me than you will ever know! What an incredible 


treasure! Thank you so much” 
James E, Legg 


To Get Your Free Introductory Gunsmithing Video Lesson & Special Report 
“How to get started in Professional Gunsmithing” go to www.agiDRAFT.com 


FREE Information Package with Introductory Lesson 


Goto WWW.agiDRAFT.com or cali 1-80 


Study from home, become a Certified Gunsmith, 
and have your own gun shop working from 
your house or small shop. This is a business that 
anyone with average skills can learn. 
Through the American Gunsmithing Institute's study-at- 
home Virtual Campus)" Master Gunsmiths teach you 
gunsmithing step-by-step using video instruction with 
cutaway firearms to take you inside the guns so that you 
understand complete Design, Function, and Repair for all 
pistols and revolvers, shotguns, centerfire and rimfire rifles. 
Course covers locking mechanisms, feeding systems, 
firing pins, hammers and sears, disconnectors and triggers, 
extractors, ejectors, sights, and more! 
In the Enhanced Master Gunsmith Level Training Course 
we provide you all the knowledge and training you need to 
become a Certified Gunsmith, along with the tools and 
materials to open your own gunsmithing shop. It is really a 
turn-key gunsmithing educational opportunity. 
* Complete Turn-Key Study At Home Training 
Course with tools 
Easy to study video instruction 
Get started making money in as little as 90 days 
¢ Comprehensive How-to Instruction 
* Complete training in Design, Function, and 
Repair Gunsmithing 
¢ Step-by-step customizing of pistols & rifles 
Complete Machine Shop Course 
¢ Complete Welding Course 
¢ How to get your FFL step-by-step kit 
¢ Business Success Training 
¢ Support from Master 


Gunsmiths by 
phone & email Pa 


ondary Education Act 
‘apitol Oaks Drive, Suite 400, 
le to Oklahoma residents at this time. 


THEIR 
UNLIMITED PLAN 


OUR ULTIMATE 
UNLIMITED PLAN 


ul Iti m ate Don't settle for unlimited data 
UNLIMITED when you can get the Ultimate 


eee Unlimited plan, with more 
4G LTE* DATA, TALK & TEXT + 


$ high-speed data than ever 
5 5 before. You can save up to 30% 
iro on the best 4G LTE' networks. wireless 


NO CONTRACT 


Learn how at StraightTalk.com 
Video typically streams at DVD quality 


‘At 60GB, we reserve the right to review your account for usage in violation of Straight Talk's Terms and Conditions. Only at 


"Toet4GLTEspeed you musthaveaAGLTE capable device and 4GLTESIM Actua avaibilty,coverage and speed may ary. TEisa trademark of JL. Amonth equals 30 days, “Save up 19303 based aie 
‘na comparison ofthe monthly cost ofthe $55 Straight Talk Service Plan and the monthly cost fora single ine on acornparableno-contrat plan with olimited tal, text and data on the top two ates. Walmart >.< 
Excludes taxes, fees, autopay discounts and limited time pricing. Source: Competitor websites, December 2017 Please refer always o the lates Terms and Conditions of Service at StraightTalk.com. 1 
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